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PHILIP 11. King of Spain, fon of the Emperor Book \. 
Charles V. and of Ifabella daughter of Emanuel bIjJJJ^^ 
the Great, King of Portugal, was born at Valla-cducariooof 
dolid on the twenty-firft of May, one thoufand five ^^**'*'' 
hundred and twenty-feven. He was educated in 
Spain under ecclefiaftics, noted for their bigotry, 
who were appointed by his father to inftruft him ; 
and, by this circumftance, feveral of thofe features 
in his character were either formed, or greatly 
heightened, which were afterwards fo confpicuous 
in his condudt. 






Ch A R LEs, who was born in tBs35fetbrrlancfe,:a^ 
paflfed his early youth there, had', tfij:i)Vgfi4?i^ ^^^ 
reign, entertained fuch a manifeft piftiafiijr- fonljiat 
country, as was the fource of much 3Matisf^(^n; 
to his Spanifli fubjeds. But they W4rk/^M4'4>y 
the preference which they received from the young 
prince, and flattered themfelves with hopes, which 
were not fruftrated, of obtaining, under Hs admi- 

Vol. I. B niftration, 



2 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

Book I. niftration, that (hare of the royal favour, which tlie 
^^'"^^'^ Flemings had enjoyed under the emperor *. 

Kit charac- Philip early difplayed fagadty, prudence, and 
•*' application : and difcovered likewife a difpofition 

wonderfully fuited to the religious inftrudtions 
which he received. His mind, being naturally fe- 
rious and thoughtful, gave a ready admittance to 
all the fentiments of that illiberal fuperftition, which 
formed, at that time, the diftinguirtiing charadler 
of the Spanifli ecclefiaftics. 

Hit firii ^^ ^j^g ^gg of fixteen, he efpoufed Mary, a prin- 
cefs of Portugal ; who died in left than two years 
after her marriage, in child-bed ^ when fhe was de- 
livered of Don Carlos, whofe unhappy fate will be 

related in the fequel. 

f 

Philip continued to refide in Spain, and was 
intrufted with the adminiftration of the kingdom, 
till the year one thoufand five hundred and forty- 
He is called eight. At that time he was called by his father in- 
ther to the to the Low Countrics ; where he arrived, in the be- 
^^^' ginning of the following year, with a numerous re- 
tinue of Spanifh nobles. Upon his entrance inta 
Bruffels, as he was ever delirous to maintain the 
appearance of extraordinary piety, he went firft ta 
the cathedral church,, to render thanks to the Al- 
mighty for his prefervation ; and then proceeded 
to the palace. After paffing fome days there with 
the emperor, who, in all his behaviour, difcovered 
that fond afFedtion, which is natural to a perfon in 
^ the^ decHne of life, towards an only fon, he fet out 
I :^; vj&t tli&ljmTO cities it> the Low Countries, 
'•^ccS6n^ame3 bjrHHe regent^ his aunt, the queen 

(£>w{ig4C*€fl^ HRingary K 
••*•••• ••• •» • 

'..'••:'/. ••:;•:: : Nothino 

* * Hifiils 'Aiflnfefif Bclgfi, &c. p. 570, Cabrera Vida del Fi- 
)ippe II. lib. i. Cr 1 . 

^Haraei Annalcs Ducunv JBrabanti«» &c. tom. ii. p. 65 5^ 
Antwerpis 1623* Lud< Goiccardini, lib* iL p^ 127. 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 3 

Nothing could exceed the pomp with which he Book L 
was every where received. In prefents, entertain- HiH^l^. 
ments, illuminations, and tournaments, immenfe on there, 
fums were expended. The cities vied with each 
other in difplaying that magnificence which their 
induftry had enabled them to attain ; and the peo- 
ple gave every where the Urongeft demonftrations 
of their attachment ^. 

But Philip, in themidft of thofe fcenes of fefti- ^«^»"p<>- 
vity which were exhibited for his amufement, and mm! "*^* 
which were (o well calculated to gratify a young, 
ambitious mind, could not conceal the natural au- 
Iterity of his temper. The Flemings obferved, 
with anxiety, that there was a ftriking contrail be- 
tween the father and tlie fon. Charles was courte- 
ous and aflfable, but Philip, they perceived, was 
diftant, haughty and fevere. The former could 
fpeak with facility the principal languages of Eu- 
rope, and ufed to difcourfe familiarly with all his 
fubjefts ; the latter had declined learning to fpeak 
any other but the Spaniih tongue, converfed little 
with the inhabitants of the Low Countries, and was 
almoft inacceflible to all, but the Spanifh nobles. 
He lived in every refpeft as he was wont to do in 
Spain, wore a Spanifli drefs, and refufed to con- 
form, in any thing, to the modes and cuftoms of 
the Netherlands ^. ' 

This behaviour, equally ungracious and impo- Their effca 
litic, made a deep impreflion on the rninds of the^^^^*;^'^" 
Flemings, and created in them a jealoufy of the 
Spaniards, which they did not ftudy to conceal. 
Charles having required the States to fwear allegi- 
ance to Philip, as they had formerly done to him- 
felf, they rejedted his requeft ; and refiifed to ac- 
knowledge Philip's right of fucceflion, till he engag- 
ed to exclude all foreigners from any (hare in the 
B 2 government 

^ Meteren, p. 9. * Bentivoglio, Hiftoria della Gaerra de 
Fiandra, p. 5. In Patigi 1645. 
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government of the provinces. And even to this rio^ 
thing would have made them agree, but their re- 
fpedkfor the emperor, and the awe in which they flood 
of his power; for, if the diftemper under which 
Charles laboured at this time, had proved mortal, 
it was believed, they would have excluded Philip 
from the fovereignty, and conferred it on Maximi- 
lian his coufin, fon of Ferdinand king of Hungary 
and Bohemia *. 

Tticcm- From the Low Countries the emperor carried 
fcheme for his fon iuto Germany, in order to facilitate the ex- 
procuring ecution of a fcheme, which he had lately formed, 
d^S*** of having him eledled King of the Romans. In 
King of the the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty, 
omaat. (^j^j-j^g j^^j procurcd that dignity for his brother 
Ferdinand ^ but having now a fon grown up to 
maturity, of whofe talents for government he en- 
tertained the moft favourable opinion, he repented 
of what he had done in behalf of his brother ; and 
refolved, in cafe he would not refign, to endeavour 
to perfuade the eledors to annul his eleftion. 

^^Q^^ ®^ But Philip's manners were not lefs difgufting in 
maos from Germany, than they had been in the Netherlands v 
fhaifcheme. ^^^ fervcd rather to alienate the afFeftions of the 
Germans, than to conciliate their favour. His de- 
meanour there was equally diftant, referved, and 
haughty. He fufFered even princes of the higheft 
rank to remain uncovered in his prefence ; and, in 
all his behaviour, afFedted a degree of ftate and dig- 
nity which tlie emperors themfelves had never 
been accuftomed to aflume. The Germans dread- 
ed the dominion of one whofe behaviour, even 
when he was courting their favour, was fo cold and 
diftant. They refiifed to liften to the Emperor's 
propofal ; and they were confirmed in their refolu- 
tion of rejedting it, partly, by their remembrance 
of the calamities which they had fufFered, from con- 
ferring the Imperial crown on Charles, whofe power 

had 

* Mcmoirei de Ribier,toro. ii. p. 219. ^ Paris 1666. 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 

had proved almoft fatal to their liberty ; and part- 
ly, by their attachment to Ferdinand, joined with 
the affedtion which they bore to Maximilian, whofe 
charader and manners were entirely the reverfe of 
thofe of Philip. 

Charles was not of a temper to be eafily di- 
verted from his defigns •, and, being confcious of 
the great fuperiority which he had lately acquired, 
from his triumph over the confederacy of Smalk- 
alde, he doubted not of being able to compel the 
eledlors to make choice of his fon, provided he 
could prevail on Ferdinand to refign. To efFeftu- 
ate tWs, he applied liimfelf with all that eameftnefs 
and ardour which he commonly difcovered in tlie 
profecution of liis fchemes. Nothing but the intox- 
ication of profperity could have infpired a prince of 
fo great fagacity as Charles, with the hopes of fuc- 
ceeding in fo chimerical an attempt. Ferdinand 
himfelf was in the frill vigour of life ; and, confix 
dering the declining ftate of his brother's healthy 
his profpeft of the Imperial dignity was not diftant: 
his fon had been educated with the view of attaining 
the fame exalted ftation after his father's death; and, 
from the great popularity of his charafter, he had 
juft ground to entertain the moft fanguine expefta- 
tions of fuccefs. Charles might eafily have perceiv- 
ed, that no arguments which he could employ 
would perfuade either the father or the fon to forego 
a profpeft fo alluring. Accordingly, although he 
had, on all former occafions, found his brother's be- 
haviour towards him refpeftful and complying; 
and, to give greater weight to his prefent applicati- 
on, made ufe of the powerful interceffion of his fif- 
ter the queen dowager of Hungary, to whom his 
brother was indebted for the crowns of Hungary 
and Bohemia; yet Ferdinand withftood all his fil- 
ter's entreaties, and rejedled all the offers of com^- 
penfation which were made to him. Charles had 
given his daughter in marriage to Maximilian, and 

intrufted 
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Book I. intnifted him with the government of Spain, dur- 
^^^^"^^ ing Philip's abfence, in order to footh him under the 
difappointment which he was preparing for him, 
and to remove him to a diftance from Germany, 
when his father's afFedlipn was about to be put to 
the trial. This young prince was greatly alarmed 
when he heard of the defign which was carrying on 
againft him \ and having left Spain, and returned 
to Germany, he omitted nothing in his power, to 
confirm his father's purpofe, and to render it unal- 
terable. Charles faw at laft the neceflity of drop- 
ping, for the prefent, the profecution of his fcheme : 
^nd PWlip left Germany, much diffatisfied with the 
electors, and other German princes, but with none 
more than with his kinfmen ^ 

PhUip re- From Germany he returned to Spain, where he 
Sp'ainr held the regency of the kingdom, and acquitted 
himfelf of his charge, in fuch a manner as led his 
fubjefts to form a favourable opinion of his pru- 
dence, his induftry, and his capacity for govern- 
ment. But the cotemporary hinoqans have men- 
tioned no particulars of Ws conduft during this pe- 
riod, that deferve to be recorded. He remained in 
Spain till Ms marriage with the queen of England, in 
the year one thoufand five hundred and fifty-four. 

Tewith'' ^^ fooner was Mary, daughter of Henry VIII. 
the queen featcd on the throne, than Qiarles, whofe ruling 
©f EDgiaDd. paflion, towards the clofe of his reign, was to ag- 
•grandife his fon, conceived the defign of uniting 
England to his other dominions, by the marriage or 
Philip with the queen. Had Philip declined this 
match, it was believed, that Charles wpuld have of- 
fered Hmfelf to Mary, rather than have loft fo invit- 
ing an opportunity of augmenting his power. But 
the fon was not lefs governed by ambition than the 

father ; 

' Lud. Guicciardin. lib. ii. p. 128. Pallavicini Ifloria di 
Concilio di Trento^ lib. xi. c. 1$. Thuanus, lib. vii. ab initio. 
Extrait des lettres de Marillac aa Roy de France en Ribier^ 
July 22, 1550. 
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father; and readily confented, at the age of twen- 
ty-fix, to marry a princefs of thirty-feven, difagree- 
able in her temper and manners, homely in her per- 
fon, and entirely deftitute of every female charm ^. 

When Charles found that Philip was not averfe 
from the marriage, he immediately difpatched a 
meflenger to the court of London to propofe it ; 
and Mary hefitated not a moment in declaring her 
confent. Philip's bigotry, which made him unami- 
able in the eyes of others, recommended him to her. 
She was ever ftrongly attached to her mother's fa- 
mily ; and fhe confidered how much fo powerful 
an alliance would enable her to execute her favour- 
ite fcheme of extirpating herefy from her dominions. 

MARY'sfubjeftshad not the fame reafons with ^bjeaiont 
their fovereign to make them fond of this alliance, nih againi" 
They had beheld, for more than thirty years, that *^- 
reftlefs ambition with which the emperor was aftu- 
ated : and they now received a ftriking proof of 
Philip's inordinate thirft after power, by his agree- 
ing fo readily to the intended marriage, to which 
there was nothing but motives of ambition that 
could allure him. Befides, they were acquainted 
with his private charafter, and the prejudices which 
his haughty demeanour had, a few years before, 
created againft him in Germany and the Nether^ 
lands. They dreaded the confequences of having 
their queen, whofe temper was naturally rigid and 
fevere, united to a prince of fo imperious a charac- 
ter. They trembled at the thoughts of the danger 
to which dieir liberty and independence would, be 
expofed ; and they were filled with the moft difqui- 
eting apprehenfions of falling under the dominion 
of the Spaniards ; a nation noted for their violent 
ufe of power in the Netherlands and Italy, infamous 
for the barbarities which they had exercifed over the 
natives of America, and diftinguilhed, above all 

other 
K Ribicr, torn. ii. p. 457. 
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Book I. other nations in Europe, for their bigoted attach- 
"^"^^"^ ment to the church ot Rome ^, 

Charlies la- ^o quict thcfc akrms, Oiarles had recourfe to 
move Ibem. different expedients. He prevailed on Mary to 
. fufpend her perfecution of the Proteftants ; and to 
refume the title of Supreme Head of the Church, 
which (he had laid afide fome months before. He 
fent over immenfe fums of money to be diftributed 
among the members of parliament ; and he order- 
ed the marriage articles to be drawn in terms the 
moft honourable and advantageous to Mary and 
her fubjefts. 

By thefe articles it was provided, that Philip 
(hould have only the name of Kjng, while the fo- 
vereign power fhould remain entire in the hands of 
Mar)'i that no foreigner fhould be admitted into 
any public employment j no innovation made in 
the laws and cuftoms, and no violation offered to 
the rights and privileges of the nation •, that Eng- 
land fhould not, in confequence of the marriage, 
be involved in any war between France and Spain ; 
that the heirs of the marriage fhould not only inhe- 
rit the Netherlands and England, but, in the event 
of Don Carlos's dying without ifTije, Ihould fucceed 
to the crown of Spain, and to the relt of Philip's he- 
reditary dominions ; and that if the queen fhould 
die without iflue, Philip fhould have no claim to 
any (hare in the government of England, but the 
crown of that kingdom (hould devolve immediate- 
ly to the lawful heir K 

^isfucccfs. These conceflions were not altogether without 
effedt. They did not indeed entirely difpel the 
apprehcnfions that were entertained; and many 
perfons thought that the more advantageous 
the conditions offered were, there was fo much 
the greater reafon for fufpedking that Charles 
and his Ion had no ferious intention to ful- 
fil 

^ Burnet's Rcf. part li. p. 284; and Car^c, vol. ii. p. 297. 

^ Burnet's Hill.ofthc Rcf. part ii.b.ii. p. 260, Carte, b.xv7i. 
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fil them. But they fumiihed the courtiers, and Book L 
other partifans of the Spanifti match, with fpecious ^'^''^''^ 
arguments in its defence : and deprived thofe who 
ftiil remained averfe from it, of any plaufibie pre- 
text under wWch they might have procured an 
aflbciation againft it. This was attempted by Sir 
Thomas Wiat and others, who fucceeded fo far, 
as to perfuade feverai hundreds of the people to 
take up arms ; but this inconfiderable and ill-con- 
certed infurredion was quickly fuppreffed, and 
ferved only to confirm that power of the queen to 
difpofe of herfelf in marriage, which the malcon- 
tents intended to have controuled ^. 

Every obftacle being removed, and the articles 
of marriage ratified by parliament, Mary now em- 
ployed herfelf in preparing for the reception of her 
future hufband ; for whom, although flie had never 
feen him, (he had conceived fo violent a paffion, 
as filled her mind with the moft anxious impatience 
for his arrival. She was, at the fame time, extremely 
mortified with Ws coldnefe towards her ; and com- 
plained, that, although ihe had fo readily confent- 
ed to beftow upon him both her kingdom and 
herfelf, he liad never vouchfafed to write her a letter 
en the fubjeft, or to (atisfy her as to the caufes of 
his delay in coming to England. At length he fent 
the marquis De las Navas to inform her that every 
thing was in readinefs for his leaving Spain. But 
before his departure, the Spanifli hillorians relate, 
that, having vifited the (hrine of St. Jago in Galicia, 
he there heard mafs with much devotion ; kneeling 
on the ground, without allowing the monks to 
fiimifh him with a cufliion ; and recommending 
himfelf to the protedlion of the patron faint *. 

He fet fail from Corunna, in the beginning of pK»>«p'* 
July, one thoufand five hundred and fifty-four, E^J^ii^J" 
and arrived at Southampton, after a prosperous 



voyage, 



^ Barnet, p. 262. Carte. 

' parte, b. xvii. p. 312. Cabrera, lib. i. c. ^, 
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Booc I. voyage, on the 19th or 20th of the fame month 
^*'**^"^ In a few days after Ws arrival, the marriage cere- 
mony was performed at Winchefter ; where Philip 
received, from the emperor's ambaifador, the in- 
veftiture of Naples, Sicily, and Milan, togetha 
with the titular kingdom of Teruialem ; all whidi 
Charles refigned to him on this occafion, as a td^ 
timony of the joy and fatisfadtion which the mar- 
riage afforded him, and in order to render his fon 
a hufband more worthy of his royal fpoufe "^. 

Hifbchati- Having brought with Wm a numerous train of 
BM^rs. Spanifh nobility, Philip ftudied to dazzle the eyes 
of the Englifh, by the pornp and fplendour of his 
public appearances, and to gain their afFeftions by 
his liberality. But he could not, with all his en- 
deavours, hide the blemifhes of his charafter. His 
natural referve and haughtinefs ftill appeared in 
his demeanour. He was too much a Spaniard to 
relilh any thing that was not Spanifti. He could, 
on no occafion, comply with the manners of the 
Englilh. He fufFered even the chief nobility to 
remain in his prefence without taking any notice 
of them ; allowed no perfon to approach him 
without having previoufly obtained permiffion ; and 
thus made himfelf difficult of accels, even to thofc 
whofe favour he wi(hed to conciliate or fecure ". 

Hedifcoycrs It foou appeared, how little he was fatisfied wiA 
CM vTewl! ^^^ article of his marriage-treaty, by which he was 
excluded from the government. At his defire, zai 
in order to gain his afFedions, which Mary regard- 
ed more than either the intereft of her people^ or 
even her own importance in the kingdom, fhe f^ 
quefted of the parliament to declare him the prfr 

fumptivc 

" Burnet's Rcf. p. ii. b. ii. Carte, b. xvii. p. 313. Saa> 

monte Hift. di Napoli, libro gno, p. 263. 

" Burnet's HiH. of the Ref.v.ii. p. 288. Carte, b.xvii. p. 31J, 
" His carriage," fays Bifhop Burner, ** was fuch, that the 

** ading him and his Spaniards was one of the great diver- 

** fions of queen Elizabeths court/* 
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fumptive heir of the crown, and to commit the Book I. 
adminiftration of the (late into his hands. ^— v-^ 

Both houfes had hitherto fliewn themfelves ex-» 
tremely obfequious to her will ; but they faw now 
the neceffity of putting an end to their compli- 
ances. They eafily perceived the fpirit and ten- 
dency of her demands, and confidered them as an 
indubitable proof of her determined purpofe to 
gratify her hufband's ambition, without regard to 
the fatal confequences that might follow. They 
rejedted both her requefts. Although they had 
confented to Philip's bearing the title of king, they 
would not agree to the ceremony of his corona- 
tion ; and they obftinately refufed to aflift the em- 
peror in the war which he was carrying on againft 
France °. 

To overcome the prejudices, which, from this Hii artifict. 
condudt of the parliament, Philip perceived were 
entertained againft him, he refolved to curb his 
natural difpofition, and to affume the appearance 
of moderation. With this defign, he obtained from 
Mary the releafe of feveral perfons of diftindlion, 
whom (he had thrown into prifon, on fufpicion of 
their diflatisfadlion to her government. But there 
was no part of his condud better calculated to 
conciliate the favour of the Englifh, than his pro- 
tedtion of the lady Elizabeth -, againft whom Mary 
had given fuch proofs of jealoufy and refentment, 
as rendered the life of that princefs of importance 
to the nation. It was unfortunate, however, for 
Philip, that the favour which he fhowed towards 
Elizabeth admitted of an interpretation very differ- 
ent from what he expeded would have been put 
upon it. Men were not inclined to afcribe to ge- 
nerofity, in a prince of his interefted charafter, an 
action to which he muft have been prompted by 
this political confideration, that if Ebzabeth were 
cut off, and Mary to die without iffue, England 

would 
o Cane, p. 315. 
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Book I. would be inherited by the queen of Scots : by 
^^ ^"^ whofe marriage with the Dauphin, both the crowns 

of Scotland and of England would be united to 

that of France p. 

Perfecution Mary had, iu ordcr to ingratiate herfelf with 
teft^nu?**" ^^^ people, and to advance the views of her hut 
band, fufpended her perfecution of the Reformers. 
But her zeal and bigotry were too violent to be 
long reftrained ; and Philip was not inclined, either 
frorti principle or temper, to oppofe thofe (angui- 
nary meafures which flie was now determined to 
purfue. Courts no lefs arbitrary than the Spaniih 
Inquifition were inftituted; and the fame barbarous 
punifhments, which that tribunal denounces, were 
inflided on great numbers of perfons, without diP 
tinftion either of age or fex. No perfon doubted 
that Mary was of herfelf fufficiently prone to em- 
ploy thofe dreadful feverities which were exercifedj 
but as all men knew how implicitly fhe was devot- 
ed to her hufband's will, they could not help con- 
fidering them as the confequence either of his ad- 
vice or his approbation ^. Philip was fenfible of Ac 
odium to which he was expofed ^ and, in order 4o 
remove or leffen it, he had recourfe to the ridicu- 
lous expedient of making his confeffor, a Franiif 
can friar, deliver before him, a fermon in favour of 
toleration ^ But notwithftanding this artifice, wJidi 
was too grofs to impofe upon any perfbrij^ arni 
though Philip feldom appeared openly to adl a part 
in the adminiftration, the prepolfeflions againft Hni 

ffiD 

f Burnet, vol. ii. b. ii. p- 287. Carte, p, 316. Cam- 
den's Apparatus. *i Philip's Hiflorian Cabrera afcribes tk 
perfecutions to Philip as matter of praife, p. 28. lib. i. c. 7. 

' This fermon was delivered on the loth of Febrairy ; yet, 
on the 24th of May following, Philip joined with Mary, opot 
occafion of Bonner's declining to take all the odium of the pe^ 
fecution upon hirofelf, in writing to that brutal prelate, requir* 
ing him to proceed in the execution of the laAVs againfl Heretio; 
fo as that, through his good furtherance, both God's glory mwf 
be the better advanced, and the commonwealth the inoi« 
quietly governed, Burnet's Collc^lion of {Records, No. ^q, 
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ftill remained. All his condud was beheld witli an Book T. 
eye of watchful jealoufy and diftruft ; nor was it ^•^'^'^^ 
poffible for Mary to obtain any higher concellion 
from the parliament in his favour, than this, that 
if (he (hould die, and leave ilfue behind her, JPhilip 
fhould be protedor during the minority. 

For feveral months, this conceflion was not Philip 
deemed fo infignificant as it afterwards proved. A}^"^^ ^°^' 
belief prevailed throughout the Idngdom, that Mary 
was with child, and Philip, and even Mary herfelf, 
believed it ^ PWlip remained in England while 
there was any reafon to entertain hopes of fo defir- 
able an event ; which might have realifed that 
power at which he had afpired ever fmce Hs arrival 
in the kingdom. But when thofe appearances, 
which gave rife to the belief of Mary's pregnancy^ 
were found to be nothing but the approach of a 
dropfy ; when all profpeft of her ever having chil- 
dren was annihilated, and her anxiety for offspring, 
joined with her natural foumefs and jealoufy, had 
preyed upon her health, and rendered her perfon, 
as well as her converfation, difagreeable ; Philip 
left England, after having ftaid in it fourteen 
months, and pafled over to the Netherlands '. 

There the emperor was preparing to execute aThcempe- 
refolution which he had formed of refigning his ^7^00*0?' 
dominions, in order to pafs the remainder of his hit domiw- 
life in retirement. At the time of Philip's marriage ^'**' 
with the queen of England, he had ceded to him 
the kingdom of Naples, and the dutchy of Milan ; 
and had little reafon to be fatisfied with his fon's 

behaviour 

* On the 30th of Aprils a report was fpread that (he was 
aftaallj delivered of a fon. AH the bells in London were fee 
a-ringiog. Bonfires were lighted up in every corner of the city. 
A Te Deom was fung in the cathedral of St. Paul's; and a 
prieft indulged his credulity to fuch a height as to defcribe, 
with great particularity, the proportions and features of the 
young prince, whom he reprefented as the healthiefl and molt 
beautiful that had been ever feen. Carte, p. 317. 

* Harseus, Carte, p- 317. Burnet, part ii. b. ii. p. 312. 
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Book I. behaviour towards him, after giving fo ftrong i 
^^'^^"^ proof of his paternal aiFeftion and munificence. 
Philip, befides reftifmg to come over to Flanders, 
where Charles was defirous of feeing him, unlefs 
he were cloathed with fome authority in that coun- 
try, during his abode in it, infifted, that the grant 
of the Italian States fliould be abfolute and uncon- 
ditional ; and no fooner had he entered upon the 
poffeflion of them, than he difplaced Ws father's 
minifters, in order to make room for creatures of 
Ks own. This undutiful behaviour of his fon did 
not deter the emperor from refolving to refign to 
Hm all the reft of his dominions. On the contrary, 
it appears to have been Ws principal motive in 
forming this refolution ; as it gave him a clear dis- 
covery of Philip^s imperious temper, and fhewed 
that he had now reduced himfelf to the difagreeable 
alternative, of either contending with his fon, or 
of yielding to him ". 

Had Charles enjoyed the fame vigour, either of 
body or mind, which he poffeffed fome years be- 
fore, it is probable that Philip's behaviour would 
have operated upon him very differently, and have 
determined him to abridge, rather than augment, 
his fon's power. But finding himfelf worn out, 
partly by the excruciating pain which he had long 
fufFered from fi^uent returns of the gout, and 
partly by his inceflant aftivity, and continual aj>- 
plication to bufmefs, he perceived that he muft, 
for the future, either truft to his minifters, which 
he had hitherto avoided ; or fink ere long under 
the weight of the government of fo many States as 
were fubjeft to his dominion. It was therefore be- 
come neceflfary for him to difengage himfelf from, 
at leaft, a part of thofe cares which oppreflTed him. 
If his fon's ambition had been more moderate, or 
his temper of mind more complying, Charles might 
have invefted him with the chief branches of admi- 

niftration, 

" L' Evefque, p. 24, 2;. Summonte, lib. ix, p. 265. 
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niftration, and have ftill retained the fupreme an- Book U 
thority i or, after refigning to him the fovereignty 
of a part of his dominions, he might have reserv- 
ed the remainder in his own hands ; but he fore- 
faw, that Philip's temper would, in either of thefe 
cafes, have proved the fburce of continual uneafi* 
nels to him ; and this he could not, with dignity, 
avoid by any other means, than by retiring from 
the world, and making an abfolute ceflion of his 
whole dominions *. 

Determined by thefe motives^ he refigned 
the fovereignty of the Low Countries in Odober 
J SBS'f and that of Spain in the month of January 
immediately following. But he retained pofleflion 
of his Imperial crown for fevcral months longer, 
till he had made another fruitlefs attempt' to per- 
fuade his brother to relinquifh his claim to the era- 
jMre, in behalf of Philip. Charles was retiring from 
the world under a convittion of the vanity of hu- 
man greatnefs, yet he was as folicitous to fecure aw 
acceflion of that greatncfe to Ms fon, as if he had 
believed that it conftituted the fi^jremc felicity of 
man. His own experience had furnifhcd him witftr 
the ftrongcft proof, that dominions fo widely ex- 
tended, conferred the appearance of power more 
than the fubftance or reality ; that they are the 
fource of continual and diftra£ling anxiety ; that 
they engage the poflefTor in enterprifes beyond his 
ftrength, and that the right government of them is 
a tafk above the capacity of any individual : yet 
he defired nothing fo much, as to load his fon 
with that burden, wWch he himfelf had found in- 
( tolerable, and under which he had funk long be- 
t fore the period when old age obliges men to quit ^ 
a the fcenes of aftive life. Charles had long foftered 
B that prepofterous ambition of princes, which prompts 
3 them to the purfuit of power, without regard to the 
i great end for wWch alone it is defirable, the hap- 
i . pinefo 

* Ribicr, p. 485. 
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J)inefs of their fubjefts : and it was become impof- 
ible for him entirely to diveft himfelf of this pafliony 
although he was determined never more to in- 
dulge it. 

V^^ctShu^^ With refpeft to another part of his condudl at 
this time, it is much eafier to enter into the rnotives 
from which he adted. Previoufly to his abdication, 
he had been exceedingly defirous to have peace 
eftabliflied with France, in order to give his fon 
leifure to recover his donunions from that exhauft- 
ed ftate to wWch his own continual wars, together 
with the fums tranfmitted to England, had reduced 
them. In tWs, however, all his attempts had W- 
therto failed. But, having been detained in the 
Low Countries by the feverity of the feafon, and 
his bodily diftrefs, much longer than he intended, 
he had the fatisfadlion, before his departure,' to em- 
ploy his endeavours fuccefsfuUy in efFedtuating^the 
truce of Vaucelles : and, before the expiration of 
that truce, there was ground to hope, that the fe- 
veral points of difference between his fon and the 
French monarch, would be amicably adjufted. 
Soon after this, he fet out for his retreat in Sp^ : 
where, having buried, in the folitude of a convent, 
all his fchemes of glory and ambition, he feldom 
inquired, or even fuflfered his domeffics to itiforro 
him, concerning what was paffing in the world 7; 



^ Gianone^ torn, iv. p. 198. 



THE 



THE 

HISTORY 

OF THE REIGN OF 

PHILIP THE SECOND, 
KING OF SPAIN. 

B O O K IL 



NOTWITHSTANDING Charles was difap- BtfofcTT. 
pointed in his fcheme of tranfmitting the em- phm^T^ 
pire to Ks fon, Philip was ftill the moft powerful power ani 
monarch of the ^e. In Europe, befides the united **"*°***°*' 
Idngdoitis of Caftile, Arragon, and Navarre, he pof- 
feffed the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, the 
dutchy of Milan, Franche-Coriipte, and the Ne- 
therlands ; in Africa, Tunis, Oran, the Cape-Verd, 
and the Canary Iflands; in Afia, the Philippine 
and Sunda Iflands, and a part of the Moluccas ; 
and in America, the empires of Peru and Mexico, 
New Spain and Chili, befides Hifpaniola, Cuba, 
and many other of the American iflands. The 
mines of Mexico, Chili, and PotoCi, were, at the 
time of Philip's acceffion, a fource of greater 
wealth than almoft all the other princes in Europe 
wei-e polfefled of*. His fleet was much more nu- 
merous than that of any other European power. 
His troops were better difciplined, and more accuf- 
VoL. I. C tomed 

* They brought him 25,000,000 of guilders yearly. Metereo. 
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Book II. tomed to war and victory : and they were com«- 
w ^v-" ^ manded by the ableft, and moft experienced gene- 
rals of the age. 

Such extenfive power, and fuch copious re- 
fources, could not but appear extremely formidable 
to the other European States y efpecially when they 
refleded upon the dark, imperious charadter of the 
prince to whom they belonged. For although 
Philip had neither Ms father's valour, nor his enter- 
prizing aftivity, yet he was plodding, induftrious, 
and penetrating. He had already fhewn that his 
ambition was not lefs ardent than that of the em- 
peror ; and it was the more to be dreaded, as it 
was concealed under the cloak of fervent zeal for 
the intereft of religion. 

State of But how much foever Hulip's power and cha- 
Europe. rafter were fitted to excite jealoufy in the neigh- 
bouring ftates, there were few of them, at tWs pe- 
of Eflg. riod, in a condition to counteradl Ws defigns. The 
*■"** Englifti had, fmce Mary*s acceffion, loft much of 
that importance in Europe, wKcb they had enjoy- 
ed for half a century before. Commerce was ei- 
ther negledted, or oppreffed; their troops were un- 
difciplined, and difufed to war ; and their navy was 
in the moft languifhing condition. During Philip's 
tefidence among them, they had given proof of 
their native fpirit of independence, by remfing to 
admit him to any (hare of the adminiftration ; but 
they had, in every thing elfe, (hewn themfelves 
tamely fubmlflive to the will of their weak, bigot- 
ed queen : and there was ground to apprehend, 
that, inftead of oppofing him, they would be com- 
pelled by her to fupport him, in the purfuit of any 
violent meafures in which his ambition or bigotry 
might engage him. 

ofGermt- He had uo greater reafon to expeft oppofition 
"y* from Germany than from England. For whatever 

difguft his competition with Ferdinand for the Im- 
perial 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 19 

penal crown mi^t have created, there was no pro^ B© o k It 
bability that it would ever occafion any violent dif- — ^'^ 
fenfion, or open rupture between them. Ferdinand 
was not yet fully lettled in the pofleffion of Hunga- 
ry. He was diiquieted with apprehenfions that the 
Sultan would ere long renew hoffilities againft him 
in that Idngdom ; and, in order to provide Againft 
this event, and fecure to himfelf that fupport, of 
which, in cafe it (hould happen, he would ftand in 
need, he laboured affiduoufly to eftablifh concord 
among the feveral princes of the Germanic body, 
and to compofe the animofities wMch the differ- 
ences in religion had produced. 

Portugal had, at this time, reached the (um-o^^P«"«- 
mit of its profperity and glory. Thofe difcoveries ^* ' 
and conquefts in the moft diftant regions of the 
globe, which had advanced that Idngdom to a rank 
fo much fuperior to what it held before, were almoft 
completed. But John the Third, under whofe go- 
vernment and aufpices fo great a nimiber of difco- 
veries and conquefts had been made, was now in 
the decline of life ; beloved by his people ; re- 
fpefted by his neighbours ; and only folicitous to 
maintain peace, and to render his fubjefts happy. 

The thrones of Denmark and Sweden were fill- Denmark 
ed by Chriftiern the Third and Guftavus Erickfon.;^^.^^- 
Under the juft and mild adminiftration of the for- 
mer monarch, Denmark was beginning to recover 
from that exhaufted ftate to which ci\'il diflenfions, 
the calamities of foreign war, and the oppreflion of 
an odious tyrant lately dethroned, had reduced it : 
while the Swedes, who, under Guftavus, had 
thrown off the yoke of the neighbouring kingdom, 
and beftowed their crown upon their brave deliver- 
er, were enjoying under him the fweets of liberty, 
and laying the foundation of that greatnefs to which 
they afterwards attained. Neither of thefe nations, 
however, were yet in a condition to take a part in 
the affairs of the other European powers ; and the 
C 2 patriotic 
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patriotic princes who ruled over them, found ftif^ 
' ficient employment in eftablifhing tranquillity with- 
in their kingdoms. 

Of the In Italy, the dominions of the church, lately 

^r^J^"^ HHich diminiOied by the grant which Paul the Third 
had made of the dutcraes of Parma and Placentia 
to Oflavio Farnefe Hs grandfon, were (hut up be- 
tween the dutchy of Milan on the one hand, and 
the kingdom of Naples on the other. The fove- 
reign pontiff, therefore, was more dependent on 
Philip, than upon any other prince, and was much 
more likely to find Ks intereli in courting that mo- 
narch's favour, than in promoting any fcheme of 
oppofltion to his defigns. 

Twfcany. CosMo dc Mcdict, dukc of Tufcany, had been 
greatly indebted to the late emperor for the fove- 
reignty which he enjoyed ; and his dominions were, 
by the emperor's favour and his own wife jx)licy, 
become fo confiderable, that only the viceroy of 
Naples, or the governor of Milan, could ^ve him 
any juft ground of uneafinefs. Both gratitude and 
intereli feemed to call on that political prince to at- 
tach himfelf to the king of Sp^n, and to cultivate 
his friendfhip. 

^T7n<r^* Oc T A V I o de Farnefe, duke of Farma, had been 
tucenti 1. deprived of the dutchy of Placentia by the emjje- 
ror; and Philibert Emanuel, duke of Savoy, had 
been llript^ in his father's lifetime, both of Savoy 
and Piedmont, by the French. Without the fe- 
vour of Philip, neither of thefe two princes had any 
profpedt of recovering his dominions^ 

The republic of Venice, formerly fo powerful 
and ambitious, had, after the league of Cambray, 
difcovered the folly of their ambition ; and they 
now adhered ftcdfeftly to the cautious maxim, of 
maint^ning a ftridl neutrality in all the quarrels of the 
European powers 5 whofe friendfhip, and efpecially 

that 
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that of Philip, they were folicitous to fecure, as the Book If. 
only means by wMch the invafions of their formida- ^"^-^^ 
ble enemy, the Ttirkifti Sultan, could be repelled. 

From this view of the European States at the of France, 
time of Philip's acceffion, it is evident there was no 
other counterpoife in Chriftendom to his power, but 
France: which was not indeed of fo great extent 
as Philip's dominions, but poflefled fuch advantages 
in its fituation, in its people, and in its government, 
as made it at leaft the fecond kingdom in Europe, 
and qualified it to ferve as a rampart of the general 
liberty, againft the power of Spain. Although the 
frontier of this mighty monarchy did not reach fo 
far as it does at prefent, yet it extended from the 
Britifli Qiannel to the Mediterranean and Italy, 
and firom the Pyrenees to Germany and the Ne- 
therlands ; and, through all that (pace, was unmixt 
with the territories of any other ftate j lying between 
Philip's dominions in Spain or Italy, and the Nether- 
lands ^ and in the time of war, rendering it difficult 
for his troops in one of thefe countries, to co-ope- 
rate with thofe in the other. 

During the reigns of feveral princes, the French chara^cr 
nation had been accullomed almolt perpetually toprcncw. 
the ufe of arms, and had never become fufficiently 
acquainted either with the arts, or with the fweets of 
peace, to be averfe from war. The fpirit of chi- 
valry, the heroic valour, and romantic love of mi- 
litary fame, which, whilft the feudal government 
fubfifted, proved the fource of fo many calamities 
to the kingdom, ftill animated in a high degree the 
French nobility ; but having taken a different di- 
redtion, inftead of engaging them in hoftilities 
againft one another, it inflamed them with the lau- 
dable ambition of courting toil and danger in fup 
port of the glory of the nation and the crown. 

Henry the Second, who governed this warlike Henr,ii. 
people, liad already fhewn himfelf poiTelTed of no 

inconfiderable 
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Book 11. inconfiderable ftiare of that ardent and ambitious 
^^^~'~' fpirit by which his father was fo eminently diftin- 
guiftied. He had not indeed the bold military ge- 
nius of Francis ; but this defedt in his character was 
abundantly fupplied by his generals ; among whom 
were the marefchal de Brifac, the conqueror of Pi- 
edmont; the conftable Montmorency, fomuch ce- 
lebrated for his heroic valour, and Francis of Lor- 
rain duke of Guife, who had lately acquired immortal 
honour by his defence of Metz againft the emperor. 

HiiaiiUf, Henry was formidable, from his connexions 
with foreign powers, as well as on account of his 
internal refources. The queen of Scots having been 
educated at his court, and betrothed to his eldeft 
fon, her Idngdom was likely to become a province of 
France, And, in imitation of his father, he had court- 
ed affiduoufly the friendfliip of the Swifs, and enter- 
ed into a ftrift alliance with the Sultan ; from the 
former of whom, he might, in cafe of a rupture with 
Spain, receive afliftance by land, as he could, from 
^he latter, by fea, on the coafts of Spain and Italy, 

It appeared almoft from the beginning of Hen- 
ry's reign, that he had thoroughly imbibed his - fa- 
ther's paffions, his ambition to recover poffeflion of 
thofe Italian dominions which had occafioned fo 
many bloody wars, and his jealoufy of the Spanifh 
or Auftrian power and greatnefs. 

Prompted by thefe paffions, he had, in the year 
one thoufand five hundred apd fifty-one, taken Oo- 
tavio Famefe, duke of Parma, under his proteaiion, 
in oppofition both to the pope and to the emperor. 
And he had entered into a league againft Charles, 
with the Proteftant princes in Germany : than 
which, he could not have given a ftronger demon.- 
ftration of his jealoufy of the emperor; fince the 
principal end of this alliance was, to fave from ruin 
in Germany, that religion, the profeflbrs of which he 
had perfecuted in France with unrelenting rigour 

The 
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•The war wMch was the confequence of this alliance, Book II. 
continued with various fuccefs, till a flop was put to ^^'^^'^^ 
it, for a few months, by the truce of Vaucelles above 
mentioned. By tMs truce the contending parties 
were to retain pofleffion of their conquefts for five 
years, unlefs their refpedtive claims were adjufted 
before the expiration of that term. TWs was the 
principal article; and, in virtue of it, not only Metz 
and Toul and Verdun, which rendered France fe* 
cure on Ae German frontier, but almoft the whole 
of Savoy and Piedmont, (the reftoration of which 
the emperor was in honour bound to procure to the 
duke of Savoy) were to remain in the hands of the 
French. Charles would never have confented to 
tWs condition, which he had rejefted when it was 
propofed in the preceding year, had he not thought 
it neceflary that his fon Ihould enjoy fome years of 
peace. Henry, on the other hand, had the higheft 
reafbn to be fatisfied; yet it was by him the truce 
was violated. Into this meafure, of wMch he had 
much reafon afterwards to repent, he was drawn, 
partly by that hereditary ambition, which had pof- 
fefled fo many of his predeceffors to gain a footing 
in Italy, and partly by the interefted counfels of the 
family of Guifc; but chiefly by the folicitations and 
importunity of the fovereign pontiff. 

Paul the Fourth, one of the moft fingular cha- 
rafters of the age, and whofe condudt furnifhed, at 
this time, a itriking contrail to that of the emperor, 
had been lately advanced to the papacy ; after hav- 
ing pafled the greateft part of his ufe either in the 
lludy of the learned languages and fcholaftic theo- 
logy, or in the aufterities of a cloiiter. Born of the -, 
family of CarafFa in* the kingdom of Naples, he had 
in his youth enjoyed feveral righ preferments, and 
been employed as a nuncio in Naples, in Spain, 
and in England. But having grown tired of this 
public life, he had relinquifhed the paths of am- 
bilion -, refigned his benefices j inltituted an order 

of 
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PooicII. of Monks, and lived, for feveral years, in ftrid^ 
v-^v^^ conformity to the rigid rules wWch he prefcribed 
Uiem. Paul the Third with difficulty perfuaded him 
to quit his retirement, and accept of the dignity of 
cardinal : nor would he have been induced to 
comply with the pope's requeft, by any other mo- 
tive, but the hope of contributing towards the ex- 
tirpation of the Lutheran herefy ; againft wWch he 
Iiad ever (hewn the moll furious and bigoted zeal. 
He was the oldeft cardinal when Marcellus died ^ 
and this circumftance ferved not a little to promote 
his election ; as it flattered the other competitors 
with the profpeft of feeing, ere long, another va- 
cancy in the papal chair. 

But his advanced age had given him neither mo- 
deration nor prudence, nor any ufeful acquaintance 
with the world, He talked perpetually of the pow- 
er belonging to the fucceflor of St. Peter, and his 
fuperiority to princes, in terms that might have been 
fufFered in the dark ages of the church, but which, 
from the revolution mens fentiments had lately 
undergone, appeared, even to his courtiers them-r 
felves, ridiculous and extravagant. In all his de- 
meanour he difcovered a degree of haughtinefs, that 
aftoniflied thofe who obferved it ; and he began his 
pontificate at the age of feventy-nine, with an im- 
petuofity and violence feldom to be met with in 
the ardour of youth ^, 

^evTi*' ^^ ^^ '^"S h^'^ ^ diftinguiftied charafter for 

^ '*' * fanftity of manners, and difinterefted zeal for the 
honour of the Holy fee -, but having now attained 
the higheft dignity to which he could afpire, and 
having no longer any reafon to difguife his fenti- 
ments, he devoted himfelf, with a blind attach- 
ment, to his nephews, and feemed to have no 
other aim, in the exercife of his pontifical power, 
than to advance their interelts, and affift them 

in 

^ F. Paul. lib. V. Onuphrii Panvinii vita Pauli IV. Thu- 
^ni, lib. XV. c. 12. Burnet's Hifl. of the Ref. part ii. b. ii. 
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in the execution of their ambitious defigns. Un- 
fortunately for the peace of Europe, their ambition 
could not be fatisfied with the dignities, which, as 
fupreme pontiff, he had the power of conferring ; 
ahhough he beftqwed on count Montorio, Ws 
eldeft nephew, the dukedom of Palliano, of which 
he had violently difpoffeffed Mark Antony Colon- 
na ; on the fecond, the government of Rome, 
with the county of Bagno, and the title of mar- 
quis of Montebello ; and had made the youngeft 
a cardinal, and legate of Bologna. But thefe men 
afpired at fome fovereign or independent eftablifli- 
ment, fuch as had been procured by Leo and 
Clement, for the Medici •, and by Paul the Third, 
for the family of Farnefe. They faw no other 
means of accomplillMng their defign, but by dif- 
poflelfing the emperor and his fon of their Italian 
dominions : and to attempt this, both Paul and his 
nephews were incited by motives of refentment, 
as well as intereft. The younger CarafFa, for- 
merly a foldier, and one of the knights of Malta, 
though now a cardinal, having, when he ferved 
in the emperor's army in Germany, challenged a 
Spanifh officer to fingle combat, Charles had put 
him under arreft ; and afterwards, when the pope 
had conferred on him the priory of St. Jerom in 
Naples, the emperor's viceroy had prevented him 
from entering upon the poffeffion of it *^. 

Paul himfelf, during his refidence as nuncio in 
Spain, having acquired the efteem of Ferdinand 
the Catholic, had been admitted by him into the 
council of llate, and had retained his place there 
after the acceflion of Charles. But having, on fome 
occafion, fpoken with too much freedom in the 
confiftory at Rome, Charles had teftified his dif- 
pleafure with him, by ordering Ws name to be 
llruck out of the lift of counfellors. Not fatisfied 
with this, he had firft oppofed his being admitted 

tQ 
< Fs^UaviciDi, p. 60. Father Fault lib. y< 
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Book II. to the archbiihopric of Naples, to whidi Paul the 
*'"*"^^'"*^ Third had prefented him, and afterwards, though 
Charles was perfuaded by Julius the 'Hiird to con- 
fent to his inveftiture, yet he had molefted Imn in 
the exercife of his jurifdi^on ; and had exerted aB 
his influence in the conclave to prevent fais ad- 
vancement to the papal throne ^. 

These injuries made a deep impreflion on the 
proud and fiery temper of the pontiff; nor was he 
folicitous to conceal his indignation. Even in the 
prefence of the cardinals of the Imperial party, he 
ufed to inveigh bitterly againfl the emperor, and 
to join menaces to his invedtives ; and would fome- 
times add, that they might inform thdr mailer, if 
they pleafed, of what he fiud. 

Their arti. It IS probable, however, that he would not 
*** have dreamt of having recourfe to arms, had not 
his nephews, and particularly the cardinal, the 
moft ambitious and intriguing, employed various 
artifices to deceive him. They gave Wm informa- 
tion of nodumal affcmblies held in Rome, by the 
partifans of the emperor, in which, meafures were 
concerted prejudicial to his authority ; they inform- 
ed him of a deteftion which they had made, of 
perlbns hired by the emperor, to poifon, or aflaffi- 
nate both him and them ; and they carried him 
intercepted letters writ in cypher, from which, ac- 
cording to the cardinal's interpretation, it appear- 
ed, that fome fecret machinations were in agita- 
tion againft him among the Imperial miniftersL 

By thefe and other means of the fame nature, 
they at once roufed his fears, and inflamed his rt- 
fentment ; and he at length refolved, in conformity 
with their advice, to endeavour to engage the 
French king, whofe war with the emperor Itill fub- 

fifted, 

* Samroontc, lib. x. p. 269. Ptllavicini, lib. xiiu c. 14. 
F. PmU lib. V, ^ 
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lifted, to enter into a treaty of alliance with him Book II. 
againft the common enemy. ' -w'-kJ 

Having, with this view, called fuch of hisj"^^},?^ 
courtiers as he confided in, to a fecret conference, with h«. 
at which he defired the French ambaffador, Avan-'^ "• 
fon, to be prefent ; he informed them of the fe- 
veral plots againft him and his nephews, which had 
fortunately been detedted, and lamented that, not- 
withftanding it had pleafed God to appdnt Wm to 
be the common father of Chriffians, yet his chil- 
dren, by confpiring to accomplifli his deftruftion, 
had reduced him to the painful neceflity of taking 
arms againft them, in order to maintain that facred 
dignity with which he was invetted. And he con- 
cluded with faying, that his hopes of deliverance 
from the dangers which threatened him and the 
church, were founded principally on the power 
and zeal of lus moft Qinftian Majefty. 

A V ANSON replied to this difcourfe, by afluring 
him that the king and kingdom of France would 
be ready to devote themfelves to the defence of 
his facred perfon, and the Apoftolic See ; and Paul 
difiniffed the aflembly, after obferving that he 
hoped ere long to fee one of the king's fons in pof- 
feflion of Naples, and another, of the dutchy of 
Milan. 

Caraffa the cardinal, impatient of delay, im- 
mediately fet on foot a treaty between his uncle 
and Avanfon ; and having, without much diffi- 
culty, brought it to a conclufion, he tranfmitted it 
to the court of France ^. 

The moft important articles were thcfe. That 
the king of France (hould take upon himfelf the 

protedlion 

* From this treaXy it is evident, that however folicitous Paul 
was to advance the ambitious and interefled views of hi* lie* 
phews, he was not entirely under their direction, nor altoge- 
ther regardlefs of the intereit of the Holy See. PaUavicini« 
lib. xiii. c. 15. 
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Book II. proteftion of the pope, and all the faimly of G- 
' rafFa : that the pope (hould fumifh an anny of 
10,000 men i and the king the fame, or a greater 
number, if neceflary, to co-operate with me ec- 
clefiaftical forces, in reftoring liberty to Tufcany, 
and in expelling the Imperialifts and Spaniards the 
Idngdoms of Naples and Sicily. And that, in cafe 
their arms (hould be attended with fuccels, the 
pope (hould immediately grant the inveftiture of 
thefe kingdoms to a younger Ion of the Frcndi 
monarch ; referving for the Ecclefiaftical State, j 
the city of Benevento, with its territory, and an 
annual tribute of 20,000 crowns j befides an in- 
dependent eftablifhment, in the Idngdom of Na- 
ples, of 25,000 crowns, for the count Montorio*, 
and another of 1 5,000 for Antonio de Caraffa ^. 

This treaty met with fuch a reception at tk 
court of France, as Avanfon had given realbn to 
expeft. Henry was allured by the profpedt wKdi 
it opened to him of acquiring thofe Italian domim- 
ons, for which his predeceflbrs had fo often con- 
tended ; and was of himfelf ftrongly inclined to 
comply with the pope's propofals. The conftaUc 
Montmorency, ever bold, and often ra(h in aftioB, 
but in counfel provident, circumfpeft, and cauti- 
ous, employed feveral cogent arguments to S- 
fuade him •, and was warmly feconded by the car- 
dinal of Tournon. 

They obferved, that, as the emperor was about 
to refign his dominions, it was highly probable, 
that either a peace, or a truce with Spain, mi^ 
foon be eftabli(hed •, they reprefented how pernici- 
ous all thofe enterprifes in Italy had been, whidi 
Henry's anceflors had undertaken, in circumftan' 
ces much more favourable than the prefent, when 
the nation was exhaufted by a long fucceffion of 
expenfive wars. And they endeavoured to con- 
vince Wm of the imprudence of unneceflfarily pro- 
longing 
' SummontCy lib. x, p. 278. 
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onging war with a prince poffeffed of fo many Boo k IL 
efources as the emperor, depending on the feeble * ^ 
lid of a pope, at the age of eighty ; after whofe 
ieath, thofe very forces on which he now relied, 
night probably be ranged on the fide of the enemy. 

Henry, who had been long accuftomed to pay 
:he higheft deference to the conftable's opinion, 
vould have yielded to thefe arguments, had they 
lot been warmly oppofed by the duke of Giufe, 
md his brother the cardinal of Lorrain 5 who flatter- 
ed the king's ambition, and thereby obtiuned an 
^fy viftory on this occafion over their rival. Whe- 
her there was ground for the fufpicions which were 
entertained, that Guife had formed a defign on the 
Icingdom of Naples, and the cardinal on the papal 
throne, it is impoffible to decide ; but, from the 
nterefted and ambitious charadters of thefe men, 
there is reafon to believe, that neither a regard to 
the welfare of France, nor the glory of the king, 
determined them to offer the counfel which they 
gave. They knew that the management of the 
ivar, and the conduft of all the negociations relative 
:o it, would be put into their hands ; and they 
loped, if the event were profperous, to enjoy in 
Ttaly, a more independent authority than they could 
sxpedl to exercife in France, where they muft fub- 
mit to perpetual controul from the prefence of the 
king, or from their rivals in the court. 

" So fair an opportunity, faid the cardinal, of re- 
::overing thofe dominions in Italy, which the crown 
of Spain has ufurped, ought not to be neglected. 
[t was from the fovereign pontiiF, that the French 
monarchs had originally received their title to the 
Neapolitan kingdom ; and it would not be difficult 
for the king to affert Hs claim with the affiftance of 
the prefent pope, whofe family wouki, by their 
credit and influence, engage the friends of France 
to (land forth in defence of a caufe which their an- 

ceftors 
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Book II. ral council. But the real defign of CaraflFa's embaft 
^— V— 'was, to perfuade Henry to fulfil the conditions oi 
that alliance with the pope, into which he had en- 
tered fome months before **. 

Rebiba was purpofely detained in Romefo 
feveral weeks ; but Carafta, having carried along 
with Wm marefchal Strozzi, a kinfman of the quca 
of France, proceeded in his journey to Paris wA 
the utmoft expedition. He poffeffed, in an emi- 
nent degree, the art and eloquence ncccflary for 
executing the difficult negociation which he had un- 
dertaken. And it was not without good rcafoB, 
that the pontiff, when he reflefted on his nephevr's 
talents, ftill flattered Wmfelf with hopes of Cucxxk 

*lrfu"dc^*^ Upon his arrival at Fountdnbleau, Caraffa found 
Hewy to the courticrs divided, as formerly, with regard to 
jiouic the the fubjedt of his embafly. When Henry foft en- 
tered into alliance with tlie pope, the confiabk 
was fufpeded of having too faintly oppofed it ; not 
fi-om any doubt which he entertained of its inezp^ 
diency, but, either from the faithlefs compliance of 
a courtier to the inclinations of the king ; or from a 
defu-e to have his rivals of the family of G.uifc r^ 
moved to a diftance from the court. But whatever 
ground there was for this fufpicion, it is certain thai 
Montmorency had been the cliief promoter of tte 
truce of Vaucelles ; and that he now (hewed IxaiM 
extremely averfe from that (hameful violati6n rfit, 
wliich CarafTa had come to folicit. 

The dukeof Guife, on the other hand, andte 
brother the cardinal, were ftill as much bent on the 
Italian war as ever ; and made no more (cruplcto 
exhort their mafter to undertake it, after he W 
fworn to obferve the truce witli the emperor, than 
they, had done formerly, when he was at libert)» 
confiftently with his honour, either to embrace or 
rejeft it. 

Betwee* 

^ Pallavlcio], lib. ziii, c. i6. 
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Bet WEEN the oppofitc connfels which were given Book II. 
him, the unftable mind of Henry remained for fe- " 
veral days in fufpenfe. Elated with the fuccefe which 
had hitherto attended his arms, and inflamed with 
the ambition of acquiring the Neapolitan kingdom, 
he was inclined to a renewal of the war, and with- 
held his conferlt from it, only out of reljjedt for his 
oath, and his deference to tiie opinion of the con- 
liable. At length CarafFa having gained over the 
queen, through the influence of Strozzi ^ and the 
Guifes having employed the ftill more powerful in- 
terceflion of the dutchefs of Valerttinois *, Henry 
began to yield to the importunity of fuch powerful 
folicitors, and admitted Caraffa to a private audi- 
ence, which he had requefted, in the hopes of com- 
pleting that viftory over the conftable's remonftran- 
ces, and the Idng's remaining fcruples, which his 
aflbciates had begun. On tWs occafion, having, 
with the ufual ceremony, prefented to the king, a 
confecrated fword, he remonftrated to him, at great 
length, on the breach of his engagements with the 
fwntifF; and when he found that Henry was not 
offended with this freedom, he next addrefled Km- 
felf to his ambition, and reprefented, that a more 
favourable jundture tlian the prefent could not be 
defired for attempting to expel the Spaniards from 
Italy. That the reins of government were now 
abandoned by the emperor, and committed to Ws 
fon ; who, befides his inexperience, was extremely 
unacceptable to the Italian flates and princes, and 
was not yet firmly eitabliftied on his throne. That 
his exchequer was drained by thofe expenfive wars 
in which the emperor had been almoll continually 
engaged ; and his armies were neither fo numerous 
nor fo flourifliing as at any former period fmce the 
commencement of his father's reign. While, on the 
other hand, the French army would have eafy accefs 
to Naples, through the territories of the pope ^ and 
would thence likewife be furniftied, both with frefli 
Vol. I. D troops, 

^ The fkmoat Diana of Poitiers^ Henr/s miftrcfs. 
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Book II. troops, and with abundant fuppliesof aminunitioi^' 
^andprovifions. 

Henry found it difficult any longer to withhold 
his confent. But there were two points on which 
he required ftill farther fatirfa<Stion, than either Ca- 
raffa*s arguments or promifes had given him. He 
could not entirely diveft himfelf of the fcruples which 
arofe from his oath ; and nothing offered by CarafTa 
had taken off the force of the conlUble's objection 
againft entering into engagements with a pope in 
the extremity of old age, who, it was likely, would 
die before the end of the propofed alliance could be 
accomplifhed. Caraffa had forefeen botli ^eie dif* 
ficuhies, and was prepared to remove them. He 
produced from Paul a power to abibbe Henry from 
the obligation of his oath i he engaged that liich a 
number of cardinals, partifans of France, and ene- 
mies to Spain, (hould be nominated at the next 
promotion, as would fecure to Henry the abfblute 
difpofal of the papacy, in the event of the pontiffs 
death ; and^ for his further fecurity, he promifed,. 
in all events, that Bologna, Ancona,. PaUano, Ci- 
vita-VeccWa, and even the caftle of St. Angelo, 
(hould be put into Ws poffeffion. 

The war was now refolved upon without f\irther 
hefitation. Caraffa immediately difpatched a mef- 
fenger to Rebiba, wlio; according to his inltnidti- 
ons, was advancing by flow journeys towards Btuf- 
fels, to inform'him of what had pkffed,. and to defirc 
him to return to Rome. Henry receiverfabfolution 
in form from the obligation of that facred law of 
Nature which enjoins the obfervance of an oath ; 
and; at the fame time, he received a difpenlatioa 
from a law of nations, confidered as no lefs facred^ 
by which it was held to be unchriftian and bar- 
barous to begin hoftilities without a previous decla- 
ration of war ^. 

As 

k Thuanos, lib. xvii. c. 7. Father Piiul, lib; v. PaH»- 
ficiai, lib. xiii. c. 10. p. 71. 
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As he flattered Mmfelf that his tranfaftion with ^^k ir.- 
OarafFa might be for fbme time concealed, he was ^*'>^'*'*^ 
detemiined, if poffible, tb attack the emperor and 
Philip, while, tniffing to the truce, they were off 
their guard. And thus did this monarch, who was 
not lefs virtuous than moft of his cotemporary 
princes, deliberately refolve to add treachery to the 
perjury and falfehood into which he had been be- 
trayed ; under a perfuafion that his conduft was not 
only juffifiable, but even honourable, and merito- 
rious in the fight of God and man. Such is the £dci- 
nating power of falfe religion -, and fo pernicious to 
fociety that impious pretenfion to the power of an- 
nulling the facred obligations of morality, wWch 
was claimed by the Roman pontiffs, and which, 
through the ignorance of their votaries, they were 
permitted for many ages to enjoy. 

C A R A F F A had endeavoured to conceal his nego- 
ciation at the court of France, under the pretext of 
treating with the king about the eftablifliment of 
peace, and the cdling of a general council But the 
emperor and Philip were too well acquainted with 
his charafter, to be fo eafily deceived. They had 
penetrated into the real intention of the embafly, 
and had for fome time kept a watchful eye over all 
the motions both of Henry and the pope. 

The conduft of Paul was extremely ill-calculat- ^He irio- 
ed to dude the penetration of the.Spanifh minifters. p^u^* 
Befides excommunicating the family of Colonna, 
and depriving them of their territories, he had treat- 
ed with much feverity and injuftice all thofe whom 
he fufpefted of being attached to the Spanifh inte- 
reft ; and had received, in the moft gracious manner, 
fome Neapolitan exiles, who had fled to Rome. 
Some of his letters having been intercepted, he had 
put to the torture Antonio de Taflis poftmafter at 
Rome, though a Spanifh fubjeft ; and, in violation 
©f a privilege long enjoyed by the Idngs of Spain, 
. D 2 had 
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Book II. had given his office to another. He had put iHidcr 

^^-^^^-^^ arreft De la Vega, Philip's ambaiTador at Rome ; 

and, with no (hiall degree of vamty, fet on foot a 

trial in the confiftory, againft Flulip himfeUv on jxe- 

tence that, as his li^e-lord, he had a ri^ to de- 

Erive him of the kingdom of Naples, on accoimt of 
is having fdled in the payment of 700 ducats, 
which he alleged was an annual tribute due fr<xn 
the poffeffor of that kingdom to the Holy See *. 

While Paul gave thcfe impotent proofs of Ks 
refentment, Ws nephews were maldng diligent pre- 
paration for the approaching war. They were em- 
ployed afliduoufly in rep^ring the fortifications of 
lome, Paliano, and other places. And, having 
evied a confiderable number of troops, they en- 
gaged Camillo Orfini, one of the ableit genexiols of 
the age, to command them. 

Jf* A?w * The adminiftration of Philip's afFaffs in Italy was 
at this time in the hands of Ferdinand de Toledo 
duke of Alva ; a Angular and diftinguiflied jjeribn- 
age in PWlip*s reign, whom there will be frequent 
occafion to mention in the fequeL He was arro- 
gant, vain, and poud ; violent, infle»ble, and re- 
lentlefs; but patient, prudent, and fagacious ^ in- 
ured from his youth to arms, and poffeffed of con- 
fummate (kill in the art of war. He had been in- 
truiled with the fupreme command of the emperor's 
forces in Germany ; and, though unfucceisful in 
• the fiegeof Metsf, had difcovered . uncommon vi-- 
gour and abilities. He did not, however, enjoy 
the iame degree of credit with the fethei^ which he 
afterwards attuned under the fon ;. whom he nearly 
refembled in his character, and whofe favour he had 
courted with great aflidmty and fuccefe; Throu^ 
the influence of Ruy Gomez de Silva^ Fhitip's prin- 
cipal &vourite, who beheld with a jealous eye Alva*s 

growing 

' Giinone» lib. xxxiti. c. i. The duke of Alv^s letter in 
Sommontey torn, iv. p. 27a Clement VII« had renoanced 
ihii claim. 
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growing favour with the king, and was defirous, 2oo«^ I'-^ 
on that account, to have him removed to a diftance * ' 

from the helm of government, he had, about a year 
before, been appointed viceroy of Naples, as well 
as governor of Mian, and commander in chief of 
all the Spanifti forces in Italy. 

Philip had been fully informed by Alva, of the 
pope's conduft with regard to Wm ; and even before 
he knew of his alliance with Henry, he could not en- 
tertain any doubt of Ws intentions. Had he permit- 
ted Alva to a&. with vigour, and to improve the ad- 
vantage over Paul, which his defencelefs fituation 
afforded Km, he might have got poffeffion of all 
his fortified places, have deterred Henry from en- 
tering into any new connexion with him, and have 
thereby prevented the renewal of the war. But be- 
ing convinced that Henry would never violate the 
truce of Vaucelles, by which he was fo great a 
gainer ; and knowing that the pontiff could do no- 
thing without the advance of the French, he gave 
orders to Alva, to ufe every art of perfuafion, be- 
fore he (hould have recourfe to arms. Alva, though 
naturally averfe from all mild expedients, complied 
with Ws inftrudiions ; and, by letters and melTert- 
gers, complained, remonftrated, and even foothed 
and flattered both Paul and his nephews. All his 
endeavours, however, were ineffeftual. They Itill 
continued their preparations ; and gave him fome- 
times haughty, and always unfatisfaAory replies. 
At length the duke of Alva fent Pirro de Loffredo, 
with one letter to the college of cardinals, and ano- 
ther to Paul ^ ; in which, after enumerating the 
various injuries which his mafter had received, and 
renewing his former offers of peace and friendfhip, 
he concluded with protefting, that if his offers were 
again rejefted, the pope fhould be chargeable with 
all the calamities that might follow. Before the 

arrival 

^ The original letters are preferved by Saininonte» lib. x. 
and dated Auguft 2i» 1556. 
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Book II. arrival of LofFredo, Paul had received intelligence 
' from France of the fuccefs of the cardinal's negocir 
ation i and the duke of Alva's letter ferved only to 
precipitate hini into new extravagances. He threw 
Loffredo into prifon, and would even have put him 
to death, had not the college of cardinals interpof- 
ed ". He then gave orders to Aldobrandin, the con-: 
fiftorial advocate, to finifti the procefs wWch he had 
begun againft Philip, on account of his failure in 
paying tribute for Naples -, and, after hearing the 
caufe pleaded, he pafled fentence, depriving him 
of the fovereignty of that kingdom *. 

This violent conduct of Paul gave great offence 
throughout Europe ^ and, in Italy, ferved rather to 
pbftruft, than to promote his defigns. l^ht Vene- 
tians refufed to acce4e to his alliance ; and the Near 
politans, perceiving what the ambition of his ne- 
phews aimed at, with refpedl to them, entered 
warmly into all the prudent meafures which the 
duke of Alva planned for their defence. 

^!»p'« But Philip was not fo much afFefted by Patd's 

^^ *'* extravagant behaviour, as might have been expedk- 
ed from a young, ambitious, powerful monarch, of 
a temper of mind impatient of injuries and affronts, 
Notwithftanding the contumelious treatment which 
he had received, he ftill continued irrefolute, and 
difcovered an amazing reluftance againft proceed- 
ing to extremities. , 

Some hiftorians affirm, that he had early imbib- 
ed, from the Spanifh ecclefiaftics, who had the care 
of his education, the higheft veneration for the 
Holy See ; and entertained fome fcruples as to the 
lawfulnefs of employing force againft the fovereign 
pontiff. Others affert, that thefe fcruples were mere 
grimace and affeftatioh. He had already formed 

^ the 

* Summonte, lib. x. p. 277. Gianone, lib. zxxjii. c. i. 
^ Gianone adds, that ne was diiTuaded from poblilhing it by 
Caxneraris of Benevento, the great Civilian, a Neapolitan exile* 
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the plan of fubjedting Europe to his dominion ; and Book JL 
zeal for the Catholic faith was both the pretext and ^' "^y-'-^ 
the inftrument which he had refolved to employ for 
accomplifhing hbxlefign. 

Neither of thefe accounts .ought to be entirely 
rejected ; and neither of ;them.ought to be admitted 
as fatisfaftory. On the one Hand, it is impolfible 
to doubt that ambition, and not religion, was the 
ruling principle of Philip'^ conduft ; and on the 
other, when we refkft on tlie pains which were 
taken, from his eai^eft infancy, to infpire him with 
an attachment to the popifti faith, and confider how 
ferious and zealous he ever appeared in the profef- 
iion and (upport of it ; k will be impoflibie to fup- 
pofe, that in religious matters, he was entirely hy^ 
pocritical. It is improbable that.any perfbn could adl 
fo uniform a part as Philip did, without feeling, in ^ 
confiderable degree, the power of that motive which 
he held forth to .the world as the principle of his con- 
duft. Ji^or does it afford the ftnalleft prefumption 
ag^nft this fuppofition, that his conduct was, on 
many occafions, inconfiftent with religious fincerity. 
His religion was not furely pure and genuine. It 
was neither the religion of nature, nor that of Chrift, 
but was the barbarous fuperftition of the church of 
Rome, which, in the age of Philip, inftead of deter- 
ring men from vice, tei^decj to encourage them in 
the praAice of it, by inculcating upon them the 
higheft reverence for an order of priefts, ftippofed 
to be invefted with the power of abfolving from the 
guilt and punifliment of the moft enormous crimes. 
To Philip's fuperftitious veneration for the Holy See, 
therefore, may be afcribed, in part, both his mode- , 

ration in the prefeni jun6lure,ai)d a refolution whicH. 
Jie forme4, to confult the moft diftinguilhed divines, 
with regard to the lawfulnefs of waging war againft 
^D enemy whofe perfon he deemed To facred and 
inviolable. 

Thost 
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Those men knew well what counfel was iliited 
to his prefent circumftances ; and they declared, 
that, although it behoved him to begin with fiipplh 
eating his Holinefs, as the univerfal father or the 
church, yet, if his entreaties were rejected, the law 
of nature would permit Wm to defend his territories, 
and to vindicate his right by force of arms p. 

Ain's mi- By this anfwer, Philip's religious fcruples were 
raUon^^^ rcmoved. Still, however, he lamented the neceflity 
he lay under, of beginning his reign with hoflilities, 
againft a power, with which, more than with any 
other, he was defirous of cuhivating peace and 
friendfliip. But at laft, after having loft a great 
deal of time in'negociating, he fent orders to the 
duke of Alva to take the field. 

1 55^- That general, having fome time before gone 
from the dutchy of Milan to the kingdom of Na- 
ples, and fixed his head-quarters near the confines 
of the Ecclefiaftical State, began his march in the 
beginning of September one thoufand five hundred 
and fifty -fix, with a well-difciplined army ; which, 
though fmall in number, was fuperior to that which 
the pontiff had provided to oppofe it. In a few 
weeks Alva reduced feveral towns in the Campagna 
di Roma ; and took pofleflion of them in the name 
of the facred college, and of the future pope. The 
people of Rome were thrown into conftemation by 
his approach ; and many families left the city^ in 
order to avoid the calamities of a fiege. Paul flill 
retained all his wonted haughtincfe, and poured out 
threats and anathemas againft the enemy. 

He gnnti a guT the duke of Alva ftill continued to advance 
till his troops could make incurfions almoft to the 
gates of Rome. In this fituation cardinal Caraffa 
found liis uncle's affairs upon his return from France. 
The army which he had obtained from Henry, had 
already reached Piedmont-, but, being detained 

ther? 
' Ferraris, vol. ix. p. 273. 
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there by the rigour of the winter, could not arrive Book IT. 
in time to fave Rome from falling into the hands of '^ 
the Spaniards. In order to prevent this, CarafFa 
prev^led on Paul, who, from pride, and ignoran9e 
of hisr danger, was extremely reludtant to apmly for 
a ceflation of arms ; and Alva, at the requeft oE his 
uncle, the cardinal of St. James, confented to a 
conference with CarafFa, in tlie Ule of Fiumicino. 
He could not be ignorant, that this crafty Italian's 
intention was only to amufe him till the French ar- 
my fhould approach. But an interval of repofe was 
no lefs expedient for himfelf, than for the enemy. 
His army was greatly diminilhed by pbtting gar- 
rifons into the conquered towns. His (hips with 
provifions had been long detained by contrary 
winds ; and his prefence was neceflary in Naples, 
to haften his levies, and put the kingdom into a 
pofhire of defence againft the arrival of the duke of 
Guife. Influenced by thefe confiderations, Alva, 
readily confented to a tmce of forty days ; and, im- 
mediately after concluding it, he fet out for Naples, 
where he exerted Kmfelf, with great afliduity, in 
completing his preparations for the next campaign. 

The duke of Guife had now pafled the Alps, 1557- 
with twelve thoufand foot, and near two thoufand 
horfe, and had advanced as far as Rlieggio. There 
he was met by the duke of Ferrara, who, having acT 
ceded to the alliance between the pope and Henry, 
had brought along with him near feven thoufand 
men. Guife deliberated for fome time whether he 
fhould begin his operations with laying fiege to Cre- 
mona, IVClan, and other towns in the north of Italy ; 
or, leaving thefe behind Km in the hands of the 
enemy, fhould march diredlly towards Naples. He 
had been earneftly exhorted by marefchal de Brif- 
fac, whom he faw in Piedmont, to embrace the 
former of thefe meafures, as being the fafefl and 
mofl prafticable ; and in this opinion the duke of 
Ferrara concurred j but Guife had received pofitive 

orders 
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Book II. orders from the king, to be direfted in this matter 
^ ~^' -^ by the pope, who infifted that he fhould advance 
'^^^' without delay towards Naples. In compliance, 
therefore, with his inftrudtions, he purfued his 
march (buthward till he reached the frontiers of 
that part of the kingdom which is called the Abmz^ 
20. At his arrival in Rome, he was received in 
triumph, as if he had been already crowned with 
viftoiy. But he foon found that he had been cru- 
elly deceived by CarafFa, with regard to the aflift- 
ance which that prelate had fo confidently promifcd 
him in the name of the pontiff; who had not been 
able either to raife the troops which he had itipulat- 
ed, or to fiimifh his magazines with an adequate 
quantity of military ftores. Guife was extremely 
mortified at his prefent difagreeable fituation^ and 
faw that he was likely to meet with nothing but dit 
grace and fhame, where he had flattered himfclf 
with the hopes of adding .to his former glory. He 
Heiiyt laid fiege, however, to Civitella, and carried on 
^ui *' his operations againft it, for more than three weeks, 
with Ws wonted fpirit and intrepidity. After hav- 
ing made a breach in the wall, he attempted to 
take the place by ftorm. But his troops were rc- 
pulfed with great lofs by the garrifon, who were 
bravely feconded by the inhabitants. Even the 
women difcovered, on this occafion, the moft un- 
daunted refolution, and feemed determined to lay 
down their lives, rather than fubmit to the domi- 
nion of the French ; whofe infolent ufe of victory, 
in former Italian expeditions, was not yet, after 
many years, obliterated from their minds. 

The duke of Alva had refolved, with his ufual 
caution, to aft on the defenfive; and to fortify 
his camp on the fouth fide of the river Pifcarrai 
which lay between Wm and the i^riemy. But 
when he found that their enterprife againft Civi- 
tella detained them fo long, he concluded that 
the accounts which he h^d received of thqr 

ftreqgtl^ 
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ftrength muft have been exaggerated j and therefore Book IL 
he crofted the river, and advanced towards them. ^— v*-^ 

Guise was extremely unwilling to quit the fiege j But it obiii- 
but, having received certain intelligence that the[f,"*"** 
enemy's army was fuperior to his own, he liiiened 
to the advice of marelchal Strozzi, and retired into 
the ecclefiaffical territories. Alva followed him : 
but neiAer he nor Guife feem to have wiflied for a 
general engagement. The former could not have 
ventured on it with any probability of fuccefs; and 
/the latter thought it abfurd to rifk a kingdom with- 
out neceflity on the chance of a battle *J. 

Whilst thefe things pafled in the Abruzzo, 
Mark Antony Colonna made rapid progrefs in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, where he reduced feveral 
forts and towns, and obtained a viftory over the 
pope's forces, commanded by Julio Orfini a^ the 
marquis of Montebello. 

By thefe difafters, Paul was overwhelmed with 
terror. And when he was lamenting in the confiftor 
ry, the calamities in which his dominions were in- 
volved, he exprefled his dread, that ere long the Va- 
tican itfelf would be in the hands of the enemy. He 
added, that he longed now to be with Chrift ; and, 
as if he had engaged in the prefent w^r from zeal 
for the faith, and not from ambition and refent- 
ment, he concluded with faying, that he would 
.wait for his crown of martyrdom without difmay. 

He was willing, however, to preferve his earthly 
crown as long as pofliblej and had fentto the duke 
of Guife, intreating Wm to haften towards Rome 
for his defence. TWs general was now on his 
march thither; fiill of vexation and chagrin on ac- 
count of^the inglorious part which he had afted, He 
jcalled upon cardinal CarafFa to fulfil his promifes ; 

and 

^ Haraens fays, that Gaife laboured to force Alva to engage; 
bat this does not appear from the detail in Thuanus. 
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Book II. and he employed all his intereft to procure (upplb 
^■""^C*^ f^om the court of France. But the pope's relburces 
'^^ were already exhaufted; and the French monardi 
had more than fufficient employment at home fcr 
all the troops which he had referved, after provid- 
ing for his Italian expedition. 

FxtncT"*" Philip had, for the reafons above mentioned, 
entered into the war with reluftance ; but Imvii^ 
m the origin of it, received the higheft provocation 
from Henry, as well as from the pope, and know- 
ing that, in the beginning of his reign, the eyes of 
all Europe would be fixed upon his condudl, he 
had rcfolved to exert his utmoft vigour, and to at- 
tack Henry, in that quarter, where he could moft 
fuccefsfuUy annoy him. 

With extraordinary induftry and difpatch, he 
aflembled a numerous army in the ndghbouiiiood 
of Charlemont, under the command of PKlibert 
Emanuel duke of Savoy. And Emanuel cheerfiil- 
ly undertook the charge committed to htm, as it 
gave him at once an opportunity of difplaying Ks 
great abilities, and of taking vengeance on the 
French king, by whom he had been expelled from 
his dominions. Of the army which was collected, 
only a fmall part confided of Spaniards ; the great- 
eft part were either Dutch, and Flemings, or Ger- 
mans. In levying them, Philip was much indebted 
to the zeal and alacrity with wnichhis fubjedls in the 
Netherlands efpoufed his caufe. For the States, not- 
withllanding the prejudice to their commerce, whidi 
the\* forefaw muu arife from the war, granted, with 
unufual liberality, all the fupplies which he demand- 
ed. But while in tWs they gaveproof of their loyal- 
ty, they difcovered, by another part of their con- 
du6V, their jealoufy and difcontent. They referved 
in their own hands the adminiftration of tfie money 
which they voted him; and appointed commillioners 
to apply it to the payment of the trooj:)s. This aiti- 
pn, which proceeded from their jealoufy of the Spa- 
niards, 
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niards, made a deep impreflion on the dark refentful Book IT. 
mind of Philip; it contributed to alienate his affedVi- ^^ ^ ' 
ons from his Flemifli fubjefts; and gave him an in- * ^^ 
vetcrate prejudice againfl that free conftitution of 
their government, by which they were thus enabled 
to limit his authority. But he was fenfible how im- 
proper it would have been, in the prefent conjunc- 
ture, to difcover his refentment, or to difpute their 
privileges. He agreed to accept of their fupplies, 
with the condition annexed to the grant of them ; 
and proceeded to complete his preparations. 

Not fatisfied with the army which he had drawn i^'i>p "- 
together from Germany and the Netherlands, aug- fand*irib« 
mented by a reinforcement fent from Spain, he re- ^'^ 
folved, if poifible, to perfuade the Engliih to enter 
into the war. With this view he went over to Eng- 
land. He found the privy-counfellors, the queen 
herfelf, and the whole body of the people, averfe 
from his defign. It has almoft never happened, ei- 
ther before or fince that period, that war with the 
French was not agreeable to the Englifli. During 
many centuries they had been accuftomed to con- 
fider theif French neighbours as enemies and rivals, 
with whom tliey often* (hewed an eagemefs to con- 
tend, when it was greatly their intereft to remain at 
peace. But their enmity towiards the French yield- 
ed at this time to their jealoufy of the Spaniards ; 
and they entertained the moft irreconcilable aver- 
fion to the propofed alliance. Mary, asjuftnow 
hinted, Was not of herfelf inclined to the war, but 
notwithftanding this, and the cold indifference with 
wWch Philip had ever treated her, (he was unable 
to refift his folicitation ^ 

Her kinfman cardinal Pole, and her other, coun- 
fellors, reprefented, that it was a chief article of her 
marriage^ that the alliance with France (hould be 
preferv^d Jnviolatej that the violation of it would 

. excite 

' VanMetcren, l'haanQs,Iib.xix,c.7. Camden's Apparatus. 
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Book II. excite an univerfal alarm with regard to the obfeiv- 
^j>_J ' ance of the other articles ; and that the prefent ftatc 
of her finances would render it impoflible for her, 
if (he fliould enter mto the war, to acquit hcrfelf 
with honour. But Philip having (aid, that if he 
were not gratified in his requeft, he would leave 
England, and never return to it ; Mary was deaf 
to every argument that could be employed to dif- 
fuade her from her purpofe ; and, without fimhcr 
hefitation, fhe ordered war to be declared in the 
city of Rheims, with tlie ufual ceremony ; on pre- 
tences which were either entirely falfe, or extreme- 
ly frivolous. As (he knew it would be in vain to 
apply to her parliament for afliftance in carrying on 
a war fo difagreeable to the nation, fhe had rc- 
courfe to the oppreffive expedient of ejctorting loans 
from individuals and corporations. By this, and 
other means of the fame nature, fhe equipped a 
confiderable fleet, and raifed an army of ei^ 
thoufand men; of which (he gave the command Xo 
the earl of Pembroke, 

When this reinfcwrcement had joined the dufcr 
of Savoy, his cavalry amounted to twelve thou- 
fand, and his infantry to between forty and fifty 
thoufand ; an army much fuperior to any whidi 
Henry could mufter to oppofe it. This inconfide- 
rate monarch had not expeded that Philip \^ould 
have been able to make fo great an efforty and 
faw now the folly of his late engagements with 
the pope. He was not wanting, however, other 
in prudence or adivity, in repairing his fault, and 
providing for the fecurity of liis kingdom. He 
conmiitted the chief command of tlie forces to 
the conftable, whom, notwithftanding his aveife* 
nefs from the war, he chofe to employ, as the 
ableft of all his generals, to conduft it ; and 
a great number of the principal nobility and 
gentry flocked to the camp, eager to difphty 
that zeal and bravery, which tlie French nation 

have 
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We often exhibited in defence of their king and B6ok II, 
country. ''-^ 

The conftable could not for fome time conjee- xhcfiege 
ture on which fide the duke of Savoy intended to »J^ *»*"|^ ^ 
turn his arms. His firft movements were calculat- dn/' 
ed to beget a perfuafion, that he defigned to enter 
France by the way of Champaign ; but no fooner 
had he drawn the French army to that quarter, 
than, changing his route, he marched into Picardy, 
and laid fiege to St.Qiuntin. 

This town mull quickly have Turrendered to fo Aogu^. 
great a force, had it not been defended by the ce- Admiral 
lebrated Jafper de Coligni, admiral of France, who c®*»8"»- 
made, on this occafion, a confpicuous dilplay of 
thofe extraordinary talents which rendered him af- 
terwards one of the mod illuftrious perfonages of 
the age. Being governor of the province in which 
the place lay, he thought it his duty to exert him- 
felf to the utmoft for its prefervation ; and he forc- 
ed his way into it, through the midft of the fur- 
rounding army, with a body of troops, which he 
animated to expofe themfelves to every hazard of 
war in its defence. Immediately after his arrival, 
he expelled the Spaniards from the fuburbs, and fet 
fire to tlie houfes. But he foon perceived, that, by 
reafon of the neglefted ftate of the fortifications, 
the garrifon was ftill too weak; and that, without a 
reinforcement, it would be impoffible to hold out 
long againft fo numerous an enemy. Of this he 
gave immediate intelligence to the conftable his 
uncle, and at the fame time informed him where it 
would be eafieft to introduce the fuccour which he 
fequefted. The conftable, anxious for his ne- 
phew's fafety, and fenfible how neceflary it was for 
the prefervation of the kingdom that the duke of 
Savoy fhould be detained before St. Quintin, ap- 
pointed d'Andelot the admiral's brother, to the 
command of a feleft body of two thoufand foot, 
deftined for the relief of the befieged. A perfon of 

the 
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Book II. the name of Valpergue, well acquainted with the 
^ -~ face of the country, had been fent by the admiral, 
*^^^' to ferve as a guide to this reinforcement. But wk- 
ther he miftook his way, or the duke of Savoy had 
got intelligence of the defign, is uncertain. D'An- 
delot found the enemy prepared to receive \m, 
and was fo vigoroufly attacked, that he elcaped 
with difficulty, after the greateft part of Ms troop 
had been cut to pieces. 

By this difafter the befieged were extremely d^ 
jedled, and the admiral had much occafion to exert 
all the addrefs and eloquence which he f>oflefled, to 
prevent them from abandoning themfelves to de- 
fpair. From a high tower in the town he coidd \icw 
the country round, and faw that the place was com- 
pletely invefted on every fide but one, where there 
was a marfli or lake, too deep in fome places to be 
paffed on foot, and in others too (hallow to adniit 
of boats. Through this marih, however, he hoped 
that his friends might introduce a reinforcemcnL 
Having concerted with the conftable the lime and 
manner of putting Hs defign in execution, k 
threw up the earth in a part of the marfh, andI^ 
duced the water into a canal large enough to r^ 
ceive fome fmall boats which he had prepared. 
When this was done, the conftable advanced to- 
ward the lake with all his forces, and gave d•And^ 
lot an opportunity of entering the town, with be- 
tween four and five hundred men *. But, in mak- 
ing his approach, the conftable had led hi» army 
through certain narrow defiles, which he mirf! r^ 
pafs before he could put his troops in fafety^ His 
mifconduft, in thus expofing his army to fo greats 
rifk in fight of an enemy fo much fuperior, w«s 
quickly perceived by the duke of Savoy; andi 
council of Svar was immediately called to confider 
of the meafures proper to be purfued. Many of 
the officers thought that the conftable Ihould be 

fiifiered 

* Laborcur additions, &c. p. 375. 
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fufFeredto retire; but count Egmont, general of^^'^**^ ^^* 
the horfe, whom Philip afterWardU ufed fo ungrate-^*" "^T"^ 
fully, maintained with warmth S that it was prac- '*^'* 
ticable to attack him in his retreat with the higheft 
probability of fuccefe. The duke of Savoy approv- 
ed of the plan of attack which the count propofed, 
and committed the execution of it to himfidf No 
time was loft. Egmont advanced inftantly at the 
head of the cavalry, while the duke haftened for- 
ward with the infantry to fupport him; and finding 
the enemy unprepared for tneir defence, he foon 
threw them into diforder. The conftable exerted 
himfelfftrenuoufly to retrieve his error; but count 
Egmont, feconded by the infantry, with the gene- 
ral at their head, advanced with fuch impetuofity, 
that the conftable found it impoflible to recover Ws 
troops from the confiifion into which they had been 
thrown. Perceiving that the fortune of the battle 
was irretrievable, and ftung with the confdoufiiefs 
of the imprudence of which he had been guilty, he 
rufhed into the midft of the enemy, and feemed 
determined not to furvive the reproach in which his 
raflinefe had involved him. He was dangeroufly 
wounded, and would have fallen in the field, as he 
defired; but, being perfonally known to certain 
Flemilh officers, he was by them refcued from the 
foldiers and taken prifoner. His army was entirely Xf«l!ed?** 
broken. Three thoufand men were killed on the 
Ipot, and four thoufand taken prifoners ; among 
whom, befides the conftable and his two fons, there 
were many perfons of diftinftion, and feveral of the 
firft nobility of France. On the fide of the vidtors 
only eighty men were killed ; a certain proof that 
the attack had been conducted with no lefs pru- 
dence than intrepidity. 

Philip, although a flave to the luft of power, 

yet unambitious of military glory, remained at 

Vol. I. E Cambray 

' AuikoTC, confuaforey 8e prope . dicam, perfe6lore Egmon- 
denfi. L. Guicciupdini, p. 150. lib. iii. 
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. Book II. Cambray till intelligence was brought Km of the 
^^-—v — ' viftory. He then entered the camp with great 
*^^7- pomp, and when the duke of Savoy and count Eg- 
mont approached him, he received them in the mdl 
gracious manner, and expreffed his gratitude for the 
important fervice they had performed, with a degree 
of fenfibility and joy whichhewas feldom accuitomed 
to difcover ". His conduft on this occafion was in 
another relbeft more agreeable to his charafter. In 
memory or the battle, he vowed to confecrate a pa- 
lace, a church, and nionaftery, to St. Laurence, be- 
caufe It \vas on the anniverfary of that (aim that he 
had obtained the viAory. He afterwards religiouflT 
fulfilled his vow by building theEfcurial; fyr wMdi 
he referved immenfe fiuns, notwithflanding aU the 
difficulties in which, through his expenfive wars, he 
was almoft continually involved. 

The battle of St.Quintin might have been at- 
tended witfi the moft important confequcncca, if 
Pl^lip had compfied with the advice of ibaic oChb 
general oiiicers, who exhorted Mm to lead Us aimy 
without delay into the heart of France. But tins 
meafure was too bold to be reliflied by a prince like 
Philip, whofe caution often bordered on timidity. Ffc 
gave orders to proceed in the fiege of St. Qjuntin ; 
faying, that it would he dangerous to leave fo ihong 
a place behind Wm in the hands of the enemy^ and 
that every army that ventured to penetrate into a 
powerful kingdom, fike that of France, ought firft 
to fecure their retreat. His officers were the more 
eafily reconciled to thefe orders, as they believed 
it impoffible for the befieged to Iwld out above a 
few days longer. But they were difappointcd in 
their expedlations by the (kill and intrepidity of 
the admiral ; who, in order to fave his country 
and retard the progrefs of the Spanifti arms, had 
refolved to bury himfelf in the ruins of the place, 
rather than agree to a furrender. He infpired the 
garrifbn with the fame generous refolution; and 

^ougii 
" Ctbrera, lib, i?. c. 7. 
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thoitdi the fortifications were weak and ruinous, he Book IL 
widt^od all the vigorous and fltilful eflfofts of the '-^^-r-*^ 
duke of Savoy till &e feventeenth day after the re- ^ *^^" 
newal of the fiege, when the town was aflfauhed in 
eleven different j^aces at one tinie, and both the 
admiral i(hd Ms brother^ after a brave and obftinate 
defence, were taken prifoners on the breach. Dur- 
ing Ae affault, Philip fliewed himfelf to his troops 
in complete armour; and this was the only time of 
his life in which he was ever feen in a military dreft: 
He allowed his army to plunder the town, as a re- 
ward of their labours ; but gave ftrift orders to pre* 
ferve the churches and the relics of the tutelary 
faint. 

In the. mean time Henry's miniilers, who had 
been overwhelmed with conftemation, employed to 
the befi advantage the leifure which the admiral's 
hecoip bravery afforded them. .They levied forces 
in every quarter of the kaagdom> gadiered together 
the remain^ of the vanquifhed aipiy, fent for the 
tioops which ferved in Piedmont under the maref^ 
chal de BriiTac, and recalled the duke of Guife. In 
a few weeks the whole eaftem frontier was in a pof- 
ture of defence, and an army colleded in Picardy 
under the duke of Nevers, able to make head againft 
the enemy. Philip perceived then that he had dif- 
fered' the only opportunity toefcape which he would 
probably ever have, of penetrating into France and 
feizing the capital unprepared. He was now under 
a neceffity of being fatisfied with employing his 
troops in enterpnfes of lefs fplendor and import- 
ance ; and the only fruit of his viftory at St.Qutn- 
tin was, the taking of the inconfiderable towns 6f 
Catelet, Harn, and Noyon ; after which, he difmifP- 
ed a great part of his army, fent home his Englifli 
forces, and retired himfelf to Eruffels *. 

E 2 Tff« 

' Thuanas fays, that the Engliih and Spaniards qaarrelled af- 
ter the battle, and that this wa« the reafon why PhUip fohafUIy 
broke up his camp. Lib. zix. p. 66o. 
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Book II. The recalling of the duke of Guife from Italy 
"^ jC^ rendered it neceffary for the poptj thot^ exceed- 
ingly reludtant, to apply for peace ; to wMcii Philip 
readily confented upon much more moderate terms 
than could have been expe£Ved, confidering tbu 
Paul was now entirely at his mercy^ and that no 
enemy remained in Italy able to withftand Ihs pow- 
er. The fame motives, whether reUgiousor poUtical, 
that made him fb averfe firom entering into this war 
with the pontiff, determined him to have it brought 
as foon as poffible to a conclufion. Almoft the on- 
ly condition which he required was, that Paul flioukl 
obferve aftridt neutrality between France and Spain. 
All the ecclefiaftical towns wWch had been taken 
were reftored ; and orders fent to the dufce of Alva 
to go to Rome, and fupplicate the pope's forgave- 
neis, both in his own name, and that of Ms mafler, 
for tfieir crime of invading the facred poifeffionsof 
the church. In thefe conditions, and in the man-* 
ner in wUch they were fuUilled, Paul appeared as 
if his arms had been vidorious; and Philip, as if 
he had been hiunbled and overcome. Such was 
the reverence which the latter either felt in reaUty* 
for the Holy See, or thought it neceflary to afFedt, 
in order to promote his ambitious defigns y. 

rculfl'* ^^ ^^ manner did Philip put a period to the 
^nrntfrom War with the fovereign pontiff; but that with Hen- 
iitiy. Yy ftm continued. Tlus prince, confcious of his 
incapacity, and fenfible that an exertion of the 
higheft abilities was neceflary in the prefent cri- 
tical fituation of his affairs, devolved almoft his 
whole authority to the duke of Guife, and cre- 
ated him viceroy of France, under the name of 
Lieutenant General of the kingdom. The French 
nation knew liow much the ambition of this no- 
bleman had contributed to involve them in thdr 
prefent calamities; nor were they ignorant how 

unfucceisful 
^ TbatnuS' Summonte, c. lo. 
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isnfuccdsful his attempts in Italy had been againft Book ir. 
the fagacity and Ikill of Alva; yet fo fplendid were ^■■*">^-^ 
his accompiiihments, and to ib great a height in the ' ^^''' 
general efteem had his fpirited defence of Metz 
agsunft the emperor exalted him, that his arrival 
diffiifed univerfal joy, and roufed the nation from 
that defoondency into which it had been caft by the 
late difafter at St. Quintin. He quickly fhewed m5»- 
that his countrymen were not miftaken in the opi- sieg" of ci. 
nion which they entertained of his abilities. The »*»•• 
ordinary feafon for adtion was over, and the ene- 
my had gone into winter-quarters, when he took 
the field, at the head of an army which he. had col- 
ledted with the utmoft fecrecy and difpatch. The 
eyes of all Europe were diredled towards him, and 
Ptelip attended to his motions with much anxiety ; 
never doubting that he intended to fall either upon 
St. Quintin, or fome of the frontier towns of the 
Netherlands. It foon appeared that he meditated 
an attack, by which the intereft of Philip's allies 
would be more afFedled than Ms own, but in the 
fuccefs of which France was more deeply intereft- 
ed than even in the recovery of St. Quintin. For 
more than two hundred years the town of Calais 
had remained in the hands of the Englifh ; and as 
it ferved for a key by which they could at all times 
open an entrance for their armies into France, it 
had been ever deemed one of their moll valuable 
poffeffions. The French monarclis were fully fen- 
fible of the dillionour, as well as of the danger, 
which attended the fuffering a rival nation to pof- 
fefs a place of fb much importance in their domi- 
nions. But in thofe days, when the art of attack- 
ing towns was little known, Calais was regarded 
as impregnable. Nor had any of the French kings, 
even in the height of profperity, ever thought of 
laying fiege to it. They were ignorant of the 
means of taking it by ftorm, and they could not 
reduce it by blockade; while the Englifh could 
eafily fumifh it by fca with frelh troops, ftores, 

and 
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Book II. and provifions. But a plan of attack, Which had 
^ "y**' ^ never occurred to any perfon, was (^covered by 

*5^ the fruitful genius of the admiral de Colignl, and 
by Wm had been fuggefted to the duke of Guife. 

In order to carry this plan into ex^ution, iud 
thereby to redeem the nation from what had ever 
been confidered as reproachfiil and ignominious, 
Guife put his troops in motion long before the ufiial 
feafon for aftion had arrived. He judged wifely in 
making choice of the rigour of winter for beginning 
his enterprife ; for befides that the enemy had no 
army in me field at this time to difturb his opcizli- 
ons, he knew that the queen of England and her 
minifters had, from a principle of ill-judged oeco- 
nomy, been accuftomed to difmifs a great part rf 
the garrifon in the end of autumn, and to truft, lor 
the fecurity of the plage, to the marfhy ground on 
the land fide, by which, they believed, that, in win- 
ter, all accefc to it would be found impracticable. 

But the briiknefs of the duke of Guiie^ ap- 
proaches foon convinced the governor, lord Went- 
worth, how little reafon there was for this impru- 
dent confidence. Wentworth reprefented to the 
Englifti miniftry, the neceflity of fending him an 
immediate reinforcement. He acquainted tiiero, 
that he had not above one-fourth of the numb« re- 
quifite to defend the works ^ and that, with the pre- 
fent garrifon, it was impoffible to prevent Ae pwce 
from falling quickly into the hands of the ^nemy. 
Had Mary's minifters been ever fo defirous of *com- 
plying with his requeft, it would not have avouled 
him. Guife was fenfible that the fuccefs of his en- 
terprife depended on his condudtingit with expe- 
dition. He pufhed forward all the operations of 
the fiege with extraordinary vigour, and although 
it is acknowledged that the governor and garrifon 
acquitted themfelves with honour, yet he reduced 
them to the neceflity of capitulating on the e^lh 

day 
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day after his arrival \ He then laid fiege to Guifnes Book H. 
and Ham, which he fubdued with great facility ; and -^~-' 
thus, in lefs than four weeks he expelled the Englifh janul^ * 
from all thofe poffeffions on the continent which *«»>• 
they had enjoyed fmce the time of Edward theThird, 
and in the acquifition of which that viAorious prince 
had, after 'the battle of Crecy, employed a nume- 
rous army for near a twelve^month. 

Tke remaining. part of wntcr was fpcnt in pit-Tbereduc- 
paring for the next campaign : and, on the part of ^iMc!**^"' 
the French, preparations were carried on with the 
utmoft diligence, not oiily in France but iti' Gehna- 
ny, where forces were levied to the amount of four 
thoufand horfe and fourteen thoufand ft)ot. Thefe 
troops the' duke of Guife received in Lorrain ; and 
then he marched with his whole forces united, ind 
invefted Thionville, a city of great importance in 
the province of Luxemburg. The garnfon, which 
coiinfted of eighteen hundred men, made a vigor- 
ous defence ; biit as the vigilance of Gulfe rendered 
all attempts to introduce fupplies inlpradlicable, 
they were foon obliged to capitulate. 

While the duke of Guife was thus employed in The ba:tie 
Luxemburg, the marefchal de Thermes, an old ex- y^^^J"""^' 
perienced commander, who had been appointed 
governor of Calais, having collected an arniy of ten 
thoufand foot and fifteen hundred horfe, invaded 
Flanders, took and deftroyed Dunkirk, together 
with fome others places of (mailer note, and pene- 
trated as far as Newport, laying wafte the country 
with fire and fword. Philip fent count Egmont; 
with an army fuperior in number, to oppofe him. 
On the count*s approach, de Thermes retired hal- 
tily 'towards Gravelines, intending to continue his 
march to Calds, along the fhore, without ri(l<ing a 
battle. But the impetuofity and ardour of anint 
Egmont, who advanced towards him with great 

rapidity, 
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Book II. rapidity, put out of his power to execute this de- 
*-'v^-> fign. His men too were loaded with the fpoil of 
^^^ the ravaged country, which, wKlft it retajrded 
their march, contributed not a little to accelerate 
the progrefe of the enemy. He had time however 
to repafs the river Aa; but finding it impoffible 
any longer to avoid an engagement, he drew up 
his army advantageoufly on a plain, where the 
enemy could not attack him but in firont, nor avail 
themfelves of the fuperiority of their number. He 
placed his carriages with the baggage and plunder 
on the fouth, and had the Tea upon the noith, and 
the mouth of the Aa behind him. In tHs pofiure 
he waited for the enemy; and being fully prepared 
for their reception, he made confiderable havock 
among them with his artillery as they advanced. 
This ferved Only to quicken the approach of the 
Flemings, and to bring on the fooner a clofe fight, 
in which almoft every part of both armies were 
engaged, troop with troop, and man with man. 
The French were rendered defoerate by their fitu- 
ation in an enemy's country, where they could not 
efcape without conquering; and the Flemings 
were animated, partly by revenge for the out- 
rages that had been committed by the enemy, 
and partly by the defire of recovering the (poil 
which they had carried off The battle was ob- 
ftinate and bloody, and the iffue remained for 
fome time doubtful. It would probably have been 
fooner decided, if the Germans in count Egmont's 
army had (hewn an equal regard with the Flem- 
ings to the exhortations and example of their ge- 
neral, who not only afted the part of a prudent 
commander, but often mingled with the fore- 
moil combatants, and g^ve confpicuous proofs 
of the moft heroig valour. The French however 
ftill maintained their ground, and feemed reiblved 
(either on death or vidtory ; when, fortunately 
for count Egmont, fome Englifh (hips of war, 
which happened to be cruifing upon the coaft, per- 

ceivirig 
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cdvmg ^ finoke^ and conjedturing the occafionBoocIJ. 
of it, entered the river, and began to difcharge ^^?C^ 
thdr guns upon the French army. Although they 
did not approach near enough to do much executi- 
on, yet fo unexpedted an event, in the time of bat- 
tle, could not fail to produce an alarm even in the 
moft refolute, and it threw the cavalry into confii- 
fion. Count Egmont improved, with great dexterity, 
the advantage which was thus prefented to him ; and 
pufhing forward with all his force, he broke their 
ranks and di(perfed them. The in&ntry intimidat- 
ed, turned their backs and fled. Near two thouiand 
veteran troops were flain on the field of battle. 
Many were drowned in the river ; and fome were 
killed by the peafants, in revenge for the devafta- 
tion of their country. A fmall number only made 
their efcape. The marefchal de Thermes, who 
was grievoufly wounded, and feveral other perfbns 
of diftindtion, befides three thoufand common fol- 
diers, were taken prifoners. All the artillery and 
baggage fell into the hands of the viftors j whofe 
lofe did not exceed four hundred men. 

Philip was now at liberty to employ all his 
forces united, againft the duke of Guife. Having 
almoft exhaufted his finances by the extraordinary 
effort which he made in the firft campaign, and 
having found it impoffible to draw any conuderable 
fupplies from England, it was late in the feafon 
before he could affemble an army of fufficient 
ftrength. But after the marefchal de Thermes 
was defeated, and count Egmont's vidlorious troops 
were combined with thofe under the duke of Sa- 
voy, the armies of the two monarchs were nearly 
a match for one another, and confifted, each of 
them, of more than forty thoufand men. 

They came in fight of each other, upon the Annetyof 
borders of Picardy, where the duke ot Savoy Henl^,"* 

pitched 

* Thuanosy lib. ^x. Van Meteren, p. i6. Harseus, 
com* ii. p. 698. 
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Book Hi pitdied his camp near Dourlens, and the duke d 
^'-^^^^ Guife, in the neighbourhood of Pierrepont. Both 
*^^ • kings difcovered that anxiety wMch it waa natiuil 
for them to feel in their prefent critical (ituatioo, 
and though they placed entire confidence in tfadr 
getierals, they could not be at eafe wUle &ey le- 
mained at a diftanee from the fcene of adtioo, ami 
therefore they repaired, each of them, tolusrdpec- 
tive camp. Many (kirmilhes happened -with various 
fuccefs. But it foon appeared tlmt neither of Ae two 
monarchs was inclined to ri(k a genital engage 
ment. The principal ftrength of both armies con- 
fined in their German forces, and it was appxefaend- 
ed that, if (either of the two armies were defeated^ the 
victors as well as the vanquifhed would-be expofed 
to the injuries and infiilts of tiie foreign troops \ 

Tbeywiih Besides this confideration, by which both pa^ 
fuf peace, ^.^g ^^^g ^jjj^^ afFeded, there were other motives 
peculiar to each. Henry had, from his late mi^- 
tunes, learned a degree of caution, wluch nature 
had not bellowed on him. He trembled at the 
thoughts of another battle, in which he mull en- 
counter the fame generals by whom his troops had 
been already twice conquered ; and confidered that, 
after his defeat at St. Q^tin, it had been owing to 
the remiffnefs or mifcondud of the enemy, more 
than to Ws own ftrength, that his capital had not 
been taken, and his kingdom over-run. PWlip, on 
the other hand, was, in all military affairs, cautious 
tocxcefs; and chofe rather to accomplifti his de- 
figns by political negociation, in which he judged 
for himfclf^ thah by the operations of war, in wh£h 
he depended on the alMlities of others. Far fiom 
being elated with 'the fuccefs which hiad hitherto 
accompanied Ws arms, he was now as defirous of 
peace, as he had been before averfe from entering 
into the war. This is not to be afcribed either to 
his moderation, or his freedom from the ambition 

of 
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of extending Ms power and territories. No primce Book IL 
ever gave mbre convincing proofe of his being ac- ^-^"^^'r*' 
tuatcd by that ambit'ion; but having, aswasjuft **^ * 
now hinted, found, that his moil vigorous exertions 
had been neceifary to afTemble the forces which he 
had brought into the field ; he dreaded, that, in 
cafe his prefent army were defeated, the difficulty 
of raifmg another would be infurmountable ^. His 
arms, indeed, had hitherto been crowned with 
victory ; but «one of his generals had entered the 
YiRs on equal terms with the duke of Guife ; and 
he was juiUy apprehenfive with regard to the iflue 
of a battle in >yhich he muft contend with a gene- 
ral fb highly celebrated for his military genius, and 
v^hofe entcrprifes had been fb often accompanied 
with fuceefs. 

Thbsb confiderations derived additional force 
from Philip's extreme impatience to return to Spain; 
for which, in preference to his other dbnunions, he 
difcovered, through his whole reign, a warm and 
partifal affection. And his defire of going thither 
was increafed by accounts which he received at this 
time, that the opinions of the Proteilants had made 
their way into that kingdom. He dreaded the pro- 
pagation of thefe opinions, and refolved, as foon as 
pollible, to embrace this opportunity in his native 
country, of teftifying his zeal for the catholic faith, 
by fliewing, that he would treat thofe who oppofed 
it, without mercy, in whatever part of his domini- 
ons they (hould be found. 

Such were the motives which made the contend- ^^^ociati- 
ing monar chs (b defirous to put a period to the pelcc!' 
war. A negociation had been begun for this purpofe 
in the month of Auguil, by the conflable Mont- 
morency, and William the firft prince of Orange. 
Montmorency, who beheld with much anxiety the 

exaltation 

« Carte fays, he received no Icfs than three millions of gold 
during thh war, from Peru, p. 343. 
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Book II. exaltation of the family of Guife, had borne Im cap- 
— ^^T^ tivity with great impatience ; and in order to <i- 
'^^ ' tain his liberty, had exerted himfelfftrcnuoufly in 
removing every obftacle to the eftabUThment of 
peace; He was permitted to go to Paris on tits pa- 
role, to treat in perfon with the king. A nuuniige 
was concluded about that time between Ms fon ami 
a grand-daughter of the dutchefs of Valentinois. 
And by this event, joined to the king's haUtval 
attachinent to him, he recovered all Ws wonted in- 
fluence ; and eafily perfuaded Henry to confent to 
fuch terms of accommodaticm as it was not fibcly 
that Philip would rejedt. 

Plenipotenti ARIES were (bon afterwards nam- 
ed by both princes, and a congrefs, fpr difcuffing 
their refpeftive claims, appointed to be held at the 
abbey of Cercamps, not tar from the place what 
the armies were encamped. The duke erf Alva, 
the prince of Orange, Ruy Gomez de Sylva, Gran- 
velle biihop of Arras, andViglius, preudent of the 
council or ftate at Bruffels, were nominated by 
Philip; and by Henry, the conftable himfelf wai 
named, the cardinal of Lorrain, the marefchal of 
St. Andre, Morvilliers bifhop of Orange, and Au- 
befpine the fecretary of ftate. The dutchefs of Lor- 
rain, whom it highly imported, on account of the 
vicinity of her dominions, that the two kings fliould 
put an end to the war, adled with great affiduity 
the part of mediator between them. 

The conferences, which were opened in Odko- 
ber, were foon afterwards interrupted by the death 
of Mary queen of England, who ended her Ihort 
inglorious reign on the feventeenth of November 
following. But Elizabeth renewed the powers of 
the Englifti commiflioners, and the congrefs was 
refumed in the beginning of the year one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty nine, at Chateau Cambrefis ^, 

In 

* Forbcs's Full View, p. i. 
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In removing fo many grounds of difference as Book IL 
Tubfiiled between PMlip and Henry, the plenipo-^"*"""^^**^ 
tentiaries encountered many difficulties; but the *^^'' 
seal and activity of the conftable, added to the 
anlinuted influence which he had acqmred over 
lus mailer, furmounted every obilacle, and foon 
brought the treaty, fo fiur as PWlip, Henry, and 
the duke of Savoy were concerned, to the defired 
concluiion. Nothing retarded the figning of it, but 
the determined obftinacy of the French comrailfion- 
ers in refufing to reftore Calais to the queen of 
England ; who, on the other hand, declared, that 
Ihe would not agree to the peace unlefs that con- 
queft were reftored. Philip uiought himfelf bound 
m honour to fupport the claim of Elizabeth ; fince 
t was entirely on his account that the Englifli na- 
don had engaged in the war, and incurred the lofs 
of the place in oueffipn. In a political view, like- 
wife, he was delirous that Calais (hould be reftored. 
He confidered, that, in fome future period, he might 
derive advantage, as his father had fometimes done, 
iTom that facility which the pofleflion of Calais gave 
die Englifli of mvading France, 

But the zeal which Philip difcovered on this oc- 
:afion in behalf of Elizabeth, arofe principally from 
I very different motive. By Mary's death, his con- 
lexion with England had lately been diflblvecl, 
md he had form«i the fcheme of renewing it, by 
Tiarrying Elizabeth. The duke of Feria, his am- 
baffador at London, was ordered to propofe the 
marriage, and at the fame time to acquaint the 
lueen that his matter would procure a difpenfation 
For it from the pope. 

Elizabeth had many motives to deter her 
Tom liftening to this propbfal. Philip's imperious 
:emper would alone have been a fufficient reafon 
hr rejefting it. Befides this, ftie knew well what 
ipprdienfions her fitter's marriage had occafioned 

among 
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Book IL among the Engiifti, with regard to their liberty and 
^^'-^C^ independence ; and that her own popularity was 
* greatly owing to the univerfal joy whidi thdr deli- 

verance firom thefe apprchenfions had excited. Sfc 
confidered that her marriage with Philip would be 
liable to the fame objection as that of her fatter 
with Catharine of Arragon ; and that her accepting 
of the pope*s difpenfation would be in eflffed to m- 
knowledge that her mothers marriage was unlaw- 
ful, and (he herfelf illegitimate. By dcMng tffe flic 
might fecure to herfelf the proteftion of the Sp»raft 
monarchy, and thereby hold a precarious and d^ 
pendent authority during Philip's life ;'but (he would 
forfeit for ever the favour of her proteftant fubjefls, 
who alone were fmcerely attached to her perfenand 
government ; while (he would throw herielf oii the 
mercy of the catholics; who confidered' her as an 
ufurper, and would, on the firft favourable oppor- 
tunity of aflferting the title of the queen of Scotland, 
think it their duty to deprive her of her crown. 

While, for thefe reafons, Elizabeth was unil- 
terably determined not to accept of Philip for a 
hulband, (he thought it prudent for fome time to 
conceal her intention ; and fhe returned ' fuch an 
ambiguous, but obliging anfwer to his ambaflfador, 
that Philip flattered himfelf with the hopes of fuc- 
cefs, and adtually took fome fteps to procure a 
difpenfation. As long as there remained any foun- 
dation for thefe hopes, he appeared extrcmcly 
zealous for the reftitution of Calais. But when 
Elizabeth, finding herfelf firmly eftablidied on the 
throne, ventured to introduce certain alterations in 
religion, which difcovered her refolution to abolilh 
popery in her dominions, Philip confidered this 
part of her condud as a fufficient indication of hci 
intentions with regard to him. That zeal with 
which he liad at firft efpoufed her intereft^ b^an 
to abate ; and the Englifh plenipotentiaries dread- 
ed that, without refpeft to the claim of Ihdr mif- 

treS, 
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trefi, he would not delay mudi longer to put- the ^^*^**'* 
finifhing hand to has treaty with the kang of France «. '"^TTO^ 

Elizabeth at length perqpived that it was in 
vain to hope for recovering Calms by treaty ; and, 
as the fituatioti of her amurs at hoipie rendered it 
U^y inexpedient to employ force^ (he wifely re- 
folved to ^ve it up on the following conditions : 
that Henry Ihould reftore it before the end of eight 
years, or pay 500,000 crowns ; that foreign mcrr 
diants, not fubjedts of France^ (hould give fecurity 
for the money ; that hoftages Ihould l^ delivered, 
till that fecurity were procured j and that, whether 
the money were paid or not, Elizabeth's claim 
(hould rem^n valid, unlefs, within the time fpeci- 
fied, (he (hould commit hoflilities againil the fut>- 
jedts of the French king. 

Towards his other allies, Philip's condudt wasP««««"- 
perfeaiy conformable to the didlates of the ftrideft''*''**'^- 
honour. He procured the reftitution of Montferrat 
to the duke of Mantua ^ of Bouillon to the bi(hop 
of Liege; of theifleof CorficatotheGenoefe,; and 
of all the towns which the French had feized in 
Savoy, Piedmont, and BrefTe, to the duke qf SaT 
voy. This peace was advantageous to himfelf as 
well as to the prtnces in alliance with him. He 
recovered Thionville, Marienburgh, Montmedi, 
and all the other places which had been taken by 
the French generals during the war, and acquired 
the fovereignty of the county of Charolois ^. 

In 

^ If it is likcwife true, that he made an offer to Elizabeth, 
of continuing the war till (he (hould recover what (he had loft, 
upon condition that (he too would engage to carry it on for a 
certain term of years ; it would then feem, that he gave little 
reafon for accuitag him as fome authors have done, of having 
a£led angeneroufly towards his Englifh allies. But as thii 
circumftance is omitted by the principal hiftorians, and contra- 
di^ what is faid of his coldneis witn regard to the intereft^f 
Elizabeth, I have not ventured to advance it as an undoubted 
fad. Burnet, part ii. p. 383. 
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Book II. j^ rctum for the many conceffions made hf 
^^ Henry, that monarch received no other compenfe- 
tion but St. Quintin, and the two unimportant 
towns of Ham and Catelet. While his people, 
therefore, rejoiced at the conclufion of the war, 
which, at certain times, had excited in their minds 
the moft dreadful apprehenfions, they complained 
bitterly of the inequaKty of the terms of peace, 
and were highly exafperated againlt the confubie ; 
who, in order to accomplilh his private views, had 
abufed the too eafy temper of his mailer, and made 
a facrifice of the interelts and the honour of France. 
Montmorency durft not have counfelled Henry to 
confent to fuch difadvantageous terms, had he not 
devifed the expedient of giving Elizabeth, Henry's 
eldeft daughter, in marriage to PMlip, and Nbr- 
garet, hisfifter, to the duke of Savoy . Thefe mar- 
riages ferved, in fome meafure, as an excufe for 
the ample conceffions made to liiefe two princes ; 
fmce honourable fettlements were thereby obtmned 
for the daughter and filler of the king. 

Amidst that attention which PhiRp and Heniy 
. bellowed in this treaty, on their political and civil 
interefts, reUgion was not forgotten. They bound 
themfelves mutually to maintain the catholic feith 
in their dominions ; and to procure 8 the convoca- 
tion of a general council, for fuj^effing hercfyi 
and reftoring tranquillity to the church. 

Death of It is uot to be doubted that Henry would have 
^*^' fulfilled this article of the treaty with the fame ex- 
aftnels which he obferved in executing the other 
articles ; but a fudden period was put to his life, 
in a few months after the peace was figned^ by an 
accident which happened in the time of the rejoic- 
ings celebrated on account of his filler's marriage. 
Having entered the lifts at a tournament whh the 
count of Montgomery, captain of his guards, the 
count's lance broke on Henry's corllet^anda iplin- 

tcr 
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of it having pierced his right eye, ififiifted a wound. Book TI. 
of which he died in a few days, at the age of forty; '*- ^^^ 

This melandioly event made no akeration with 
re(j3e6k to the treaty rf peace* The duke of Alva 
had fometime before efpouied Elizabeth^ in his maf- 
ter's name; and Margaret's marriage with Emanuel 
was celebrated privately in a chapel of the palace. 

Tnfi coUrtiers and the people of France weresweor 
afFeded varioufly by Henry's death. The confta- ^'*"'*' 
ble loll thereby all the fruits of his late intrigues, 
and was foon afterwards obliged to retire from 
court, and torefign that power which he had (hewn 
himfelf fo folicitous to attain, into the hands of his 
enemies. 

The young Idng, Francis the Second, a prince Fwo«"I^* 
equally weak in body and in mind, was entirely ; 
governed by his wife, the celebrated Mary queen 
of Scots ; who was blindly devoted to her uncles, 
the cardinal of Lorrain and the duke of Guife. Thefe 
two men aigrofled almoft the whdeadminiftration 
of the kingdom; admitting only Ae queen mother 
to a ihare of it, from their knowledge of her ambi-' 
tious, intriguing fpirit, and the dread which they 
entertained of her influence, as a mother, over the 
feeble mind of Francis. They (hewed no modera- 
tion in the exercife of the power which they had 
ufurped ; but feized on every advantage for them- 
felves, and laid hold of every opportunity to hum- 
ble and mortify their adverfaries. The princes of 
the blood, with Lewis prince of Conde at their head, 
bore with extreme impatience the infignificance to 
which they were reduced ; and refolved to embrace 
the firft occafion that fhould offer, to vindicate their 
right to that (hare in the management of affairs, to 
which they thought themfelves intitled by their 
birth, and the ancient praftice of the realm " 

Vol. I. F While 

* Davila, Caftclnau ab initio, k Additions aux Memoircs dc 
Caftelnau. 
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Book IL While the great men in France were thus anf- 
^ -~ mated againft each other by conliderations of a po^ 
*S59- lifical nature, the people were violently agitated, 
and thefar minds inflamed by reFigious controveiiies. 
Under the feign of Henry, the Calvinifts had fiifTer- 
cd the moft cruel perfecution ; yet they had mul- 
tiplied exceedingly during that period in eve- 
ry quarter of the kingdom. The duke of Guife 
and the cardinal of Lorrain kept alive the flames 
of perfecution againft them, and on all occafions 
appeared intent on their deftrudtion. This abne 
would have determined the prince of Conde and 
his adherents to efpoufe the proteftant caufe ; for 
even although we fliould not believe that the cfaiefe 
in either party were fmcere in their religioxis pro- 
feflion, yet it cannot be fuppofed they would have 
failed to embrace fo fbecious a pretext as the <£ffer- 
ences in religion afforded them to palliate dieir 
conduft. The prince of Conde would inftantly 
have had recourfe to arms, if the adnnral, more 
prudent and fagacious, had not prevailed on Um 
to fufpend his refolution till a more favourable 
}und>ure; but it was impoflible that paffions fo vio- 
lent as thofe by which both parties were impelled, 
could be kept long under reftraint ; and to every 
perfon capable of refledting on what he faw paiBi^ 
before lum, it was apparent that the nation was 
upon the eve of a civil war* 

France has in no period produced a hiore 
remarkable affemblage of great men than in the 
prefent and the fucceeding reigns ; and had there 
been a prince upon the throne poflefled of abifities 
fufficient to controul their inordinate ambition, the 
French nation might have much fooner reached 
that degree of greatnefs and profperity, which it 
attained towards the conclufion of the following 
century : but this mighty kingdom, poflefled of 
every advantage which nature beftows, became a 
fcene of devauation and mifery for almoit forty 

years. 
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veats, through the mifapplication of thofe very ta-^ Book It 
lents, which, if they had been properly employed, ^-""^' ^^ 
would have rendered it profperous and happy. '^^^' 

Nothing c6uld be more defu-able to Philip than 
this confuliort, ind the debility coilfequent upon it, 
in that nation, from which alone he had reafon to 
expedt oppofition to his defigns. It left Km at li- 
berty to purfue wjiatever meafures he (hould tWnk 
proper for the confirmation and increafe of Ws pow- 
er in Spain, Italy and the Netherlands ; and it gave 
no fmall reafon to the other European powers to 
apprehend, that France itfelf would fall under the 
Spanifli yoke. 

In Italy, the ftate of affairs was no lefs favourable Sute of itir 
to Philip's views, than in France; He was now the ^* 
fole and undifputed fovereign of the dutchy of Nfi- 
Ian; and the kingdom of Naples and Sicily. His 
inveterate enemy, Paul the fourth, was lately dead; 
and Pius the fourth, who was no lef§ devoted to his 
intereft than Paul had been adverfe, was raifed to 
the papal throne. The republic of Genoa, the 
dukes of Savoy, Mantua, Tufcany, and Parma, 
were his allies, whom he had bound to his intereft 
by the Ibrongeft ties; the three firft, by procuring 
for them the reftitution of their dominions from the 
French Idng ; the fourth, by granting him the in- 
veftiture of Siena ; and the laft, by ceding to him 
the city of Placentia and its territory. 

After the conclufion of the peace, nothing re- 
mained to render Philip uneafy, either in his own 
dominions or in the neighbouring kingdoms, but 
the progrefs which the reformers had made,, and 
were ftill making, in almoft every country in Eu- 
rope. From Germany and Switzerland, where the 
reformation took its rife, it had fpread with the 
moft aftonilhing rapidity. It had become the efta- 
blifhed religion, not only in feveral of the confider- 
able provinces and free cities in Germany and the 

F 2 Cantons 
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Book II. Cantons in Switzerland, but Ukewife in the Idng- 
^-■"v— 'doms of England, Scotland, Sweden, and Den- 
'^^^' mark; and in fome of thofe dates where the ancient 
religion ftill m^ntained its ground, the protefiants 
were grown fo numerous as to be extremely formi- 
dable to their opponents. 

From the conftant intercourfe which (ubfilis be- 
tween Germany and the Netherlands, it was impof- 
fible but the new opinions muft have been early 
propagated from the former to the latter ; and ac- 
cordingly, in the month of May 1 521, the emperor 
Charles had publilhed an edidt, in which all the pe- 
nalties of high treafon were denounced againft thofe 
who (hould be found guilty of holding any of Lu- 
ther's tenets ; or of republifliing, or vending any 
books written by him cm- his followers. In the exe- 
cution of this edidl, which Charles from time to time 
renewed, all the fury of perfecution was exerdfed ; 
and it is affirmed by feveral cotemporary Uftorians, 
that during the reign of Charles nfty tfioufimd of 
the inhabitants of the Low Countries were put to 
death on account of their religious principles. Thefe 
principles however, far from oeing extirpated, were 
more and more diffufed in the midft or thofe fevc- 
rities which were employed to fupprefs them. 

Philip was not ignorant of theprogrefe wludi 
they had made; and it gave him the greater uneafi- 
nefs, becaufe, being exceedingly defirous of iettii^ 
out for Spain, he would be obliged to commit the 
bufmefs of extirpating herefy from the Netherlands 
to others, whom he could not fuppofe pofleffed of 
the fame fervent zeal againft it, of which he himfdf 
waS confcious. In order to prevent as much as pof- 
fible the inconveniences which might arife fix>m his 
abfence, he had gone from his camp at Dourlens to 
Bruflels, and had been employed during the winter 
feafon in fettling the government of the provinces. 

THE 
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THE provinces, ^hich, on account of their Eook HI. 
fitnation, are called the Netherlands, were*— v— ^ 
long governed, by their refoeftive princes, ^nder^^559- 
the titles of Dnk^ Marquifles, or Counts. Thefe fta!te*of the 
princes were for many years engaged in perpetual ^'^^^j"' 
wars with the neighbouring powers, or witn one 
another ; and, as they had frequent occafions, dur- 
ing thefe wars, to have recourfe to the people for 
fupplics, the cities, the nobles, and ecclefiaftics, ac- 
quired, in return, feveral rights and privileges, by 
which the provinces partook more of the nature of 
republics, than of regal governments. The fu- 
preme authority was lodged in the affembly of the 
States, which had the power of meeting as often as 
the members thought expedient. And without the 
confent of that affembly, no war could be under- 
taken, no taxes could be impofed, no new laws 
enadted, no change made in the current coin, and 
no foreigners admitted into any branch of the ad- 
miniftration. The fovereignty defcended accord- 
ing 
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Book Ill.ing to the ordinary laws of hereditary (uccefl&m; 
^^'*"^^'""*^ but no prince was allowed to enter upon the cxcr- 
'^^^' cife of it, till he had folemnly fwom to oblerve and 
maintain the fundamental laws '. 

In this fituation thefe provinces remained fiar fe- 
verpl ages v till by the tailure of the male line in 
fome of the reigning families, by intemiarriages, 
and by conquefts, they fell under the dominion of 
the houfe of Burgundy. After tWs event they ffll 
continued to enjoy their ancient privileges, and to 
be governed according -to their old laws 5 with tte 
difference only, that whereas all criminal and dvil 
caufes had been formerly determined, in the laftre* 
fort, by the councils of the feveral provinces, it was 
eftablifhed, that parties might appeal from thde to 
the tribunal of Meghlin; which was inftituted in or- 
der to unite the provinces more clofely, and to give 
tbem more the appearance of one ftate, 

Frofperitf Under the adminiftration of the .Bui'igiindian 
fiitt. ^ princes, and even long before their acceffipn to the 
fovereignty, trade and manufactures flourilhedm 
the Netherlands more than in any other European 
itate. No city in thde days, except Venice, pof* 
felfed fuch extenfive conunerce as Antwerp. It 
was the ftaple, or great mart of all the northern na- 
tions. Bruges was little inferior. Arras was famous 
for tapeftries, which ilill retain the name of that 
place. . In the city of Ghent there were many thoih 
iand artificers employed in the woollen manufadture^ 
long before the art was known to the Englifti, from 
whom the wool wa6 purchafed by the indullrious 
Flemings, 

Ottfeiofit. For this profperity the inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands were, in a great meafure, indebted to the ma- 
ture and fituation of their country ; wWch, as it lies 
in the centre of Europe, commanding the entrance 

and 

' Grotius de Antiq. Rcpab. Batav. cap. 5. 
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and navigation of feveral cf the great rivers of Ger-Bo^"^ MI- 
many, and is almoft every where interfered by ^-— v^ 
thefe rivers, or, by canals and branches of the fea, '^^^* 
is admirably fitted both for foreign and domeftic or 
inland trade. This fmgular advantage, however, 
could not have enabled the Flemings to leave tlie 
other European nations fo far behind them, if the 
form of their civil government had not- been pecu- 
liarly favourable to their exertions^ The greateft 
advantages wWch nature affords for improvement in 
the arts of life, may be rendered ufelefs to the peo- 
ple who poflefs them, by an injudicious, or tyranrii- ^ 
cal and oppreflive exercife of the civil power. And 
uniyerfal experience proves, how vain it is to expedl 
that men will apply themfelves with vigour to com- 
mercial purfuits, where their pcrfons areinfecure, or 
where the fruits of tiieir induftry may be feized by 
the rapacious hand of a defpotic prince. But hap- 
pily for the inhabitants of the Low Countries, the 
fovereigns of the feveral provinces (unable, perhaps, 
from the finall extent of their dominions, to execute 
any plan of tyranny againft the people) were, at a 
very early period, induced to give their confent and 
fanftion to the above-mentioned fyftem of funda- 
mental la^s; by which, although their prerogative 
was abridged, yet their power and refources wer^ 
greatly augmented, through that profperity which 
their moderate government had enabled their fub- 
jeds to attain, 

The fovereignty of thefe flourifhing provinces 
paflTed from the family of Burgundy into that of Auf^ 
tria, by the marriage of Mary, daughter of Charles 
the Bold, and foleheirefs of his dominions, withMaxi- 
milian, (on of Frederic the TWrd, emperor of Ger7 
many. This marriage was fet on foot and concluded 
by the Flemings themfelves, who, agreeably to their 
free maxims of government, afTumed the direftion 
of the conduft oftheir princefs in this matter, which 
fo nearly concerned their profperity and fafety. 

Lewis 
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pooK III. Lew IS the eleventh of Francchad demanded her 
^'^'^^^^ fot his fon the dauphin; wttlft he moft impoUticaUry 
*5^9' gave offence to the States, by feizing upon Burgun- 
dy and Picardy as fiefs rf the kingdom of France. 
This imprudent ilep, and the death of the UftK^of 
Liege, uncle of Mary, and a partifan of Lewisy dc^ 
termined the Flemings in their choice. They judg- 
ed wifely, that their liberty would be fafer in tf» 
hands o( Maximilian, whofe hereditary dominions 
wepc fmall, and lay at a diftance firom them, than 
HI thofe of a neighbouring prince fo powerfot as 
Lewis, who, in all his conduct, had difcovered £> 
piuch injuflice and rapacity. 

The Flemings (hewed the feme laudable jealoui^ 
ly of their privileges after Maximilian's marriage 
with their princefs, which had influenced them^ ia 
dieir choice of him for her hufband; About four 
years after her marriage, Mary died of a bni^ 
which (he received by a fall from horfeback, when 
Jhe was big with child. Maximilian, under the name 
of tutor to his fon Philip, afTumed the reins of gor 
vemment. The Flemings conlidei!^ his condu^ as 
an encroachment on their rights,, and refufed to ac:- 
knowledge his authority, till* tbi^ S^^es h^ or4ainr- 
sd that he (hould be admitted a^' governor,, only 
for a limited time, and upon cqinditionsr whidi they 
required he (hpuld take an oaih to fulfil, 

He did not obferve thefe conditions ifo exaftly aa 
they expedted.. They compjainisd of his conferring 
offices upon Burg;undians and. Germans. ; They 
were, grievoufly oflended witli him for intix>r 
ducing foreign troops into the provinces, and 
apprehended that he had formed adefign agaififi 
their liberty,^ After. hq was ele(^ed king of the 
komans, their (iifpieions rofe to fo great a height, 
tliat, upon his entering the city of Bruges with, a 
numerous train of attendants, the inhabitants ran 
to arms, furrounded him in the market-place, 
feize4 his perfon, and confined him in the caftle, 

whefe 
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where they kept Mm prifoncr for fcvcral months. Book III. 
The pope and emperor interpofed in his behalf,^ — v-*-« 
but could not obtsiin his liberty till he had given *55^' 
fecurity with regard to the feveral particulars on 
account of which they had taken offence. 

Op the (ame jealous attention to their liberty charici v. 
the Fliemmgs gave proofs during the adminiftration 
of MaadmUian's fticceflbrs. Under that of Ws 
grandibn Charles V. they had real ground of un- 
eafinefs. Qiarles mi^t have eafily fubdued them, 
if he had been inclined to ufe his power fo unge- 
nerou(!y : and his arbitrary temper had fufficicntly 
appeared in his government of Spain and Germa- 
ny ; in both wWch countries he had trampled on 
all thofe rights of the people, which had been long 
efteemed the moft inviolable. On feveral occafions 
he had introduced foreign troops into the Low 
Countries ; and it has been afferted \ that he once 
defiberated whether he fhould employ them in efta- 
bliflung in the provinces the fame fort of arbitrary 
^vemment wrach fubfifted in Ws Spanifti and Ita- 
han donunions. 

But Charles was bora in the Netherlands, and"»?w*»* 
had pailed there the pleafanteft of liis younger days. ""^' 
He loved the people, and was fond of their man- 
ners ; wKch refembled his own, and were not fo 
referved and ftately as thofe of the Spaniards. From 
tafte and early attachment he kept them always. 
about his perfon, and had beftowed on them the 
moil important offices in his dominions. To his pre- 
ceptor, Adrian of Utrecht, who, through his inte- 
rcu, was afterwards advanced to the papacy, he ' 
committed the government of Spain : and Charles 
dc Lanoy, whom he appointed viceroy of Nqjles, 
was intruftcd with the management of his affairs in 
haly for feveral years, with unlimited authority. In 
^U the wars which he carried on in Germany, ar\d 

on 
^ Grotios, p. 6, 
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Book III. on the frontiers of France, he pl^tced a particular 
*—">^-^ confidence in his Flemifli troops ; ufed the pec^le, 
'^^^' when he refided among them, with the moit cour- 
teous familiarity, and banilhed fiom Ws intercourfe 
with them, that form and ceremony wMch renders 
it fo difficult for princes either to know that they 
are beloved, or to (hew that they deferve it ^. 

The Flemings entertained a grateful fenfe of 
the kindnefs with which he treated ^em. If we ex- 
cept the infurredion of the people of Ghent, there 
happened almoft no difturbance in the Netherlands 
during his reign. The States aflifted him liberally 
in defraying the expence of thofe wars in which he 
was almoft continually engaged, and difcovered^ 
at all times, a warm attachment to his perfbn. 

Charles would gladly have tranfinitted to his 
fon the afFedlion which he bore towards his Flemifli 
fubjedts ; and for this purpofe he had, as above re- 
lated, brought him to Flanders in his youth, in 
order to reconcile him to the manners ana cufloms 
of the people. And afterwards, whdn he Wmfelf 
had refolved to retire from the world, and to leave 
the government of his dominions in the hands of 
Philip, he exhorted him, with much eamefthe(s, to 
cultivate the affedtions of the Flemings, and to 
govern them according to thofe laws to which they 
had been fo long accuftomed, and were fo ftrongly 
attached. 



Sf.'illl'i' ^^ ^ Philip could not enter into his fether's views. 

pJur bfh^. He had never made any confiderable ftay in the 

Netherlands V and could not be fond of a people 

whdfe ma^nners were fo different from his own. In 

Spain, where he received his education, he had been 

taught the moft fuperffitious reverence for thie Holy 

See, and had imbibed the moft extravagant ideas 

of the extent of regal authority. Charies was not, 

in reality, lefs fond of power ; but in him ambition 

was, in fome meafure, tempered and corrected by 

l;us 
« Bentivoglio, p. 4. 
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Ms acqiuuntance with the world ; whereas, in Philip, Book IIL 
it was perverted and inflamed by the fentiments of ^ -^— J 
anilUberal, cruel, gloomy fuperffition. '^^^' 

The Flemings had long perceived and lamented The fi«- 
^ difference between the charafter of their late, i"i"^f^^Ji 
and that of their prefent fovereign. Philip had 
taken the ufual oath, by which he bound himfelf to 
maintain their privileges ; and had made them the 
ibrongeil profeffions of regard and afFeftion. But 
they judged of his difpofition t6wards them from 
his conduct, rather than from his oath or his profef- 
fions. They were not admitted, whilft he lived 
amongft them, to any fhare of his truft and confi- 
dence; and, in violation of their fundamental laws, 
he conunitted the adminiflration of the moft import- 
Wt branches of government to the bifhop or Ar- 
ras, a Burgundian ; or to his Spanifh miniflers, 
Ruy Gomez de Sylva, prince of Eboli, and the 
duices of Feria and Alva ; whom the Flemings 
confidered as enemies to their nation, and ftrenuous 
abettors of that defpotic power, to which, from the 
beginning of Philip's reign, they had fu(pedled 
that he afpired. 

It was not long before he gave them convincing J^";^"*!^* 
pro6f liow well-grounded their fears were with re-JJotdianil 
gard to his intentions, by the meafures which he 
employed fojc extinguifhing the new opinions in re- 
ligion. Thefe opinions had been of late diffufed 
through .pVery corner; of the Netherlands j having 
been import^ thither, partly by foreign merchants 
who caipet6 refide there ; and partly by the Swife 
and German troops^ whom both Charles and Philip 
had eniplpyed in their wars againft France ; but 
chiefly by the Engliflv, French, and German pro- 
teflants, who had fled from the perfections wnich 
wcrecarried on againftthem in their native countries. 

Charles had, as mentioned in the preceding 

lxx>k, fliewn the fame inclination to extirpate the 

^ reformed 
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Book III. refcMHied religion in the Netherlands, which he had 

^■"'■^''"*^ difcovered in Germany ^ and had, for this purpofe, 

'^^^ publifiied feveral edidbs againft the protefiants; 

many of whom had fufFered the moft cruel death *^. 

Great numbers had begun to leave the provin- 
ces, and to tranfport their families and efFedbs to the 
neighbouring ftates. Charles was moved with the 
reprefentation which he received erf* this event, from 
the regent his filler, the queen dowager of Hun- 
gary. He felt for the calamities of the people, and 
he dreaded the confequences of depopulating a 
country where he had cften received the moft ef- 
fectual afliflance and fupport. 

But thefe confiderations had no degree erf influ- 
ence on Philip. He repuWilhed the edifts, and or- 
dered the governors and magiilrates to carry them 
into rigorous execution. 

In thefe edifts h was enacted, that all perfons 
wIk) held any erroneous opimon (hould be deprived 
of their oftees, and degraded from their raiik. It 
was ordained, that whoever (hould be convidted of 
having taught heretical dodtrines, or of having been 
prefent at the religious meetings of heretics, (hould, 
if they were men, be put to death by the fword, 
and it women, be buried alive. Such were the pu- 
nifhments denounced even againft thofe who re- 
pented of their errors and forfook them j wtule all 
who perfifted in them were condemned to the 
flames. And even thofe who afforded (belter to 
heretics in their houfes, or vv^ho omitted tq give in- 
formation againft thefn, were Ail:^c£ted^O the feme 
penakies as hectics themfelves^^ " 

22l^|°^"' Philip was |iot fetifified.iwith pijibliftiing and 
executing thefe cruel cdi^. .;He likewife eftabli(h- 

. ' ed 

. ^ It if almoft incredible that.the nomber of thqfe vrho fnffer- 
ed could amount to 50,000, y^t this is affirmed by (everal hif- 
toriahs^ Meteitn ctllt the ntmiber 50,000. Grotios, p. 12. 
calls it 100,000. F. Paul, lib. v. calls it 50>ooo. 
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ed a particular tribunal for Ae extirpation of herefy, ^QQ ^ ^ ^ 
which, although it was not called by the name In- ^"Tccg*^ 
quifition, had all the effentials of that iniquitous 
inffitution. Perfons were committed to prifon upon 
bare fufpidon ; and put to the torture on the fftght- 
cft evidence. The accufcd were not confronted 
whh their accufers, or made acquainted with the 
crimes for whidi Aey fuffered. The civil judges 
were not allowed to take any further concern in 
profecutions for herefy, than to execute the fen- 
tences which the inquifitors had pronounced. The 
pofleflions of the fufFerers were confifcaled ; and 
informers were encouraged, by an alfurance of im- 
punity in cafe they themfelves were guilty, and 
by the pron^fe of rewards *. 

It is not furprifing, that the cftablilhment of this 
arbitrary tribunal (hould have occafioned difquie- 
tudc in the Netherlands. It had created difturb- 
ancc even in Spain and Italy, where the people 
could not boaft fo much as the Flemings of their 
dvil rights ; and had been ftrennoufly oppofed by 
many who were fmcerely attached to the catholic 
reUgion. In the Flemings it excited the moft fright- 
ful apprehenfions. They confidered it as utterly 
fubveriive of their liberty. They dreaded the ruin 
of their commerce ; which could not fubfift unlefs 
the foreign merchants, many of whom were pro- 
teftants, could refide among them with fafety. The 
new ofHnions had been propagated throughout all 
the provinces, and men knew not how far the in- 
quiiitors might extend their power, or how great a 
number might be found liable to punifhments that 
were denounced, not only againft heretics them- 
felves, but againft all thofe who were fufpedled to 
befriend them. 

To thefe caufes of difcontent PWlip added ano- J?*^ J'JJ^ 
thcr, by increafmg the number of bilhoprics from (boprks. 
five to feventeen, the number of the provinces. 

This 
* Grotitti Annalesy lib. i. 
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Boot III. This meafure, which would not at any other tiitic 
* '^^~ -^ have given much offence, was in the prefent junc- 
'^^^' ture univerfally difagreeable. Granvelle biftiop of 
Arras was the chief advifer of it : nor did he and 
the Idng's other counfellors fcruple to acknowledge, 
that their intention in promoting it, was to have at 
all times a fufficient number of perfons in the Ne- 
therlands, upon whofe zeal the king could rely for 
a vigorous execution of the edidls. 

The new bilhops were therefore confidered as 
fo many new inquifitors. Their creation was re- 
garded as an encroachment on the privileges of the 
provinces, and a violation, on the part otthe king, 
of the oath which he had taken at his acccflion,* to 

f)referve the church in the condition in wMch he 
bund it. The principal nobility were particiilarly 
averfe from this innovation, becaufe the number of 
the counfellors of (late was thereby greatly aug- 
mented, and confequently the influence of the an- 
cient members of the council was impaired, and the 
balance of power thrown into the hands of the 
clergy ; who, they doubted not, would on all oc- 
cafions (hew themfelves ready to fupport the arbi- 
trary meafures of the fovereign. But no feft of men 
exclaimed fo loudly as the monks and abbots, whofe 
oppofition was inflamed by motives both of ambi- 
tion and intereft. For befides that they would be 
obliged to yield the precedency to the bifhops, and 
have much lefs weight than hitherto in the aiofem- 
blies of the States, it was out of their revenues that 
the new biflioprics were to be endowed. They were 
therefore highly incenfed. They laboured toconneft 
their private intereft with that of the public ; and 
reprefented the new eredion as no lefs pernicious to 
the country in general, than it Was to Uieir order in 
particular \ 

Spuifr Besides the grievances enumerated, the Flem- 

S^Ndier- i^gs complained bitterly, that in the rpidft of peace 

iM^i. he 

' Bentivoglio, lib. i. 
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the provinces were filled with Spanifli foldiers. Booclll. 
They had ever efteemed it one of their moft vaiu- ^ V" * 
able privileges, that, according to their fundamen- 
tal laws, no foreign troops could be brought into 
the Netherlands. Charles indeed had often intro- 
duc^ed them in the courfe of his wars with Fr^ce, 
and with the protellants in Germany. But the 
Flemings h^ been dazzled with the glory which 
generally attended that monarch's arms, and had 
not entertained the fame Jealoufy of his intentions as 
of thofe of PhiUp ; who, they could not help^think- 
ing, had formed a defign to reduce them under a 
defpotic government ; and had, with this view, de- 
ferred (b long the difmiffion of his Spanifli troops. 
Their difcontent was greatly increafed by the info- 
lent and rapacious behaviour of thefe troops ; which 
in Zealand was fo intolerable, that the people ac- 
tually refufed to work at their dykes, faying, that 
they chofe rather to be fwailowed up by the ocean, 
than to remain a prey to the cruelty and avarice of 
the Spanifli foldiers K 

Such was the ftate of affairs, and fuch the tem- 
per of the people, when Philip, intending to fet out ^ 
fcMT Sp^n, was deliberating concerning a proper . 
perfbn to whom he might commit the governrnent 
of the Netherlands. 

He hefitated for fbme time between Chriltina The dutcb- 
the dutchefs of Lorrain, his coufm, and Margaret *p* o^n^Vd"* 
dutcheis of Parma, a natural daughter of the late regent. 
emperor. The former had diitinguiflied herfelf by 
her prudent condudt in the government of Lorrain 
after her hufband's death, and had lately acquired 
confiderable reputation by her negociations in the 
treaty of peace at Chateau-Cambrefis. From the 
vicinity ot Lorrain to the Low Countries, the Flem- 
ings were well acquainted with her character j and, 

as 

< Thefe foldiers were not removed till the year following, 
when Philip had occafion for them elfewhere. Reidanus, p. 5. 
Meurfii AuriacuSf near the beginning. 
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Boo K III. as they had groaned under the burthen of the French 
^■"^^^^"^^war, and were now begun to tafte, with gratitude, 
*5*^* the fruits of that peace which Qiriftina*B wifdom had 
contributed to procure ftwr them, they were exceed- 
ingly defirous that the government rf the provinces 
fliould be left in her hands. But PMlip had good 
reafon for the preference which he gave to the 
dutchefe of Parma, The dukes of Lorrain were, 
from their (ituation, in fome meafure dependent 
upon the crown of France ; whereas the dutchy of 
Parma was furrounded with Philip's Italian domini- 
ons ; and the duke and dutchefs were willing to fend 
their fon, the celebrated Alexander Famefe prince 
of Parma, to the court of Spjun ; on the pretence 
of being educated there, but, in truth, as a pledge 
of that implicit obedience which the dutchefe en- 
gaged to yield to the king's injundtions in her go* 
vernment of the provinces **. 

As Philip did not intend to return ibon to the 
Netherlands, he thought proper, before Ms deptac- 
ture, to fummon a convention of the States ; which 
was accordingly held in Ghent. He was prefent 
himfelf, accompanied by the new regent, at the lirft 
opening of that affembly ; but as he could^^not (peak 
the language of the country, he employed Aebifliop 
of Arras to addrefs the deputies in his name. 

Thebiftop The bifhop began his fpeech with informing 

fpeelhlo* *^"^ ^f ^^ king's refolution of going to Spain, and 

thesutet. the reafons whidi rendered his journey thither necef- 

fary. He expatiated on the aiFeftion which Philip 

bore towards his Fiemifh fubjedts \ to whom his &- 

mily had been fo much indebted fcx that afcendant 

and influence, which had given them poileflion of 

fuch extenfive territories. His affairs in Spain, he * 

hof>ed, would not detain him long ; but, in cafe 

they Ihould, he promifed to fend his fon to refide 

in the Netherlands. In the mean time he earneftly 

^ pxhorted the States to ftudy to preferve the public 

peace; 
^ Bentivoglio. 
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peace ; and to this end he thought that nothing Book IIL 
OHild oHiduce fo much, as the extirpation of he- ^T^"** 
refy, which, whilft it fet men at variance with *^^^* 
God, put arms into their hands againll their civil 
ibvereign. They ought therefore zealoufly to 
maintain the purity of their ancient faith, and, for 
this purpofe, to execute with vigour the feveral 
e(U£ts publiftied for the fuppreffion of herefy. In 
this, and every other meafure, he hoped that they 
would concur cheerfully with the dutchefs of Par- 
ma, whom he had appointed regent in his abfence. 
He would leave the Netherlands, impreffed with 
the deepeft fenfe of that fidelity and affedtion 
which his iubjedts there had ever (hewn Wm ; and 
would, as foon as poflible, remove the foreign 
troops, and deliver the people from every other 
burden which the exigency of his affairs had made 
it neceflary to impofe *^. 

The anfwer of the States to tliis fpeech contain- 
ed the warmeft fentiments of afFedion and loyalty. 
But, before the convention was diflblved, Philip 
perceived that the deputies were far from being fa- 
tisfied with every part pf'his adminiftration. They 
had cxpedVed that the troops would have been im- 
mediately tranfported to Spain, and could not dis- 
cover any reafon for keeping them longer in the 
Low Qnintries but fuch as filled their minds with 
terror.*" Their fufpicion that the Inquifition was 
about to be eftabliflied in the Netherlands, excited 
the moft dilquicting apprehenfions. There were 
fome of the deputies who fcrnplr^d not openly to 
remonftrate, That the Low Countries had never 
been accuftomed to an inltitution of fo much rigour 
and feverity : that the people trembled at the 
very name of the Inquifition, and would fly to the 
remoteft corners of the earth rather than fubmit to 
it : that it was not by fire and the fword, but by 
the gentleft and fofteft remedies, that the evil com- 

VoL. I. G plained 

^ BcQtivogltOy p. 9. 
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Book III. plained of muft be cured : that as each individual 
^ ~^~ -' had a habit or conftitution of body peculiar to him- 
^^ felf, fo every nation had a peculiar temperament or 
charafter : that what might be fuitable to Spain or 
' Italy, would be extremely unfit for the Nether- 
lands i and that, in general, the nations in the 
fouthern parts of the world could live happily un- 
der a degree of reltraint which would render the 
northern nations extremely miferable L 

Philip re- These and fuch other reprefentations were ac- 
^tthcr'dreffed to the king himfelf by fome of the depu- 
ties, who endeavoured to perfuade him to annul, 
or at leaft to moderate the edifts. But on this head 
Philip was inexorable. And when one of his mini- 
iters reprefented, that, by perfiiting in the execu- 
tion of thefe edidls, he might kindle the feeds of 
rebellion, and thereby lofe the fovereignty of the 
provinces ; he replied, " That he had much rather 
** be no king at all, than have heretics for his fub- 
tt jefts ™." 

His religion, which was of all fuperftitions the 
moft intolerant ; his temper of mind, wWch was 
naturally haughty and fevere ; his pride, which 
would have been wounded by yielding what he- 
had repeatedly declared he would never yield ; hi& 
engagements with the pope, and an oath which he 
had taken to devote his reign to tlie defence of the 
jjopilb faith and the extirpation of herefy ; above 
all, his thirft for defpotic power, with which he 
confidered the liberties claimed in religious matters 
by the proteftants as utterly incompatible ; all thefe 
caufes united, rendered him dear to the remon- 
ftrances which were made to him, and fixed him 
unalterably in his refolution to execute the edids 
with the utmoft rigour. He (hewed himfelf equally 
inflexible with regard to the new biihoprics ; nor 

would 

' Bcntivoglio, lib. i. 

" Chegli voleva piu tofto reftir fenzt regni» che pofledergli 
con hcre(i& fientivoglio> p. lO, 
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would he confent at this time to withdraw the Book Ilf. 
S(^ni(h foldiers. In order however to lelFen the ^^^7C^ 
odium arifing from his refufal, he offered the com- ^^^' 
mand of thefe troops to the prince of Orange and 
count Egmont, the two ableft and moft popular 
noblemen in the Netherlands ; the former of whom 
he had appointed governor of Holland, Zealand, 
and Utrecht ; and the latter, of Artois and Flan- 
ders. Both of them declined accepting of the offer 
wWch was made to them, and had the courage to 
declare^ that they confidered the continuance of 
the troops in the Low Countries, after peace had 
been efiablidied with France, as a violation of the 
fundamental laws of the conftitution. 

Count Egmont, defcended from the dukes of CoumEg*. 
Guelderland, and one of the moft accomplifhed ™^"^ 
noblemen in the Netherlands, having lately gained 
inunortal honour by the viftories of St. Quintin and 
Gravelines, had juft ground to expeft the higheft 
rewards in the power of Philip to beftow. 

The prince of Orange, fo well known in hillory wiiium i. 
by the name of William the firft, was the repre- ol^gef 
Tentative of the ancient and illuftrious family of 
Naifau in Germany. From his anceftors, one of 
whom had been emperor of Germany, he inherited 
feveral rich pofleflions in the Netherlands ; and he 
had fucceeded to the principality of Orange by the • 
will of Rene de Naflau and Chalons, his coufin- 
german, in the year 1 544. From that time the 
late emperor had kept him perpetually about his 
perfon, and had early difcovered in him all thofe 
extraordinary talents which rendered him after- 
wards one of the moft illuftrious perfonages of this 
or of any other age. Both he and count Egmont 
had afpired to the regency ; and their declining to 
accept of the conunand of the Spanilh troops was, 
by K)me, afcribed to the chagrin occafioned by 
G z r their 
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Book III. their difappointment ". The prince of Orangr, 
^" '^ after dropping his own pretennons, had exprdied 
'^^^' his defire to liave the regency bellowed on the 
dut chefs of Lorrain ; and this difcovery of Willianfis 
inctination is faid to have been a principal motive 
with Philip, and his Spanifh counfellors, for con- 
ferring it on the dutchefs of Parma. Nor were they 
Citrsfied with thwarting him in this. He had begun 
and made fbme progrefs in a treaty of marri^e 
with one of the princefles of Lorrain. In this mea- 
fure likewife they oppofed him^ from an aj^rehen- 
fion, it was pretended, that fo dofe a connexion 
with a family of fo great influence, and whofe ter- 
ritories lay fo near the Netherlands, would give him 
an acceffion of power that might be dangerous in 
the hands of a perfon whofe loyahy there was rea- 
fon to fufpeft. 

PMr"**^ It does not however appear, that, before the 
alienation aflemblv of the States, Philip had any juft ground 
from him. fQj. hjg fufpicions of William's condudt ; and there 
is only one circumftance recorded to which they 
can be afcribed. The prince having been fent to 
France as an hoftage for the execution of fome ar- 
ticles of the peace of Chateau-Cambrefis, had, 
during his refidence there, difcovered a fcheme 
formed by the French and Spanifli monarchs for 
the extirpation of the proteftants. This fcheme he 
had communicated to fuch of his friends in the Ne- 
therlands as had embraced the reformed reHgion,. 
and from that time the king ceafed to treat him 
with his wonted confidence °. 

But we find a ftill more fatisfaftory account of 
Philip's alienation from the prince, in the jealoufy 
of Granvelle and the Spanifh minifters. From his 
early youth William had been confidered as a 
principal favourite of the late emperor, who had 

on 

* Fcrrcras, torn, ix. Grotius, p. 4— 9, 

* Bentivoglioy. p. 6. Thoanua, com. i^ lib. xsii. Ml. »Ov 
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on all occafions diftinguifhed him with peculiar Book III. 
marks of his efteem. Charles ufed to communicate '^*'*^ 
to him his mod fecret counfels, and had been heard . ^^* 
to declare, that the prince, though fcarcely arrived 
at the years of manhood, had often fuggefted ex- 
pedients to him that were of great advantage to his 
afiairs. William was in the twenty-third year of his 
age when Charles refigned his dominions, yet he 
had already received feveral public proofs of the 
emperor's attachment. Not to mention his making 
choice of Km to fupport him in that auguft anem- 
bly in which he refigned his dominions, or his be- 
ftowing on liim, in preference to his other courtiers, 
the honour of carrying tlie imperial crown to his 
brother Ferdinand ; he had appointed him corn- 
mander in chief of his army, in the abfence of the 
duke of Savoy, '\when the prince was only tv/o and 
twenty years old. Againll. tliis nieallire all his 
counfellors had remonft/ated, and had reprefented 
to him the (uperior cliarader of iixz French generals, 
the duke dc Nevers and the admiral de Colignr. 
But Charles adhered to his choice, and had no rea- 
fon afterwards to repent of it. 'WiHiam not only 
iaved the troops while they were under his com- 
mand from fullaining any misfortune 6r calamity, 
but fortified Charlemont and Phillpville, and there- 
by fecured the frontier of the Netherlands, in Ipite 
of the mott vigorous efforts which the enemy could 
make to prevent him. This uncommon degree of 
attacliment that was Ihewn him by the fiither, was 
the real caufe of the coldfiefs with which he was 
treated by the fon. Granvelle and the Spcinifli 
minillers were envious of his rifing grcatnefs, and 
took every opportunity to infpire Philip witli fufpi- 
cions of his defigns, and an avcrfion to his cha- 
radter. Philip was confirmed in his fufpicions by 
William's rehifing to accept of the command- of 
the troops ; and faw that neither he, nor count Eg- 
mont, who likewife declined accepting it, were 
perfons on whom he could depend for executing 

the 
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PooK III. the plan which he had formed for eftablifliing def- 
^""^ — ' potifm in the provinces. 

He left them however in poffeflion of the feveral 
governments to which they had been appointed, 
and ftill allowed them to hold their places as for- 
merly in the council of ftate. He did not chufe to 
exafperate them too much. Their merit, he was 
fenfible, intitled them to all the honours and offices 
which they enjoyed. He knew how extenfive their 
- influence was among the people ; and he was con- 
fcious they had been guilty of nothing that could 
juftif/him for removing them.from their employ- 
ments ; fince, even when their conduft had offend- 
ed him the moft, they had only exercifed thofe 
rights, which, by the fundamental laws of the 
country, belonged to every inhabitant of the Ne- 
therlands. 

But although Philip did not think proper to dif- 
mifs them from his fervice, he refolved that they 
fliould not have power to fruftrate his intentions. 
And for this purpofe he left, for principal counfellor 
to the regent, the bifhop of Arras, whofe views 
were entirely coincident with his own, and in 
whom, therefore, the dutchefs of Parma was de- 
fired to repofe unlimited confidence. 

Tbebiftop Antony Perenot, bifhop of Arras, (b well 
o Anas, j^^^^j^ jj^ ^j^g Wftory of the Netherlands by the 
name of cardinal Granvelle, was fon to the cele- 
brated chancellor of that name, whom the late 
emperor had for many years intrufted with the ma- 
nagement of his moft important affairs, Antony 
having been early initiated into bufmefs, had been 
employed by the emperor for feveral* years in the 
niceft political negociations, and in fome of the 
higheft departments of the ftate. He was a perform 
of extraordinary abilities, and particularly diftin- 
guifhed for his eloquence, his aftivity, his induftry, 
and addrefs. Yet he was extremely odious to the 

people 
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IHILIP fe: fail firom ie XcJicrlar.J.s AM-.h aB.v^ilV. 

fleet of near itver.:y ihlpss on :I;c :oih ot" — ^-i"^*-* 

Auguft, and arrix-cd ai Loredc\ :a ihe jv.>vi:;v\* of pJ.J^X^w. 
BifiaiXf on the 29th He reached ihc {xir: in i;Uct\ , «>*» »» 
bat no iboner had he landed than a drcav;i\il rt;>:ni ^^*''* 
arofe, in which a [xirt of his n.c; \vas uunw racked ; 
above a thouiand men perilhed^ and a &;:'euT n;;m- 
bcr of capital paintings^ iiatucs, an J other curivnis 
works of art, were loll, which Chiules liad been 
cn^iloyed during forty years in colkding, in Ger- 
nany, Italy, and Flanders. 

Philip, animated by a Ipirit fimila** to that 

which prompted him, after the victory of St. Quin- 

tin, to confecrate a church to St. Laurence, th(utght 

he could not, on this occafion, cxprrfshis^y^atitude 

fivhis prefcrvation, in a manner more acccptal)le 

to the Ddty, than by dechu-ing his refolution lo 

dedicate his life to the defence of the catholic 

filth, and the extirpation of hcrefy '. 

As 
a Father Paul, lib. v. p. 417. 
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Book IV. As the Spaniards had not for many years enjoy- 
v--^^-> g J ^g prefence of their fovereign, his arrival difFuf- 
Tb/jo^of ed univerfal joy throughout the kingdom. His ad- 
theSpini- miniftration before his marriage with the queen of 
KclfiTa. " England had procured him the general efteem, and 
he was now more refpefted than ever, on account of 
the fignal fuccefs with which his arms had been at- 
tended in his war with France, and the moderation 
and equity which he had difplayed in the peace of 
Qiateau-Cambrefis. 

Phiiip'i It- The proofs of affedion which he received at this 
^Vai"*""^ time from his Spanilh fubjefts, were the ftronger, 
becaufe, although Philip feldom fufFered either joy 
or forrow to appear in his looks, his difcourfe, or be- 
haviour, it was well known how much he was at- 
tached to his native country, more than to any of his 
other dominions i and it was generally believ^, that 
he intended to fix in it his perpetual refideqce. His 
manners were fuited only to thofe of his Spanilh 
fubjefts ; he could not, as has been already menti- 
oned, fpeak with facility any other language but 
theirs, and he polfefled not that courage and enter- 
prife by which the late emperor had been determin- 
ed to undertake fo many voyages and joumics to 
the different ftates which were fubjeft to his domi- 
nion. The Low Countries had not, in the eyes of 
Philip, thofe charms by which Charles had been fo 
powerfully attrafted; and were particularly dif- 
agreeable to him, on account of the rellridtions 
which their free conftitution of government impofed 
on his authority. 

In the beginning of tlie reign of Charles, Spain 
was one of the freeft ftates in Europe; but as the no- 
bles were humbled, and their power abridged9 dur- 
ing the arbitrary, but vigorous adminiftration of 
cardinal Ximenes ^ fo the ill-concerted and unfuc- 
cefsful attempt which the commons of Caftile made 
fomc years afterwards, to aflert their rights^ ferved 
only to exalt the royal prerogative, which they in- 
tended 
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tended to have circumfcribed, and to reduce the Book IV. 
Cortes to an intire dependence on the crown. And - ~-~ ^ 
althou^ in Arragon the people Hill enjoyed their *^^^' 
ancient privileges, yet there was little probability 
that they would ever adventure to difpute the will 
of thdr prince; who pofleired fuch inexliauftible re- 
iburces, and could, when he pleafed, employ even 
their own countrymen the Callilians, to fubdue them. 
But there was no circumftance which I'ervcd more to 
increafe Philip's partiality for Spain, and to make 
Wm prefer it to any of his other dominions for the 
place of his abode, than the full eftablifhment which 
the court of inquifition had acquired in that king- 
dom, and the fecurity which this inllitution afford- 
ed him againft the propagation of herefy . 

This tribunal, which, although it' was not the o^ *!>«««- 
parent, has been the nurfe and guardian of ignorance *^"* "**"* 
and fiiperftition, in every kingdom into which it has 
been admitted, was introduced into Spain near a 
c:entury before the prefent period, by Ferdinand and 
Ilabella ; and was principally intended to prevent 
the relapfe of the Jews and Moors, who had been 
converted, or pretended to be converted to the faith 
of the church of Rome. Its jurifdiiftion was notconr 
fined to the Jews and Moors, but extended to all 
thofe who, in their pradtice or opinions, differed 
from the eftablifhed church. In the united king- 
doms of Caftile and Arragon, there were eighteen 
different inquifitorial courts ^ having each of them 
its counfellors, termed Apollolic Inquifitors; its fe- 
cretaries, ferjeants, and other officers -, and befides 
tliefe, there .were twenty thoufand familiars dif- 
perfcd throughout the kingdom, who afted as fpies 
and informers, and were employed to apprehend 
all fufpedled perfbns, and to commit them for their 
trial, to the prifons which belonged to the inquifiti-» 
on. By thefe familiars, perfons were feized oii 
bare fufbicion ; and, in contradidion to the com- 
mon rules of law, they were put to the torture, 

trjecj 
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Book IV. tried and condemned by the inquifitors, withcnit bc- 
^*'""'^'''**^ ing confronted either with their accufers, or with 
"559- xhc witnelles on whofe evidence they were con- 
demned. The pnnifhments inflidled were more or 
lefs dreadful, according to the caprice and humour 
of the judges. The unhappy viftims were either 
ftrangleld, or committed to the flames, or loaded 
with chains and (hut up in dungeons during life. 
Their efFefts were confifcated, and their families 
ffigmatifed with infamy ^. 

This inllitution was, no doubt, well calculated 
r to produce an uniformity of religious profeffio'n; but 
it had a tendency likewife to deftroy the fwcets of 
focial life ; to banifh all freedom of thought and 
fpeech; to difturb mens minds with the moft difiqui- 
cting apprehenfions, and to produce the moft intole- 
rable flavery, by reducing perfons of all ranks in life 
to a ftate of abjed Hependence upon priefts; whofe 
integrity, were it even greater than that of other 
men, as in every falfe religion it is lefs, muft have 
been corrupted by the uncontrouled authority 
which they were allowed to exercife. 

Such nearly were the fentiments which even the 
Spaniards entertained of this iniquitous tribunal, at 
the time when it was ereded ^, But not having had 
experience then of its pernicious effects, and confi- 
dering it as intended for the chaftifement of Jews 
and infidels, they only murmured and complained; 
till, the yoke being wreathed about their necks, the 
moft fecret murmurings became dangerous, and of- 
ten fatal to thofe who uttered them. 

fbufnftitu. -^^ ^^^ tribunal, a vifible change was wrought in 

tiononthe tlic tcmpcr of thc pcople^ and refer ve, diftruft, and 

J^;y^*;^^^Jealoufy, became the diftinguifliing- charadter of a 

Spaniard. It perpetuated and confirmed the reign 

of ignorance and fuperftition. It inflamed the rage 

of religious bigotry j and, by the cruel fpedtacles 

t# 
* Mariana, lib. xxiv. c. i6. p 137. * Mariaoau 
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' to which, in the execution of its decrees, it famili- Book IV. 
arifed the people, it nourilhed in them that ferocious ^"JTC^ 
ipirit, which, m the Netherlands and America, they 
manifefied by deeds that have fixed an everlafting 

reproach on the Spaniih name. . 

■ 

But thefe confiderations could not be apprcn ' 
hended by Philip ^ nor, if ihey liad been fuggefted 
to him, wotild they have liad any: influence upon 
Ms condudt. He liad imbibed, in all its virulence, 
that fpirit of bigotry and perfecution, ^^hich gave 
birth to the inquifition. He regarded heretics ajs 
the moll odious of criminals ; and confidered a de- 
parture in his fubjeds from the Romilh fuperffiti- 
on, as the moil dreadful calamity <hat could befall 
fhem. He was therefore determined to fupport 
the inquifitors with all his power, and he encou- 
raged them to exert themfelves, in the exercife of 
their office, with the utmoft diligence. 

The zeal and vigilance of thefe men fiiUy cor- 
refponded to that ardour with which their fovcreign 
was inflamed ; yet fo irrefilVible in this age was 
the fpirit of innovation, and fo great the force of 
truth, that the opinions of the reformers had found 
their way even into Spain, tod were embraced 
openly by great numbers of both fexes, among 
i^iom there were both priefts and nuns. 

Even the archbiftiop of Toledo, Bartlemi di Ca- Cranw 
ranza y Miranda, was, from certain propofitions J^Jj;**^^^* 
contained in a catechifm which he publifhed, fuf- 
peAed to have efpoufed them. The inquifitors in- 
formed the king of the grounds of their fufpicion, 
and defired to receive his inftruftions for their con- 
duct. Caranza had been univerfally refpedted as 
one of the moft virtuous and learned prelates in 
Spain. Having, when provincial of the order of 
St. Dominique, been carried by Philip into Eng- 
land, as a perfon well qualified to promote the re- 
cfbhUfluxteat gf popepy in that kingdom, he had 

laboured 
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Book IV. laboured with fo much zeal for that end, and there- 
^"'^" -' by recommended himfelf fo powerfully to the Idng, 
'^^^' that in the year one thouland live hundred and 
fifty-feven, Philip advanced him to the primacy. 
His firft employment after attaining this hi^ dig- 
nity was to adminifter fpiritual comfort to the late 
emperor, whom he attended in his laft diftrefs. 
But the memory of his merit and fervices was now 
obliterated. Philip wrote to the inquifitors from 
the Netherlands, that they muft, without hefitati- 
on, proceed againil the archbifhop as they would 
do againft other delinquents ; and that they ftiould 
not fpare even his own fon, if they found him 
guilty of herefy. Caranza was accordingly thrown 
into prifon, an'd his revenues were fequeftrated. 
The propofitions in his catechifm, at which the in- 
quifitors had taken offence, were held to be of a dif- 
putable nature even among the cathoUcs them- 
felves. It is probable, however, that fentence would 
have been pronounced againft him, had not the 
pope interpofed, and claimed an exclufive right to 
decide the caufe. PWlip, auMous for the honour of 
the holy office, to whofe power he was defirous 
that no bounds fhould be prefcribed, employed 
all his intereft to prevail on the pontiff to drop 
his pretenfions. But at laft he himfelf yielded; 
and Caranza, after having languifhed in prifon for 
fix years and feven months, was tranfportcd to 
Rome, where he was releafed from confinement, 
but died in a few weeks after he was fet at liberty**. 

dt!!f€^t vii. Before Philip's arrival in the gity of Valladolid, 

Udoiid, an Auto-de-fc had been celebrated, in wUch a 

great number of proteftants were conunitted to 

the flames. There were ttill in the prifons of the 

inquifition more than thirty perfons, againft whom 

the fame dreadful punirtiment had been denounc- 

witneflTea ed. Philip, eager to give public proof as early as 

^yP*>*"P- poffiblc 

''Ferreruy Aonii 1559 and 1565. CampiMj an. 1559. 
Miniani, lib. t. c. 11. 
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^ffible o( his abhorrence of thefe innovators, de-BooK IV. 
fired thcinquifitors to fix a day for their execution; ^-^^'"—■^ 
and he rcfolved to witnefs it. The dreadful ceremo- '^^^' 
ny (more repugnant to humanity, as well as to the 
Ipirit of the chriftian religion, than the moll abomi- 
nable iacrifices recorded in the annals of the pagan 
world) was condudted with the greateft folemnity 
which the inquifitors could devife ; and Philip, at- 
tended by his fon Don Carlos, by his filler, and by 
his courtiers and guards, fat within fight of the unhap- 
py victims. After hearing a fermon from the bilTiop 
of Zamora, he rofe from his feat, and having drawn 
his fword, as a fignal, that with // he would defend 
the holy fiuth, he caufed an oath to be adminiftered 
to him by the inquifitor-general, that he would fup- 
port the inquifition and its minifters, againll all here- 
tics and apoftates, or others who fhould attempt to 
oppofe it; and would compel his fubjedls every 
where to yield obedience to its decrees. 

Among the proteftants condemned, there was a 
nobleman of the name of Don Carlos di Seffa, who, 
when the executioners were conducting him to the 
ilake, called out to the king for mercy, faying, 
" And can'ft thou thus, O king, witnefs the tor- 
** ments of thy fubjedts ? Save us from this cruel 
" death ; we do not deferve it." " No," Philip 
ftemly replied, " I would myfelf carry wood 
** to bum my own fon, were he fuch a wretch as 
" thou«." After which, he beheld the horrid fpec- 
taclc that followed, with a compofure and tranquil- 
lity that betokened the moft unfeeling heart. 

This dreadfiil feverity, joined with certain rigid 
laws, enadted to prevent tlie importation of Luthe- 
ran books, foon produced the defired effedl. Af- 
ter the celebration of another Auto-de-fe ^, in which 

about 

* lo tnen leona ptn qoemtr t mi hijo, fi fuere tan malo co* 
no vot. Cabreniy lib. v. c. 3. Miniana, 1. t, c. 1 1. 
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Book IV. about fifty proteftants fuffered, all the reft, if ther- — 

''"''^^^'"*^ were any who ftill remained, either concealed theH 

' ^ ^^* fentirnents, or made their efcape into foreign parts ^ 

Philip proceeded next to fettle the civil goverrx- 
ment of the kingdom ; and, according to the Spat- 
nilh hiftorians, he difcovered in the choice of hjs 
minifters, and of the governors of towns and pro- 
vinces, much prudence and circumfpedion ; of 
which laft, an hiftorian gives the following inftance, ' 
^ that befides maldng diligent inquiry concerning the l 
charafters of the feveral candidates for offide^ he ' 
kept a regifter for his own ufe, in which he record- 
ed all the vices and defedls, as well as the virtues 
and accomplifhmehts of each **. 

He might have confined his attention to objeds 
of this nature, and have applied himfelf wholly to 
the internal adminiftration of his dominions, had he 
not found it necefl'ary to provide againil the hoftie 
intentions with which the Turkifh emperor, and the 
corfairs of Barbary, were, animated againft him. 

kiii!^*^^"'" '^"^ Ottoman empire was, in the prefent pcri- 
iJr. ^"^^^'od, at the fummit of its glory, under the viflorious 
Solyman ; the greateft and the moft enlightened 
of all the Sultans. In Perfia, in Hungary, and in 
Africa, this heroic prince had widely extended the 
limits of his empire ; had expelled the kni^ts of 
St. John from Rhodes, which till then had been 
deemed impregnable ; had ftripped the Venetians 
of a great part of their territories •, laid wafte the 
coafts of Italy and Spain ; and filled all Europe 
with admiration of his exploits, and with the terror 
of his name. From the time of his competition 
witli Ferdinand in Hungary, he had regarded the 
princes of the houfe of Auftria as his rivals. He 
had allifted Henry II. of France, firft f^inft 
Charles, and afterwards againft Philip ; as he had 
formerly alfifted Francis againft the empcfor. 

And 

' Miniana, lib. v. c. 1 1. ^ lbid« 
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And in the late war, although by fome accident Boot IV. 
bis fleet c^d not arrive in time to aft in concert*^ ~"_ -^ 
with that of Pcance, yet it came afterwards under * 
his admiral Piali, who, having landed his troops in 
[taly^ and iri the iflands of Prochita and Minorca, 
put great numbexs of the inhabitants to the fword, 
and carried off many hundred prifoners into 
(lavcry '. 

From an enemy fo powerful and enterprifing, 
EUlip had much to apprehend. But he believed it 
td be inconfiftent with the charafter of proteftor of 
the church, to which he afpired, to enter into any 
alliance with a prince who was the declared and 
irreconcilable enemy of Chriftianity ^ and therefore, 
far from propofmg any terms of accommodation, 
he iflued orders for putting tlie coafts of Spain and 
Italy into a pofture of defence, left Solyman fhould 
find leifure from his other occupations to renew 
holtilities. 

But the Spanifh monarch had more immediate The Cor- 
caufe of inquietude from the corfairs on the coaft Bllbiy. 
of Africa, who had become much more formidable 
than before by the afliltance which Solyman had 
afforded them ever fmce they acknowledged him 
for their fovereign. They confifted of Turks, Arabs, 
Ne^oes, and Moors ; the laft of whom were partly 
natives, and partly fuch as had been expelled from 
Sp^n in the time of Ferdinand and Ifabella. They 
were all men of barbarous manners, inflamed with 
the moft Kgoted zeal for the Mahometan religion, 
open foes to almoft every Chriftian power, and 
animated with a peculiar hatred againft the Spa- 
niards, who had often attacked them in their ftrong 
holds, and had long treated their brotl\er Maho- 
metans, the Morefcoes in Spain, with inhumanity. 
They l»d often taken fiiU revenge for thefe injuries, 
under the celebrated brothers, Horuc and Hay- 

VoL. I. H radin 

' FciTcraj, ann, 1558. 
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Book IV. radin Carbaroffas. Their principal fleet was now 

• — "^ ' commanded by another corfdr, of the name of 

'^^^' Dragut, tlie Earbaroffa of his age, and not inferior 

to either of the two brothers in thofe qualifications 

by wliich they were fo eminently diftinguiftied. 

D'agdt. Born in a little village in Natolia, oppofite to 

the ifle of Rliodes, and fprung, like tlie Barbaroflas, 
from the meaneft parents, Dragut had, in liis youth, 
enlifted himfv:!lf on board a Turkifti galley, and had 
ferved there for fom.e years as a common failor. In 
that ftation he gave confpicuous proofs of liis capa- 
city. He feemed however to be governed by a 
paifion extremely different fi-om that ambition 
which is the ordinary attendant upon genius, and 
to have no otlier end in view than to enrich himfelf 
But as foon as he had acquired a certain fum of 
money, he purchafed a galley of Ws own, and 
began the adventurous occupation of a cor(air, in 
which he became remarkable for his flrill in naviga- 
tion, his knowledge of the feas, his intrepidity, and 
enterprife. His character did not remain long un- 
known to Hay radin Earbarofla, who was at that 
time high admiral of the Turkilh fleet. Barbaroifa 
gladly received Dragut into his fervice, and having 
made him his lieutenant, he gave him the command 
of twelve of his Ihips of war. Witli tKs fleet Dra- 
gut did infinite mifchief to all the European ilates 
who traded in the Mediterranean, the French only 
excepted, whofe monarchs were in alliance with the 
Turkifli emperor. He fuffered no feafon to pals 
unemployed. Scarcely a fingle Spanifli or Italian 
fiiip efcaped him ; and when he failed in taking a 
fufticient mimber of prizes, he commonly made 
fomc fudden defcent on the coafts of Spain or Italy, 
plundering the country, and carrying off great 
number^of the inhabitants into captivity. In thefe 
defcents he was generally fortunate; but in the 
year 1541, having landed his men in a creek in 
Corfica, they were fcattered along the coail, and 

employed 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 99 

employed in collecting their booty, when Juanetin Book IV. 
Doria, the brave nephew of the illuftrious Andrew ^^,"7"^ 
Dona, came upon him with a fuperipr force, took 
nine of his (hips, and compelled him to furrender. 
When he was carried on board the admiral's galley, 
he could not reftrain his indignation, but exclaim- 
ed, ** And am I then doomed to be thus loaded 
" with fetters by a beardlefs youth ?" a faying 
which occafioned his meeting with harder ufage 
than he would otherwife have received. Both Bar- 
baroflkand Solyman intercfted themfelves in his 
behalf, and made tempting offers to the Genoefe 
for his ranfom. Notwithrtanding which they de- 
tained him four years in captivity ; nor could they 
be perfuaded to fet liim at liberty till Barbarofla, 
with a hundred gallies under his command, ap- 
peared before their town, and threatened to lay it 
in alhes if he were not inftantly releafed. The 
Genoefe found it necelfary to comply with tliis re- 
queft ; and Dragut, who was immediately after- 
wards furnifhed with a ftrong fquadron of ihips by 
Barbarofla, and was now inflamed with redoubled 
hatred againft all who bore the name of Chrifiians^ 
refumed his former occupation, and fought after 
opportunities, with unceafing ardour, to wreck his 
vengeance upon his enemies. Befides captures 
which he made at fea, he facked and pillaged, year 
after year, innumerable villages and towns in Italy 
and the adjacent ifles. Having been difpoiiefled by 
Doria of his ftrong fea-port of Mohedia on the coaft 
of Barbary, he Iwd ample revenge afterwards on 
that gallant feaman, in an engagement off Naples, 1552. 
in which he took fix of his (hips, with a great num- 
ber of troops on board, and obliged Doria himfelf, 
and the reft of the fleet, to fly before him. In the 
year immediately following he fubdued almoft the 
whole ifland of Corfica, and delivered it into th^ 
hands of the French. After this, having m^^le 
himfelf mafter of Tripoli, he fortified that /{ace 
in the ftrongeft manner. From Tripoli he iflued 
H 2 forth 
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Book IV. forth as often as the feafon would permit ; and 

^■"v**-^ after Philip's acceirioi>^ and even after peace wa* 

*^5^" concluded between France and Spain, he coatinu^ 

ed to pradtife as formerly his dcpiradations upon the 

coafts of Sicily, Naples, and other ftates which 

belonged to the Spanifh monarchy. \ 

EKptaition Of thefe hoftilities Philip had received particular 
^H McUhe infonnation before he left the Netheilands, and hsA 
jj« «^ been earneftly exhorted by the Sieur de la Valette, 
*'**** grand-mafter of the knights of Malta, and the duke 
de Medina Coeli, governor of Sicily, to think feri- 
oufly of putting an end to tlie innumerable mif- 
chiefs to which his fubjefts were expofed firom this^ 
active corfair, by fending fuch a force againft Km 
as might compel him to abandon liis retreat. Philip 
readily confented to this requeft ; and as he was in- 
formed by la Vallette, that Dragut himfelf was ab- 
fent at that time from Tripoli, carrying on an in- 
land war againft one of the kings in Barbary, he 
fent immediate orders to the duke de Medina Coeli, 
Dorla, and others, to haften forward the preparati- 
ons neceflaiy for the intended enterprife. The pope 
and moft of the other princes in Italy contributed 
their afliftance, and a fleet was aflembled confifting 
of more than a hundred (hips, having 14,000^ fol- 
diers on board. This armament, of which the duke 
de Medina Coeli had the chief command, fet (ail 
from Meffina in the end of October 1559, and 
paffed over to Syracufe. There it was detained by 
contrary winds for feveral weeks, and during that 
time a difeafe, occafioned by unwholefome provifi- 
ens, carried off between three and four thouiand 
of the troops. Medina Coeli however proceeded in 
his voyage, ftill hoping that he had force iuffident 
to enfure fuccels ; and it is probable that he would 
^ot have been difappointed had he advanced di- 
r^ly and laid fiege to Tripoli. But he thought it 
wotld facilitate the redudVion of that place, to make 
himfef maftcr beforehand of the ifle of Gerba» 

which 
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which lies a few miles from Tripoli, and was held Book IV. 
by a Moorifli governor, attached to the intereft of ^''^ ^ 
Dragut. This ifland was fubdued with little dlffi- '^^^* 
culty ; and a caftle which liad been ered^ed upon it 
was, after a feeble refiftance, abandoned by the 
Moors, whofe commander fwore allegiance upon 
the Alcoran to the king of Spain, 

It was the opinion of fome of the principal offi- 
cers that this caftle (hould be immediately deftroy- 
ed, and that the fleet fhould proceed to Tripoli 
without delay. But the duke was unfortunately of 
a different opinion, and refolved not only to pre- 
ferve the caiile, but to ftrengthen and enlarge it. 
In this prepofterous undertaking a great deal of 
time was loft. Dragut had returned with his army 
from his inland expedition ; and he had leifure not 
only to provide for the fecurity of the town, but to 
fend notice to the Grand Seignior of the operations 
of the Chriftian fleet, which he reprefented might 
be attacked with great advantage in its prefent fitu- 
ation, while the commander was off his guard, and 
moft of the forces were on fliore. 

SoLYM AN embraced without hefitation the tempt- Dcftruaion 
ing opportunity which was thus prefented to him. nul Ic^tly 
He fitted out, with the utmoft expedition, a fleet «^« Turicj. 
of feventy-four gallies, put a hundred Janiflaries, 
befides odier foldiers, on board each of them, and 
gave the command to his admiral Piali, with orders 
to proceed in his voyage as faft as poflible. The 
Spaniards were informed of his approach by a Mal- 
tefe fiigate, and were thrown into great perplexity. 
A council of war was immediately held. Some 
officers >yere for waiting till the enemy fliould arrive, 
and advifed Medina to give them battle. Others, 
among whom was the younger Doria ^, whofe cou- 
rage was unqueftionable, were of opinion, that con- 

fidering 

^ The elder Doria was prevented from taking a part in this 
expedition by the infirmitiei of old age. 
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BooKlV.fidering the fickly condition of the troops, and the 
^'^^'^^''^^ great diminution which they had undergone, they 
*^^^* could not contend with fo powerful an enemy 
without the utmoft danger of a total overthrow, 
and therefore that they ought immediately to retire, 
and condudt the fleet to a place of fafety. The 
duke de Medina Coeli, a man of no experience in 
maritime affairs, and utterly unqualified for the 
charge which he had undertaken, was at a lofs to 
determine to which of the two meafures propofed 
he fhould give the p.eference. There was a necef- 
fity for embracing inftantly either the one or the 
bthc*. Yet he balanced betweer^ them for fomc 
days, and ftill continued to make the troops work 
In completing the fortifications of the cattle, till in- 
Jelligence was brought him that the enemy were at 
hand, and fleering direftly towards the ifland. 

There was no time now to put the fleet into a 
pofhue of defence. Both the mariners and foldiers 
-were overwhelmed with terror; and each crew, 
without waiting for the word of command, made 
hafte, with oars and fails, to efcape from the im- 
pending danger. Several (hips foundered among 
the flats and fliallovvs. Otliers were dri\ en back by 
the wind, or by the enemy, and wrecked upon 
the ifland. Some efcaped, and particularly thofe 
which belonged to the order of St. John, through 
their fuperior acquaintance with the coaft. Above 
thirty were taken by the Turks ; about one thou- 
fand men \yeie killed or drowned, and five thoufand 
taken prifoners. Medina Cceli, with Doria and 
fome other principal officers, palfed in the night 
through the middle of the enemy's fleet, and arrived 
life at Malta ; haying, before his departure, com- 
mitted the charge of the foit of Gerba to Don Al- 
varo de Sande, to whom he gave the ftrongcfl 
aiTurances of (peedy afliflance and relief. 

^e*forfof^ This valiant Spaniard had very little reafon to 
c«rbt'hy truft to thefe afliirances, and could not expedk to 

Ue Turk9. bC 
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be able to hold out long againft fo great a foree as Book IV. 
he knew would be employed againft him; efpeclally ' — ^ ' 
as he was but mdifFerently furnifhed with provifions, * ^ ^^' 
and was much more likely to find enemies than 
friends in the natives of the ifland. Notwithftanding 
thefe di(couraging circumftances, he readily under- 
took the arduous tafk afligned him ; and having got 
Kis garrifon augmented by the crews of ihofe Ihips 
vrhlch, in attempting to make their efcapc, liad 
been driven back upon the coaft, he prepared with 
great alacrity for a vigorous defence. 

Pi A LI loft no time after his vidtory, but imme- 
diately landed his troops and began the fiegc. Ho 
was furnifhed with artillery by Dragut, who brought 
it himfelf, together with fome frefh forces, from 
Tripoli. About twelve thoufand Turks, befides 
the iflanders and other Moors, were employed in the 
fiege. In their firft approaches many of them were 
killed. But foon after their battery had been un- 
ma(ked, a great part of the wall of the fort was 
laid in ruins. The befieged in the mean time be- 
gan to futfer greatly from the heat of the feafon, 
and from the fcarcity and unwholcfomcncfs of the 
water and provifions. Great numbers died, and 
niany, grown impatient under tlie hardfli'ps to 
which they were cxpofcd, deferted to the cncmv. 
By thefe men Piali was informed of the dlftrclfcd 
condition of the garrifon ; and he invited thein to 
Jfiirrender, and promifcd to f[)are their lives. Don 
Alvaro rejedted this offer with difdain, and ftlll per- 
fifted in the defence. But at length finding that his ^nci of juiy 
Itock of provifions was almoft fpcnt, and having*^ ^' 
de (paired of the relief which had been piom'fcd l)y 
Medina, he called togetlier the garrifon, v/hich 
amounted now only to one thoufand men, and hav- 
ing reminded them of the glory which ihsy had ac- 
quired, and informed them that they had neither 
b.ead to fupport their bodies, nor numbers to defend 

thu 
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BooicIV.the fort any longer, he defired them to refolve, 
^-v^-^ whether they would give themfelves up tamely to 
■^5^' be the flaves of their barbarous enemy, or imitate 
the example which he would fet them, and die with 
their arms in their hands, fighting bravely for the 
honour of their religion and their countiy. The 
foldiers called out with one voice, " Tnat they 
chofe death rs^ther than flavery i and were ready to 
follow wherefoever he (hould lead them." He then 
defied they would refrefti themfelves with fuch 
vitfluals as llill remained, and hold themfelves in 
readinefs to leave the fort about the middle of the 
night. 

At that time they fet out, by the gate which 
looked towards the fea, and having palfed a triple 
rampart, which had been thrown up to prevent 
their fallies, they made dreadful havock among the 
Turks, and had almoft reached the general's tent, 
when they were put to a {land by the Janiffaries, 
They fought long and defperately j but at lall, the 
whole Turkifti camp being up in arms, they were 
overpowered by numbers, and almoft all of them 
were flain. Alvaro, with two officers who had kept 
near him, forced his way through the tliickeft part 
of the enemy, till he reached the fhore, and got 
on board a Spanilh (hip which had been ftranded. 
There he was ftanding at day-break, with his target 
in one hand and his fword in the other, furrounded 
by the Turklfh foldiers, who would have quickly 
buried him under their darts, if their officers, wIk) 
highly refpedted his heroic valour^ had not reftrain- 
ed them. Having been urged by a Genocfe rene- 
gado to lay down his arms, and auured of receiving 
a treatment fuitable to his rank and merit, he at 
laft confented to furrender Hmfelf to Piali \ 

Such 

' He was carried to Confttntinople with the other prifonen, 
and was afterwards fet at liberty, by an article in a treaty of 
peace between the Sultan and the emperor of Germany. 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 105 

Such was the conclufion of this unfortunate en- Book IV. 
terprife) the failure of which, and all the calamities ^^l~^ 
which enfuedy fcem to have been owing principally ^^^' 
to the weaknels, obftinacy, and inexperience of the 
commander in chief j yet we do not find that Philip 
ever exprefied any diffatisfiaftion with his condudt. 
He dther viewed it m a different light from that in 
wluch it has been reprefented by the contemporary 
liiflorians; or he confidered, that it would have 
been a tacit acknowledgment of his own want of 
difcemment, to accufe, of imprudence, or incapa- 
city, a perfbn whom he had judged defcrving ot fo 
great a trufl. Inflead of this, he applied himfelf to 
provide againfl the efFefts which he had realbn to 
dread from the fuccefs of the Turkifh arms. He 
could hardly doubt that Piali would purfue his vic- 
tory, and make a defcent on the coalls of Spain or 
Italy. 

The inhabitants were every where agitated with 
the mofl alarming apprehenfions. Watch-towers 
werendfed along the coafl; and the fleet, which 
had lately fufiered fo much, was repaired with the 
utmofl diligence. But thefe preparations, although 
they were afterwards found ufeful, were not at pre- 
(cnt neceflary. Solyman having other objeifts of 
ambition which engroffed his attention, recalled his 
fleet to G>nflantinople, and thus delivered the Itali- 
ans and Spaniards firom their prefent fears "". 

Philip ibon afterwards received intelligence The fiege 
that Hafcem, fon of the celebrated Barbaroffa, and M^arVui"* 
viceroy of Algiers under Solyman, had formed a vir. 
defign upon Oran and Ma&rquivir, two ftrong 
forts on the coafl of Barbary, which had been in 
the pofleflion of Spain fince the year one thoufand 
five hundred and nine, when they were fubdued 
by cardinal Ximenes. In order to fruflrate this 
defign, a fleet of twenty-four gallies had been or- 
dered 

* Cabrera, lib. v.c. 5. 8. 12. 13. Miniana,lib. v. c. 12. 
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^ooKlV.dered to fail to Oran, for the reinforcement of the 
garrifon ; but tHs fleet had been overtaken in the 
middle of itscourfe by a dreadful ftorm, in wliich 
two and twenty of the (hips were loft, and upwards 
of four thoufand men. 

By this accident Hafcem was encouraged to pro- 
ceed in his projefted enterprife. Having perfuaded 
feveral of the Mahometan princes in Barbary to af- 
fift him with their troops, he arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Oran early in tlie fpring, with a fleet 
of more than thirty ftiips, and an army of a hun- 
dred thoufand men. Of the two places which he 
intended to attack, only Mafarquivir is a fea-port, 
q.nd Oran lies at the diftance of near a league from 
it. With fo great an array he was enabled to block 
lip both places at once ; but he began his operati- 
ons with the fiege of Mafarquivir, which, though of 
greater importance by reafcn of its fituatipn, was 
not fo ftrongly fortified. 

The count de Alcaudete, the Spanilh governor, 
who had forefeen the approaching ftorm, had pro- 
vided to the utmoft of his power for the fecurity of 
the places corpmitted to his care ; and both he and 
his brother Don Martin de Cordova, to whom he 
commhted the chief command in Mafarquivir, were 
determined to hold out to the laft extremity. Ma- 
ny bloody rencounters pafled between the contend- 
ing parties, in the failles which Alcaudete made 
from Oran ; and in thefe the Spaniards had gene- 
rally the advantage. Don Martin, and the troops 
under his command, gave, if poflible, ftill ftronger 
proofs of intrepidity in their defence of Mafarqiu- 
vir. The walls were laid in ruins bv the enemy's 
artillery. Hafcem made eleven different alfaults, 
and his ftandard was raifed again and again upon 
the ruins of the walls •, yet he was finally repulfed 
and obliged, notwitliftanding his numbers, to yield 
to the unconquerable obftinacy of the Spaniards. 
Thefc brave men, liowever, were now fenfiblc, 

tlial. 
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that, from the want of provifions, tliey mull cre^^o"^ *^'^- 
long either throw away their lives, or fummit to "Tcco*' 
that odious flavery to which they knew that the im- 
placable hatred of their ungenerous enemy had 
doomed them. 

Philip was not ignorant of the diftrefs to which ^J«^»^8|'^^ 
they were reduced; and he had exerted himfelfb/th/spa 
with great adtivity in making preparations for tlieir "**'*'•• 
refief. But as Mafarquivir was blocked up by fea 
as well as by land, it was neceflary that the fup- 
plies which he had provided fhould be accomi^ini- 
ed with a fleet fuperior to tliat of the enemy. Such 
a fleet he at laft coUeded from Italy and the fea- 
poits in Spain, and gave the command of it to Don 
Francis de Mendoza, with inftrudtions to fail for 
Mafarquivir with the utmoft expedition. Mendoza 
happily arrived in time. Having come unexpedV 
edly upon Hafcem's fleet, he took nine (hips, and 
put the reft to flight; and Hafcem himfelf, who had 
been employed for fome days in preparing for a 
new aflault, perceiving the danger to which he was 
cxpofed from the Spanifli fleet on the one hand, 
and the garrifons in Oran and Maiarquivir on the 
other, raifed the fiege precipitately, after it had laft- 
ed for three months ; and marched off with all h'(g 
force? to Algiers. The Spaniards purfued for ieve- 
ral miles; but finding they were unable to overtake 
him, they returned; and the fleet, after reinforcing 
the garrifons of Oran and Mafarquivir, fet fail for 
Spain, where they were received with great rejoic- 
irig. The count de Alcaudete was foon after made 
viceroy of Navarre ; Don Martin received diftin- 
guiftied marks of the royal favour ; and all the of- 
hcers, and even private foldiers, were rewarded in 
proportion to their rank and merit °. 

During the abfence of the fleet the trade ofT^%7p"V 
Spain had fuftained confiderable prejudice from tl'.^Hon de vT 

depredations 5" ^f/^jj 

" Cabrera. lib. vi. Herrera Hid. Gen, del Mondo, lib. v. c. ^*°*" *' 
J. and 4. 
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Bo OK IV. depredations of a celebrated corf^, of the name of 
•^"^""^ Cara Muftapha, who, with a fquadron of fix or fe- 
^559- y^j^ (hips, traverfed the Mediterranean with unwea- 
ried aftivity, and made innumerable captures. His 
retreat was a fort on the African coaft, called Pen- 
non de Velez, which, in thofe days, before the in- 
vention of bombs, was reckoned almoft impregna- 
ble. It is fituated on a lleep and rugged rock, and 
is inacceflible, except by a narrow path, cut out in 
the rock itfelf ; which is feparated from the conti- 
nent by a channel, capable of containing about a 
dozen of thofe (hips which were ufually employed 
in cruifmg. This rock was fortified, both above 
and below, with a wall, flanked with baftions, and 
mounted with cannon; and afforded a conilant 
ftielter and protedtion to the-corfairs, when purfu- 
ed. From its fituation near the ftraits, thefe cor- 
fairs could annoy the Chriftians, while they them- 
felves were expofed to very little danger; and it 
was become an objeft of the moft ferious concern 
to all the Chriffian powers -who traded in the Medi- 
terrai^ean, to wreft it from them. 

In confequence of a report which gained credit, 
that Solyman intended this year to make an attack 
either on Spain or Italy, Philip had greatly aug- 
mented his naval force; but when he found that ei- 
ther there had been no ground for this rejjort, or 
that the Sultan had changed his defign, he thought 
that he could not employ his fleet more ufefully than 
by attempting to reduce Pennon de Velez, wKch 
had been long an objedt of much dread to his fub- 
jeds. 

Not fatisfied with his own numerous fleet, he 
folicited afliftance from Portugal, from the kiiights 
of Malta, and from his allies in Italy ; nor did he 
permit them to fet fail from Malaga, the place of 
rendezvous, till he had coUedled above ninety gal- 
lies, befides fixty fhips of a fmaller fize, with no 
lefs than thirteen thoufand foldiers on board. The 

providing 
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providing of lb great a force was not merely an ef-BooR IV. 
fb6t of that extraordinary caution with which Philip ^'■^■*"^ 
commonly entered upon any military enterprife; '^^^' 
and fudi a number or troops could not be employ- 
ed in beiieging a place of luch finall extent as ren- 
non dc Velez; but, as the Moors in the country ad- 
jacent were deeply intereftcd in tlie prefervation of 
the fort, on account of immenfe quantities of com- 
modities of all lands, and the number of Chriftian 
flaves which were djuly fold to them by the corfairs, 
there was reafon to apprehend that they would con- 
fider the caufe of thele pirates as their own, and 
give all the oppofition in their power to the Spani- 
ards, in the operations of the fiege. 

Agreeably to this perfuafion, the allies no foon- 
er arrived upon the coaft, than great numbers of 
thefe barbarians appeared among the hills, by the 
foot of which the army were obliged to pafs in their 
way to their fort. But thefe tumultuary troops were 
not able to prevent the Spaniards from- landing ; 
nor, althougli they gave them fome annoyance on 
their march, could they obftrudt the operations of 
fo formidable a body of regular forces. Still, how- 
ever, it was the opinion of feveral of the allies, that 
after all that could be done to reduce a fort of fo 
fmgular a conftruftion, they would in the iflue find 
it neceffary to abandon their attempt. This would 
probably have happened, if Muftapha himfelf had 
been prefent. But, in order to fave his Ihips from 
falling a prey to the enemy, he had left the place 
fome time before, and given the command of it to 
a renegado, of the name of Ferret, with two hun- 
dred Turks under him, and ammunition and pro- 
vifions fufficient to ferve for a much longer time 
than the blockade was likely to continue. 

He believed that the Spaniards would foon per- 
ceive the folly of their undertaking; and was there- 
fore employed in his ufual pradice of cruifing, with 

very 
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Book IV. very little concern about the fate of his retreat. But 
^^ ^^' he had been deceived in his opinion of thofe to whom 
he had committed a charge of fo great importance. 
Both the governor and garrifon were intimidated by 
the fight of that powerful fleet and arniy which now 
encompafled them. No fooner were fome of their 
guns difinounted by a Spanifli battery, and a part 
of the wall demoliflied, than they were ftruck with 
the moft violent panic, and the governor, and moft 
of the garrifon, made their efcape to the continent 
in the middle of the night, by fwimming. Such 
of them only remained as could not fwim ; and by 
thefe men the fort was delivered to the Spaniards. 

There was much good fortune and little glory 
in this valuable conqueft ; but the joy which it ex- 
cited over all the fouthern coaft of Spain was inex- 
preffible ; and it was the more complete, as well 
as the more generally difFufed, becaufe only a very 
fmall number had been killed or wounded in their 
rencounters with the Moors. Don Garcia de To- 
ledo, the commander in chief, was, foon after his 
return, rewarded by Philip, with the viceroyalty of 
Sicily ^ 

o Cabrera, lib. vi. c. 17. Fcrrcras^^art xir. Vcrtot's Hift, 
•f the Knights of Malta. 
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BOOK V. 

DURING the courfe of thofe military operati- Book V. 
ons which have been defcribed, Philip beheld *^^^"^ 
with much anxiety the rapid progrefs of herefy in '5^^* 
almoft every ftate in Europe except Spain ; and, in 
order to obftrudV it, he employed all his influence 
to procure the convocation of a general council of 
the church. 

In the firft years of the reformation, the bigotry The perfc- 
of thofe who adhered to the ancient fuperftition, fuf- I'hl^Jwtlft. 
fered them not to think of any other means of extir- »o". 
pating the opinions of the proteftants, but perfecu- 
tion ; which was exercifed againft them with tiie fame 
unrelenting feverity, as if they had been guilty 
of the moft atrocious crimes. But it foon appeared 
how inadequate this barbarous procedure was to the 
purpofe which the Romanifts intended. Thofe bloo- 
dy edid^ which were publiflied, thofe fires which 
were lifted up, and that variety of torments which 
priefts and inquifitors invented with ingenious cru- 
elty, fervedin reality to propagate the dodtrines 

againft 
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Book V. againft which they were ertiployed, and contribut- 
' — V— ^ ed to inflame, rather than extinguifli, that ardent 
'^^^' zeal with which thd proteftants were animated. Be- 
ing firmly perfuaded, that the caufe which they 
maintained, was the caufe of God and truth, and 
that the perfeverance would be rewarded with a 
happy immortalifjy, they courted their puni(hments 
inltead of avoiding them; and in bearing them, they 
difplayed a degree of fortitude and patience, which^ 
by exciting admiration in the beholders, produced 
innumerable profelytes to the faith for which they 
^ fuffered. 

xh^Rcfot! Several princes had been converted to that 
nation, faith. In fome ftates the proteftants had become 
more numerous and powerful than their oppo- 
nents ; and in others, their opinions fo generally 
prevailed, that the catholic princes found it no long- 
er poflible to extirpate them, without depriving 
themfelves of great multitudes of their rpoft induf- 
trious fubjedts, on whom the wealth and importance 
of their ftates depended. The time when perfecu- 
tion might have proved effeftual was paft, and the 
princes came at length to perceive the neceflhy of 
naving recourfe to fome more gentle means Aan 
had been hitherto empbyed. They were at the 
fame time fenfible, notwithftanding their prejudices 
againft the reformers, that fome reformation was ex- 
tremely neceflary; they had long borne with great 
impatience the numberlefs encroachments of the 
court of Rome; and were convinced, that if fome 
abufes were removed, it would not be impractica- 
ble to perfuade the proteftants to return into the 
bofom of the church. 

A general A GENER A L couucil appeared to be the only ex- 
fi^rH by the pedicttt by which this important end could be ob- 
catholic tmned; and the late emperor Charles had taken in- 
?"ncei. gj^j^g p^jj^g ^Q procure the convocation of that af- 
fembly. In former times the coundlfi trflhc ditirch 
had been convened by the emperors ifaemieives^ 

but. 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 115 

but, in the time of Charles, the power of calling Book V. 
them was, by all true catholics, confidered as the *^ ~^'~^ 
peculiar prerogative of the popes; who dreaded, '^^^" 
that fuch afiembEes nu^t derogate from their 
ufurped authority, and were therdbre inclined, if 
poffible, to prevent Aem from being held* With 
the tinnd Clement, Charles employed all his art 
and influence to procure a council, but in vain. 
Paul the tMrd was likewife exceedingly averfe from 
tKs meafure ; but the emperor being feconded by 
almoft all the catholic princes in Europe, Paul 
yielded to their importunities, and fummoned a 
council to meet in Trent. ¥xom this place it was 
afterwards tranflated to Bologna. After the death 
of Paul it was again aflembled in Trent in the year 
one thoufand five hundred and fifty-one, and con- 
tinued to be held there till the year following; when 
it was porogued for two years, upon war being 
declarea againfr the emperor, by the eledtor of 



In the iei&ons which were held under Paul, that 
fundamental tenet of the reformers, by which the 
writings of the evangelifts and apoftles are held to 
be the only rule of the Chriftian faith, was con- 
demned ; and equal authority was afcribed to the 
books termed Apocryphal, and to the oral tradition 
of the church. 

From the manner in wHch the deliberations of 
tlus affembly were condudted ; from the nature of 
its decifions, and from the blind attachment of a 
great majority of its members to the court of Rome, 
there was little ground to hope for the attainment 
of thofc ends for wHch the calling of it had been 
fo eamefUy defired. But no other expedient could 
be devifed, wWch the catholics thought fo likely to 
ftop the progrefs of herefy ; and therefore, as foon 
as the war between France and Spain was con- 
cluded, the feveral catholic princes began to think 
ierioufly of the reftoration ot the council. 

Vol. I. I The 
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Book V. The ftate of Europe at that time feemed more 
* ^^^than ever to require the application of fomc im- 
Thc^ftatc'ofniediate remedy. The power and number of the 
*»»^P«' proteftants was every day becoming more and 
.more confiderable. Both England and Scotland 
had difclaimed allegiance to the fee of Rome, and 
new-modelled their religion. In the Netherlands 
the reformers had greatly multiplied of late, not- 
withftanding the moft dreadful cruelties had been 
exercifed againft them ; and in France, where every 
province was involved in the moll terrible combuf- 
lion, there was ground to apprehend, that they 
would foon become too powerful for the catholics, 
and be able to wreft from them the reins of go- 
vernment. The new opinions had penetrated even 
into Italy, and had been embraced by a confider- 
able number of perfons both in Naples and Savoy. 
Fr6m the former of thefe States they were extir- 
pated by the unrelenting feverity of Philip ; who 
iffued orders to his viceroy to put all heretics to 
death without mercy, and even to purfue with fire 
and fword a remnant of them who had fled from 
Cofenza, and were living quietly among the 
mountains •. 

'^^V^'** But the duke of Savoy, unwilling to deprive 
tionai fy?*Vhimfelf of fo great a number of ufeful fubjedts as 
Dodt in Sa- had been converted to the proteftant faith, was in- 

voy and ill ,. , i. i i • i 

FfMce* clined to attempt to enlighten and convince them ; 
and with this view he defired the pope's permifCon 
to hold a colloquy of the^ principal ecclefiaffics in 
his dominions, on the fubjedl of religion. Pius 
was about the fame time informed, that in France 
a refolution had been formed to have recourfe to 
the fame expedient. He believed that no meafurc 
could be devifed more likely to prove fatal to that 
exclufive prerogative which he claimed, of judging 
in matters of religion. He dreaded that the exam- 
ple of France and Savoy would be quickly follow- 
ed by other States, and the decrees of pro^ncial 

fynods 
* Paul, lib« T. 
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fynods fubftituted in the place of thofe of the Holy Book V. 
See. It highly concerned him, therefore, to pre- ^ — "^^ 
vent this meafnre (fo pernicious to his authority) '^ 
from taking place. Nor did he find' much difficulty 
in difluading the duke of Savoy from adopting it. 
** If the heretics,** faid he tb the duke's ambaffa- 
dor, ** ftand in need of inftrudion, I will fend di- 
vines and a legate, by whom they may be both 
inilrudled and abfolved. But your mailer will find, 
that they will lend a deaf ear to all the inftrudions 
that can be given them, and will put no other in- 
terpretation upon Ks condudt, but that he wants 
power to compel them to fubmit. No good was 
ever produced by that lenity which he inclines to 
cxerdfe ; but from experience he may learn, that 
the (ooner he ftiall execute juftice on. thefe men, 
and make ufe of force to reduce them, the more 
certain will be his fuccefs; and if he will comply 
with the counfel which I offer, he fhall receive from 
me fuch affiilance as will enable him to carry it 
into execution.** 

The duke, who was lincerely attached to the 
Romilh fsftth, and clofely connected with Philip, 
unfortunately yielded to thefe perfuafions, and en- 
gaged in a bloody war with his proteftant fubjeds,* 
of wWch he had afterwards the greateft reafon to 
repent ^ 

The pope met with much more difficulty in HJsaverfio* 
preventing a national fynod in France, than in Sa-J^'**^yj*^* 
voy ; and was obliged to promife, that he (hould countiu 
call a general council without delay. Pius had, 
before his promotion, taken an oath to this purpofe, 
as all the other cardinals had likewife done, before 
they proceeded to Ks eledion. But no fooner had 
I z . he 

* He found it Dcccflary at laft to grant them the free cxcr- 
cife of their religion, after having been worded by them in 
ieveral fkinniihes amone the mountainsi and fuffering a total 
overthrow in a pitched battle, in which he loft 7000 of hit 
iroopt. Paulf lib. y. 
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Book V. he afcended the papal throne, than he adopted the 
^^-^ fentiments of his predeceffors ; and (hewed that he 
'^ * entertained the fame averiion to this affembly wKch 
they had fo uniformly manlfefted. He remember- 
ed the motives which had determined Paul the 
third to diffolve it, under the colour of a tranflation 
to Bologna. He reflefted on the danger to v^ch 
Julius had been expofed, and from which his cood 
fortune and the war of Germany had delivered ram; 
and he confidered, that as there was now no prince 
fo powerful as Charles, by whom the prelates could 
be overawed, they would probably aflume a bolder 
tone in the council, and attempt to advance their 
own prerogatives on the ruins ot the papacy. 

He finds it FoR thcfc rcafons he would gladly have eluded 
«mfen*t tok. ^^ performance of his oath. But fo great was his 
dread of the fatal confequences Which mi^t arife 
from a national fynod in France, and fo eameft the 
importunity of Philip, of the emperor, and other 
catholic princes, that he at laft thou^ it neceifary 
to comply with their requeft ; refolving to employ 
all his attention in providing againft the dangers to 
which his authority would be thereby expofed. 

After many delays, wWch Pius knew well how 
to interpofe, the bull of convocation, fununoning 
the council to meet in Trent at Eafter, was pub- 
liftied in the confiftory on the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember one thoufand five hundred and furty ; and 
nuncios were difpatched to give intimation of it to 
all the Chriftian powers. 

The boll of Thb pope and cardinals were greatly at a loA to 
convoct- determine whether the council fliould be mentiofied 
in the bull as a new one, or as a continuation of 
Aat which had been held under Paul and Julius. 
The decifion of this point, feemingly of fmall im- 
portance, was rendered difficult by the confequences 
which it involved. For if the continuaticm were 
declared^ then all thofe decrees of the former kS- 

iions^ 
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iions, wfaidi were levelled againft the protellants, Book V. 
would be held (acred, and receive the fandtion of' 
the coundl that was about to be convened. The 
protellants would confider themfelves as already 
condemned, and pay no regard to the bull of con- 
vocation. Whereas, if in this bull the aflembly to 
be (ummoned were denominated a new council, 
they might expedk that all the points in controveriy 
would be diicimed anew, and confequently, might 
be perfuaded to fend deputies to the council, and 
to acknowledge its authority. 

In this the emperor and the queennnother and 
minifltrs of France were deeply interefted ; and 
tiiey jxrgpd with great earneftnefe, that in the bull 
no mention (hould be made of the former feffi(His, 
and no occafion given the proteilants to fufpedt 
that any reftridkion would be laid upon the pro- 
ceecfings of the council. Philip was governed by 
views and ientiments of a very diflferent nature. 
His deteftation of the jM'oteftants prevented him 
from reiiihing any other method of dealing witli 
them, but that of force. He was utterly averfe 
from making any conceflions to reconcile tliem ; 
and he defired the celebration of the council, not 
fo much in order to recover thofe who had already 
revolted from the church, as either to prevent 
others from following their example, or, as Pius 
afterwards fuipeded, to increafe the power of the 
bifhops and princes, by abridging the jurifdidlion 
of the pope ; to whofe exorbitant pretenfions Philip 
was in reality adverfe, notwithftanding that devoted 
attachment to the Holy See which he affedled, in 
order to promote his ambitious defigns. With thefe 
views and fentiments, Philip did not defire that the 
proteftants fliould come to the council. He believed 
that their prefence would ferve only to perplex and 
retard its deliberations. He apprehended, that to 
fiiffer the decrees of the former fefllons to be again 
diicufled, would contribute to invalidate the autho- 
rity 
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Book V.nty of the council itfelf: and for this reafon he 
^tl&o "'thought it neceffary that the intended meeting 
* (hould be declared a continuation of the council 
which had formerly been prorogued, 

Int this matter Philip's fentiments were entirely 
ponformable to thofe of the pope j but Pius duril 
not, on this occafion, run the rifk of giving of* 
fence either to the emperor or to the court of 
France ; and therefore, after long deliberation, he 
couched the bull of convocation in fuch ambiguous 
expreflions, as might be interpreted to fignify either 
a new council, or a continuation of the former, 
This expedient had, in fome degree, the efFedk in- 
tended. Although neither of the parties was entirely 
fatisfied, yet neither of them was fo much di{gufted 
as either the one or the other would have been, if 
the terms had been explicit ; and the bull was at 
length received by the empergr and the French king, 
as well as by Philip, and the other catholic princes ; 
who all gave orders to the ecclefiaffics in their do^ 
minions to repair to Trent at the time appointed. 

The pro- jj^ ^^g bull, Only bifliops, abbots, and others en-r 

fufe to at- titled to vote by the rules and ancient pra^flice of the 

iouncU* church, were fummoned to attend. But an invita^ 

tion was carried to the feveral proteftant powers, by 

two nuncios, Martinengo and Commendone. 

Thctrrei- ^uv. proteftant princes in Germany were, on 
this occahon, aflembled at Naumburgh, in Upper- 
Saxony •, and to that place the emperor fent three 
ambalfadors, to fecond the nuncios in their invita- 
tion. To the imperial ambafladors, the princes 
replied in terms expreflive of their refpedt for Fer- 
dinand. They thanked him for the folicitude 
which he difcovered in their behalf ; and faid, that 
nothing would be more agreeable to them than a 
general council, provided it were calculated to 
heal the divifions of the church. But no fuch d> 
firable efFedt, they thought, could be expefted 
from the council to which they were now invited ; 

>Yhich 
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^which was called by one whofe authority they could Booic V. . 
not acknowledge ; and in which (as appeared from ^ ~f~~^ 
the bull of convocation) only thofe were to have '^ ^'.f 
decifive votes, who had fworn aUe^ance to the 
pope, and the fee of Rome. 

The nuncios however were brought in, and 
briefs were delivered by them from the pope to 
cadi of the princes -, but thefe briefs were on the 
next day returned unopened, with the following de- 
claration: " That as they did not acknowledge 
4iny jurifdidion in the bifliop of Rome, there was 
no reaibn why they (hould explain to him their fen- 
timents of the council, which they had already 
done to the emperor *•" 

From Naumburg the nuncios fet out for Eng- 
land and Denmark ; but they were obliged to flop 
(hort, Martinengo in the Low Countries, and Com- 
mendone at Lubec •, the latter having been forbid 
to proceed by Frederic, and the former by Eliza- 
beth, both of whom had refolved to give no en- 
couragement to the intended council 

The opinion which the proteftants entertained The cottccii 
of the fmifter intentions of the pope was fully jufti-Trem* and 
fied by the event. In the very firft decree of the"K»^crncd 
firft feffion, when many of the prelates were not yet . Ja Mi^'ie^ 
arrived, his legates, who prefided in this aflembly, g*^"- 
procured it to be enadted, that they only fliould 
propofe the feveral queftions to be difcufled ; and 
thus they made at once efFedtual provifion againft 
all attempts to corredt any of the numberlefe abufes 
in the court of Rome, tor remedying which the 
meeting of the council had been defired, Againft 
this decree Philip and the other princes remon- 
ftrated in the moft importunate manner, and 
employed their intereft, both with the pope and 
in the council, to procure the repeal of it. But 
all their endeavours were ineffedual. Their fo- 
Jicitude on tliis head ferved only to confirm Pius 

in 
« Paul, lib. V, 
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Book V. in his fufpicions of their having formed a defign to 

^ - encroach on his authority. He eluded their appli- 

*' °' cations with confummate artifice, and fent orders 

to the legates to. make all the oppofition in their 

power to any propofal which might be made for 

annulling the decree. 

v«n at- ^ T H I s did not prevent feveral of the prelates fironl 
bXgeVhV' endeavouring to perfuade the council to eftablifti 
powerof the certain points, fuch as the divine inftitution and the 
^^^^' refidency of bifliops, whidi would have ftruck deep 
at the root of the papal power. The paptj firom 
whom the legates recdved inftruftions on every 
difiicult emergency, was kept in perpetual anidety ^ 
and he fometimes thought of fuddemy dilfolving an 
affembly, which he found fo ^fficult to keep with- 
in the bounds he prefcribed to it. But, by unre* 
mitted vigilance and attention, by Areateningfome 
prelates with his difpleafure, by flattering others, 
and heaping promifes upon them of advancement 
in the church; and above all, by means of the great 
number of Italian bilhops^, who depended entirely 
on his favour, he fecured, in every queftion, a ma- 
jority of voices; and not only prevented any deci- 
fion from being paffed that might be detrimental 
to his authority, but procured the ratification of ma- 
ny of tlx)fe ecclefiaftical ufurpations which the 
princes, who had been fo folicitous for the convo^ 
cation of tlie council, had expedted would have 
been abolifhed and condemned. Thefe princes 
were greatly difappointed and chagrined. Tlieir 
^mbafladors, as well as the prelates, complained, 
that the council, far firom enjoying freedom, were 
fettered in all their deliberations by the fecret or- 
ders which were daily fent from Rome: and on this 
head, remonftrances were made again and again to 
the pope himfelf, who fometimes vouchfafed a foft, 
evalive reply ; and at other times, appearing to be 
greatly offended, afferted that the council was at 

perfedl 

^ Many of them were fo poor, that he was obliged to defray 
the cxpcnccs of their attendance. 
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perfect liberty ; and infinuated^ that the true (burce Book V. 
of all the difcontent on this head was, that the am- ^"^ ' 
bafladors o£ the princes had not the power of didtat- *^ 
ing the decrees. 

Wh atever ground there was for this infinuati- 
on, the deliberations of the council were ccmdufled 
in the &me manner as before, till at length Pius^ 
grown impatient under the perpetual attention and 
expence which it required from him, fent orders to 
his legates to bring it as foon as poflible to a con- 
clufion. And it was concluded accordingly, with condufioa 
the moll indecent precipitation, towards the end of di. *^*^"** 
the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty-three, 'S^s- 
without any confiderable oppofition from the prin- 
ces, who had long defpaired of deriving fi-om it any 
of thofe falutary effects which had been expected ^. 
They perceived that the pope's influence over it was 
not to becontrouledj and lorefawthat the continu- 
ance of it muft ferve only to augment and ftrength- 
en his authority, which it had been their intention 
to circumfcribe. Of this they had the moft con-Theiaftde- 
vindng evidence in the concluding feflion, in which*"**' 
two decrees were paffed that had not been menti- 
oned before, and were manifeftly defigned as an 
acknowledgment of the fubordination of the coun- 
cil to the Holy See. One of thefe was. That ap- 
plication (hould be made to the pope for his con- 
firmation of the decrees j and the other. That what- 
ever exprelfions had been employed in any of the 
decrees, were to be underftood without prejudice 
to the pope's authority. 

Pius rejoiced exceedingly when he was inform- 1564. 
ed of the diffolution of the council, and ftill more JJ^p^^u* 
when he received intelligence of thefe its laft de- occafion. 
crees. He ordained, on this occafion, a folemn 
thankfgiving ; and in the confiftory declared, that 

he 

* The «A« were fubTcrlbed by the 4 legates, 2 cardiDals, ; 
patriarchs^ 25 archbifhops, 268 bifhops, 7 abbots^ 7 generals of 
regularij and 39 proxies. Paul^ lib. viii. 
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Book V.h6 would confirm all the decrees, and add many 
^-—v— *^ reformations to thofe which had been enafted by 
»5^4* the council. By thefe reformations, fome of h^ 
courtiers appreliended that the profits arifing firom 
their officoi would be diminilhed j and they employ- 
ed all their influence to diffuade him from his pur- 
pofe. Pius had no intention to introduce any alte- 
rations of whidi they had reafon to be afiraid ; but 
he confidered, that his refufing to confirm the de- 
crees would be interpreted as a condemnation of 
the council; that all its adts would be thereby 
brought into difrepute; and that occafion might 
thence be taken, by the French and others, to hold 
national aflemblies. And he confidered likcwife, 
that it would depend entirely upon himfelf to de- 
termine, how far any particular decree ftiould be 
carried into execution. For thefe reafons he difre- 
Hii bull of garded the objedlions of Ws courtiers, and publifli- 
O0& rmau- ^ ^ j^.^ j^^jj ^^ confirmation, with the ufual formali- 
ties ; requiring all prelates and princes to receive 
and enforce the decrees of the holy council of Trent ; 
prohibiting all perfons, whether laymen or ecclefi- 
aftics, fi-om writing any explication of them under 
the form of notes or commentaries v and conunand- 
ing the catholics every where to have recourfe, in 
all dubious cafes, to the Apoftolic See. 

Bideffcfli This bull was addrefled only to the catholics ; 
crw/ofVhc for Fi^s did not expeft that any greater regard 
cooodi. would be paid to it by the proteftants than they 
had (hewn to his bull of convocation. The whole 
conduct of the council had, firom the beginning, 
been calculated to widen, inftead of clofing, that 
breach which fubfifted between them and the Ro- 
man church. The ancient religion was now more 
clearly afcertained. Its dodtriaes, the offspring of 
fubtile fophiftry, artifice, and prefumption, were 
formally defined ; its rites, which had crept into 
tlie church in the dark ages of ignorance and fuper- 
ftition, were now made an eflential part of worfliip; 

and 
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and anathemas were pronounced i^nil all peribns Book V. 
by whom either the former or the latter were not ■ "^ ^ T"^ 
embraced. By this impolitic conduft the proteftants '^ ** 
were more clearly inftrudted where to diredt their 
attack; and in tnofe abfurdities, into which men 
muft fall who venture to dogmatife on fubjedts fo 
myilerious as many articles of the Chriffiah faith, 
they often found abundant matter of viftory and 
triumj^. No conceflions of any Idnd had been 
made by the council, in order to reconcile them ; 
but all their dodtrines had been indifcriminately 
condemned; and henceforth all ground of hope was 
cut off of ever inducing them to return into the bo^ 
fom of the church, by any other means but open 
force and perfecution. 

Pius flattered himfelf that thefe means would The decreet 
fooner or later prove efFedtual ; and was therefore |bl*fo*ort of 
little concerned at the condudt of the proteftants Fnncc. 
with rqfpeft to the council. He was much more 
deeply aflfefted by the ill-humour wWch the queen- 
mother and minifters of France difcovered on the 
prefent occafion. They had been fomewhat dif- 
gulled at the little regard that had been (hewn to 
their defire, of having the council declared to be a 
new council. They were difpleafed with the de- 
crees of reformation, by fome of which the ecclefi- 
aftical jurifdidlion was extended beyond its former 
bounds ; and they were highly diffatisfied with the 
tacit acknowledgment contained in the concluding 
decrees, of the fuperiority of the pope above coun- 
cils ; an opinion which in France had been always 
impugned and rejedVed. Influenced by thefe con- 
fiderations, and defirous at the fame time of avoid- 
ing to give any frefli occafion of difcontent to the 
Calvinifts, the French court (although eameftly fo- 
licited by Pius) refufed to receive and publifli the 
decrees *. 

Pius 
' Father Paul, lib. v, vi, vii, viii. 
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Pius had reafcm to ttpprdfksnd that the example 
' <^ fo great a monarchy would be imitated by the 
other catholic powers. But he had the (deafure of 
-. . receiving information from his nuncios, that not 
ethtt^tbo- only the republic of Venice, and the feveral Italian 
lie princes, prijices, but moft of the ca^olic princes in Germa- 
ny, and the king of Spain, had ref(^ved to acknow- 
ledge the authority of the council. 

In forming this refolution, Philip gave a firildng 
proof of that zeal which he fo uniformly felt, or aN 
fefted, for the catholic relijgion and the Holy See. 
No prince was ever more jealous of his power, or 
more tenacious of his rights ; upon fome of which 
encroachments had been made in the decrees of re- 
formation. During the celebration of the coundl, 
he had c<HnpIained loudly of the dependance in 
which it was held by the pope ; he had again and 
again endeavoured, but in vain, to get that firft de- 
cree refcinded, by which the legates alone could 
propofe the queftions to be difcufled ; and he had 
likew'de been hi^y offended with the pope's pred- 
icate diffolution of the council, in which meafure 
he had neither been confulted, nor had any delay 
JSnce ^^^ granted at his ambaffador's requeft. To thefe 
between the caufes of alienation, Pius added another, which 
©"f^^w"'"^ have been attended with the nioft ferious 
and Spain, confequcnces, by determining a difpute for preced- 
ence between the SpaniQi and French ambafladors 
at Rome, in favour of the latter. To dedde this 
point, which was of fo delicate a nature, at fo criti- 
cal a jundure, the pontiff was induced, partly by 
the hopes of prevailing on the court of France to 
receive the decrees of the coundl, and partly by 
his dread that if the young long were not gratified 
in this matter, his counfellors would advife him to 
ft^ou^of *)reak off all connection with Rome, and to commit 
France, the fupreme ecclefiaftical authority in the kingdom 
to a patriarch of his own eledtion, 

Pius 
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Pius md ae d his nundo to explain thefe motives Book V. 
to the cariiolic king, and (pared no pains to con-^ 'STT* 
vinoe fabnofdieneceffity oftheilep whidihehad ^^^ 
taken: and Us endeavours were not altc^ether ineF- 
fedoal. Fhifip did not, indeed, for (bme time, fend 
any ambaflador to R(Hne in the place of Don Louis 
de Requefens, who left it when the point of preced- 
ence was deaded; but bang determined, if poffi- 
Ue, to live on amicable terms with the Holy See, 
he refolved to fiifle his refentment. Nor ^d he 
fiifiEer it to influence his conduft with r^ard to the 
decrees c^the council, wHdi, althou^ they were 
not entirely conformable to his wilhes, yet would 
omtribute, he believed, in fome meafure, toprevent 
the piogreis of herefy ; and therefore he iflued or- jui/. 
ders, without hefitation, to have them received and 
obeyed tiirou^iout all his domimons s. 

a Cibftra, lib. vi. c. 16. Ptlltvicini, lib. zxir. cap. 12. 
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^HILIP's attention was, foon after this, called to Book VI. 
^^ objedts of a very different nature from thofe by '■'^w->-j 
wKch, during the fitting of the council, it had been Hoft^i^^* 
engroffed. The fuccefs of his enterprife againft tendon.*^ 
Pennon de Velez, having given great uneafmefe to ^***-^ft p*^;. 
all the piratical ftates, they had endeavoured to en- lip and the* 
gage the Sultan to undertake the recovery of that J[J^^ °^ 
fort ; and had intreated him to employ fuch a fleet 
and army as might be fufficient to expel the Spani- 
ards from the coaft of Africa. Solyman was at the 
fame time earneftly folicited by great numbers of 
his fubjedfcs, to take vengeance on the knights of 
Malta, who, befides co-operating with the Spaniards 
in all their African expeditions, ftill continued to 
exercife their wonted hoftilities againft the Turks 
at fea, and had of late made innumerable cap- 
lures. 

This 
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Book VI. This prince was of himfelf as much incenfed 
"^ '~ g""*^ both againft the former and the latter of thefe his 
'^ ^* enemies as any of his fubjedts could defire ; and 
notwithilanding his great age, he was inflamed as 
much as ever with the ambition of extending his 
dominions. He therefore lent a willing ear to the fo- 
licitations which he now received j and having fuf- 
pended all his other purfuits, he refolved to turn his 
whole attention againft the Maltefe and Spaniards. 
But he hefitated whether he (hould begin his opera- 
tions with invading Malta, or the dominions of the 
catholic Idng ; and to aflift him in dedding this 
point, he held a council of his moft experienced 
commanders, x 

Ma homet, the oldeft and wifeft of all his Baihas^ 
was of opinion, that it would be highly inexpedient 
to begin with invading Malta ; in (ubduing which, 
he faid, the Sultan would find infinitely greater dif- 
ficulty than he had encountered formerly in the 
conqueft of Rhodes. For the latter of thefe iflands, 
he obferved, lay at fo great t dilUnce firom Europe, 
as had made it almoft impofTible for the Chriftians 
to fend flfliftance to the befieged ; and was befides 
fo large and fertile as to fiirnifti fubfiftence to the 
Turldfh troops. Whereas the former was fmall and 
barren J fo for from the Porte, and fo near to Sicily 
and Italy, that the knights could cafily receive from 
ihence perpetual fuccours and fupplies. The Idng 
of Spain was deeply concerned in their prefervati- 
on ; and he, and other Chriftian princ^ would, 
from religion as well as intcreft, think themfelvcs 
bound to fupport an order of men whom they had 
' long regarded as the champions of their faith. The 
knights would defend their illand with the utmoft 
cbltinacy. Atid even although the Sultan fhould at 
laft get poffeffion of it, yet a new crufade would 
be formed by the Chriftians for its recovery, and 
the Turkilh fleet would be deftroyed in the har- 
bours, before it could be put into a pofture of de- 
fence. 
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fence. Sicily, bethought, would be a much ea-BooKVl. 
fier and more certain conqueft. The redudtion of ^ "J" "^ 
that ifland would conduce more to the Sultan's glo- *^ ^* 
ry, as well as to the intereft of his empire; and it 
would be quickly followed by the reduction of the 
kni^s of Malta, who could not fubCft a fmgle 
feaibn without thofe continual fupplies of provifion 
wMchthat more fertile region afforded them. 

A PRINCE of fo great penetration as Solyman so^ymin r«- 
could not be infenfible of the weight of thefe con-- J„^"hhth« 
iiderations ; but having been long accuftomed to Jjjf^^ 
triumph over much more formidable enemies than 
the knights of Malta, and having formerly expell- 
ed the knights themfelves from Afia, when their 
power was more confiderable than at prefent, he 
believed that they could not long refill his viAori- 
otis arms. In this confidence of fuccefs he was 
confirmed by moft of the Baftias, who chofe rather 
to flatter his inclinations at the expence of his inte- 
reft, than to run the rifle of incurring his difplea- 
fiire. His refentment againft the knights was great- 
ly hei^tened at this time by the capture of a rich 
galleon belonging to fome of his greateft favour- 
ites in the feraglio. Thefe perfons exerted all 
their influence to procure a fpeedy vengeance, and 
contributed to determine the Sultan to open the 
campaign with the fiege of Malta ; after the con- 
queft of which he refolved to turn his arms againft 
the king of Spain. 

Having thus fixed his purpofe, he iflued orders Hiiprepa- 
for equipping all the fliips in his empire with the "^'''°'' 
utmott expedition j fent a great number of troops 
to the fea-ports in the Morea, where he intended 
they fliould embark; and defired Hafcem and 
Dragut, his viceroys in Algiers and Tripoli, to 
hold their corfairs ready to join his fleet when it 

Vol. I. K fliould 
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Book VI. (hould arrive at Malta. He gave the command of 
^"""^T^ the fleet to Fiali, and that of the land forces to 
M^5- Muftapha, an experienced general, at the age of 
fixty-nve, who had acquired Ws efteem and con- 
fidence^jy fevcral vidtories which he had obtained 
in Afia. To thcfe men he recommended ftrongly 
the afting in concert with each other j and required 
them to confult in every matter of importance with 
Dragut, whom he regarded as the ablell naval of- 
jficer in his dominions. 

LaTtiectfl The ncws of Ms preparations foon reached the 
mdS^ feveral CJiriffian powers on the coafts of the Medi- 
**^»* terranean. But they were for feme time in doubt 
where the ftorm which was gathering would burft. 
At length John de La Valette Parifot, the grand- 
mailer of Malta^ received certain information of 
Solyman's defign, from fpies whom he employed 
at Conilantinople. v He inunediately commumcat* 
ed his intelfigence to the Idng of Spain, the pope, 
^nd moft of the other Chriftian princes ; and repre- 
fented to them the neceffity of granting their affift- 
ance at the prefent crifis, if they would fave from 
rain an order of men whofe bravery had for ages 
paft been continually exerted in the pwotedtion of 
Chriftians of every nation in Europe, againft the 
implacable enemy of the Chriltian name. 

phirip*t re- But although the fubje£ls of almoft every Chrif- 
fu'^^irt Sc ^^^^ ^^^ ^^' ^^ numberlefe occafions, been fup- 
kaighu. 'ported by their generofity, and protedted, or ref^ 
cued from flavery, by their intrepid valour, yet 
only fuch princes thought it incumbent on tham to 
intereft themfelves in their behalf, whofe territories 
lay expofed to immediate danger. Of thefe no 
one had fo much ground to dread the confequences 
of fuffering the knights to be overwhelmed, as the 
king of Spain. For befides that his dominions 
were more expofed, he was much more obno^ousT 

to 
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to the Sultan, than any other Chriflian monarch. ^^^* VI. 
He had repeatedly committed hoftilities againft '^^rCT' 
Ac African corfiurs, whom Solyman had taken un- 
der Ms protedlion ; and he could not call in quef- 
tion the intelligence tranfmitted to him by the 
grand-mailer, that as the Turkilh armament was 
to be fentfirft againft the knights, it would be em- 
ployed next againft himfelf. Philip had ever look- 
ed on Malta as his principal bulwark againft the 
invaficms of the Turks ; and he was feniible that 
he had now .more reafon than ever to confider it 
in that view. Prompted by thefe motives, he re- 
vived to exert himfelf with vigour in its defence ; 
and having writ to his minifters and allies in Italy, 
to form an army of twenty thoufand men, which 
(hould be ready to embark on the fhorteft notice, 
he aflembled a niunerous fleet at Meflina, and fent 
inftrudtions to Don Garcia de Toledo, the viceroy 
of Sicily, to watch over the prefervation of Malta 
with the fame folicitude as if Sicily itfelf were to be 
^tttacked. 

The zeal with which Philip efpoufed the caufeThe mni. 
of the knights, delivered them from their anxiety "^fty'wd" 
with regard to the final iflue of the war, but did ▼igiitnce. 
not prevent the grand-mafter from exerting \\i^ ac- 
tivity and vigilance in preparing for a vigorous de- 
fence. Befides fending a general fummons to the 
knights difperfed throughout the feveral provinces 
in Europe, to repair inftantly to Malta ; he diftri- 
buted all the inhabitants of the ifland capable of 
bearing arms into companies, and appointed the 
knights to train them in the feveral branches of 
military difcipline. He caufed two thoufand troops 
to be levied by his agents in Italy, and kept 
all the (hips belonging to the order, perpetually 
employed in importing arms, military llores, and 
provifions. 

K 2 In 
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Book VI. In obedience to his fummons, all the knights 
L --. ^ - -^haftened to his affiftance^ except fuch as were pre- 
'^ ^' vented by age or Infirmities; and thefe fupplied 
their perfonal fervices^ by fending him all the mo- 
ney which they could raife out of the efFefts be- 
longing to their convents. Before the arrival of 
the enemy, he reviewed his forces, and found that 
they amounted to feven hundred knights and eight 
thoufand five hundred foldiers, inclucKng two com- 
panies of Spaniards which were fent to him from 
Sicily. Thefe troops,, after a Iblemn reli^oi^ pro- 
ceffion, and partalang of the holy facrament, he 
difiributed among the knights *, and affigned to all 
of them their Proper ftations. In the nudft of the 
multiplicity or affairs which demanded his attenti- 
on, there was nothing omhted which human pru- 
dence could provide. He was continually employ- 
ed either in vifiting the polls, or examining the 
ftores, or ftrengthening the fortifications, or in- 
ftrudling the officers as to the conduct proper to 
be obferved in cafe of an attack. The wifdom 
difplayed in his plan of defence, infpired his troops 
with confidence ; and Ks tranquillity and fortitude 
communicated to them an elevation of mind, which 
rendered them fiiperior to every calamity that could 
befall them, 

Arnwr^f At length the Turkifh fleet having left Con- 
•tMaiu ' ftantinople in the end of March, arrived in fight of 
'"h" ^d^ Malta about the middle of May; confitting of more 
Fwii!*° than two hundred fail, and having on board, be- 
fides a great number of Chriftian flaves, defigned to 
ferve as pioneers, above forty thoufand land forces, 
compofed chiefly of Janiflaries and Spahis, the brav- 
cft foldiers of the Ottoman empire. This formida- 
ble army landed at fome diftance from II Borgo ■, 
and foon afterwards fpread themfelves over the 

country ; 

* The town where the flrength of the order was concentred. 
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country ; fetting fire to the villages, putting the ^o^^ VI. 
peaiants to the fword, and carrying ofFfuch of the '^y^'^ 
cattle, as, notwithftanding the orders of the grand- 
inailer, lud not been fecured within the forts and 
towns. 

While the Turks were thus employed. La Va- 
lette fent out De Copier, marflial of the order, with 
two hundred horfe and fix hundred foot, to watch 
their motions. De Copier, an officer of great ex- 
perience, executed his commiffion with fo much 
prudence and vigour, that by falling unexpedledly 
on detached parties, he cut off one thoufand five 
hundred of the Turks, with the lofs of only about 
eighty mem But La Valette intended, by per- 
mitting thefe fkirmifhes, only to make trial of his 
troops, and to accuftom them to the looks and 
(houts of the enemy. He confidered that even fo 
finall a lo(s -as was occafioned by thefe rencounters, 
was more than he could eafily fupport. He there- 
fore recalled De Copier, and fent the foldiers and 
knights under his command to their refpedtive 
pofis. 

THETurkifh general held a council of war asTh^ficgc 
(bon as all Hs troops were landed, to aflift him in^^^*-*^°*^ 
refolving where he (hould begin his attack. Piali, 
agreeably to what he undcrftood to have been the 
Sultan's inftrudtions, was of opinion that they ought 
not to enter upon adion till Dragut fhould arrive. 
jBut Muftapha having received information of the 
'king of Spain's preparations, thought that fome- 
thing muft be done mftantly for the fecurity of the 
fleet ; which lay at prefent in a creek where it was 
expofed to the violence of the eaft wind, and might 
be attacked with great advantage by the Spaniards. 
On this account he was of opinion, that they (hould 
immediateiy lay fiege to a fort called St. Elmo, 
which Itood on a neck of land near II Borgo, hav- 
ing the principal harbour on one fide of it, and on 

the 
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Book VI. the other, another harbour large enough to con^- 
•"J^Y"^ tain the whole fleet in fafety. This propofal was 
^ ^* approved by a majority of the council, and Mufta- 
pna proceeded without delay to carry it into execu- 
tion, t He vanly expected that he would be able 
to reduce the fort in a few days. But befides the 
valour with which it was defended, there were two 
circumftances which greatly augmented the diffi- 
Dim ttWei cirity of his enterprife : one of thefe was that the 
fhefiiie? garrifon could eafily receive fupplies from the 
town, acrofs the great harbour, winch was fecured 
by two forts, called St. Angelo and St. Midiael, 
or La Sangle ; and the other, that his approaches 
to the fort were retarded by the nature of the road 
leading to it, which was either a bare rock, or the 
rock thinly covered with a ftony foil. This laft in- 
convenience he remedied, by fubffituting in the 
place of trenches, a parapet formed of planks and 
beams covered on me fide towards the fort with 
earth, wliich they brought from a cUftance, and 
mixed with ftraw and ruflies. By tHs invention he 
was enabled to open a battery mounted with his 
largeft cannon, on the fixth or feventh day after 
his arrival on the ifland ; and he quickly convinced 
the governor, the bailiff of Negropont, that it would 
S^?h"ui,. ^ impoffible for him to hold out long. Of this the 
tenable hj govcriior gavc immediate information to the grand* 
gc gain- p^after, and made choice of a knight of the name 
ofLa Cerda for his meflenger. This man, great- 
ly difturbed by fear, exaggerated the danger which 
he had been fent to reprefent, and had the impru- 
dence to tell the grand-mafter, in the prefence of 
many of the kmghts, that he muft not expedl that 
the place would fullain the fiege above a week 
longer. " And what lofs," faid La Valette, " have 
*' you received that makes you fo foon defpair ?'* 
" The fort," replied La Cerda, " is to be con- 
fidered as a fick perfon, greatly reduced, who 
muft receive continual remedies and fupplies." " I 

myfelf," 
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tBfStiE^ snfwerod die grand-maftcr with great Book Vf. 
indignation, •* will be the pbyfidan ; and will ^ ^^^ 
biing odicn along with mc, win, if tfacy can- '^^* 
not cure joo of your fear, will at leafi pre- 
fove the Rxt fitxn falling into the hands of the 
In^eb.* 

; La Valettb ^d not ezped that a place which ^aJ^I^ 
iraa neidier ftrong, ncM- large enough to admit a £»» tbr^e. 
numerous gamibn, could be defended long,Jj'^^^ 
agiinfl to great a force as was employed to re- 
duce it ; but he thougfit it neceflary that the fi^^ 
erf* this fort (hould be prolonged as much as pof- 
Sbitj in order to give the viceroy of Sdly time 
to come to his relief. With this view he reiblved 
to throw Imnfetf into St. Elmo with a fde& body 
of troopa; and he was jxeparing to fet out when 
tiie whole body of kni^ts remonfhated with fuch 
eameft importunity agsdnft his leaving the town, 
tiiat he at laft confented tofuSer the reinforce- 
ment wfaidi he had prepared, to be condudled to 
tiie fort by a ki^it called De Medran, upon 
whofe conduct and intrepicMty he could rely with 
the moft aflured confidence. 

Not long after De Medran*s arrival in the fort ^S^^^* ""^ 
the garri(bn made a vigorous fally, in which they * ^ '*'* 
drove the enemy from their intrenchments, and 
put a number of them to the fword. But the 
reft fbon recovered from their furprife, and having 
returned to the charge, they compelled the Chrif^ 
tians to retire. In this rencounter, the vigorous 
efforts of the Janiflaries were favoured by the 
wind, wUch blew the finoke of the guns upon the 
fort, and covered the befieged with a thick cloud, 
through which it was impoffible to difcem the ope- 
rations of the enemy. This incident the Turks 
had the prefence of mind to improve to great ad- 
vantage. They feized, unperceived, upon the 
countcrfcarp, made a lodgment there with beams, 

wool- 
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Book Vl.wool-facks, and gabions; and raifed a battery up- 
^■^"^^T^^ on it with incredible expedition. After the (moke 
^ ^' was difperfed, the befieged beheld what had been 
done with much aftonilhment ; and they were the 
more difquieted as the fortification which the Turks 
had raifed upon the counterfcarp, overtopt a rave- 
lin which lay near it, in which the befieged could 
no longer appear with fafety. They refolved how- 
ever to defend this ravelin as long as poffible, what- 
ever it (hould coll them. 

Atriviiof In the mean time Dragut and another noted 
'^"^'*^* corfair called Uluccialli arrived with twenty gallies, 
having, befides flaves and feamen, two thouland 
five hundred troops on board. This reinforce- 
ment and the prefence of Dragut added fi-efli vi- 
gour to the operations of the fiege. TWs gallant 
corfair expofed himfelf on all occafjona with the ut- 
moft intrepidity ; fpent whole days in the trenches ; 
and as, befides his other extraordinary talents, he 
was particularly (kilful in the management of artil- 
lery, he caufed fome new batteries to be raifed in 
more advantageous fituations than had hitherto 
been made choice of; and kept up a continual fire 
both upon the ravelin above mentioned, and a ca- 
valier that covered the fort, and was one of its 
principal defences. 

Pregreftof This cavalicr foon became the only defence 
«*»« fi«g«- ^hich could prevent the befiegers from coming up 
to the very foot of the walls. Some Turkifli engi- 
neers having approached the ravelin at day-break, 
to examine theeffefts of their artillery, they obferved 
a gun-port fo low, that one of them, when mount- 
ed on the (houlders of another, looked into it, and 
faw theChriftian foldiers lying on the ground afleep. 
Of this they gave immediate information to the 
troops ; who, advancing as quickly and filently as 
poflible, and clapping ladders to the gun-hole, got up 
mto the ravelin, and cut moft of theChriftiansto pieces^ 

Between 
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Between this lavdin and ifae cavalier lay die^oox VL 
ditdi, over ipdndi the befi^^ had thrown a tem-^ 
porary bridge of planks, leacfing up to the cavalier. 
The Turks perceiving tins, leapt inflantly upon the 
bridge and attempted to make themfelves mailers 
of the cavalier, as they had already done of the ra- 
velin. But the garriibn was now alarmed; the 
braveft of the kni^its haftened firom different quar- 
ters to the poft of danger ; and, after an obftinate 
engagement, they compelled the Turks to retire 
into the ravelin* There obferving another way of 
reaching the cavalier, by a path from the bottom rf 
the ditch, they threw themfelves down without 
dread or hefitation ; and ha\ing alcended by this 
path to the other fide, they renewed their attack 
with greater fury Aan ever. The oxnbat lafted 
firom fun-rife till noon, when the invincible bravery 
of the garrifon proved at laft viAorious. About 
twenty knights and a hundred foldiers were killed, 
and near three thou£uid of the enemy. 

As the ravelin was open on the fide towards the 
fort, the befieged pointed feme cannon againft it, 
and made great havock among the infidels. But 
Mufiapha, tenfible of the value of the acqmfition 
v^ch he had made, poured in firefii foldiers without 
number; and the pioneers coming forward with 
wod-facks, planks, and gabions, put the troops at 
length in fafety, and made a lodgment in the rave- 
lin, of which the garrifon were never able to dif- 
poffefsthem. 

The grand-mafter's concern on account of this 
diialler was greatly augmented, by confidering that 
it could not have happened fo (bon, without fome 
negligence on the part of the garrifon. He fent 
them however an immediate reinforcement; and 
both the fiege and the defence were carried on witli 
the fame vigour as before. 

But 
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Book VI. But the fituation of the befieged was now 
^—-^^-*-' become much more dangerous than formerly. 
The^di^cfi The Turks applied themfelves with unremitting 
•fUwgar- diligence to heighten the ravelin till it ovcrtopt 
''^*' the wall of the fort ; and after tWs, the garriibn 
could no longer appear upon the pan^t with 
fefety. Many were killed by the enemy's artil- 
lery. Several breaches were made in different 
parts of the wall, and the hearts of the braveft 
knights began to fail within them. They appre- 
hended, that ere long the Turldfti general would 
attempt to take the fort by ftorm, and they dread- 
ed that it would be impoffible for fo finall a num- 
ber to refift fo numerous an enemy. ^( 

fol*2b^rt^'^ They i^eed therefore, though with much re- 
teqtliitii ludance, to apply to the grand-mafter for liberty 
^^^ to quit the fort; and they made choice of the 
chevalier de Medran for thdr meffenger. De Me- 
dran reprefented that the fort was in reality no 
longer tenable, and that to continue in it, though 
only a few days, would infallibly occafion the 
utter deftru6tion of the garrifon. That nothing 
could be of greater advantage to the Turks than 
fending the forces of the order to a place where 
there were no fortifications to defend them ; that, 
by doing fo, the troops neceflary for the defence 
of the other fortreflfes would foon be confumed, 
and thefe fortrefles become an eafy prey to the 
enemy. But he concluded with faying, that, al- 
though this was the opinion of all the garrifon, 
he was commiffioned to declare to the grand-maf- 
ter, that whatever refolution he (hould form, they 
were determined to yield an implicit obedience to 
his authority. 

Refufedby MosT of the knights in council thought that 
mliv^^' this requeft of the garrifon ought to be imme- 
diately granted. But La Valette was of a con- 
trary 
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But tbcre were csfcs, he Kcd, 
oefluy to ^crifioe iatac cf the 
prdaVatioa of tbe body ; i=:i fxr be ksv to 
DC the packat aired fine cc *jjcr irilrL F^r 
he «as credlUy uifccii>fd 'hiz ±^ S:r .ir. vL^e- 
loy had declared, that ':£ the izr, i: S - ¥'rrn wtsc 
Im, (as tbe axifeq-jcncs wcriA be, dsr be codd 
not attack the Turks vrh ix uoe adnziuge as 
at prdent) be would not expcie facs nee: to the 
rilk of a defeat fi»^ the iake of the reft of the irland. 
And on tUs account La Valetre lub^obed, ibaz the 
[H cfi av ation of the order depended almon entire- 
ly on die length of the preicnt liege. This he re- 
prefentedto the dievalier De Median, and lent 
him bade with inftructions to remind die kni^xts 
of the vow whidi they took at their entrance into 
the order, (^(acrifidng thor Gves for its defence. 
Ife fikewife bade Um aflure them, in Yes name, 
that he would not fail to fend them fudi rein- 
feroements as they fliould (tand in need of, and 
was detemained, as (bon as it (hould be neceflary, 
to come Umfelf to their aililtance, with a fixed, 
unalterable purpofe to lay down his life, fooner 
than deliver the fort into the bands of the Infidels. 

This anfwer had the dcfired effect on feveral 
of the knights, and particularly on thofe whofe 
prindples of honour and attachment to the order 
were confirmed by years. But the greater part 
of them were much diffatisfied. They thought 
the grand-mafter's treatment of them harfh and 
cruel, and wrote him a letter, fubfcribed by fifty- 
three, in wMch, after repeating their former re- 
queft, they informed him, that if he did not, on 
Uie next lught, fend boats to carry them to the 

town, 
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Book VI. town, they were determined tofallyout into the 
^""^"C^ Turldfh camp, where they might fall honourably 
*^^* by the fword, inftead of fufFering fuch an ignomi- 
nious death as they had reafon to expert, if the 
fort were taken by ftorm. 

To this letter La Valette replied, " That they 
were much miftaken, if they expedted to fatisfy 
their honour by throwing away their lives ; fince it 
was no lefs their duty to fubmit to his authority, 
than to facrifice their lives in defence of the order ; 
that the prefervation of the whole depended on 
their prefent obedience to his commands : that no 
aid was to be expedled from Spain, if the fort were 
given up ; and that, if he ftiould yield to their re- 
queft, and bring them to the town, the town itfelf 
would then be immediately invefted, and they, as 
well as the reft, foon afterwards reduced to a fitua- 
tion more defperate than that from which they were 
fo felicitous to efcape, by deferting an important 
ftation which they had undertaken to defend." Be- 
fides this letter, he fent three commiflioners to exa- 
mine the ftate of the fortifications; intending by 
this meafure either to gain time, or to prevent the 
garrifon from finking into delpair. 

These commiflioners differed widely in the ac- 
counts which they delivered at their return. Two 
of them thought it impoflible to defend the fort 
much longer. But the third, named Conftantine 
Caftriot, a Greek prince, defcended from the fa- 
mous Albanian hero, Scanderbeg, whether from 
ignorance, or a confcioufnefs of greater refources 
in his native courage than the other two poffefled, 
maintained that the garrifon was far from being re- 
duced to the laft extremity; and to give proof how 
firmly he was perfuaded of the truth of what he 
faid, he offered to enter the fort himfelf, and to un- 
dertake the defence of it with fuch troops as fhould 
be willing to accompany him. 

The 
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fenfe of the nc L r fEty of pr:ir-Lcr---z 'f:g ^g^ ^=^ 
diately iccqited ths o&r, i:=»i b»=i:: v-^i ±k r^r^^ *^' 
encoiiiiuiiis on Cafokt"? zeiI ird raii^TCL Xcr 
did Caftriot find any <frcT:lr.- !=: pgrfih^^g a f~^ 
fident number to znad rfrn, -sb? w-re no j-a zea- 
lous and refi)lute tfaam feaeif: Tb? iiifsrs cr?^d- 
ed to Ins {tandard, and were enu.r'jj ::> hsvc theo" 
names inrdled for that dac2er>::i itrvice "m wbich 
he had engaged. 

When La Valette few the fpin: bv w!fch thefe 
men weic animated, and had no longer anv d?'jbt 
of being able, by their means, to prolocg the ikgc 
of the tort, he fent a letter to the fciigfits, acquaint- 
ing them, diat he was now willing to g:ve them 
their difiJiarge ; and would immediately tend ano- 
ther garrilbn, into whofe hands, he defired, they 
ihould be raidy to deliver up the fort, and come 
themfelves to die town in the boats in which their 
fucceflbrs were to be tranfported. " You, my bre 
thren,** continued he, " may be in greater lafety 
here than in your prefent fituation •, and I fhall then 
feel lefe amdety for the prefer\-ation of the fort, al- 
thou^ I think it of fo great importance, that on 
the prefervation of it, that of our order feems en-- 
tirely to depend." 

The contents and ftyle of this letter affefted 
the knights in the moft fenfible manner, and rouf- 
ed within them that delicate fenfe of honour, by 
which the order had been fo long and fo eminent- 
ly diftinguifhed. They trembled at the thoughts 
of the reception which they were about to meet 
with from tne grand-mailer and the other knights. 
** Should this new garrifon," faid they to each 
other, ** which is appointed to fucceed us, be 
fortunate enough to hold out till the Spaniards ar- 
rive, in what comer of the earth fhall we conceal 
our infamy ?" They refolved without hefitation to 

remain 
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Bo OK VI. remain in the fort till every man (hould perifli, ra- 
"^"^^"^^ther than either deliver it to the new garrifbn, or 
'^ 5* abandon it to the enemy. And they went in a 
body to the governor, and intreated Mm to inform 
the grand-malter of their repentance, and to join 
with them in praying that they might be fuflfered to 
wipe out the remembrance of their fault by Uidr 
future condudt. 

The governor readily complied; and, in order to 
prevent the new garrifon from fetting out in the 
night, he difpatched his letter by a noted fwimmer 
before it was dark. La Valettc fecretly rejoiced at 
this application; but fent word to the governor, that 
he muft always prefer even a body of new troops 
to the moll experienced warriors, who had refufed 
to fubmit to the controul of military ^cipUne. 
When this anfwer was reported to the knights, they 
were overwhelmed with angmih, and had recourfe 
to the moft fubmiffive intreaties of forgivenels. The 
grand-mailer fufFered himfelf at laft to be over- 
come ; and henceforth the garrifon, difmiffing all 
thoughts of their own fafety, were intent on no- 
thing but how to prolong th^ defence. 

The grand-mafter fent them every night firefh 
troops, to fupply the place of the killed and 
wounded ; and kept them well furnifhed with 
provifions, ammunition, and fire-works. Of thefe 
iaft.he had invented a particular kind, which con- 
fided of hoops of wood, covered with wool, and 
Heeped in boiling dl, and other inflammable li- 
quors, mixed with nitre and gunpowder. To 
thefe machines they fet fire, and threw them flam- 
ing in the midft of the enemy, when they were 
crowded together at an aflault. It happened of- 
ten that two or three of the Turks were hooked to- 
gether and fcorched to death ; and the utmoft con- 
fexfion was produced wherever they were thrown. 

The 
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Thb befi^ed flood much in need of this, andBoo« VL 
every other inftrumcnt of mifchief, that could be ~^~^ 
devifed for thdr defence. In ffrite of the moft vigo- ThViawB- 
rous oppofition, the Turks had call a bridge over "''^jJS'** 
the ditch, and begun to fap and undermine the g![^(oiu 
walL From die 17 th of June to the 14th of July, 
not a fingle day paft without fbme rencounter ; 
and Muflapha had frequently attempted tofcale 
the wall of the fort, but had been as often repulfed 
with the lofe of fome of the braveft of his troops. 

Ashamed at having been detained fo long be- 
fore a place of fuch inconfiderable ftrength, he re- 
Iblved to make one great decifive effort, and to 
bring to the affault as many of his forces as the 
fituation of the place would permit him to employ. 
He had already made feveral breaches ^ but in order 
to iecure the mccefs of the affault which he now in- 
tended, he kept his batteries playing all the 15th 
widiout intemuilion, till the wall on t^t fide where 
he defigned his attack was almofl level with the 
rock. On the 1 6th the fleet was drawn up before 
fun-rife as near the fort as the depth of the water 
would allow ) four thoufand mu(keteers and archers 
were flationed in the trenches; and the reft of the 
troops, upon a fignal given, advanced to the 
breach. The garrifon was prepared to receive 
them. The breach was lined with feveral ranks 
offoldiers, having the knights interfperfed among 
them at certain diftances. The Turks attempted 
dken to break through this determined band, and 
to overpower them with their numbers. But their 
numbers ferved only to augment the lofs which 
they (uflained. Every fhot from the fort did exe- 
cution. The artillery made dreadful havock among 
them, and the burning hoops were employed with 
aflonUhing fuccefs. The novelty of thefe machines, 
and the ihrieks of thofe who were caught in them, 
added greatly to the terror which they infpired, and 

made 
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Book VI. made it impoflible for the Turkifh officers to keep 
^*^'' — 'their men firm and fteady in purfuing the ad van- 
'^ ^* tages which, had they preferved their ranks, their 
numbers muft have infallibly acquired. 

At length Muftapha, after having continued the 
affault for more than fix hours, without gaining a 
fingle inch of ground on the befieged, gave orders 
for founding a retreat. 

In this attack the garrifon loft about twenty 
knights and three hundred foldiers ^ but this lofs 
was immediately fupplied by a reinforcement from 
the town: and Muftapha was at laft convinced, that, 
unlefs the communication between the fort and the 
town were cut off, it would be impoffible to bring 
the fiege of the former to a period, while any troops 
remained in any other part of the ifland. By the 
advice of Dragut he refolved to extend his trenches 
and batteries, on the fide next to the town, till they 
(hould reach to that part of the fea, or great har- 
bour, where thofe fupplies were landed which the 
grand-mafter daily fent to the garrifon. TKs un- 
dertaldng, he knew, muft be attended with the ut- 
moft difficulty, becaufe all the fpace between his 
entrenchments and the point to which it was necef- 
fary.to extend them, lay expofed to the artillery 
both of fort St. Elmo and St. Angelo. In viewing 
the ground, a Sangiac, in whom he put confidence,- 
was killed by his fide ; and, which was ftill a more 
Dragntkiii- irreparable lofs, Dragut received a mortal wound, 
*^- of which he died in a few days ^. This did not how- 

ever difcourage Muflapha from purfuing his defign. 
-By employing his troops and pioneers at the work 
day and night without intermiffion, he at length 
canied it into execution. Then having plant- 
ed batteries along the ftiore, and filled his trench- 
es with mulketeers, it was impoffible for any 

boat 

* He was wounded in the head by the fplinters of a ttonc, 
which was beat to pieces by t cannon-ihot from fort St. AngcIo« 
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boat to pais from the town to the fort, without the Book VL 
moll imminent danger of either being funk or in-^""^^""*' 
tercepted. *^^* 

After this precaution, he refumed with frefhThcgam- 
vigoxir his attempt to take the fort by ftorm. On i^^ht^iS* 
the twenty-firft, he made four different affaults j «trcinity. 
all of which the garrifon withftood, and, in repulf- 
ing fo many thoufand brave and well-difciplined 
troops, difplayed a degree of prowefs and fortitude 
whidi almoft exceeds belief, and is beyond the 
power of defcription. But this heroic garrifon was 
now exceedingly reduced in number ^ and there 
was the ftrongeft reafon to apprehend, that, in one 
affault more, they mull inevitably be overpowered 
imlels a reinforcement were fent them from the 
town. Of their defperate fituation they gave in-^ 
telligence to the grand-mailer, by one who fwam 
aciols the harbour in the night. The boats were in-- 
ftantly filled with knights and other foldiers, who 
gcncroully refolved to devote themfelves to certaiti 
dellrudlion, for the general fafety, and the prefer- 
vation of the fort. They fet off from the town 
with as much alacrity as if they had entertained 
the moll fanguine hopes of vidtory ; but they found 
the Turks every where fo much upon their guard, 
and the lines fo llrongly defended, that, after feve- 
ral firuitlefs attempts to land, they were at laft oblig- 
ed to return, depreffed with forrow for the fate of 
their brave companions. 

The garrifon now defpairing of relief, gave thenl- 
felves up for loll •, but inftead of either capitulating 
or attempting to efcape, they prepared for death, 
and pailed the night in prayer, and in receiving 
the lacrament ; after which, they embiaced one 
another tenderly, and then repaired to their re- 
iJ3edlive polls ^ while fuch of the wounded as had 

Vol. I. L been 
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Book VI. been difabled from walking, were, at thdrown 
^^'^T^ earneft defire, carried to tte fide of the breach, 
'^^' where they waited, without difinay, for the ap- 
proach of the Turkilh army. 

ukca*r* Early in the morning of the twenty-third of 
ia^Jit/ Jnly, the Turks advanced to the aflault, with loud 
(houts, as to certain vidlory, wWch they believed 
fo finall a handful of men as now remained in the 
fort would not dare to difpute with them. In this 
cxpedlation they were difappointed. The garriibn 
being refolved on death, and defpiling danger, 
were more than men, and exerted a degree of 
prowefe and valour thiit filled their enemies with 
amazement. The combat tailed upwards of four 
hours, till not only every knight, but every foldier 
had fallen, except two or three who feved them- 
felves by fwimming. The Turkifti colours were 
then planted on the ramparts ; and the fleet entered 
the harbour which the rort commanded in a land 
of triumph. When Muftapha took a view of the 
fort, and examined its fize and fortifications, he 
Gould not refrain from iaying, " What will not 
the father coft us, (meaning the town) when the 
fon, who is fo fmall, has coft fo many thoufands ^ 
of our braveft troops.** But this refle<5tion, far from 
exciting Ws admiration of that heroic fortitude 
which he had found fo difficult to overcome, ferv- 
ed only to infpire him with a brutal fury. He or- 
dered all fuch of the garrifon as were found lying 
on the breach alive to be ript open, and their hearts 
torn out. And as an infult on the knights and 
their religion, he caufed their dead bodies to be 
fearched for, and large gafhes to be made in them, 
in the form of a crofs, after which he tied them on 
planks, and threw them into the fea, to be carried 
by the wind and tide to the town, or fort St. An- 
gelo. 

The 

* Eight thoafand* 
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The grand-mafter was at firft melted into tears Book VI. 
at this (hocldng fpedacle ; but his grief was foon ^" " g r*^ 
converted into indignation and revenge ; and thefe ' ^^' 
paifions betrayed him into an action unworthy of 
the exalted character which he bore. In order to 
teach the Bafha, as he pretended, to make war 
with le(s barbarity, he caufed all the Turks whom 
he had taken prisoners to be mafTacred ; and then 
putting their heads into his largeft cannon, he Ihot 
them into the Turkilh camp. 

In the fiege which has been related, the ordef 
loft about one thoufand five hundred men, in- 
cluding one hundred and thirty of the braveft 
knights. The grand-mafter was deeply afFefted 
at fo great a lofe ; but he wifely dilfembled his 
concern, and wearing ftill the fame magnanimous 
and intrepid a(pedt as before, he infpired all the 
troops that remained, with a fixt, unalterable re- 
folution, to defend the town and the other fbrta 
to the laft extremity. 

Must A PH A vainly imagined, that being inti- 
midated by the fate of their companions, they 
would be now inclined to liften to terms of capi- 
tulation ; and in this hope he fent an officer with 
a white flag to one of the gates, attended by a 
Qiriftian flave, defigned to ferve for his interpret^ 
cr. The Turk was not allowed to enter within 
the town ; but the Chriftian was admitted, and 
was led through feveral ranks of foldiers under 
arms by an officer, who, after fhewing him all the 
fortifications of the place, defired him to take 
particular notice of the depth and breadth of the 
ditch, and faid to him, " See there, the only 
(pot we can afford your general ; and there 
we hope foon to bury him and all his Janiffa- 
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Book VI. This infulting fpeech being reported by the 
^'^^'C'^ flave, excited in the fiery mind of the Bafha the 
810^0? ii hi^eil degree of wrath and indignation^ and made 
Borgo.Dd hini refolve to exert himfelf to the utmoft in the 
d^u ' *" profecution of the fiege. His troops, thou^ great- 
ly diminifhed, were ftill fufficient to inveft at once 
both the town and the fort of St. Michael **. He 
kept a conftant fire on both ; but he intended firft 
to apply to the reduction of the tatter^ which he 
propofed to attack both by land and water, at the 
extremity of the peninfula * on which it (lands. In 
order to accompDfh this defign, it was necefTary he 
fhoulJ have fome (hipping introduced into the 
harbour, for tranfporting his forces. But the mouth 
of the harbour having been rendered inacceffible 
by a great iron chain, and the cannon of St. Ange-r 
lo, his defign muft have been relinquifhed, if Piali 
tad not fuggefted an expedient againft which the 
grand-mafter had not provided. Thiswas tomake the 
Chriilian (laves and the crews of the (hips draw a 
number of boats, by the ftrength of their arms, 
over the neck of land on which ftood fort St. Elmo. 
Of this propofal^ which Muftapha inmiediately 
adopted, information was carried to the grand-ma(^ 
ter by a Turki(h officer, who, being by birth a 
Greek, was touched fuddenly with remorfe, and 
deferted to the Chriftians, In confequence of this 
mtelligence^ La Valette fet a great number of hands 
to work in framing a ftacado along that part of the 
promontory where the Turks intended their attack ; 
and at another part, where the depth of the water 
or the hardnefs of the bottom would not admit of 
the ftacado, he caufed ftrong intrenchments to be 

made 

^ They are fituated on two promontories that run out into 
the great harbour, and are feparaced from each other by a chan- 
nel, where the gallies belonging to the Order lay, and the 
mouth of which was llrongly fecared on each fide by batteries. 

• Called the Spur. 
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made upon the beach. Muibipha in the meanBootVr. 
lime fired inceiTantly upon the fort, wlule the ilives ^ ^^ r ^ 
and crews were employed in tranfporting the boats *^ ^' 
over land into the harbour. At length the Baiha, 
jtidging that the number of boats which he had 
tranfix)rted would be fufficient, and that the breach- 
es Df4uch his artillery had made were practicable, 
rcfolved without further delay to make an attack 
both by fea and land. He was the more conlident 
of fuccefe, as, fince the taking of 5t. Elmo, he had 
received a confiderable reinforcement, by the ar- AmTii of 
rival of Hafcem, fon of Barbaroifa, with two thou- "^J"* 
fand five hundred feleck foldiers, commonly called '"^ 
tfic bravoes of Algiers. Hafcem, who polteffed a 
confiderable (hare of his father's fire, and was am- 
bitious to dilhnguifh himfelf in the Sultan's rcr\-:ce, 
begged of Muftapha to intruft Wm with the alFiuit 
of fort St. Michael -, and vaunted, with his natural 
arrogance, that he ^ would foon make himfelf mafter 
of it fword in hand. The Baflia, whether from an 
opinion of Ks valour, or an intention to make lilm 
learn at his own expence the folly of his prefump- 
tion, really complied with his requeft ; and ha-, ing 
added fix thoufand men to his Algerines, he pro- 
mifed to fupport him with the reft of his army. 

Hascem divided his forces with CandeliiTa, an 
old cori^r, his lieutenant ; to whom he committed 
the attack by fea, whilft he referved that on the \ivA 
fide to himfelf . 

Candet,issa having put his troops on board canjjci^^* 
the boats, fet out with dnims beating, and hautboys "^^ \,tm. 
and other mufical inftruments playing, preceded naught.r. 
by a boat filled with Mahometan prietts, feme of 
whom were employed in offering prayers to Hea- 
ven for his fuccefs, or in finging hymns ; while 
others had books in their hands out of whicli they 
read imprecations againft the Chriftians. Candelifla 
attempted firft to break down the ftacado which liad 

been 
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PookVI. been formed to obftruft his landing; but finding 
^^7^ it much ftronger than he expedted, and that, wHle 
^ ^' he was employed in demolilhing it, his troops muft 
futFer greatly from the enemy's fire, he thought 
it would be cafier to make a defcent on that part 
of the fhore which the grand-matter had ftrength-* 
cned with intrenchments. At this important poll, 
the Chriftian troops were commanded by an anci- 
ent knight of the name of Guimeran, This ex- 
perienced officer referved his fire till the Turks had 
advanced within a little diftance of the fhore, when 
by a fingle difcharge he killed about four hundred 
men, TMs did not prevent the reft firom ap- 
proaching. Candelifla puftied forwards while the 
ChriftiansVere loading their cannon, and landed 
at the head of H& Algerines. But Guimeran hav- 
ing referved fome cannon charged with grape (hot, 
did dreadful execution among them after they had 
landed, and many of them began to fly to their 
boats; wMch Candelifla obferving, he command- 
ed the boats to be put off to a little diftance firom 
the ftiore. His troops, percdving then that they 
muft either die or conquer, took courage from de- 
fpair, and advanced boldly to the intrenchment, 
with ladders for fcaling it in one hand, and their 
fabres in the other. The combatants on both fides 
difplayed the moft intrepid valour. Great num- 
bers fell, and the ditch was choaked with blood, 
and with the bodies of the dead and wounded. 
The Turks at laft, after an engagement of five 
hours, reached the top of the intrenchment, and 
there planted their enfigns. The knights, ftung 
with fhame on account of their retreat, returned 
with redoubled ardour. But they would probably 
have been overpowered by the fuperior number of 
the enemy, had not the grandTmafter fent them a 
feafonable reinforcement, under the admiral de 
pbu, and the chevalier de Q^iney ; who fell upon 

the 
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the Algerines and Turks with a degree of fury Boo kVL 
that ilruck terror into CandelilTa himfelf, who was ^ -y-"-^ 
noted for his intrepidity. Having ordered the boats '^ ^' 
to be brought nearer the Ihore, he was among the 
firft who fled- His bravoes fought defperately for 
fome time after he had left themj but were at 
length thrown down from the intrenchments, and 
compelled to fly to their boats with the utmoft 
precipitation. The Chriitians purfued them, and 
the batteries continued firing on them without 
intermiilion. Many of the boats were funk ; the 
water was covered with dead bodies, mangled 
limbs, fhields and helmets. Of the four thoufand 
who had been fent on this enterprife, fcarcely five 
hundred remained, and many pf thefe were dan- . 
geroufly wounded. 

Hascem was not more fortunate in his aflault Hafccm aw 
by land, than Candeliifa was by fea. After hav- 
ing been repulfed at one breach with great {laugh- 
ter, he rallied his troops, and led them on to ano- 
ther, where he fought long and defperately, till 
moll of the bravoes having fallen by his fide, he 
was obliged, with much reludtance and forrow, 
to found a retreat. 

Must A PH A, not unmindful of his promife toMuftapht 
fupport him, no fooner perceived him beginning "P"*^'^- 
to retire, than he ordered the Janiflaries, wh<3m he 
kept under arms, to advance. The garrifon had 
maintained an engagement with Hafcem for five 
hours, in the middle of the day, and in the hot- 
teft feafbn of the year ^ yet, as if they had not 
been fubjeft to the wants and weaknefles of hu- 
manity, they advanced beyond the breach to meet 
the Taniflaries, and fought apparently with as 
much vigour and fortitude as before. By the power 
of fuperior numbers, they were compelled to fall 
back within the breach. But there they made the 

mod 
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BookVI. mott defperate refiftancej and, being reinforced 
"^^77^ by de Giou and de Quiney, with the troops which 
^* had triumphed over Candelifla, they at lail repulf- 
ed the Janiflaries with dreadful flaughter ; after hav- 
ing loll more than forty knights, and two hundred 
of the braveft of the common men, 

Thefiegeof MusTAPHA, cnragcd by this invincible obfti- 
in?st!Mi. nacy which the Oiriffians difplayed in their de- 
^baei cirri- fence, and drying that the Spanifti fuccours, 
fiimiw.^ which had been already delayed much longer than 
he cxpefted, might foon arrive, refolved now to 
employ his whole force at once, and while he him- 
felt profecuted the fiege of fort St. Michael with 
onehalf of his troops, to employ the other, xmder 
Piali, againft the town. More batteries were raifed. 
The trencher were advanced ftill nearer than be- 
fore, Bridges of fail-yards and mafts were thrown 
over the ditches. Mines, notwithftanding the hard 
md rocky foil, we^ e fprung, Aflaults were repeat- 
ed without number ; and the two bafhas, emulous 
of one another, and each of them agitated with con- 
tinual anxiety left vidory ftiould declare firft for 
his competitor, exhibited the moft (hining proofs 
of perfonal courage, and exhaufted all the art of 
war then known in the world, Yet, through the 
determined bravery of the knights, condufted by 
the grand-mafter with confummate prudence and 
indefatigable vigilance, the Turk^. were baffled in 
every attempt, and repulfed with (laughter. Muf- 
tapha flattered himfelf once with the moft fanguine 
hopes of fuccefs on his part, from a machine invent- 
ed by his principal engineer, in the form of a huge 
calk bound ftrongly with iron hoops, and filled 
with gun-powder, nails, chains, bullets, and 
fuch other inftruments of death. After fetting 
fire to a train which was faftened to this ma- 
pHne, it was thrown by the force of an engine, 
tippn 3 ravelin that was the principal defence 

of 
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of the fort. But the garrifon undifinayed, found Book VI. 
means, before it caught fire, to call it out ag^n ^^JT^T^ 
into the midft of the affailants. In a moment af- 
terwards it burft with dreadful fury, and filled 
the Turks with conftemation. The knights then 
Tallied out upon them fword in hand, and taking 
advantage of their confiifion, killed many of them, 
and put the reft to flight. 

Fi ALi had, on fome occafions, ftiU more reafon Sueeefsof 
than Muftapha to entertain the hopes of vidory, n Borg?.*"* 
although the town was much ftronger than die fort, 
and La Valette commanded there in perfon. By 
his batteries he had demolifhed all the out-works 
of the place, and had made an immenfe breach in 
the walL While his troops were engaged in a fu- 
rious aiTault, that engrofled the whole attention of 
the befieged from morning till night, he employed 
a great number of pioneers in raifing a cavalier or 
platform of earth and ftones, clofe by the breach, 
and fo Mgh as to overlook the parapet. Night, in 
the mean time, came on, and prevented him from 
carrying any further this great advantage ; but he 
doubted not that next day he (hould be able* to 
make himfelf mafter of the place. 

As foon as he had drawn off his forces, a council ^^^^JJ*^ 
of the Order was convened, and moft of the knights alty of ^he 
were of opinion that the town was no longer ten- ^'^^^'^ 
able; that the fortifications which ftill remained 
(hould be blown up, and that the garrifon and in- 
habitants (hould retire into the caille of St. Angelo. 
But the grand-mafter received this propofal with 
horror and indignation. " This would be in effedl,'* 
(aid he, ** to deliver the whole ifland into the hands 
of the infidels. Fort St. Michael, which has been 
(b gallantly defended, and which is preferved by 
its communication with the town, would thus be 
foon reduced to the neceflity of furrendering. 
There is no room in the cattle of St, Angelo for 

the 
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Book VI. the inhabitants and troc^ ; nor, if there were 
room, is there water in that fort for fo great a niirn-* 
ber." It was then propofed that at leaft the relics 
of the faints and the ornaments of the diurches 
fhould be carried into the caftle ; >and the knights 
earneftly intreated the grand-mafter to retire into 
it himfelf, affuring Wm that they would condudl 
the defence with the utmoft vigour and vigilance. 
" No, my brethren," he replied, " what you propofe 
as to the facred things would ferve only to intinu- 
date the foldiers. We muft conceal our apprehen- 
fions. It is here we, muft either die or conquer. 
And is it poffible that I, at the age of feventy-one, 
can end my life fo honourably, as in fighting, to- 
gether with my firiends and brethren, againft the 
implacable enemies of our holy faith ?** He then 
told them what he thought proper to be done, and 
proceeded inftantly to put it in execution. Having 
called all the foldiers from fort St. Angelo, cxccoit 
a few who were neceflary for managing the artil- 
lery, he employed fhem and the inhabitants all 
night, in throwing up intrenchments within the 
breach ; after whicn he fent out fome of the braveft 
knights, with a feled body of troops, to make an 
attempt on the cavalier. Thefe men ftole foftly 
along the foot of the wall till they arrived at the 
place appointed ^ when they fet up a loud (hout, 
and attacked the guards whom Piali had left there 
with fo much ftiry, that the Turks, believing the 
whole garrifon had fallen upon them, abandoned 
their poft, and fled precipitately to their camp. 

The cavalier was inunediately fortified, a bat- 
tery of cannon planted on it, and a parapet raifed 
on the fide towards the enemy. And thus the 
breach was rendered impracticable ; the town put 
in greater fecurity than bJifore ; and a work, which 
had been devifed for its deftrudtion, converted into 
a bulwark for its defence. 

The 
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The g^rand-mafter had now greater confidence Boo'^VL 
ban ever of being able to hold out till the Spani- ' ~^. -*" 
irds Ihould come to his relief. In confequence of ungen^ottt 
he aiTurances given by Philip and the Sicilian vice- ^^^^^^ ^ 
oy, hehady long before this time, entertained the Aog!^i4. 
lopes of their arrival ; and had often eameftly foli- 
ntcd the viceroy to haften his departure from Mef- 
ina. The conduct of this nobleman was long 
rxceedingly myfterious. The patience of the 
uughts was worn out by his delays ; and they, 
ind many others, fufpefted that the real motive of 
lis condu£t was the dread of encountering with an 
idmiral of (b confiderable reputation as Piali. But 
t afterwards appeared that the viceroy had afted 
igreeably to his inftruftions from the court of Spain. 
For although Philip was, for the realbns above 
nentiioned, fmcerely interefted in the prefervation 
>f the knights ; and had amufed them with the 
noft flattering pronufes of affiftance, yet he feems 
irom the firft to have refolved not to expofe himfelf 
:o danger on that account, and to avoid, if pofTi- 
lic^ a general engagement. 

A GENEROUS and grateful prince would have 
i£ted very differently towards an ally fo deferving 
>f lis fupport ; and if either generofity or gratitude 
ud been the leading principle of Philip's conduft, 
t is jH-obable he would, on this occafion, have re- 
^rded the knights as his own fubjefts ; and have 
thou^t it no lefs incumbent on him to exert him- 
felf in their defence, than if they had acknowledg- 
»1 Mm as their fovereign. 

But Philip was afFefted by their danger only fo 
far as it threatened the tranquillity of his own do- 
minions, He had refolved to interpofe in their be- 
lalf, rather than to fufFer them to be overpowered; 
Ixit he appears to have been very little touched 
ivith their calamities ; and to have intended to leave 
hem to themfelves, as long as tliere was any pro- 

ipedl 
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Book VL fpeft of their being able to make refiftance 
'^ I ^ dcring wWch he confidered, that he would not 
*^ ^' preferve his own ftrength entire, but might a 
wards engage with the Turks, when they ' 
exhaufted by the operations of tiie fiege. 

Phiup adhered inflexibly to this plan, notv 
ftanding the grand-mafter's repeated importuni 
much longer than was confillent even with his > 
felfifli views. For, without a degree of fortil 
and prowefs on the part of the garrifon, and a 
gree of wifdom, vigilance, and magnanimity, 
that of the grand-mafter, infinitely higher 1 
there could be reafon to expedt, it mull have I 
impoflible for fuch a handml of men to have v 
flood, for fo long a time, fo great a force, 
fuch mighty efforts as were employed to rec 
them. Even the death of the grand-mafter al< 
whofe perfon was expofed to perpetual dan 
would have proved fatal to the knights, long 
fore Philip fent orders to his viceroy to give tl 
any efFe<5tual fupport ; and in this cafe, as Hs < 
domihions or his fleet would have been imni 
ately attacked, he would probably have had 1 
reafon to be fatisfied with the timid, ungenc 
counfels which he purfued. 

Whatever judgment may be formed on 
head, the viceroy did not think himfelf at lib 
to yield to the repeated applications of the grx 
mafter, till the operations of the fiege begar 
relax, and the Turkifti forces were reduced f 
forty-five thoufand to fifteen or fixteen thoufa 
of whom many were worn out with the fatij 
which they had undergone, and others rend- 
unfit for adtion by a bloody flux, which for fe\ 
weeks had raged amongft them. 

In tHs fituation of aflfairs, when it was prob 
that the knights would, without afliftance, 1 
compelled the Turks to raife the fiege, the vie 
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let fte grand-mailer know that he had now receiv- Book VI. 
cd fiidi inilrudtions from the king, as put it in his ^""""T^^ 
power to (hew his attachment to the Order ; that '* ^' 
DC was not indeed permitted to attack the Turkifli 
fleet ; but that he would immediately bring Mm a 
fcong body of troops, whofe commanders (as he 
Wmfelf muft return to Sicily) were to be entirely 
fubjcft to the grand-mafter's authority, till the ene- 
my fliould be expelled. 

The viceroy, although llill fu{peded of inter- AnriTai of 
prfing unneceifary delays, at length fulfilled hisJ?^fP- 
promife 5 and on the feventh of September landed 
fix tbou&nd men, under Don Alvaro de Sande 
and Alcamo della Coma, in that part of the illand 
which lay at the greateft diftance from the Turks ; 
iftcr which he immediately carried back the fleet 
toSidly. 

The Turldlh balhas had been perfuaded by 
ftdr (pies, that the viceroy's intention was to land 
Ks troop at the caftle of St. Angelo ; and to pre- 
vent ths, Piali had lain feveral days at anchor be- 
fore the great port, after having blocked up the 
entrance into it by a chain of fail-yards, piles and 



Ik the mean time, intelligence being brought The ficge 
to Muftapha that the Spaniards were landed, and [h^f dtV* "** 
marching towards him, he was thrown into the «"r« of tbc 
moft dreadful confternation. Senfible that his fol- ^"''''' 
dicTS were much difheartened by their ill fuccefs, 
lie imagined that he was about to be attacked by a 
[iiperior army, confifting of the braveft and bell 
litciplined troops in Spain. Without waiting for 
nfbrmation of their number, he forthwith raifed 
ihe fiege, drew his garrifon out of St. Elmo, and 
leaving all his heavy cannon behind him, embarked 
lis troops with as much precipitation as if the Spa- 
niards with (iiperior forces had been in fight. He 
iiad li.aic:<.ly i?ot on board when a deferter arrived 

from 
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Book VI. from the Spanifh camp, and informed him tfiafet: 
' with fifteen or fixteen thonfand men, he had fle<^ 
before an army that did not exceed fix thoufand^ 
having no general at their head, and commande^::;^ 
by officers who were independent of one anothe-^-. 
The bafha was overwhelmed with (hame and vener- 
ation by this intelligence, and would have imm^-. 
diately difembarked ; but tWs, he knew, he duxil 
not attempt without confulting Piali, Hafcem, and 
his other principal officers. 

While he was deliberating upon it, the grand— 
matter improved to the beft advantage the ieifur^ 
that was afforded him. He employed all the inha-^ 
hitants, men, women, and children, as well as th^ 
foldiers, in filling up the enemy's trendies, an^ 
demolifhing their works ; and put a garrifon wiA- — 
out delay into fort St. Elm6 ; m which the Turk^ 
now beheld fi^om their (hips the ftandard of St. Johi^ 
credted where that of Mahomet had lately flood. 

This demonftrated to Muftapha how much ncvir 
labour awaited him in cafe he (hould return to the 
fiege ; but being enraged againft Kmfelf on ac- 
count of the precipitancy of his retreat, and dif^ 
quieted at the thoughts of the reception which he 
had reafon to exped firom Solyman, he wiflied to 
atone for his imprudence, and to wipe off the re- 
proach in which it had involved him, by vidlory or 
deaths Piali, who firom his jealoufy of the balha's 
credit with the Sultan, was not forry for the failure 
of his enterprife, reprefented in a council of war 
convened on this occafion, that as the troops were 
much difpirited and wom out, it would be expofing 
them to certain deftruftion, either to lead them 
againft the enemy, or to refume the operations of 
the fiege. But a majority of the council were of a 
different opinion ; and it was refolved to land the 
forces again without delay, and to march diredtly 
againft the Spaniards. 

The 
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The Turldfli foldiers complained bitterly of Book Vf. 
Us unexpected refolution, and obeyed the ofders ^ i ^ 
difembark with much reludtance. Their officers The^r^ki 
i^crc obUged to employ threats with fome, and H^a luu. 
>rcc with others. At length the number intended *^' 
^ put on (hore, and Muftapha fet out at their 
sad in fearch of the enemy. 

The grand-mailer had. not negledted to give and dc- 
irly notice of their march to the Spanifti com- fhVspal 
Umders, who had intrenched their little army on niards. 

Heep hill, wMch the Turks would have found 
Lmoft inacceffible ; and it was the opinion of fbme 
F die prindpai officers, that they (hould avail' 
iemfelves of the advants^e of their fituation, and 
ftnd (HI thdr defence. But this propoial was re- 
tried with difdain by the bold adventurous De 
wide, and the greateu part of the Spanifh officers ; 
nd tbe troops were led out of their encampment, 
o meet the enemy in the open field. This con- 
li]£t, more fortunate perhaps than prudent, con- 
ributed to increafe the dejeftion of the Turkifli 
bldiers, and to fedlitate their defeat. Having been 
traced i^inft their inclination to the field of 
mttle ; and bdng attacked by the Spaniards with 
nreat fury, both in front and flank, they fcarcely 
ought ; but, being ftruck with a fudden panic, 
hey fled with the utmoft precipitation. 

MusTAPHA, confounded and enraged by this 
yuiillanimous behaviour of his troops, was hurried 
ilong by the violent tide of the fugitives. He fell 
wicc from his horfe, and would have been taken 
>rifoner, if lis officers had not refcued him. The 
Spaniards purfued brilkly till they came to the fea- 
hore. There Piali had his boats ready to receive 
lie Turks, and a number of fhallops filled with 
[nufketeers drawn up to favour their efcape. With- 
out this precaution, they mutt ail have perifhed ; 
and even notwithllanding the protection which it 

afforded 
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Book VI. afforded them, the number of their Idlled amount — ^ 
^ ed to two thoufand men, while the vidtors loft onlj^^ 
thirteen or fourteen at moft. 
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Conciaiioo. SucH, after four months continuance, wastlm^^ 
conclufion of the fiege of Malta, which will be fcr^r 
ever memorable on account of that extraordinar— y 
difplay of the moft generous and heroic valour br^y 
wMch the knights, fo few in number, were enabled 
to baffle the moft vigorous effort which could t>e 
made, to fubdue them by the moft powerful mo- 
narch in the world. The news of their deliverance 
gave univerfal joy to the Chriffian powers; a;7ci 
the name of the grand-mafter excited every wher^ 
the higheft admiration and applaufe. Q)ngrat\iJa-^ 
tions were fent him ftom every quarter ; and vm^ 
many States public rejoicings were celebrated onp — 
account of his fuccefe. The king of Spain, who^^ 
derived greater advantage than any other from that 
glorious defence to wWdi La Valette had lb hi^y^"^ 
contributed, fent an ambaffador to prefent Mm 
with a fword and d^ger of which the hilts weres:^ 
folid gold, adorned with diamonds, as a teftimonjr^ 
of his refpedl ; and engaged to pay Wm annually 
a fiun of money to affift him in repairing his ruinedf 
fortifications ^. \ 

' Thuanusy lib. xxxviii. Herrera, hiftoria general, lib. tu. 
Cabrera^ lib. vi. Vertot. Hid. des Chevid. de Malthe. 
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BOOK VIL 

PHILIP, being now delivered from his ap{jre- g^^viL 
henfions of a Turldfh invafion, applied withu-y— -^ 
2eal to his favourite objefts, the extirpation of he- »5^: 
rcfy, and the enforcing of obedience to the council of the nc" 
of Trent. Nor in thefe points did he meet with ^e'>*fl<*«' 
much oppolition, in any part of his dominions ex- 
cept the Netherlands ; where the feeds of difcord, 
which had been fown in the beginning of his reign, 
were approaching fell towards maturity. The 
dutche(s of Parma had, foon after his departure^ 
experienced what a difficult charge (he had under- 
taken. The regular clergy ftill continued to com- 
plain as loudly as ever of the new ereftion of bi- 
(hoprics; and contributed to the utmoft of their 
power to foment the fpirit of difcontent among the 
people. No change, they faid, could be legally 
made in the conftitiition of the church, without the 
confent of the States. The new eredkions were 
Vol. I. M therefore 
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BookVII. tliereforc a violation of a fiindamental law ; which 
^ ^ * ^ was the more intolerable as the abbots, on whofe 
^^5- j^ins the bifhoprics were raifed, were natives of 
the country^ and deeply interefted in the public 
welfere ; whereas the bifhops would be entirely 
devoted to the courts of Rome and Spain. But 
the regent was obliged to pay a greater regard to 
the orders of the king, than to the complaints or 
remonftrances of the people. Nor did (he yield to 
the importunities of any of the cities, into which it 
had been refolved that the new bifhops fhould be 
introduced, except Antwerp ; the citizens whereof 
fent deputies to Madrid, and found means to con- 
vince Philip, that this new inftitution, through the 
dread with which it would infpire foreigners that 
the inquifition was about to be eftabliflied> would 
prove deftru£tive of their commerce *. 

While the regent was employed in fettfing the 
new bifhops, flie was not unmindful of the ldng*s 
mjundtions with refpeft to the execution of the 
cdidts. They were executed with the utmoft ri- 
gour, againfl perfons of all ages and of both fexes, 
without diftindtion. And no greater regard was 
fliewn, on many occafions, to the laws of nature and 
humanity, than to the conffitution of the provinces. 
The regent was not of herfelf inclined to tnofe cruel 
meafures tliat were purfued ; but fhe was diredted 
in every tiring by Granvelle**, whofe views, (he 
knew, were perfeAly conformable to thofe of the 
king; and whofe judgment, for that reafon, (he 
often followed in contradiction to her own. 

The nobiii- It was feldom that any matters relative to the 

fy difgufted. gjj^s or the new bifhoprics were laid before the 

council, and when they were brought thither, 

they were propofed as points already fixed, and 

not 

• Mctcrcn, lib. ii. p. 37. Bcntivoglio. Grotius, &c. 
^ Now archbiihop of Mechlin, and advanced to the digni- 
ty of cardinal. 
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not as fubjefts on which there was room to delibc-BooicVH. 
rate. The regent formed her refolutions privately., *■* ""^7" ^ 
with the afliltence of Gran velle, and there was no- *^ ^' 
thing left to the council, but to give their fandVion 
to the meafures which had been refolved upon be- 
fore. 

It is not furpiifing that a conduA fo extremely 
partial (hould have given umbrage to the .other 
counfellors. The prince of Orange and the counts 
Egmont and Horn ^ were more particularly offend- 
ed with it. Their high ftations, their merit and 
fervices, and tlie tiuft which had ever been repofed 
in them by the late emperor, entitled them to a 
principal (hare in the regent's moft fecret coun- 
cils^ and they were filled with indignation when 
they faw that, on every occafion, a preference was 

SVen to the cardinal. " In diis," they faid, " con- 
led the recompence of all their fervices, to be re- 
duced by the king, to whofe perfon and intereft 
they had ever (hewn the moft inviolable attach- 
ment^ under the dominion of an arrogant and 
haughty ecclefiaftic. The dutchefs of Parma had 
the name of regent, but the power was lodged 
in the hands of Granvelle. The moft important 
affairs of the Itate were all determined in private 
by him, without the confent, or even the know- 
ledge of the other coimfellors. Their feats in the 
council, and their government of the provinces, 
were only high-founding, empty names, which 
gave, them the appearance of authority, whilit they 
did not polfefs any real power ; but were equally 
fubjefted with others to the arbitrary will of Gran- 
vcUc." 

While the prince of Orange and tlie other dif- 

contented lords had fo much reafon to be dilTatis- 

fied, it could not be expeftrd that they would be 

extremely active in executing tlie orders of tlie 

M 2 court. 

^ Admiral of che Netherlands. 
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Book VII. court. Notwithftandmg all that had been done to 
^'"^^ — -^ fupprefs the new opinions in religion, thefe opini- 
*^ ^* ons were difFufed wider and wider every day 
throughout the provinces. This Granvelle afcribed 
to the negligence of the magiftrates in executing 
the edidts. The prince of Orange, on the other 
hand, and count Egmont, threw the blame of it on 
him ; and faid, that by purfuing meafures to which 
the people of the Netherlands had never been ac- 
cuftomed, he had foured their minds, and brought 
the regent*s government into hatred and contempt. 
Thofe complaints were often made in the prefence 
of the regent herfelf ; who, being prefled on the 
one hand by the pofitivc orders of the king, incul- 
cated by Granvelle, and on the other, diftreffed by 
her apprehenfion of the confequences to be dread- 
ed from fo much ill-humour and difcontent, could 
only give foothing anfwers to the complainers, and 
flatter them with fome general hopes that the 
grounds of their complaints would be removed. 

X^*^!' She was ftilt more embarraffed, when the prince 
JSdn/cwdi- of Orange propofed in the council, that, in order 
^*k?'*°' ^^ remedy the prefent evils, Ihe (houM fummon a 
convention of the States. It could not be expedl- 
ed that Granvelle would relifh this propofal. For 
he was not ignorant how ill the people uood afFedt- 
ed to his perfon, and his meafures of government ; 
nor how much fuperior the influence of the prince 
of Orange would be to his, if the States were af- 
fembled. But he did not negledt the prefent op^ 
portunity of ingratiating himfelf with the king. 
When the regent gave Philip information of the 
propofal which had been made to her, and defired 
to receive his inftruftions on the fubjeft, Granvelle 
took that occafion to reprefent to him, " That no- 
thing could be more prejudicial to his authority 
than the aflembling of the States : a meafiire which 
ought at all times to be avoided, as it ufually 

produced 
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^yroduced an inclination in the people to encroach Book VIL 
^pon the prerogatives of the crown ; but wliich """^^"^ 
Inerewas never fo much ground to dread as at "^^' 
prefent, when perfons of all conditions were fo 
deeply infedled with a fpirit of fedition and difcon- 
tcnt. The abbots would come to the convention, in- 
flamed with indignation on account of the late dimu- 
nition of their revenues. The lower nobility and the 
deputies of the towns would be gained over by 
the prince of Orange, and the otiier difconlented 
lords ; and the people, ever fond of innovations, 
would be much more inclined to regard the opi- 
nion of their deputies than that of the regent, or 
the minifters of the king." 

This rcprefentation was perfedlly agreeable to 
Philip's views and fentiments ; nor did he hefitate 
in complying with the counfel which was offered 
him. He immediately renewed his orders to the 
regent with refped to the rigorous execution of the 
edi£bs j and thereby let the prince of Orange and 
the other nobles fee that there was nothing farther 
from his intention than to convene the States, in or- 
der to confider of more gentle expedients for pre- 
venting the growth of herefy **. 

The perfecutions, therefore, were carried on as They apply 
formerly. The compaifion which all men felt for fo^^hu re- 
the unhappy fuflferers, excited a general odium movau 
againft the government. The magiftrates encoun- 
tered infurmountable difficulties in executing the 
orders of the court; and the number of proteftants 
increafed daily, while the moft vigorous efforts 
were made to extirpate them by the regent and 
her minifters. Granvelle endeavoured to con- 
vince the Idng, that this was chiefly owing to tlic 
remiflhefs of the governors of the pro\anccs. Tlicy 

vvcrc 

* Bentivoglio, lib. ii. p. 15. 
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Book VII. were not ignorant of his accufation ; and being 
*-^ — ^""^ now incenfed againft him more than ever, they re- 
• '^^* folved to make Hm feel the effed^ of their refent- 
ment. Agreeably to this refolution, the prince of 
Orange, and the counts Egmont and Horn, wrote 
a letter to the king, in which they laid the blame 
of all the difturbances in the Netherlands upon Ac 
cardinal ; who, they reprefented, had affumed the 
fole diredtion of affairs, and, by his imperious con- 
dud, had rendered himfelf the objedt of univerfal 
hatred, " It was impoffible for them to ferve ci-» 
ther the king or the people, whilft a perfon fo ex- 
ceedingly obnoxious poueffed fuch unlimited influ- 
ence. But the government would proceed finooth- 
ly, if Granvelle were removed ; and in cafe the 
Jang would grant their requeft, there (hould be no- 
thing wanting on their part, either to fupport his 
authority, or to maintain the purity of the catholic 
faith, to which they were not lefs fmcerely attach- 
ed than cardinal Granvelle/' 

fhiiip'sre- To this letter Philip, after a delay of fomc 
IttdMcc. niQj^ths^ made as mild a reply as could juffly have 
been expedted ; but he concluded with obferving, 
*' That it was not his pradtice to difmifs his minify 
ters upon the complaints of their enemies, till he 
had given them an opportunity of vindicating their 
condudt. Juftice too required, that, from general 
accufations, they (hould defcend to mention parti- 
cular crimes or mifdemeanours ; and, if they did 
not incline to do this in writing, one- of them 
might come to Madrid, where he would be re- 
ceived with every mark of diftindlion and re- 
fpeft." 

With this anfwer the prince of Orange and 
the other lords were much diffatisfied j and they 
had the courage to reply, '' That they were great- 
ly difappointed to find^fo little regard paid to their 

remonftrance. 
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reroonftrance. For they had not writ their former BookVIJ. 
tetter, as cardinal Granvelle's accufers, but as the ^^^^ 
Jong's counfellors ; who, by virtue of their office, '^ *' 
were bound to inform him of whatever appeared 
to be of confequence to the welfare of his domini- 
fxis. They did not defire that' the cardinal fhould 
iufier harm; and, in any place except the Ne- 
therlands, ttey (hould be glad to hear of his pros- 
perity; but his continuance there, they thought, 
was incommtible with the public peace,*' They 
added, ** That they did not efteem the cardind 
fo Ughly as to undertake a journey to Spain on 
his account ; and that fmce the Idng was pleafed to 
repofe fo little confidence in their opinion, they 
hoped he would difpenfe with their further attend- 
ance in the council ; where, as they could not be 
prefent without a diminution of their dignity, it 
was impoffible for them, while the cardinal retain- 
ed Ws influence, to be of the finalleft ufe." 

To tMs fecond letter, Philip made no other an- 
fwer, but that he would confider of what they had 
&id, and that in the mean time he expeded they 
would continue to give their affiftance as formerly 15^4- 
in the council 

They now faw that he had no intention toDtpartureot 
comply with their requeft. Still however they obey- G'*^^^^^* 
cd his orders, and at tunes they went to the coun- 
cil ; but there, and every where elfe, they treated 
the cardinal with fo much ridicule and contempt, 
that being at length difgufted with his fituation, 
he applied for liberty to retire. The king con- 
fented, but with great reluAance : and could ne- 
ver forgive the prince of Orange, and the other 
lords, who had reduced him to tlis neceiTity ^. 

Granvelle's 
* BentivQglio. Giotiiis. 



i68 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

PookVII. Granvelle's departure was not attended with 
^— ^^ — ' thofe advantages which his enemies expedted to de-» 
HilmtV rive from it. They had flattered themfelves with 
furei adopt- the hopes of obtaining, after his removal, their juft 
wand^Bw-ftiare in the adminiftration ; but Viglius % and 
laimont. count Barlaimont, two zealous catholics, who had 
concurred with Granvelle in all his arbitrary mea- 
fures, were foon received by the regent into the 
iame degree of fevour which he had poflefled, and 
were allowed to exercife the fame unlimited influ- 
ence in the government. 

Pobiicatioa A. LITTLE before this time the council of Trent 
crcMof 5i« had publifhed its decrees, and Philip, as mention- 
croncUof ed above, had refolved to have them obeyed 
'^"' throughout all his dominions. The difturbances 
which fubfiftpd in the Low Countries, ought to have 
deterred him from adding fuel to a flame which air 
ready bumt with fo much violence. But his bigotr 
ry, together with his arbitrary maxims of govern- 
ment, rendered him averfe to every mild expedi- 
ent, and determined Wm to enforce obedience to the 
decrees in the Netherlands, as well as in Spain and 
Italy. When the regent laid his inftrudtions on this 
head before the council of ftate, (he found the coun^ 
fellors much divided in their opinions. The prince 
pf Orange maintained, " That the regent could 
not require the people of the Netherlands to receive 
the decrees^ becaule feveral of them were contrary 
to the fundamental laws of the conftitution. He re- 
prefented that fome catholic princes had thought 
proper to rejed them ; and propofed that a remon- 
ftrance fhoUld be made to the lang on the necefiity 
of recalling his inftruiftions." Severaf other lords 
were of the fame opinion. But Viglius, on the other 
hand, urged with great eameilnefs, the neceflity of 

complying 

^ Prcfidcnt of the privy -council, and cftccmcd the grcatcft 
lawyer in the Netherlands. 
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complying immediately with the king's commands. Book VII. 
^ By general councils," he faid, " the church had ^"7c67^ 
in all ages fecured the purity of its difcipline and 
dodrines. No remedies for the diforders in the 
Netherlands could be devifed more likely to prove 
effe£tual, than the decrees in queftion. It they 
Ihould be found in any refpedl incompatible with 
the laws or privileges of the Netherlands, the in- 
conveniences dreaded from thence might be pre- 
vented, by executing them with prudence and mo- 
deration. He fubjoined, that it was the peculiar 
glory and happinefs of their fovereign, that either 
he did not entertain the fame erroneous fentiments, 
or lie under the fame difagreeable neceflity as thofe 
other catholic princes who had rejefted the decrees; 
but held opinions, and could follow meafures, 
wUch, while they were conducive to the welfare 
of the church, were necefiary in order to fecure the 
peace and prolperity of his fubjefts &.'* 

This fpeech of Viglius had the defined efFeft P'^k^^^^ 
upon the regent ; who immediately refolved, with- ation. 
out regard to what had been offered by the prince 
of Orange, to publirti the decrees. But from dif- 
ferent caufes, both the number and courage of the 
reformers was now greatly augmented. In confe- 
qucnce of the civil wars in France, many proteft- 
ants of that kingdom had retired into the fouthern 
provinces. And through the conftant intercourfe 
which fubfifted in the way of trade between tlie 
m(Mre northem provinces and England and Germa- 
ny, thefe provinces were filled with proteftant mi- 
nifters, who, being prompted by tliat ardent zeal 
which the knowledge of important truth lately difr 
covered is calculated to infpire, exerted themfelves 
with unceafing induftry in propagating their religi- 
ous tenets. The country abounded at the fame 
time with books written againft the popifh rites and 
dodtrines. Several of the nobility, and many of 

the 
s BcmivogliOy lib. ii. p. 22. 
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Book VII. the magiftrates, had imbibed the new opinions. 

^^y^"^ The governors of the provinces were either not 
*^ ^* inclined to execute thofe edids to which they had 
from the beginning fhewn themfelves averfe ; or, 
as they often declared, they found it impracticable 
to carry them into execution, without laying the 
country wafte, by forcing into exile great numbers 
of its moft induftrious inhabitants. In many place^ 
the edidts were not executed at all ; and in others, 
the proteftants were refcued by the people from the 
hands of the inquifitors, and the inquifitors them- 
felves obliged to fly from the enraged multitude. 

Count Eg- The regent difcovered at this time great per- 
to*spain? plcxity and hefitation. She was exceedingly defir- 
ous to have her adminiftration approved by the 
king, and would have gladly complied with his 
inftrudlions ; but fhe could not help being alarmed 
by the repeated reprefentations which were made 
to her of the confequences that might arife from 
driving the people to defpair. She therefore judged 
it expedient to fend one of the principal nobility 
to Spain, to inform the king more fiilly than (he 
could do by writing, of the real ftate of the pro- 
vinces : and having made choice of count Egmont 
for her ambaffador, as one who was equally accept- 
able to all parties, fhe employed Viglius the prefi- 
dent to give him her inftruAions, in prefence of 
the other counfellors. The prince of Orange was 
highlv diflatisfied with the terms in which thefe in- 
ftrudlions were exprefled : " This reprefentation,'* 
faid he, " of the ftate of our affairs, is not calcu- 
lated to inform the king, but to deceive him. The 
relation which the prefident has given of our cala- 
mities fells infinitely (hort of the truth. We muft 
lay open from the bottom thofe wounds under 
which the country bleeds, elfe the Idng can never 
apply the proper cures. Let us not, by our mif- 
rcprefentations, make him believe the number of 
heretics to be finaller than it is. Let us acquaint 

him, 
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Km, that every province, every town, every vil-BooKVIt. 
lage is fill! of them. Let us not conceal from him ^ '^~^ 
how much they defpife the edidts, and how little '^ ^' 
they rcfpe£k the magiftrates ; that he may fee how 
imi^rafticable it is to introduce the inquifition, and 
be convinced that the remedy which he would have 
us to apply, would be infinitely worfe than the 
difeafc." He added, " That although he was a 
true catholic, and a faithful fubjeft of the king, 
yet he thought the calamities which had been lately 
experienced in France and Germany, afforded a 
fumcient proof that the confciences of men were 
not to be compelled, and that herefy was not to 
be extirpated by fire and fword, but by reafoning 
and pcriiiafion ; to which it was in vain to expert 
that men would be brought to liften, until the pre- 
fcnt practice of butchering them like beafts was 
laid alide." He reprefented likewife the abfurdity of 
publifhihg, on this occafion, the decrees of the 
council of Trent, and propofed that count Egmont 
(hould be inftrudted to requeft the king to fufpend 
the publication of them till the prefent tumults 
were allayed. But the regent was cither not in- 
clined or not at liberty to follow the opinion of the 
prince of Orange in preference to that of Viglius. 
She called count Egmont apart from the council, 
and having given him fuch inftnidions as fhe 
thought proper, (he made him fet out immediately 
for Spain ; after having flattered him with hopes 
that his journey thither, if he improved the oppor- 
tunity afforded him, would fccurc him the full 
pofTeffion of his matter's favour ^, 

The Idng received him at Madrid, and enter- Hii recep. 
tained him, during his ftay there, with every teiti- ^^" ^*^ 
mony of regard. When he was about to return, 
he made him a prefent of fifty thoufand florins v 
and, as the count had feveral daughters, Philip 
promifed to difpofe of them in marriages fuitablc 

to 
^ Bentivoglio, lib. ii. Grotios, lib. i. 
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Book VII. {Q their fether's rank. The cotemporary hiftorians 
7c6^ ^^^^ widely in their relations of what paffed with 
Hufctvra. refpcdl to the fubjedt of his embafly. The moft 
probable account is, that although Philip's, anfwer 
was not clear and explicit, yet that he expreffed 
himfelf with fo much foftnefe in fpeaking of the 
edicts, and uttered fo many ftrpng profeflions of 
affection for the people of the Netherlands, that 
the count, who was in the higheft degree candid 
and fincere, was induced to believe that the king 
did in reality intend to alter his meafures of go* 
vernment. It is certain ', that he returned to the 
Low Countries highly fatisfied with the court of 
Spain ; and extolled the goodnefs of the king, and 
the love which he bore to his Flemifli fubjedts. The 
prince of Orange was not fo eafily deceived. Count 
Egmont had been impofed upon, he faid, by Span- 
i(h artifice. His private intereft had blinded his pe- 
netration, and created in him an ill-grounded fecu- 
rity with regard to the public good >. 

inconfe- BuT although couut Egmout was not able to 
hu report, a ^^^^^fy thc priucc of Oraugc, it fhould feem that 
conference [Js rcport was Credited by moft of the other coun- 
appointed, ^-^jj^j^g^ ^^^ ^y^^ \^y ^g regent herfelf ; who would 

not otherwife have agreed to a meafure which, im- 
mediately after the count's arrival, was fuggefted 
in the council. It was there propofed that a certain 
number of divines and lawyers fhould meet toge- 
ther in Bruffels, to confider of the moft efFedlual 
methods of putting a ftop to the growth of herefy ^ 
and the regent readily confented to this propofal, 
without inquiring, as (he ufed to do on other occa- 
fions, whether it would be agreeable to the Idng. 
To this conference (he called the bi(hops of Arras, 
Ipres, and Namur; Ravenftenius and Janfenius, 
two eminent divines ; the two prefidents of the 
provincial councils of Flanders and Utrecht, and 
two eminent lawyers from Mechlin and Brabant. 

The 

' Grotius. ^ Vid. William*! Apology, p. 485, 
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IE Tcfult of ixr zeStxrzziT.^ vie. "^^.^ 
Is for mfbnicriis iicir r. "its rrr..zr:^ t 
ithoBc faidu fccdd re ^iii r. lI ^ tt:- 
s; that pardciLir r^sirzrn h: i^: tc ir':?r 
bm the Iiv« cr re cj=rs; . ir.i rir z t> 
ig heretics ri'-d 



n the rocni cr" rri'r i;f=^ ■^*==- ^^— -" " 
lad been fousi i": .ri' ^i c r iiL 

HE resent hi-rn^ nrJni-Jt: -. -:± c:-,; -. ^ 
jnt ofthete dt:trz.z;i >•:-_:=- vii: xr-_~ .-- j- 
dwben (he ^is ~:rzfri. t::ui -jc t.—. --- 
ing them, be Cjzi':!=zzjt:i z^ -t-j-tl-x - - 
dng the corie:er.:t •: :t -t. i . := ..- - 'z 
h had been ccrilosrfi - -- v^rt i» r*^:- -j: -. - 
idy fixed by his ir_V.rrr . l: : v - -^ - -ir 
unt, ou^: r.:: :: hi-t ':etr i*^. .^r --.--r 
)eratk)n. The £:':ri-tr= t?::- :.ju:r-^ 
h uncahncis :o ^e nsn"- '^i irir^. zm ".^ 
ihrance or negligr-.c^ :r zs*:: T^.rrj^r: z,- 
ny of thein wert ::--i -rir-.-x r-:--r - .- .- 
*or in zeal f:r "j:c '.':r":^. vz--' := -r:-r^- 
mull immedia'.elT ff=±j -.:=r^ l-: . /r.- ■ r 
:rs in their plict, ::r -;: .'r — '■^. .- .- - -. 

Id perform, vc-li rrt fv^r ": i r-/ -. - . 

I, or fo conducive :-. r^ zy.^ ir' ".-r-.-. ^ 
exnncUon of h^rrJr "r. i:;: N'-.v-^i.-!.. 

The regent had, rr.T. vt ■.•^"- r ' < 

Tuniftration, beer, e-rrt—.-r- '. - 
court of Spa^?. N.'-Tr.r -■ . : •_ -. " .' - 
reetotheconftrtr.:rt, V--. -»r : - v 

on count Egrr. or.:': rtyx*^. ----- . : - - 
acceptable to the ^".2 .-.■*..- i '-:-. '" . 
her miftake, i>.t pu'i "-.-t -.- --. - .- - ■ -■ 
the former ed:::=- i- 1 r-r. . -^r "-. v 
d councUs To p:-.c-:f i -. \\\ r*-.v.- - .' 
th the utmo:: i:':':.zrr.\-. ~ 
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Book VII. EvEN Viglius ° hcfitated as to the expediency of 

^""^ ^this meafure at the prefent junfture; and it excited 

^ ^* in the minds of the people univerfal indignation 

and aftonifhment. Thofe hopes of deliverance 

from their grievances, which they had conceived 

from count Egmont's journey to Spain, had, by 

his report of the king's difoofition towards them, 

been raifed to the greateu height. Their difap- 

pointment now was proportionably great. They 

did not blame count Egmont ; for they were per- 

fuaded that he had been deceived ; but they de- 

tcfted the duplicity and artifice of Philip and his 

minifters. 

The count had too much fenfibility not to be 
deeply aflfedted on this occafion ; and he complain- 
ed bitterly that the king had adted with no other 
defign in the fhidied Idndnefs which he had (hewn 
him, but to expofc him to the contempt cm: hatred 
of his countrymen, and thereby to ruin his credit 
and influence. ® 

JfOrSnV* '^"^ prince of Orange was almoft the only 
remonr** pcrfou iu whom this unexpedted meafure created 
*"'*•• no furprife. When the new edidt was tranfmitted 
to him, he wrote to the regent a letter -, in which 
he reprefented, " That in the prefent temper of 
the people, it was impoflible for the king's fervants 
to execute the orders impofed upon them, without 
involving the provinces in a civil war." " But if 
ffiU," he added, " your highnefe be determined 
to have the edidts carried into immediate execu- 
tion, then I muft defire that fome mcwre proper 
perfon may be appointed in my place, who, pof- 
fefling greater authority, may be better qualified 
to fulfil your intention. The king is not ignorant, 
that on other occafions I have (pared neither my 
perfon nor my fortune in his fervice. My prefent 
condudt proceeds not from the want of loyalty or 

zeal, 
^ Meurfius Gul. Auriac. p. 4» 5. 
• Strada, lib. iv. p. 11 8, 
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zeal, but fiom a perfuafion thai I cannot vieU the Rx*i;\ ir. 
obedicDce required from me, wi'Jiout d:'h'^no;.r ^ "jif ' 
to myfelf, axKi infiiu:e prejudice to the Ncihc:- ^^'' 
lands P." 

Neither the prince of Orange, nor the counts 
Egmont and Horn, exprelTed their diliktisiacV.on 
with Ae prefent mealunes of government in any 
other way than by making remonlbances and 
complaints. As it was greatly their intereft, fo it 
appears to have been their fmcere dell re, to avoid 
incurring the king's difpleafiire. And tliey Itudled 
to give him every proof of fidelity that could be 
realbnably expecked from thofe who were members 
of a free fiate, and had fwom to maintain tlie fun- 
damental laws of the conititution. 

The condudl of many of the other nobles was The wa- 
not fo (crupulous and referved. They fct on foot, *"*°*"*' 
at this time, a confederacy, by which tliey bound 
themfelves to fiipport one another, in preventing 
the inqiufition from being eftablilhed in the Ne- 
therlands. The prime mover of this expedient s^auc. 
was Philip de Mamix, lord of St. Aldegondc, a*^"***" 
nobleman highly diftinguiJhed for his eKxiuence, 
Us addrefs, and his political abilities, who had the 1 566- 
merit of contributing more than any other perlon 
(the prince of Orange alone excepted) towards 
acGomplifhing that happy revolution, by which the 
northern provinces were refcued from the Spanilh 
yoke. By Ks advice, and according to his direc- 
tion, a writing was drawn up, termed the Com- 
promife, which is here inferted, as it marks iirongly 
the fpirit by which the people of the Netherlands 
were at prefent animated. 

" Whereas certain malicious perfons, under 
the cloak of zeal for the catholic religion, but in 
reality prompted by ambition, pride, and luiiricc, 
have, by their mifreprefcntalions, pcrfuadcd our 

lord 
f Gen. Hift. of ihc Ncihcrlandi. 
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Book VII. lord the king to introduce into thefe provinces that 
^■— "^"^ moft pernicious tribunal the inquifition ; which is 
'^ * not only contrary to all human and divine laws, 
but exceeds in cruelty the moft barbarous inftituti- 
ons of the moft favage tyrants in the heathen 
world ; which fubjedls all authority to that of the 
inquifitors, reduces all men to a perpetual ftate of 
miferable flavery, and by the vifitations which it 
appoints, expofes the beft men to continual appre- 
henfions ; fo that if a prieft, a Spaniard, or wicked 
minion of power fhall incline, he may, by means 
of this inftitution, accufe any man, however inno- 
cent, and caufe him to be imprifoned, condemned, 
and put to death, without being confronted with 
his accufers, and without being allowed to bring 
evidence of his innocence, or to fpeak in his de- 
fence : for thefe reafons we whofe names are here 
fubfcribed have refolved to provide for the fecurity 
of our families, goods, and perfons \ and for this 
purpofe we hereby enter into a {acred league vrith 
one another, promifmg with a folemn oath, to 
oppofe, with all our power, the introduction of the 
above mentioned inquifition into thefe provinces ; 
whether it (hall be attempted openly or fecretly, 
and by whatever name it (hall he called, whether 
that of Inquifition, Vifitation, Commi(fion, or Edift: 
declaring at the fame time, that we are far from 
entertaining the defign of attempting any thing 
prejudicial to the intereft of our fovereign the king j 
but on the contrary, that our fixed intention is, to 
fupport and defend his government, to maintain 
peace, and to refift, to the utmoft of our power, 
all feditions, tumults, and revolts. To this agree- 
ment we have fworn ; and we hereby promife and 
fwear to maintain it for ever facred ; and we call 
Almighty God to witnefs, that neither in word nor 
deed (hall we ever weaken or counteract it. 

'' We 
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** We likewife promife and fwear, mutually Book VII. 
to defend one another, in all places, and on all '- k ^ 
occafions, agdnft every attack that (hall be made, '^ ^' 
or perfecution that Ihall be raifed, againft any 
in(U^dual amongfl us, on account of his concern 
in this confederacy. And we declare, that no 
pretence of the perfecutors, who may allege re- 
bellion, infurreftion, or any other plea, (hall ex- 
empt us from this our oath and promife. No ac- 
tion can deferve the name of rebellion, that pro- 
ceeds from oppofition to the iniquitous decrees 
of the inquifition ; and therefore whether any 
of us be attacked diredlly on account of oppol- 
Ing thefe decrees, or under pretence of puniOi- 
ing rebellion or infurredtion, we hereby (wear 
to endeavour by all lawful means to procure his 
deliverance* 

" Ik this and every part of our conduct re-* 
yarding the inquifition, our meaning is, to fub- 
mit to the general opinion of our confederates, or 
to that of thofe who (hall be appointed by tlie 
reft to aifift us with their counfeL 

" In witnels of this our league, we invoke 
the holy name of the living God, as the fearcher 
of our hearts ; humbly befeeching him to grant 
us the grace of his holy fpirit, that all our enter- 
prifes may be attended with fuccefs, may pro- 
mote the honour of his name, contribute to the 
we]£u^ of our fouls, and advance the peace and 
true intereft of the Netherlands." 

Such were the terms of the compromife, which 
was quickly circulated through the provinces, and 
fubfcribed by perfons of all ranks, whether ca- 
tholics or proteftants. Books were at the fame 
time multiplied, in which liberty of confcience 

Vol. L N was 
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BookVII. was pleaded, the abfurdities in the popifh doc- 
^"""^^ trines and worfhip expofed, and hideous pidtures 
'^ ^' drawn of the inquifition. 

The regent felt great anxiety with regard to 
the confequences with which fo much ill-hiunour 
and difcontent were likely to be attended. She 
had never fiilly credited me reprefentations which 
the prince of Orange and fome of her other coun- 
fellors had often made to her. And (he now 
complained bitterly of the fituation to which fhe 
was reduced by the orders fent from Spain. ** For 
to what purpofe was it ((he faid) to publi(h edidts, 
when I wanted power to enforce their execution ? 
They have ferved only to increafe the people's 
audacity, and to bring my authority into con- 
tempt^." 

s^echof TkE prince of Orange, and the counts Horn 
cfVrM^ and Egmont, had, ever fmce the laft republica- 
te the conn- tion of the cdifts, abfented themfelves from the 
council. The regent now wrote to them in the 
moil urgent manner, requiring their attendance. 
They readily complied j and the regent, after 
having informed them of her defign in call- 
ing thenl together, defired they would deliver 
their opinions without referve. The prince of 
Orange was among the laft who rofe, and he 
fpoke as follows ' : 

" Would to Heaven I had been fo fortunate 
as to gain belief, when I ventured to foretell what 
has now happened. Defperate remedies would 
not in that cafe have been firft applied, nor per- 
(bns who had fallen into error been confirmed 
in it, by the means employed to reclaim them. 

We 

< Bentivoglio and Strada. 

' This fpeech is recorded by Nicolas Borgundias, who com- 
piled his hiflory from the papers of the president Viglias. Vide 
Srandf 6 hifioiy of the reformation in the Netherlands. 
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Wc (hould not certainly think hro'siibij cf a 
phyfidan's prodcncc, who, in the h^<^:rr.g ^' x 
diteafe, vHhcn gentle remedies were 7:)%dj to pr:-r- 
eflfedual, (hould propel the burning or ciring 
o£f the part infeAed. 

" Thers arc two fpecies of bq-xihSoa. The 
one is exerd&d in the name of the pcp^ z^-i "^ 
other has been long practiied by the bc:V>r-=- To 
the latter, men are in feme mcaf-rt rec.-fltd by 
the power of cuftom; and corjSder.r.g ho^r -srtll -s^e 
are now provided with bifhc^js in ali Ae prcrinc!^ 
it may be reaibnably expected that tl-is {^jr, w J 
alone be found fufficient. The former has b«n, 
and ¥dll (or ever be, an object of abh7rrcr.ct, zzd 
oug^ to be abolifhed without dtlay. 

" With refpeA to thofe ed fts v?rch hare been 
fo often publifhed againlt the innovators in religi- 
on, hearken not to me, but to ycr:r own cxpfr,- 
cnce, which will inform yoo, that the pttixrj^^i'jrjs, 
to wlndi they have given rife, have lerwcd oniv to 
increafe and propagate the errors agaV.it vk-*ich they 
have been exercifed. The Xetherind^ have for f^- 
veral years been a fchool, in wiich, if '*t ri^vt r.- 1 
been extremely inattentive, we may have 'ji::sxxr/A 
the folly of perfecution. Men do not P/r nothrng 
for^o the advantages of life ; mudi itu do \\yrf 
expofe themfelves to torture and dca*h f^n n^r^Tzr^^. 
Tne contempt of death and pain, exhitiittri by he- 
retics in fuffering for thdr religion, is calculated to 
produce the moft powerful effects on th': minds of 
fpedtators. It works on their conir>a:T:on, ir excites 
thdr admiration of the fuffcrers, and cr^r^V:? in them 
a fufpicion, that truth mult cen^iinly \yz found 
where they obferve fo much constancy and forti- 
tude. Heretics have been treated v/ith \h't fame 
feverity in France and England as in *he Low 
Countries. But has it been attended there with 

N a better 
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Book VII. better fuccefs ? On the contrary, is there not rea- 
^^"^ """^ fon, there as well as here^ to fay what was faid of 
^^ ^' the Chriilians of old, That the blood of the martyrs 
is the feed of tlie church. The emperor Julian,, 
the moft formidable enemy whom Chriffianity ever 
iaw, was fully fenfible of the truth of this. Haraf- 
fing and torrhenting could only ferve,^ he knew, to 
kiflame that ardent zeal which he wanted to extin- 
guilh. He had recourfe therefore to the expedient 
of ridicule and contempt j and this he found to be 
more efFeAual. The Grecian empire was at differ- 
ent periods infefted with herefies of various kinds, 
^tius taught errors in the reign of Conftance; Nef- 
forius in that of Theodoftus ; Arius in that of Con- 
ftantine. No iuch punifhments were inflifted, ei- 
ther on the herefiarchs themfelves or on their difci- 
pies, as are now pradkifed in the Netherlands ; and 
yet where are all thofe falfe opinions now, which 
the firft broadiers were at fo much pains to propa- 
gate ? Sudi is the nature of herefy, if it refts, it 
safts ; but he who rubs it, whets it. Let it be ne- 
gledted and overlooked, it will foon lofe the charm 
of novelty -, and with that, it will bfe the greateft 
part of its attractive power. But they are not the 
examples only of heatlien princes which I would re- 
commend to the regent's imitation. In complying 
with my advice, fhe will tread in the fteps of our 
late glorious emperor, her father ; who from expe- 
rience was convinced, that gentle meafures were 
more likely to prove efFedual than fevere ones ; 
and therefore adopted the former, in preference to 
the latter,, for feveral years before his refignation. 

" The king himfelf appeared, at a certain pe- 
riod,, inclined to make trial of mild expedients. But, 
- through the influence of the bilhops and other ec- 
.clefiaftics,he has changed his views. Let thefe men 
anfwer for their condudt if they can. For my own 
part, I am entirely (atisfied that it is impoflible to 

root 
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root out the prefent evils in the Netherlands byBooKVIL 
force, without (haking the ftate from its foundati- ^^^^v r *^ 
fXi. I conclude with reminding you of what we '^ ^' 
have all heard frequently, That the proteltants in 
the Low Countries have opened a correfpondence 
with thofe in France, Let us beware of irritating 
them more than we have already done, left, by 
imitating the French catholics in thdr feverity, we, 
like them, invdve our country in the dreadful mi- 
feries of a civil war," 

This fpeech was not entirely without eflfedl. It 
convinced the regent, that (he rijuft either make 
fome conceflk>ns to the coQ^tfterates, or have re- 
courfe to arms. She wajgilffcrmed to follow the lat- 1566. 
ter of thefe meafurcs^-becaufe (he knew it would 
be more agreeabl^r'tb the king; and fhe defired 
count Egmont t^^indertake the command of feme 
forces which (lie propofed to raife in order to carry 
her defign into execution •, but the count declined 
accepting tif it, faying, That he could not fight 
with l^four m defence of the inquifition. The 
dutchefs found it neceffary, therefore, to embrace 
the othei*alteraative, and to attempt to foothe the 
malcontents, by making (bme abatement in the ri- 
gour of the edifts \ 

Meanwhile the mmiber of thofe who had 
acceded to the compromife was become fo confi- 
derable, that they thought it was now time to 
take (bme ftep towards fulfilling their engage- 
ments. With this view they fet out for BrulTels, 
where the court refided, and fent feme of their 
number to defire leave of the regent, to lay be- 
fore her their fentiments concerning a fubjeft in 
which the intereft of the king and their perfonal 
fecurity were equally concerned. The counfel- 
lors were divided in their opinions with regard 

to 

• BxaDdty p. 165. vol. i. 
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BooicVIl.to the anfwer proper to be made to this requctt. 

^-*'">^-"^ Some of them were for rejedling it utterly ; others 
^5^6* advifed to admit two or three of the confederates 
and no more ; but the opinion of thofe prevailed 
who thought that, at prefent, it would be imprudent 
to jFumifti them with any juft ground of offence, 
by denying them a privilege to which every inha- 
bitant of the Netherlands was intitled ; efpecially 
as they were without arms, and no danger could 
be apprehended from admitting them. 

They entered Bruflels in the beginning of April 
one thoufand five hundred and fixty-fix, in number 
between three and four hundred, on horfeback. Be- 
fides count Brederode, who was defcended from the 
ancient earls of Holland, there were the counts Co^ 
lemberg and Trefemberg, the marquis of Mons, 
the baron of Montigny , and count Lewis of Naffau, 
brotlier to the prince of Orange ; all of them per-r 
fons of confideiable influence in the provinces. 

They went in a body, walldng two ^ two, 
from the houfe of count Colemberg to the palace, 
and were received there by the regent, attended by 
the council of flate, 

fctitionof They began their petition with declaring, 
the oobiei. ft 'j-j^^^ ^ hitherto they had never failed in loyal- 
ty to the king, fo they were ftill as much as ever 
determined to hold fait their allegiance. They were 
fenfible that their prefent conduct might be mif- 
ponftrued ^ but they chofe rather to expofe them- 
felves to this rilk, than not inform the regent of 
what they were convinced was of the higheft con- 
fequence to the interell both of the king and the 
provinces. The folicitude which the king had dif- 
covered to preferve religion pure in the Netiierlands, 
deferved the higheft praife^ but experience had 
(hewn, that the remedies employed for this purpofe 

contribute^ 
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contributed only to increafe the difeafe. They had Book VIL 
long fluttered themfelves with hopes, that the States ^""^^^ 
would have been aflfembled, to devife means more '^ 
likely to prove fuccefeftd ; but fmce this defirable 
event had not taken place, they thought it their du- 
ty to inform her, that if the meafures of govern- 
ment reQ>e€ting religion were not quickly altered, 
they were perfuaded it would be impoflible to pre- 
vent a general infurredtion. It was therefore their 
eameft defire, that (he would fend feme proper 
perfons to the Idng, to acquaint him with the ne- 
ceffity of foftening the rigour of the edifts ; and 
they intreated her to fufpend the execution of them 
till his pleafure (hould be known. But if no regard, 
they added, (hall be paid to this our humble 
and mod earaeft prayer, we call God and the king, 
your highnefs, and thefe your illuftrious counfel- 
lors, to witnefs, that we have given warning of the 
impending danger, and (hall not be accountable 
for the calamities that may enfue S 

To this petition the regent gave the following ^''^^" "^ 
anfwer in writing : " That (he was not invefted by ' ^ ^^^^ 
the king with power to fufpend the execution of 
Ae edi£ts ; but that (he was not averfe from fend- 
ing (bme proper perfon to Spain, where (he would 
willingly employ her good offices to procure them 
fatisfeftion. That, in the mean time, (he would 
i(rue orders to the inquifitors to proceed in the ex- 
erdfe of their office with moderation ; and that, in 
return for her conceffions, (he expefted that the 
petitioners would ftudy carefully to avoid all occa- 
lionofofFence.'* 

The confederates, much di(rati6fied with this 
anfwer, infifted eameftly upon receiving one that 
was more explicit ; and the regent, dreading the 
ix)nfequences of fending them away in ill-humour, 

ordered 

' Bentivoglio and Brandt. 
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Book VII. ordered her fecretary to OMnniunicate to them the 
* ^"" fi k ^ inftruftions which, after confidering the matter 
'^ ' more maturely, (he had refolved to tranfmit to the 
inquifitors. Thefe were, that henceforth they fhould 
proceed againft offenders in the article ot religion 
with the utmoit gentlenefs ; and (hould not punilh 
any of them with banifhment, imprifonment, or 
confifcation, unlefs they were found guilty of fedi^ 
tious praftices, And thefe inftrufticms, it was 
added, were to remain in force till the king*s plea- 
fure fhould be known. The confederates, on the 
other hand, engaged, not to attempt to make any 
innovation in religious matters, but to wait pati-» 
ently for the determination of Uie aflembly of the 
States; which they fondly flattered themfelves would 
be held foon, in or4er to put an end to all their 
grievances. 

The mar- A G R E E A B L Y to her firft declarations, the regent 

fnd'thc bi°' immediately difpatched the marquis of Mons and 

ronofMon-^e baron of Montigny, to lay the petition be- 

tp Swi"! fore the Idng. And thefe two noblemen gladly 

undertook the ta(k afligned them ; little fufpefting 

either how fruitlefs their journey was to prove, as 

to the intention of it, or how fatal to themfelves. 

JFor, as will appear in the fequel, Philip did not 

confider them as the regent's ambafladors, but as 

perfons who had brought her under the difagree- 

able necelfity of cloathing them with that character, 

and as the heads of a confederacy which had been 

formed againft his government, 

^^^^i^^^Mi' ^^ ^^^ mean time a report was prc^>agated in 
ITihlr^- the Netherlands, that the regent had confented 
former?. ^^ ^\^^ public profeflion of the reformed religion. 
In the belief of this, the people threw off the 
rcferve which they had hitherto maintained, and 
the proteftant minifters preached in many places 
to numerous affemblies of perfons, who came 
together in arms, with a refolution to defend 

themfelves. 
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lemfelveSy in cafe the inquifttors (hould attempt Book VII- 
3 interrupt them. From tbefe alTemUies they'"'^^;^^ 
3on pafled to open violence againft the diurches, 
xxA defpoiled them of all their coftly ornaments. 

Thbse outrages were firft committed in the 
province of Flanders ; and the example of the 
Flenungs was quickly diflfufed throughout all the 
provinces. In a little time afterwards the fame 
tumultuous fpirit appeared in the great commercial 
towns; in which) trom their frequent intercourfe 
with fbrdgn proteflants, and from the fpirit of li- 
berty that naturally grows up in large communi- 
ties, ahnoil the whole body of the people had em- 
braced the new opinions. 

In Antwerp the reformers indulged themfelves 
n the moft unjuftifiable extravagancies. They 
nfulted the catholics when employed in the func- 
ions of their religion. They broke furioufly into 
he great church, wliich was one of the richeft 
tJifices in Europe, overturned the altars, defaced 
Ko paintings, and deftroyed all the images of the 
iints. 

From the cathedral they flew with the lame un- 
;ovemable fury to the monafteries and convents ^ 
nd there, after forcing open the gates, and oblig- 
ig the monks and nuns to fly into the citv for 
lelter, it appeared that, under the cover of reli- 
ious zeal, many of the mofl abandoned of the 
eople had Joined with the reformers, and embrac- 
d the prefent opportunity of gratifying their ra- 
acity. The fame riotous fpirit appeared in num- 
erlefs other places. It fpread like a conflagration 
ver all the provinces ; meeting everywhere with 
le fame combuitible materials, and everywhere 
Toducing the fame pernicious effects. 

Ik 
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Book VII. In Braffels they were overawed by the pre- 
*'*"'^T^ fence of the court : yet even there, they had, in 
'^ fomc meafure, thrown off their wonted refervc -, 
and the regent, apprehenfive that her peribn was 
in danger, refolved to refide in Mons. This re- 
folution gave much uneafmefe to the prince of 
Orange, and the counts Egmont and. Horn; 
who faw how much diflionour it would refleft 
on them, to have it believed that the perfon of 
the princefs was infecure, where they were invefted 
with fuch high command, and pofleifed fuch ex- 
tenfive influence. They employed every argu- 
ment that could prevail upon her to alter her 
intention. They pledged their lives and fortunes 
for her fafety ; and promifed to exert thdr ut- 
moft power in quelling thofe diforders which were 
the caufe of her inquietude. At length (he yield- 
ed to their intreaties, and confented mil to remain 
atBruflels. « 

Sd*tMU? "^"^ feveral governors foon after fet out for 
the prince their rclpeftive provinces. The prince of Orange, 
Tn^iSifng ^^^^ *>eing governor of Holland, Zealand, U- 
tbetumuiu. trecht, and Burgundy, was vifcount and governor 
of Antwerp. And even the popifti hiftorians ac- 
knowledge, th^t, having often gone thither, he 
had exerted himfelf llrenuoufly in quieting the tu- 
mults occafioned by the intemperate zeal of the 
Aofuft. reformers. At this time he ordered three of the 
rioters to be executed, and fined and baniflied 
feveral of the reft. He again opened the great 
church, and reftored the exercife of the catholic 
religion. 

But finding it impoflible to prevent the pro* 
teftants firom holding their religious meetings, he 
entered into an agreement with the perfons of 
greateft influence among them, by which they 
were allowed to exercife their religion in churches 

within 
V fientivogliOf Braodti Sec. 
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widnn the city, provided that they Ihould comeBoocViL 
t<q;^tber without arms ; that they (hould give no '""^^T^ 
annoyance to the cathoUcs ; and that thdr preach- *' 
er8flK>uld refrain from ail invectives againftthe 
eftabUlhed church. And he confented that this 
agreement Ihould remain in force till he (hould 
know the pleafure of the king ; to whom the pro- 
tefiants engag^ to fubmit, or immediately to leave 
the Netherlands. 

The regent approved of every part of Wil- 
liam's condudt on this occafion, except his al- 
k>wing the reformers to hold their meetings with- 
in the town. In order to fatisfy her on this head, 
he reprefented, that he had granted them this in- 
dulgence fix)m a convidtion which experience had 
already confirmed, that by means of it he could 
more eafily prevent the pernicious efFedts of their 
extravagance ; that when they were under his own 
eye, or that of the magiftrates, their aflemblies 
were not near fo numerous as formerly ; their 
preadiers were not fo apt to indulge their enthu- 
fiafm, or to ufe indecent freedoms with the go- 
vernment i nor the people fo apt to be inflam- 
ed, as when they aUembled without reftraint in 
the open fields. This meafure, he added, was 
not only expedient, but neceifary. There was 
no room for authority or perfuafion. The reform- 
ers had (hewn themfelves unalterably determined 
to fct up their worfhip within the city, whether 
he had permitted them or not. Their aflemblies 
in the country had generally amounted to twenty- 
four or twenty-five thou&nd. Even in the town 
they were feldom lefe than ten thoufand. He had 
no army to reduce fo great a number to obedi- 
ence ; and not a fingle perfon among the catholic 
inhabitants could be perfuaded to take up arms 
againft them \ 

After 
' Braiult. Vin Meteren, lib. ii. 
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BookVII. After quieting the difturbances in Antwerp, 
^-^v— -'the prince fet out for the provinces of Holland and 
*^ • Zealand, where Ms prefence was equally neceflary. 
There too, as in Antwerp, he employed all hi^ 
power and influence ; and did more towards quell-- 
ing the tumultuous fpirit of the reformers, than 
any other perfon could have done, without art 
armed force to overawe them. He f>erfuaded 
them to reftore the churches which they had ufurpn 
ed ; and, except in one or two places, they were 
fatisfied with the liberty which the regent was will- 
ing to allow, of holding their aflemblies for religi- 
ous worftiip in the fuburbs of the town, or in the 
country. 

connt Eg. CouNT Egmout was no lefs aftive in his de- 
monfi fuc- partment. From natural temper, as well as from 
political principles, no man was more averfe from 
harihnei's and feverity ; yet being ftrongly prompt- 
ed on this occafion by his defire of gratifying the 
king, he was at the utmoft pains to difcover the 
rioters, and punifhed many of them with rigour. 
He reftored the priefts to their funftions, opened 
the churches which had been fhut, and reduced all 
the proteftants within his government to the ne- 
ceffity of acquiefcing in the conditions which the- 
regent had prefcribed>^ 

Count Count Horn likewife adled with uncommon 

«ft? ' ^"^' fp^"^ ^^^ vigour in the city of Tournay, where 
the diforders had rifen to a greater height than in 
other places. The inhabitants of that city, to the 
number of fix thoufand, having taken arms, laid 
fiege to the garrifon. They Toon reduced it to 
fuch extremity, as obliged the commander to in- 
form the regent, that if (he did not fend him im- 
mediate relief,he could not hold out longer than one 
day. She had not troops fufficient to oppofe fo 
great a force : nor was there any other expedient 

in 
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n her power, by which (he could preferve the Book Vff. 
rarrifon from furrendering, but that cf fending ^j"^^"*^ 
x>\intHorn, their governor's ^ brother, to inter- '^ 
:edc with the inhabitants. The count forced his 
vay, at the hazard of his life, into the midft of 
hem i and with great addrefs f)erfuaded them not 
>nly to dcfift from the blockade, but to lay down 
Jicu: arms, to yield up the churches wKch tliey 
iiad ufurped, and to reftfatisfied with certain places 
rfworfliip which he affigned them witliout tiie ci- 
ty «. 

From this reprefentation of the condudV of the^rounW 
prince of Orange and the counts Horn and Eg- avernon 
mont, they had very little reafon, it (hould feem, ^^J^J*^^^^ 
to dread the king's difpleafure. For tliey were not "° "*"* 
Icfs active, nor lefs fuccefeful than the other gover- 
nors y, with whom Philip is faid to have been en- 
tirely fatisfied. But the difapprobation which they 
had difcovered of his meafures of government fome 
years before j the objedions which they had urged 
againft Ms retaining the Spanifh forces in the Low 
Countries ; the neceffity to wKch they had reduced 
him, of removing Granvelle ; their frequent remon- 
ftrances in the council againft the inquifition and 
edidts^ and the attachment which they had ever 
fhewn to the liberty and conftitutional privileges of 
tiie provinces ; all thefe caufes had alienated hum 
entirely from them, and had begotten in his dark 
tevengeftil mind, a degree of hatred and refent- • 
ment, which neither time, repentance, nor faith- 
ful fervices, could erafe. 

These noblemen had been difappointed of the 
private, as well as public advantages which they 
expedted to derive from the removal of Granvelle. 

Viglius 

^ The Baron de Montigny, at this time in Spain. 

* Brandt, Mctercn, &c. 

7 'i he counts Arcmberg and Megen. 
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BooKVn.Viglius and count Barli^nont were equally their 
^—v--^ enemies as the cardinal, and equally difpofed to 
'^ * put malicious interpretations on their condu£t. In 
thefe they ware powerfully feconded by Granvelle ; 
who, fome time after his leaving the Netherlands, 
had been called to Madrid, where he enjoyed his 
wonted influence. This he did not fail to employ 
againfi his enenues in the Netherlands; and he 
found it eafy to perfuade the king, that in fecret 
they had been abettors of all the difturbances which 
had arifen. Philip was therefore fired with indig- 
nation agdnft them, and refolved fooner or later to 
make them feel the wdght of his refentment. At 
prefent, however, he thought it neceflary to conceal 
his fentiments : and in his anfwer to the account of 
the late tranfadtions tranfinitted to Mm by the re- 
gent, he exprefled Ks gratitude for the zeal that 
had been discovered in his fervice, and exhorted 
her, and the governors of the provinces, to continue 
their endeavours to allay the tumults in the bcft 
manner wHch the prefent circumilances would per- 
mit. 

Forceiieii. WiTH this aufwcr he fent money, and an order 
for raifing a body of catholic troops, upon whofe 
fidelity he could depend for^n abfolute compliance 
with his will. 

The regent was not remifs in executing this or- 
. der. She immediately levied a body of cavalry, 
and five regiments of infantry ; of which (he gave 
the command to the counts Erbeftain, Charles of 
Mansfelt, Reuls, baron Schomberg, and the Sieur 
de Hierges, (on of count Barlaimont. 

The prince of Orange and the counts Horn and 
Egmont could eafily difcern the defign of this ar- 
mament j and they declared their difapprobation 
of it in the council, as a meafure calculated to re- 
kindle the flames of difcord and fedition. 

They 
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They were at the lame time infomied by let- Book VH- 
ters from the marquis of Mens, and the baron of ^""'"YT^ 
Montigny, that whatever public anfwer had been oir^Tci^ 
fcnt from the court of Spain to the dutchefs of «[p^^^p'* 
Parma, it was known to every perfon at Madrid, * ^'^ 
that the king was hi^y offended at the conceiTi- 
ons wUch fhey had made lately to the proteftants. 
That they were confidered as fomenters of the tu- 
mults, and encouragers of herefy. That the king 
and Ws minifters talked now more explicitly than 
they had hitherto done. The conipromife had no 
other name given it but that or a confpiracy ; 
and the popular infurredions were never men- 
tioned but as an open rebellion. There was no 
longer any room to doubt that the king, by the 
advice of Granvelle and Alva, was deternuned 
to wreck Ms refentment on all concerned, and 
particularly on them, whom he confidered as the 
moft guilty. And although at firft domefSc 
forces only were to be employed, yet their ope- 
rations would foon be feconded by thofe of 
Sp^. 

The prince of Orange had feveral times de- 
fired leave of the regent to refign his employ- 
ments ; alleging, that it was impoffible for him 
at once to difcharge his duty to his country, 
and to fatisfy the Idng. The regent had as 
often refufed to confent to his requeft ; and had 
accompanied her refufal with expreffions of high 
r^ard, and with intreaties that he would not 
forfake her at a time when his affiftance was 
more than ever neceffary. On the prefent oc- 
caiion he made the fame application to the 
king, who gave him the fame anfwer, and em- 
ployed the fame expreflions of regard and con- 
fidence. • 

But 

* Beotivoglio. See the letter annexed to William's Apology. 
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Book VII. BuT the prince had received intelligence ' of 
'Philip's moft fecret councils ; and knew that his 
real fentiments were entirely different from thofc 
wWch he profeffed. Through a correfpohdencc 
which he held in France, he had procured a 
copy of a letter to the regent, from Alava the 
Spanifti minifter at Paris, which confirmed the 
information that had been tfanfinitted by the 
marquis of Mons and the baron of Montigny. 
In this letter, Alava particularly infilled on the 
prefent favourable opportunity of eftabliftiing in 
the Low Countries that unlimited authority which 
the king had long fo earneflly defired. He ad- 
vifed the regent, as matters were not yet ripe for 
execution, to meet the fmooth faces of Orange, 
Horn, and Egmont, with the feme artifice which 
they had employed ; and concluded with infbmi- 
ing her, that the Idng, who knew them to be 
fomenters of all the difturbanccs which had hap- 
pened, would foon pay them the wages of their 
iniquity ; and had* fwom to punifh tk^m aiul the 
other inhabitants of the Netherlands in the moft 
exemplary manner *. 

1567. This letter the prince of Orange communi- 
ft**De^c' ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ brother count Lewis, and to the 
Boode. counts Egmont, Horn, Hoogibraten, and feveral 
others of the nobility ; who met together in 
Dendremonde, to deliberate concerning the mca- 
fures which it would be proper to purfue. 
Count Lewis, who was naturally bold and ar- 
dent, urged that they fhould immediately incite 
the people to take up arms ; but his brotfier the 
prince of Orange difapproved of this prqpofel, and 
obferved, that* if they fhould begin to wage war 

b 

* The concluding words of the letter arc, " in a manner, 
** that would make the ears of all Cbriliendom tingle, even 
*' though it fhould put in danger all the rellof hisdomiiik>D«/' 
Brandt, 216. Rcidanus, p. 3. Mcterfn, lib. ii« 
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in the prefent fituation of affairs, they would nej-BoofKVIL 

ther be able to carry it on with fuccels, nor to juf- 7^^ 

tify their eondudt in undertaking it. That the-in- ^5 7* 
quiiition and edidts were in efFe£t abolifhed ; and 
a reafonable liberty allowed in matters of religion. 
That, confidering the tumults which had been ex- 
dted, the regent could not be greatly blamed for 
raiiing forces ; cfpecially fince fhe had levied none 
but mch as, were natives of the Netherlands. At 
prefent they could not allege any good reafon for 
having recourfe to arms; but he beHeved that ere 
long the bett and ftrongeft reafons would not be 
wanting. And in the mean time his advice was, 
not only to be on their guard themfelves^ but like- 
wife to awaken in the people a fenfe of the danger 
with which they were threatened, that they might 
be prepared for entering upon adtion when the pro^ 
per feafon (hould arrive. 

Had count Egmont been of the fame opiniort 
with the prince of Orange on this occafion, it is 
not to be doubted that all who were prefent would 
have concurred in the meafures wWch he advifed ; 
and confidering the greatnefs of their power and 
popularity, they might have induced the king to 
drop his plan, by making him fenfible of the diffi- 
culty of carrying it into execution. 

But they were all exceedingly difapfJointed 
when they heard count Egmont declare, " That 
far from taldng part in any meaifure that might be 
ofFenfive to the king, he looked upon every fuch 
meafure as equally imprudent and undutiful. That 
from the enormities which had been committed, 
the king had fome reafon to entertain fufpicions ot 
their vigilance. That, for his own part, he was re- 
folved, if poflible, to wipe out thefe fufpicions, by 

Vol. L O ' exerting 



194 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BooKVIf. exerting himfelf ftrenuoufly to reduce the people 
^--"vp-'to a flSte of perfedt tranquillity and obedience^ 
*^^" ^vhich if he and the other governors could accom- 
plifti in their refpeftive provinces, he believed they 
fhould hear no more of the Spanifh forces ; for af- 
ter what the king had repeatedly told him when 
in Spain, he could not regard what he had heard 
of his intention to rob the Netherlands of their li- 
berty." 

The prince of Orange and the other ctifoontent* 
ed lords fpent feveral hours in attempting to bring 
him over to their ojrinion, but in vain. Although, 
ad is above related, the count had received fufficient 
proof of Philip's infmcerity in his difoourfe with him 
at Madrid, yet the concern which he had appeared 
to take in the intereft of his family, jdned to his 
profeffions of perfonal attachment, had impofed up- 
on him fo fer as to prevent him from perceiving 
the danger to which he was expofed ^ 

The nobUi- Thus difappointcd of the adUlance of a peribii 

l^iih'thll re- ^f ^^ g^^^ influence, the other lords faw that no- 

f«nt. thing remained for tliem, but to conciliate Philip's 

favour, by an adive concurrence with the regent 

in the meafures which (he was about to employ fw 

the perfect fettlement of the country. 

Hcrfucceft A GREAT deal had been already done for this 
ITngTe'ie. ^^^ ^V ^^^ govcmors of the provinces ; but matters 
formcri. wcrc not yct entirely upon the footing on which the 
regent delired to have them placed. The zeal of 
the reformers burnt with too much violence to be 
reftrained by the authority of the magiftrates, and 
ftill continued to difcover itfelf in the moft unjufti- 
fiable irregularities ; particularly in the city of Va- 
lenciennes, where the common people had almoft 
univer(ally embraced the reformation. The ftrength 

and 

^ Eentifoglio. 
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flid pEspckcfiXB or rac err-, rs rc23crcrixe5»^*»"3. 
to Fnaoe; wai re ».jLaL*TL i 'rvy -^er -±1: r^j 
pk hdd wttoc g m fTATf ri d:ur i±:gax:s> v^s^ 
powerfbl modvcs ^w^ ra: rt£=: rr ;v:'>. ' ^^ ^.i 
mye z gvii£aa priced rs 'tl crczpctei cc ^-ci 
ttDGpB vlidi bad htrrr ^* 7 rcvd See vi:Ved :> 
hive haid thm a tt y-ff s ^ wis :bst cxs^cn at rh« is- 
habftants; bat fnfrg ds*? it cii ry-^-t be yrrrri- 
cd, (be dodzred ^ecz rebels :? -±1= -^^^^- -^r.d :r- 
dered the lord cf N^irAirrrfS :: Seire^e •j>e t?':rr^ 
The cozens fsenjcd *: £n: rsi":I.-ed :r ifc-iJ 
diemJclTcs ; bjt vhsi r>rr l= vr tbe bisreries r^j-^-h- 
to play, their courigc feik^ ^^ tbsy r^rr^nde^l 
the cipr at ^crc::c::. Niirchanrcs :>d iconer en- 
tered it, dfim he crdercd ie govcnrr and his lo:^, 
Ac proteitant minifters, a.Td leveri! of ie inhibl:- 
ants who had been ^Jie moii acVrvc in :he hte dil- 
turbanccs, to be put to dcarh ; aner which, hiv- 
ing prdn^ted the pubhc exenxfe of the refornied 
religion, he left a Itrong ganifon in the place, un- 
clcr the command c^ a ri^ catholic. 

The fuccefs of the regent's arms filled the pro- 
tellants with terror, and irifplred the catholics with 
frefh courage and refolution. She was not leis 
fuccefsfiil in Toumay, Bois le Due, and m.;ny 
other places. She even perfuaded tlie city of Ant- 
werp to receive a garrifon, by means of which the 
catholic psktty acquired fo great authority, and tlie 
reformers were lb much intimidated, that, with- 
out oppofition, fhe banilhed all the protcftant 
preachers, and abolirtied the exercile of tlieir reli- 
gion ^ 

Count Brederode and fome others of the confc- Count Bm- 
derated lords had recourfe at this time to their fiift '*'"^*- 
O a cxjxxlicnt 

^ BentivogliOi p. 47. 
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Book VII. expedient of a petition or remonftrance. B'lt nei- 
^^ I'"" 'ther the regent nor the confederates were now in 
^^ '^' the fame fituation as formerly. She had no longer 
any reafon to be afraid of them, fmce ftie was fo 
well provided with an armed force ; and many of 
them having before this time become fenfible of 
their weaknefe, had ftudied to convince her that 
they were now entirely devoted to her fervicc. 

Count Brederode defired to be admitted into 
her prefence^ but this (he refufed ; and vouchfafed 
no other anfwer to his petition, but " That he, and 
thofc who concurred with him, had wrefted her 
conceffions into a fenfe which (he had never meant; 
and, by encouraging riots and tiunults, had broken 
th^ir agreement with her, and thereby forfeited their 
title to complain •^." 

From this anfwer Brederode perceived there was 
no other refource left Mm but force of arms. Re- 
folved to try his fortune in this way, he went im- 
me<£ately into Holland, and having drawn together 
a body of troops, he fortified himfelf in the town 
of Vianen, But the counts Aremberg and Megen 
coming fuddenly upon him^ he was foon reduced 
to the neceflity of retiring into Germany. He re- 
turned to the Low Countries in the year following, 
and died in the town of HarnhofF^. He was a per- 
fon much refpefted by the proteftants, but appears 
to have poflefled more zeal than capacity, and to 
have been in no refpedl qualified to be tfie leader 
of a party. 

Ti^V^- After count Brederode was expelled, the re- 

Z. ' " formers had no where courage to lift their heads. 

The ftorm which had raged with fo much fury 

was fucceeded by a perfcdl calm. The churclies 

were 

* Brandc and Bentivoglio. < Brandt- 
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rqxured, the altars reftored, the images re- Book VII. 
jdaced, and the magiftrates refpefted and obeyed, ~ ^^^ 
in tbc fame manner as before the ifturbances be- ^ ^' 
gan ; yi/tilc the difcontented lords feemed now to 
have no other ambition, but to furpais one another 
in giving proo& of their attachment to the regent, 
and rfthdr 2eal in the fervice of the church and of 
the king ^. 

* Beativoglio, p, 48. 
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WHILE the dutctefs of Parma was thus fuc- BookViii. 
cefefully employed in quieting the difturb- < — v"~^ 
anoes in the Netherlands, PWlip was only deli- pjjjf^7^*j, 
berating on the fubjeft. The regent had joined om at thp 
with the confederated lords in reprefenting, that his spab^^ 
prefence would prove the moft effedtual remedy for 
the evils which prevailed j and this was the opinion 
too of fome of his Spanilh minifters. He had long 
talked as if he intended to be direfted by their coun- 
ffel. He had even given orders for preparing (hips 
for Ks voyage, and all Europe was in expeftation 
of its taking place. But if he was ever ferious in 

Eropofmg it, he was eafily induced to lay it afide, 
y the dread of thofe inconveniences or dangers 
with which he apprehended it might be accompani- 
ed. Thefe inconveniences and dangers would have 
been difregarded by the late emperor ; who under- 
took 



200 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

^^^J^^^-took a journey to the Netherlands, and put him- 
.-5-^ felfin the power of Francis, his rival and antagor 
nift, in order to quell an infurredion in the city of 
Ghent. But Philip had neither the fame perfonal 
courage and adtivity as Gharles, nor that degree of 
afte6tion for his fubjefts in the Low Countries, 
which was neceflary to make him expofe himfelf 
to danger on their account j and through his whole 
reign he chafe rather to iffue forth orders from his 
cabinet, than to execute his fchemes in perfon *. 

Philip re- Having therefore refolved not to go to the Ncr 
thlTukc o" therlands himfelf, it remained for him fo determine, 
AW. to the whether heftiotild fend thither an army, to compel 
^4,"' the people to fubmit to his will, and to puni(|i them 
for their difobedience ; or (hould liften to their re- 
monftrances and complaints. His counfellors dif- 
fered widely in their opinions from each other. The 
duke of Feria and the prince of Evoli advifed him 
to abolifli the inquifition and edidts, and to make 
trial of gentler and more indulgent methods of 
dealing with thie ref9rmers j fmce he had fufficient- 
ly experienced that fevere ones >yere not likely to 
be attended with fuccefs. But the duke of Alva^ 
on the other hand, and cardinal Granvelle, repre- 
fented, that nothing but too much lenity in the 
treatment of the heretics in the Low Countries had 
been the caufe of that infolence, and thofe enormi- 
ties, in which they had difcovered an equal con- 
tempt of the true religion and of the royal autho- 
rity. This was not the proper feafon, they alleg- 
ed, for the exercife of clemency. The lung had 
too long received laws from the Netherlands, in- 
ftead of giving them. The people in thefe pro- 
vinces had long and loudly boaftcd of their privi- 
leges. If they were not fpeedily^chaftifed for their in- 
folence and pr(?fumption, they would erelong difpute 

the 

* Bcntivoglio, ann, 1 567. Hcrrcra, lib. ix. 
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the king's having any right to command them^ and BookVIU. 
fbmi thcmfclves into an independent ftate, in op- "75677* 
pofition to A«ff, as the Swife Cantons had done for- 
merly In oppofition to his German anceftors ; or, 
which was ftili more likely, the prince of Orange, 
and the counts Egmont and Horn, would, under 
the pretence of defending the liberties of the peo- 
ple, reduce them under their own power, and di- 
vide the feveral jMrovinces as a prey among them- 
felves. Befides, what happier opportunity, faid 
Alva, can be wiflied for than the prefent, for in- 
troducing an army into the Low Countries, in or- 
der to eftablifh the royal authority there on the 
Tame defirable footing as in Spain and Italy **. 

No arguments could be better fuited to the tem- 
per and inclinations of the king ^ and accordingly, 
without further hefitation, he refolved to fend to 
the Netherlands a ftrong and well difciplined ar- 
my, under the command of the duke of Alva, 
whom, from long experience, he knew to be qua- 
lified in every refpedt for executing the plan of ty- 
ranny and oppreflion which he was determined to 
purfue. 

In the mean time the dutchefs of Parma had re- The regent 
duced the afEeurs of the Low Countries into the fitu- JhTut".. 
ation which is above defcribed. She fent fpeedy 8»»"* »^ 
information to the king of the fuccefs with which 
her ci)id^vours had been accompanied ; and repre- 
faitcd to him, that there was not now the leaft oc- 
^fioa for the army which he had begun to pre- 
pare, fmce tlie tumults were allayed, the rioters 
Puaiflied, the heretics filenced, the church rein- 
Aatcd in its wonted authority, garrifons put into 
fofpeded places, and the whole country fettled in 
? iiate of perfedt order and tranquillity. 

Had 

^ Bcntivojlio. 
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BookVIII. Had Philip been in reality influenced by the 
^""J767^ motives which he pretended, he would, on re- 
piuhV* ceiving this intelligence, have countermanded the 
motiyes. QfJers which he had ilUied for the march of the 
troops. But in iffuing thefe orders it is impof- 
fibk to believe, that he was prompted either by 
zeal for religion, or concern for the welfare of lus 
Flemilh fubje<SVs ; but partly by the ambition of 
eftabliftung among them a de^tic government 
on the ruins of their ancient conftitution, (a mca- 
fure which the diftance of the Netherlands from 
his feat of empire muft have rendered pecuUarly 
defirable to a prince of fo imperious a temper) 
and partly by an implacable refentment againft 
the prince of Orange and the other lords, who 
had (^fcovered a jeaioufy of his defigns. 

Regardless therefore of the diange which 
the affairs in the Netherlands had lately under- 
gone, Philip perfilled in his purpofe. The duke 
of Alva went by fea for Italy, and thence^ after 
having aflembled the feveral bodies of troops 
which were cantoned there, amounting to dgit 
thoufand foot and one thoufand five hundred 
horfe, he direfted his march towards the Low 
Countries, firft through the territories of Ae duke 
of Savoy, and then through Burgundy and Lor- 
rain. His army was augmented on its mardi, 
by the addition of three hundred Burgundian ca- 
valry, and four thoufand German foot, and foon 
reached the province of Luxemburg, without 
meeting with any moleftation by the way. After 
putting garrifons in fome of the frontier towns, 
he fet out for Bruflels, where he arrived in the 
month of Auguft one thoufand five hundred and 
fixty-feven ^. 

His 

^ Herrera, lib. ix. c. 3. 
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His arrival fpread great conftemation and afto-P^^*^'- 
nifliment over all the provinces. Many thoiifand ^"7567!^ 
peribtid had before this time left the Netherlands ^ Tbe «fto. 
among whom was the prince of Orange, who, hav- "iS^rbV 
ing long ibrefeen the impending llorm, had with- t^c tnivai 
drawn with his family and friends to his county SJc^*^" "* 
of Na^au in Germany. He knew well how in- "d«« 
veterate thofe prejudices were, which the king 
had for feveral years entertained againft him ; 
and could not account for his fending to the 
Low Countries fo formidable an army, command- 
id by a man fo tyrannical as Alva, without fup- 
pbfing that he was determined to rule the peo- 
ple with a rod of iron ; and, at the fame time, 
to wreck his vengeance upon him, and all fuch 
of the nobility as had ventured to difpute his 
will. 

The jwince would gladly have prevailed upon Theprinc« 
count Egmont to accompany him, and endeavour- °/ti,^"f 
cd to open his eyes to the approaching danger, cewuny. 
He repeated the evidence which he had formerly 
kud bo&re him of the king's intentions, and he 
reminded him of the imperious character of Alva ; 
who, from being their enemy and rival, was be- 
cbrhe'Aeir iiiafter, and would not fail to em- 
ploy -his 'power to accomplilh their ruin. But 
count' Etemoht was the father of a numerous fa- 
mily, '\mifch he could not fupport with dignity 
in Btiy cither country but the Netherlands. Con- 
(bi6us'-too of his fidelity, and of the important 
(erviijcs Whteh he had peiformed to the king, he 
zGoXd hot' be perfuadcd that Philip was infmcere 
n thc'prbfeffions of friendfhip which he had made 
to hirn in" Spain ; nor could he believe that he 
(vould indulge his refentment any farther, than 
to punifh ^fhofe who had been concerned in the 
late dlfordcrs. 

The 
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Book VIII. The prince of Orange finding the count in- 
""T^^T^ flexible, left him, with thefe words: ** You ^e 
the bridge, count Egmont, by which the duke of 
Alva will pafs into the Netheriands, and he vnll 
. no fooner pafs it, than he will break it down. You 
will repent of defpifing the warning which I have 
given you, but I dread that your repentance will 
be too late." 

In the interval between the departure of the 
prince of Orange in April one thoufand five hun- 
dred and fixty-feven, and the arrival of the diikc 
of Alva in the month of Auguft following, count 
Egmont perceived his importance much diminilh- 
ed ; but he refolved to fubmit to his prefent dif- 
agreeable fituation, and even humbled himfclf b 
far as to receive and welcome Alva in the province 
of Luxemburg, where he made Mm a prefent of 
; two fine horfes, as a mark of his defire to live with 
I him on amicable terms. Alva received this pre- 
fent with the haughtinefs that was natural to him ; 
but in all his behaviour towards the count, he cfif- 
fembled his intention, till the time was come when 
he refolved to put it in execution. 

imprifon. Qne of his firft a6ls after he came to Bruflfels 
wumtEg/ was, to caft both count Egmont and count Horn 
mont aod jnto prifon. As the deed itfelf was tyrannical, fo 
the manner of it was infidious. Count Egmont^ 
having been firft deceived himfelf, was empbyed 
to draw count Horn into the fnare **, When Alva 
found that their apprehenfions were laid afleep, he 
September, dcfircd One day that they would come to his houfci 
to give him their opinion with regard to a dtadd 
which he propofed to build in Antwerp ; and after 
the bufmefe for which they had been called was 
over, they were carried on different pretences into 
feparate apartments, count Egmont by Alva him- 
felf, and count Horn by his fon Frederic de To- 
ledo. 
^ Scradai p. 215. 
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leda « Count Egmont,- faid Alva, " deliver ^^^;^- 
your fword ; it is the will of the king that you \^t-;-^ 
give it up, and go to prifon." The count, afto- 
niihed at this unexpedted declaration, would have 
attempted to efcape ; but obferving himfelf imrne- 
diatdy furrounded by Alva's guards, he delivered 
Ksfworf, faying, " By this fword the caufe of the 
king has been oftener than once fuccefsfully de- 
fended*." Both he and count Horn protefted, 
that, as knights of the Golden Fleece, they could 
be judged only by their peers, and imprifoned 
only by their authority. But no regard was paid 
to this proteilation. They were hurried away to 
priibn, in a place at a diflance from Bruflfels, and 
out of the confines of the province where they 
icfided ; in violation of a facred privilege, which, 
by a fundamental law, belonged even to the low- 
eft of the people ^ 

Intelligence of this event (which was imme-The peopu 
[fiatcly followed by the imprifonment of count fe^^" p/,u 
Egmont*s fecretary, the lord of Beckerzal, and fe- 
ircral other perfons of diftindtion) was foon con- 
ireyed to the remoteft corners of the Netherlands, 
ind filled the minds of the catholics as well as 
3roteftants with the moft difquieting apprehcnfK)ns. 
[t was no fecurity, they faw, againft the king's 
refentment, to have actfiered to the i^rrjfcJlion of 
the catholic faith, nor even to have been adtivc in 
sppofing the reformers. None were confcious of 
(o much merit of this kind, and none had diftin- 
guUhed themfelves fo highly in the fcrvicc of the 
idng, as thofe illuftrious perfons who were now do 
voted to deftruftion. Men therefore of all rank« 
were greatly alarmed, and began to abandon their 
habitations ; and it was computed that, at this time, 
and a little before Alva's ariival, mr)rc than a 

hundred 

« Strada, p. 21 j. ^ Grotius and Ucntivo^I.<^ 
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BookVIII. hundred thoufand perfons fled into foreign parts. 

'^ilij^ Great numbers of thefe were the raoft induftrious 
of the people, who transferred their knowledge of 
arts and manufaftures into the countries which 
gave them refuge ; and thereby enriched the do- 
minions of Philip's enemies whilft they impoverifli- 
ed his own ^, 

The dutch. The imprifonment of the count&Horn and Eg- 
iw^/t^'thT* niont was matter of furprife to no perfbn (b mudi 
Neiber. as to the regent. Philip had affured her, that al- 
**"**'* though he had conferred on Alva the cornipand cS 
the army, yet the authority of regent was ftill to 
remain in her hands; and the royal commiifion 
which Alva produced on his firu arriyaly was 
agreeable to this declaration. But (he could not 
perfuadc herfelf that the duke would havje prefum* 
ed to make fo violent an encroachment oh her 
prerogative, by the imprifonment of two of the 
firft perfofis in the date, unlefs he had been in- 
vefted with an authority much fuperior to Aat of 
which (he had been informed. The king had not 
been ingenuous, (he fufpefted, in his condu6t to- 
wards her, and had conferred powers on Alva by 
which her authority as regent was impaired. This 
(he confidered as a proof that Philip had liftened 
to the calumnies of her enemies, and did not re- 
pofe in her that truft and confidence which (he was 
confcious her zeal to promote hi$ interett had dc- 
ferved. She judged that it would be derogatory 
to her honour, to remain any longer in the Ne- 
therlands ; and immediately applied for liberty to 
retire. After repeated folicitations, (he at length 
obtained permiflion, and left Bruffels in the begin- 
ning of the year one thoufand five hundred and • 
fixty-eight, much regretted by all the inhabitants 
of the Low Countries, and particularly by the pro- 
teftants, to whom her adminiftration appeared mild 

and 
* Van Meteren, p. 80. 
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^joik, mbm ^ 

heynd taSaa ^ 

Aftek Ac i 
be snthoniy 
landscf AKm^ aad ir*' 
le pubGfliod, h ftppecrs 
nm wiui faEgJiKr pow^czs t^ 
[lowed oa any foRQcr ^'T'TiiTc 
libber than as finrrrgz cr ibi Lc^ T-xxirrci ^it 
bad a i^^ to bc&ra", i:ii ^s^^t --rsr. - iur^irl's-i 
of aD die laws aad pcrrlcgs » dsi: ic as rg^gi- 
ration he had kknzLr zjzsri zz —SL—iir' zsiz 
befixe dns time hi bid hsd r=c:i=i ^ ±ar nit- 
thod of juflif) i ng hLq:frr, jf ^^vi. Jie ^xxr-es u: 
die Romifli dnirch hsrt l: :f^ im.Iisi tid.- 
lelves ; he had obtaiiicd n^ici -ir p-joc h z^pezSir- 
tion from Ks oath, asi -•-. 1:.- g^r ^y^-yhr hs z:- 
tention to cfiabSfh a irbr^'z z'-tzzzz^tzr, - int 
Nedierlands, on the r£r-5 :f -re *ra^^t-r: -riri-.- 
tion. Befides the abxx^ic c:ci=src cc -re srz: . 
Alva*8 conunitfico bort, ia: re itna 3C c:c£^- 
red upon him the prefiicncr c: -jk rxts -,: -:ir. -. 
of flatc, of juftkc, 2-'d ±e £z^~i'es ; '*.":i f. . 
powec to punilh or lo paricn crjrzits, 'A *• tr/ iir- 
as he fliould judge to be ex^xidir: - 

Ha began lis adm'niilr^tlo-:! -sris. p ."^i -''-:ia a 
dedaiation^ that a mor/.h incilc bt ali ^ td : /±,t 
l ef biinci s for preparing to leave :re c- -.--j^ . -^ /J:- 
out receiving during 4a: ip^ict ar^j v.-:;,!: j^ nr^r*- 
leftationj and at ths lame :LT.e he Lr^ti Actk 
orders to the inquifitors to prccetd L'nn'.eiitt.y It 
the execution of the ed'cts v^-.th th^ u:.-noit rigour. 

To affift and encourage thei'e ir.en :n *ht er^-'n^^-'^* 
dfe of their office, he inft:tu*f:d a n*^* co ir.cii, to 'i!^" '" 
which he gave the name of :he Cour.c'I of T "i.-r, .:!*s 
wluch he appointed to take c'.gr.:zance of tht late 

diforders, 

^ Bcodvoglio ir.d S;rada. 
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BookVIII. diforders, and to fearch after and punifli all thofc 
^1567^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ concerned direftly or indiredUy in 
promoting them. This council confifted of twelve 
perfons, the greateft part of whom were Spaniards. 
The duke was the prefident himfelf, and in his 
abfence, Vargas, a Spanilh lawyer, diffinguilhect 
above all his countrymen by Ws avarice and cruelty L 

^rftdeed One of the firft deeds of this tribunal, which 

cii. *~°"' might well be called, as the Flemings termed it, 

the Council of Blood, was to declare. That to have 

f)refented, or fubfcribed any petition againft the 
ate erection of biftioprics, or againft the edifts 
and inquifition, or to have permitted the exercife 
of the new religion under any pretence whatever; 
or to infmuate by word of mouth or writing, that 
the king has no right to abolifli thofe pretended 
privileges which have been the fource or fo much 
impiety, is treafon againft the king, and juttly me- 
rits the fevereft punilhment he (hall be pleafed to 
inflidt K 

Theperfe- ' Xhe govcmor had already difpofed Ws army in 
fuch a manner as he thought would moft efFedlually 
fecure the execution of this cruel, undiftinguiJhing 
refolution of the council. In Antwerp he built a 
citadel, and compelled the inhabitants to defray the 
expence which this inftrument of their own flavery 
had coll him. He began to build citadels in other 
places ; and, in the mean time, he fpread his troops 
over the country in fuch formidable bodies, that the 
people, over whom they exercifed the moft oppref- 
five tyranny, either forfook their habitations, or 
gave themfelves up to defpair. Above twenty 
thoufand perfons efcaped at this time into France, 
England, and the proteftant provinces of Germa- 
ny *. Great numbers were prevented from flying, 
and feized whilft they were meditating flight by 
the cruel hand of the perfecutor. The innocent 

were 
* Brandt, p. 260, 265, &c. Van Mcteren, lib. iii. 
^ Van Metereo, lib. in. p. 66. ^ Brandt and Bentivoglio. 
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Were ovcrvhsiiosd w\^ b:rr:r c tc Lrr: -' tt^ ^-^ "^' 
dreadful puniilimeaiiirjEifii ic -ji F"--"' l-: **"tT* 
lamented that this :-.ct 5:»::ni^^ - litt^ 
much diffingifkhed fjc rx — iii^-^if :£ — r: irr- 
mcnt and the happ.::«^ :c ±i ptx* t. j:5:::..i t.. v 
prefent no other oc-ecit: tc-b". i»— ^:.r^i" tt.j:., 
impnlbniiient^, az-i biiioi '^ 

There was i*^ inirtiiicQ =.i.jt ;.- izt^ It :. :r 
n>ndition. Peribcs in rgr tirliif: •-- . z:rr:: 
worn out, and reaiy ::• I-l-. ^r itr -.iii t ::"t:. . tr: 
jf age ; pertens of "ijt 'iiTJtr: ri.:L£- u v :.. :.: -.at 
bwdft of the psopl^ :cr tat Ijz-jr: r rit^-cr. 
md fomciimes cvi- cri bi:e .'-:';:>i:-.:c- v^t L-.iir 
facrificed to the rapscir.' i^i :r'-t-~." :c "jx z: ::- 
nor and his aJbcut es 

Althougk bi the ip«=i* :.f * rV^ nr.— rs .r>i-»T. ur 
ivards of eighteen h;r-jdirsd perlicis ?j5trt^ 7 'rut l\]^ 
land dF the execu:icccr ; tsi -jx i^jsi :•' .-^vi. i «=. 
thirft of blood was rr>: iLzar.tL tr^XJ^n 7 trt 
not brou^t in lb fail, rrx i^:zt± 's- {j:r. ^: -:- 
Jerable numbers, as bt ttvzti Tht '.r:\ '£ 
Carnival was apprQiuh:r.g, -arxr. -k ex:>t:%'i ^'ii' 
!ic fliould find ihe ref jrnvir- .:£" f/t r ?-sjd T 'rr . 
HTOuldthen leave their frr-Lk^ig-z-Lctl. r.-t f.v:^.'- 
ed, and vilit their farilier. i.-i* :->^ civ/.. -:■ 
were immerled in nrrh ar.d dLI:is.-..r. Ci v_i 
xcafion his foldiers, acc-.Tipan cd 1;. v.t j:t-:> 
tors, like fo mar.y wolves. Aere :r. ..c'^ '-"'-'2: 
the prote(tantS; who were ftized ":' •'t rr. -liit .:" 
the ni^t in their beds, ar*d {-irxTi thermit cr^^gg'td 
to priibns and dungeons. 

Many >fcho had been onl / or.::e prcf^rrt at •>>'; 
protellant airemblies, even a/Jv/j^. *sr.'< -Vi^jlz'A 
their faith in the cailiolic religon to be f.m i^ i 
unihaken, were hanged or drowned ; \^h It th.:: 
who profeiTed themulves to be proteftants ^^ rt- 

VoL. I. P i-:t:J 

" BcDiivoglio, p. ;8, 
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Bookviii. fufcd to abjure their religion, were put to the ract, 
"^-p^^^^ in order to make them difcover their affociates ; 
they were then dragged by horfes to the place of 
execution, and their bodies being committed to 
the flames, their fuflferings were prolonged with 
ingenious cruelty. 

To prevent them from bearing teftimony, in 
the midft of their torments, to tlie truth of their 
profeflion, their executioners were not fatisfied with 
barely confining their tongues ; they firft fcorched 
them' with a glowing iron, and then fcrewed them 
into a machine, contrived on purpofe to produce 
the moft excruciating pain °. 

' It is (hocking to recount the numberlefs in- 
fiances of inhuman cruelty perpetrated by Alva 
and his affociates, efpecially when we confider that 
the unhappy vidtims were not thofe hardened 
wretches, who, by daring and bloody deeds, are 
guilty of violating the laws of nature and huma- 
nity, but were generally perfons of the moll in- 
offenfive characters ; who, having imbibed the new 
opinions in religion, had too much probity to dif- 
guife their fentiments ^ or at the worft, liad been 
betrayed into indifcretiorrs by their zeaJ for propa- 
gating truths, which they believed to be of the 
higheft importance to the glory of God and the 
happinefs of men. 

Alva communicated a great (hare of his favage 
fpirit to the inferior magiftrates; who knew that 
they could not recommend themfelves more ef- 
feftually either to the king or to the governor, 
than by the exercife of rigour and feverity. Se- 
veral of them, however, whofe humanity prevailed 
over the confiderations of fafety and intereft, were 
induced to give the proteftants timely warning to 
withdraw. Even the members of the bloody coun- 
cil began to feel their hearts revolt againtt the reiter- 
ated 
" Bfasdt and Vtn Metereo, p. 69; 
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ated inftances of cruelty, to which their fanftidn Bookviii^ 
was requiredi Some of them applied for difmilfion; ^TX"*^ 
others had the courage to abfent thenifelves ; and ^' 
out of the twelve, of wWch the council was com- 
po(ed, there were feldom above three or four pre-^ 
fent ". 

About this time the magiftrates of Antwerp, Aiva*. ty. ' 
whofe behaviour from the beginning of Alva's i'"o"^*"e1 
adnuniltration had been extremely obfequious, 
thought they might venture to interpofe in favour 
of certain citizens whom the inquifitors had impri- 
foned. Their petition was conceived in the himibleft 
terms; and they reprefentcd, that although the 
perfons for whom they pleaded, had been prcfent 
two or three times in the proteftant aflemblics, yet 
It was only curiofity that led them thither ; they 
were ftill true fons of the church, and faithful fub- 
je<5ts to the king ; and they had remained in the 
country till the time of their imprifonment, on 
the faith of the declaration which the governor had 
made, that they (hould not receive any difturbance 
on account of what had pafled, till the expiration of 
a month after his arrival in the Netherlands^ 

To this petition Alva haughtily replied. That he 
Was amazed at their folly in presuming to apply to 
him in behalf of heretics ; and they (hould have 
reafon, he added, to repent bitterly of their con- 
duft, if they did not aft more prudently in future; 
for they might reft aflured, that he would hang 
them all, for an example to detei* others from the 
like prefumption p. 

P 2 NoTWiTH- 

o This ippcars from the fentcnccs which ihcy pafled. Many 
of thcfc were fubfcribcd only by two or three ; as that, for in- 
fUnce, igainft Antony Van Stralen^ which was figned only by 
Vargas and two others. Except during the firft two or three 
fDonths^ Alva feldom attended, bat all the fentences were die* 
tated by him ; and his prcfence was rendered unneceflary by 
the adive and unrelenting cruelty of Vargas. Grimellonc. 

f Brandt, p. 265 . 
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BookVIII. Notwithstanding this, fome of the catholic 
^^"7^ — ' nobility, and Viglius, who had formerly concurred 
^ ^* in ail the arbitrary meafures of Granvelle, but 
whofe heart melted at the prefent mifery of his 
countrymen, had the courage to remonftrate to 
the king againft the governor's barbarity. Even 
the pope exhorted him to ♦greater moderation. 
Philip, however, refufed to countermand the or- 
ders which he had given, till he fhould hear 
from Vargas ; who advifed him to perfevere in the 
plan which he had adopted, affured him of its 
fuccefs, and at the fame time flattered him with 
the hopes of an inexhauffible fund of wealth that 
would arife from*confifcation. Vargas being fe- 
conded by the inquifitors at Madrid, Philip lent a 
deaf ear to the remonftrance which had been made 
to him ; and the perfecutions were continued with 
the fame unrelenting fury as before ^. 

flifforyof The people of the Netherlands were confirm- 
n Carioi. ^j j^^ ^j^. jgfp^jj. ^f obtaining mercy from Phi- 
lip, by the accounts tranfrnitted to them at this 
time from Spain,, of his cruel treatment of his 
ion Don Carlos. Various relations are given o( 
that tragical and myfterious affair by the con- 
temporary hiftorians ; but the following appears 
the moft confiftent and probable. This young 
prince had from his earlieft youth been noted 
for the impetuofity and violence of his temper ; 
and though he never gave reafon to think fa- 
vourably of his underftanding, or his capacity 
for government^ he had difcovered the moft in- 
temperate ambition to be admitted by Ks father 
to a (hare in the adminiftration of his dominions. 
Philip, whether from jealoufy or a convidtion of 
his fori*s unfitnefs for any important truft^refuf^ 
ed to gratify his ambition,, and behaved towards 
him with diftance and referve ; while he bellow- 
ed 

^ Brandt. Thuanus, c. 43, p, 9. 
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cd all Us cpn£drri':f in ^r^ z, .:- r i- -^ t . ." 
Gomez de Sylvi. ci -rr zr^ sirr -::. _-^ 
againft whom Drc Iir.i. ii.^. - *_ 
count, and parir nici^ic rsr . 7i-i--r- : — 
as foies upon hs r:n;r-n n-i ..^.. 
molt irrecondlibtft rtrirL - r^ — -. " • 

he did not fcr::pi^ ji ufr-rrr 

cenfure the rctiiir^ t nz. :::rir r r- - — 

and particularly -.-rut v:: - u^: - - 

in the Nethc-isiL H* :-: —rr-- - -- 
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ened the dujK :r A.-;. -: : r r: -:,. 
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contents. 
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and diffic^r*-. rrlv.--^ v. :rv .- 
fiom putting tLi -Vtnit : r;.-. -. - - 

ing him of "rr* l-jt^ ? - ■ 
went into Jis cn5--:->r - --.- - .: 
night, attended b> iv-it r - : - ■ 
and guards; ar,i. ir-.rr •*:.:. ■ 
his undutin:: dctavo..', ■-..:- 
come to cxercit bj -jcjtx 
chaitifemcnt. Tber. ra. - 2 - - "' ' ' 
tendants, he cr.rr.rr^r.1-.- r " • - ' '- 

a dark-coloured ni'.-irr. •-? i". i". -. ' • 
guards to watch c'cr ri^r.. '^.'^ " . ' '' 
to his chamber. Tr.* r zr-y' " - -. - - 

was extremely (ho'iked 2.::-,' 

ment, and prayed h::- rVr.v -.: - . - 
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BookVIII. to put an immediate end to his life. He threw 
^■"■^T^^^himfelf headlong into the fire, and would have 
deftroyed himfelf, had he not been prevented 
by the guards. During his confinement, his de- 
fpair and anguifti rofe to a degree of fi-enzy. 
He would faft fometimes for whole days toge- 
ther, then eat voracioufly, and endeavour to 
choke himfelf by fwallowing his vidtuals with- 
out chewing. Several princes interceded for his 
releafe, as did many of the principal Spanilh 
nobles. But the father was relentlefe and inex- 
orable. [After fix months imprifonment, he cauf- 
ed the inquifition of Madrid to pafs fentence 
againft his fon, and, under the cover of that 
fentence, ordered poifon to be given him, which 
in a few hours put a period to his miferable 
fthTMuy. jife^ at the age of twentyrthree ', ] 

Philip had, before this time, given ^. proof 
of the cruelty of his difpofition ; when, as above 
related, he chofe to be prefent at the execution 
pf his proteftant fubjedts in Spain. His fingular 
ponduft on that occafion, and the compofure 
with which he witnefled the torments of the un- 
happy fufFerers, was afcribed by fome to the 
power of fuperilition ; while it was regarded by 
.others, as the moil convincing evidence of the 
fincerity of his zeal for the true religion. But 
his feverity towards his fon did not admit of any 
fuch interpretation. It was confidered by all the 
world as a proof that hi^ heart was dead to the 
fentiments of natural afFedtion and humanity; 
and his fubjefts were every where filled with 
aftonilhment. It ftruck terror in a particular 
manner into the inhabitants of the Low Coun- 
tries i who faw how vain it was to expeft mercy 
from a prince, who had fo obffinately refiafed to 

exeicife 

' Compare Thuanus, lib. xliii. c. 8. with Strada, lib. vii. 
p. 225, &c. 
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txerdfe it towards his own fon ; whofe only crime. Book vi 11. 
they believed, was his attachment to them, and*"J7^'^ 
his compaflioa for their calamities. 

This unhappy people had no refource Ic^ft J^'q!*,'"*^* 
but in the wifdom, public fpirit, and extenfive cited to"** 
influence of the prince of Orange. Soon after ^^^*'" 
the duke of Alva's arrival in the Netherlands, 
William had been cited to appear before him; 
and a declaration had been published by Alva, 
in the name of the king, that m cafe of his ap- 
pearance, the utmoft lenity would be (hewn him. 
But the prince was too fagacious to be caught 
in this fnare. He refufed to obey the citation, 
and ailigned the following reafons for his refufaL 

^ The citation was of fuch a nature,'" he faid, Hcrefuf«« 
** that the duke of Alva could not expedt his'°*'***^* 
compliance with it. It was contrary in feveral 
refpeds to the fundamental laws of the Nether- 
lands; the time allowed him to make his ap- 
pearance was not what the laws prefcribed; and 
was fo (hort, that, confidering his diftance from 
the place of trial, it was utterly impoflible for 
him to appear on the day appointed. The duke 
of Alva was a judge, whofe authority he muft 
on every account decline; fmce, as a knight of 
the Golden Fleece, he could be judged only by 
his peers; and, as an inhabitant of Brabant, by 
his fellow-citizens. It was a breach of his pri- 
vileges to commit the power of judging him lo 
a perfon who was qualified in neitlier of ihefe 
reipeds ; and when injuffice was done him in 
the very nomination of his judge, he had little 
reafon to hope for iuftice in the decifion of his 
caufe ; efjpecially when he confidered, that tlic 
duke of Alva had long been * his perfonal ene- 
my, and had lately without hearing what he had 
to fay in his defence, proceeded on the fupjxv 

fiiioi) 
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BooKvnr. fitioj^ Qf i^js being guilty, and had feized violently, 
^iVesT^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Spain, his fon the count of Buren, 
His fon Mr- who was purfuing his ftudies in the univerfity of 
sltin! Louvain ; trufting for the fecurity of his perfon, 

to his unqueftionable innocence, and the privileges 

of the place where he refided," 

Hiseftatet At the fame time with the prince of Orange, 
confifcatcd. ^j^^ ^^^ ^f Hoogftraten and Culemberg, and fe- 
yeral other noblemen, were cited to anfwer for 
their conduft ^ and, as foon as the (hort term al- 
Jowed to them fof making their appearance was 
expired, Alva pronounced fentence againft them, 
and confifcated their cfFefts. He ordered the 
houfe of count Culemberg in Bruflels to be pulled 
down, becaufe the confederates had fometimes 
held their affemblies in it ; and he declared all 
the eftates of the prince of Orange, who (befides 
his principality in the kingdom of France) pof- 
fefled feveral in the Low Countries, and fbme 
of great extent in Burgundy, to be forfeited to 
the king; a confiderable (hare of the profits of 
which, if we may credit fome hiftorians, he 
either applied to his own ufe, or bellowed on 
the numerous informers whom he employed. 

He employ! Xhe prfncc of Orange was too well ac- 
ccfli'oVof quainted with Philip's inflexible temper, to ex- 
thc em- peft that any conlideration or influence would 
^"^'* prevail with him to redrefs his grievances ; yet, 
that he might more clearly, evince to the world 
the necefljty which he lay under of having recourfe 
to arms, he fent to the emperor Maximilian, a 
particular account of the treatment which he him- 
felf had received, and of the cruelty which the 
duke of Alva was exercifmg againft the people 
of the Netherlands ; and intreated him to employ 
his good offices in his and their behalf. Maxi- 
milian, 
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nilian9 a prince entirely impofite in diarader toBoocvm. 
?lulip9 icadily complied wiui this requelt. To give '^ jg -^ 
us interceffion the greater weight, he made choice '^ 
)f his brother Charles of Auftria for his ambaiTador ; 
md inftrudted him to reprefent, that in his opinion, 
ind that of all the princes in Germany, the prefent 
X)ndu£t of the duke of Alva in the Low Countries 
vas no lefs impolitic than rigid and fevere. 

Philip's anfwer to this remonftrance was fuchP^»V«««- 
is from his well known charafter there was reafonem^wT 
o expeft. The feverities which had been eniploy- 
:d, he (aid, had not yet been found fumcient 
o rcprefe the pride and infolence of his Flemifh 
ubje£ts; and he hoped the emperor would take 
are not to permit any troops to be raifed againft 
dm in Germany by the prince of Orange and his 
iflbciates *. 

So haughty an anfwer, given to a prince of the 
irft rank in Europe, who was Philip's near relati- 
m, demonftrated that it would be vain and inefFec- 
ual to make any further attempt to divert him from 
lis purpofe. It contributed likewife to alienate 
VlaMmilian from his intereft, and thereby facili- 
ated the levies which were foon afterwards made 
n Germany for carrying on the war. 

The prince of Orange, who for feveral months The jmnce 
Mft had been folicited by the Flemifti exiles to take pJJ;".^,, 
xp armjB, would willingly have deferred coro^lying " in^non 
Nith thdr requeft, in expeftation of a more conve-JhcriLir 
lient feaibn, when Philip might be involved in war 
vith fome of the neighbouring nations, and have it • 
efe in his power to beftow attention on tlie Nether- 
ands. But the impatience of the exiles to return 
¥>me, the great additions which the perfecutions 

ha4 

} Fcrrcras, 1568. 
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BooKVin.had made to their numbers, and his dread that 
^_;g ' ' Alva, were he fufFered to proceed, would eftablilh 
his power on too firm a foundation to be fliaken by 
any force which could be brought againil it ; all 
thefe confiderations concurred in determining him 
immediately to begin his preparations. 

In order to r^fe money, he fold his jewels, plate, 
and furniture. His brother, count John of Naffau, 
fupplied him with a confiderable fum, and he re- 
ceived contributions from the Flemifh exiles in 
London, Embden, Cleves, and other places, where 
they had taken (helter. 

iffiftiT'*^^ He was aware how unable the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands were, to refift the arms of Spain, un- 
lefs fupported by fome foreign power. Philip was 
not however near fo formidable at this time as dur- 
ing the life of Mary queen of England, who knew 
no other law but her hulband's will, and never 
icrupled to facrifice the intereils of her people to 
* his ambition. Had Mary been ftill alive, and Phi- 
lip in poffeffion of his former influence over the 
Englilh councils, the inhabitants of the Netherlands 
would have ftruggled for their liberties in vain. It 
was fortunate for them, that the princefe who fat 
from the now upoH the throue of England was led, both by 
EngUnd^ inclination and intereft, to adopt a fyftem of poli- 
tics entirely contrary to that of Mary. For as Eli- 
zabeth had eftablifhed the proteftant religion in her 
own SSminions, (he had before this time (hewn 
herfelf determined to fupport the proteftants of the 
neighbouring kingdoms. She had interefted her- 
felf deeply in the civil wars of France, in favour 
of the Calvinifts, whilft Philip gave a(riftance to 
the oppofite party. And the prince of Orange had 
reafon to entertain the moft fanguine hopes, that 
(he would not remain an idle fpeftator of what 
was paffing in the Netherlands. 

He 
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He had conceived cxpedlations lifcewifc of ob- Bookviii. 
taining fuccour from the French proteftants ; and ^ gg -^ 
with this view had communicated all his meafures to 
iSbax leaders, the prince of Conde and the admiral 
de Coligni. But his chief dependence was upon 
the proteftant princes of Germany, whom, ever 
fincc he left the Netherlands, he had ftrenuoufly 
endeavoured to perfuade, that if they did not exert 
themfelves with vigour, the liberties of the Nether- 
lands would foon be entirely fupprefled ; and the 
trading cities, with the profperity of which the in- 
tercft of the higher provinces of Germany was in- 
feparably connected, would be changed into ftrong 
holds, filled with Spanifh troops, which the duke 
of Alva, as foon as his purpofes in the Low Coun- 
tries were accompliflied, would not fail to employ 
againll the neighbouring powers. 

Prompted by thefe motives, and by zeal for^jjlf^*]^ 
their rel^on, the count palatine of the Rhine, theprincei?"*" 
duke of Wirtemberg, the landgrave of Hefle, and 
fcvcral other princes, refolved to fupport William 
in his intended armament ; and accordingly they 
(iimifhed him with confiderable fupplies of money, 
promifed Wm more, and aflifted him in levying 
troops within their refpeftive territories. 

Whilst the prince was employed in making 
levies in Cleves, Juliers, and other countries ad- 
jdning to Brabant and Guelderland, his brother, 
count Lewis, was no lefs aftive in raifing forces ^""^^^^i* 
in the more northern parts of Germany, and in ga- 
thering together the Flemilh exiles. 

Count Lewis was much fooner ready to take a^rt^" with 
the field than his brother, and he began his march Jhe'iJ^fhtt- 
\ti the end of April or beginning of May. Hei»n^»f 
refolved firft to make an attempt on Groningen ; 

and 
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BookVIII. and for this purpofe he pitched his camp in fuch 

^^■"^■■^a fituation, that whilft he cut off that city from all 

*^ * correfpondence with the neighbouring country, he 

kept a communication open with his friends in 

Germany. 

gains a vie- The dukc of Alva fcut count Aremberg, an 
tS7s7jSi. officer of confiderable reputation, to oppofe lum ; 
Mdi. and ordered count Megen, governor or Guelder- 
land and Zutphen, to march as foon as poffible 
to count Aremberg's affiftance, with a regiment of 
German infantry that was under his conmiand. 
Upon Aremberg's approach, Lewis drew off his 
army to a ftill more advantageous fituation ; and 
encamped on a rifmg ground with a large mora& 
in front. 

The Spaniards gave at this time a ftrildng 
proof of that ferocity and infolence wWch they af- 
terwards difcovered on numberlefs occafions, dur- 
ing the courfe of the prefent war. Having con- 
ceived the moft contemptible opinion of the ene- 
my, they were fired with impatience to engage, 
and as foon as they came in fight demanded the 
fignal of battle. Aremberg endeavoured to re- 
ftrain their ardour, by reprefenting that the enemy 
were fo ftrongly polled, and fo much fuperior in 
number, that it would be impoffible to attack 
them with fuccefs till count Megen (hould arrive. 
But the Spaniards were not difpofed either to re- 
gard his opinion, or to refpedt Ks authority. They 
reproached him with infidelity to the long, and 
accufed him of cowardice and ignorance of the 
art of war. Aremberg had not fufficient ftrength 
of mind to defpife their reproaches. Inflamed 
with indignation at their unworthy treatment of 
him, " Let us march," faid he, *' not to conquer, 
but to be overcome ; and not by the arms of the 
eftemy, but by the nature of the place. We (hall 
be buried in the mud and water before we can 

reach 
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the enemy : but it will foon appear, whether ^^^J^^[JJ^' 
wanting either in courage or fidelity to the 53 

Saying this, he gave orders to advance. The 
irdswere in the front, the Germans in the rear, 
le cavalry was diftributed in different places as 
ound would permit. Lewis rejoiced when he 
lem approaching towards him. He had plac- 
cavalry, under the command of his brother 
Adolphus of Naffau, on the right. On the 
liis main army was covered by a hill, on 
he had planted a ftrong band of mufketeers. 
d him there was a little wood and the waljs 
onvent ; and in his front, the morafe above 
oned, which was almofl impaffable. Yet the 
ards entered it without hefitation, and conti- 
to advance till they were within reach of the 
y's fire. They came to be fenfible of their 
when it was too late. Thofe who had firft 
5d were prevented from returning by thofe 
bllowed, and the farther they advanced, they 
the more expofed to the enemy's fhot, and 
lore entangled in the mud. When they were 
3 fituation Lewis attacked them vigoroufly in 

while his brother broke in upon their flank 
the cavalry. They were cut to pieces almoft 
ut refiflance. Six hundred Spaniards were 
I. The Germans furrendered at difcretion, 
vere difmiffed, after taking an oath that they 
1 never more carry arms for the duke of Alva. 
t Aremberg, finding no room to adt as gene- 
vas obliged to content himfelf with performing 
uty of a common foldier ; and he and count 
plnis rufhkig fiirioufly againft one another, fell 
of them by the other's fword. The Spaniards 
their artillery, baggage, and military cheft. 
battle was fcarcely ended when count Megen 
sd, with fo ftrong a body of troops as would 
been fufficient, if they had advanced in time, 
ave changed the fortune of the day. But 

they 
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Book VIII. they Were not able alone to face the enemy. And 
^-^y^*^ therefore Megen found it neceflary to take (belter 
in Groningen, where he collected the fcattered re- 
mains of the conquered army '. 

AWa'iin- The news of this defeat affedled the duke of 
thiM^tfi!" Alva in the moft fenfible manner. He knew of 
•»• how much confequence it was to any caufe that the 

firft enterprife fhould be attended with fuccefs. He 
confidered that Lewis had but juft entered the Low 
Countries when he had gained a fignal vidory, and 
that the prince of Orange was ready to begin his 
march with a ftill more formidable army than that 
of Lewis. The neighbouring powers, he doubted 
not, would be animated by what had happened, to 
grant the prince thofe fupplies which they had pro- 
mifed him ; and the Flemings would be lefs afraid 
of declaring in his favour. On thefe accounts he 
would have marched immediately into Friefland 
with his whole army, in order to cut off or fcattcr 
the troops under Lewis before his brother (hould. 
The trial of arrive. But he thought it neceflary before he fet 
Kgraont out, to difpatch the trial of the counts Egmont and 
imd Horn. Hom, and fome other lords, whom at his firft com- 
ing into the Netherlands he had thrown into prifon. 
Some of his friends endeavoured to divert him from 
his purpofe, by reprefenting that the prifoners were 
fo many pledges in his hands for the peaceable be- 
haviour of their adherents ; and that putting them 
to death would only ferve to embitter the refent- 
ment of the people, and make them receive the 
prince of Orange with open arms. But he ftill 
perfifted in Ws refolution, prompted, if we may be- 
lieve fome hiftorians, by the apprehenfion that dur- 
ing his abfence the people might take up arms^ and 
releafe the prifoners. But if we may credit others, 
he was influenced rather by revenge than pru- 
dence, 

* BcntivogliOy p. 6y, &c« 
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i^ncc, and could no longer reftrain his fiiry, which BoorVIII. 
was inflamed at this time by the lofs which his ar- ^ ^^ 
my had fuflained in the late engagement. ' ^ 

In one day he ordered eighteen perfons of rank, 
whom the council of tumults had pronounced 
gvulty of fubfcribing the compromife, or of pre- 
[enting remonftrances to the dutchefs of Parma, to 
be put to death. Such of them as died catholics 
tf^ere beheaded, and the reft were committe4' to 
the flames. Cafembrot, the lord of Becfc^'rzel, 
count Egmont's fecretary, who had beencpffdemn- 
ed for figning the compromife, was tortured in the 
moft barbarous manner, to make him accufe his 
Briend and mafter ; and when it appeared that his 
exhaufied body was ready to fink under the tor- 
ments which he fufFered, Alva, enraged that no- 
thing had been extorted from him which could 
juftify the condemnation of the count, gave orders 
that he fliould be drawn afunder by horfes ". His- 
tory fcarcely fumifhes an inftance of fo cruel a pu- 
niihment inflidted for fo flight an offence. 

Such was the prelude to the trial of the counts 
Horn and Egmont, which, followed immediately 
after what has been juft now related. 

Although the condud both of Philip and the 
duke of Alva, in the Netherlands, and particu- 
larly their treatment of thefe two noblemen, liad 
been an open violation of the laws, yet it was 
thought neceflary to employ the farce of a fc^rmal 
trial before their fentence of condemnation was 
[M-onounced. This was intended to leflen the odium 
which might arife from putting to death two fuch 
illuftrious perfons, who were fo exceedingly bclov- 
cd by the people, and had diftinguiftied thcmfclves 

* Griroefione and Beocivogjio. 
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Boonviii. (b highly in the fervice of the king. But it was 
^■*^r*^ accompanied with the contrary effect. It afforded 
*^ ' the two counts an opportunity of placing their in- 
nocence in the cleareft light, and furnifhed the 
world with the moft convincing evidence of Philip's 
lawlefe tyranny and oppreflion. 

^ihiA "** The general charge againft them was, that in 
tbcm. conjunftion with the prince of Orange tJiey had 
formed a plan to abolifti the king's authority in the 
Netherlands ; and the proofs of this charge were, 
firft. That by their contumelious treatment of car- 
^ dinal Granvelle, they had obliged the king, con- 

trary to his inclination, to remove that prelate from- 
the Low Countries. 

2. That they were privy to the confederacy 
which had been formed to oppofe the introdudion 
of the inquifition and edifts ; and although count 
Egmont knew that the lord of Beckerzel had fub- 
fcribed the compromife, he had IJill retained him 
in his fervice. 

3. That tliey had met at Dendremonde, with 
the prince of Orange, count Lewis of Naflau, and 
feveral others, to deliberate about oppofing the en- 
trance of the king's army into the Netherlands. 
And, 

4. That, inftead of punifliing heretics with due 
feverity, they had in fome places granted them li- 
berty to hold open their aflemblies. 

Their de- In anfwcr to thefe accufations, the two lords, af- 
^°"'' ter protefting that, as knights of the Golden Fleece, 
they could not be tried by any other judges but the 
knights of their order, began with declaring, that 
they had never entertained a thought to the preju- 
dice of the king's authority j and that when they 

urged 
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cardinal Granvelle from rx S^rr ^ ; r -:^ -^ 
lievcd, and were ftill pcriuidtc- ^iir zs - 
ivas equally calculated to pr:— r-: ::r :- 
Fthe king and of the prcvr.:rL .«::. .r. 
lew of the confederal;*. \z±- :— i t-ii^r 
icem in it, nor power ■'::E'Ztrr \ '." 

count Egmont had c::.-.r_-r-: -^r 
1 of Beckcrzel, atte: kr.:'^ rx r^ t :.: 
the compromife, fr:~ i iic -: - i: ; 
J unfliaken in his ndt.:; *: ::- .--..- - :. 
kingi of which :hr. -..i.tr:^ :i .- r- 

the ftrongeft privf. i ii.tr.- : . - 
rreat aclivity, ir* df.t'.z.'.:£ -:.: : 
nlaters of the chi::r.-tL- T:r :_: .--: 
prefent at a c:-ferr-:t " 'L'-ir-:- 

count Lewis cf Nili- •.:.: -'^ -:. -' 
hould unite tlie:: er.i;::!' :.*. ". :^- -r- -- 
ice of the Spanilh :r»>--ps . : ."- /.'.r^: 
g to tliat propouu 
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power for the f:.ppre:r.:." :•:' -jf t:' 'r.^ '^'. 

diligent fearch for :hr r.r.t-z. •«.-.: : _• '--.' 
' of them with grea: itvtr.- i.-.: ^ / . - 
had in fome places g:i"/.-i -••*. •-'/-: - 
y to hold their religious i£'t-r.-,-^- -^ -- 
lone fo becaufe they cc-.i r.:: .vrr-. - - - 
snted the demolition of -J-.t :-..-— -r. -^< 
y other mifchievous ert:-.=. v. „-. •—•- . . 
Irongeft reafon to apprehtr.i z:'X'. :.% ^ 
c rage of the reformers. A: v t * •" 

been guilty only of a- er:.: ". .'- ' 
y had lived, and would dit r. *.'.* v. : -. ' 
Vice of the catholic religor.. .-.-': -- ■ 

not been wanting in their dr.y "- vn v ,- .- 
ley had lately given incor/.tv:^-. t r . .^t- ,- . 
r devotion to the king, by t£cr-^ 'j-/^-' . 
hedutchefs of Parma's defire, a:: ^jcz^w vrr 
/^OL. L Q^ ':r. 



226 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BobKViif. theldng in every thing ; and to regard as enemies 
^"JI^^ to the ftate, all thofe whom he fliouTd be pleafed to 
condemn, 

^^T^fi^ While the prifoners offered thefe £ttis(a£t(»7 
^,**' rcafons for their conduA, the molt earned foUcita- 
tions were employed in their behalf. 

The emperor Maximilian, agreeably to the hu- 
manity of his charaAer, interceded with Philip in 
their fevour, and flattered himfelf fo ftrongly with 
the hopes of fuccefs, that, a few days before their 
execution, he fent to inform the countefs of Eg- 
mont, that her fears for her hu(band*s life would^ 
he now believed, be happily difappointed. 

The dutchefe of Parma too, who had never (vJr 
pefted that the complaints which fhe had made 
againft the prifoners during her regency, would 
have been attended with fuch ferious confequences, 
tranfinitted to the king, and feconded a petition 
|[^jJ|J*firom the countefs of Egmont; in wMch, alter re- 
Egmoltl prefenting that her hufband had diflinguifhed him- 
felf above Ws equals, firft in the fervice of the late 
emp)eror, and fince in that of the Idng ; and that 
he had often bora a principal fhare in their wars 
and vidtories both in Europe and Africa ; (he con- 
cluded with intreating, that if, notwithftanding her 
hulband's defence of his conduit, he (hould 
ffiU be found obnoxious to juftice ; yet, on ac- 
count of his former fervices, the king would re- 
member him with mercy, and take into confide- 
ration the deplorable fituation to which (he, and 
her eleven helplefs children, would be reduced^ 
by the ignominious death of her hulband. 

But Hiilip, curfed with the moft unfeeling 
heart, remained relentlefs and inflexible; and^ 
conformably to his orders, Alva pronounced fen- 
tence of death both againft count Egmont and 

count 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAllSf. zzl 

count Horn, in the beginning of June one thou- ^^^^ ^ 
land five hundred and fixty-eight, after they had ^,5^. 
fufiered near nine months imprifonment. The 
ientence was intiniated to them in the middle 
of the night, when they were in bed, by the bi- 
(hop of Ipres. They received the intelligence 
with becoming fortitude and refignation. " I am 
not confcious,** faid count Egmont, " of having 
deiorved fuch hard ulage from the king, whofe 
glory and intereft I have fmcerely ftudied to pro- 
mote. But I will fubmit to my fate with patience ; 
ahhou^ my heart bleeds when I, think ot my wife 
and children.'* 

A FEW hours before his death he wrote to the \^^^l^^^ 
king, ** That although it had pleafed him to or- moni to 
der fentence of death to be pronounced againft *'**'**^* 
him as a traitor, and an abettor of heretics ; yet 
in juffice to Kmfelf he muft declare, that he had 
never failed, in word or in deed, in his duty ei^ 
thcr to him or to the church. I cannot therefore 
doubt, continued he, that when you ftiall receive 
true information of what has pafled in the Low 
Countries, you will be fenfible how unjuftly I 
have been ufed \ having been condemned for do- 
ing what I never did or intended •, and for the 
truth of this, I call Almighty God to witnefs, be- 
fore whom I fliall foon appear. My laft and only 
requeft is, that on account of my former fer- 
vices, and the integrity of my intentions, you 
will take compaffion on my unhappy wife and 
children -, in the hopes of which I will patiently 
fubmit to the execution of the fentence which has Jane ctb, 
been paft againft me «.'* « 5^8. 

Both prifoners had, a few days before, been The«ec«- 
brought from Ghent to Bruflcls. Count Egmont ****"• 

0^2 was 
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BookVIII. was firft eondiufted to the place of execution, with 
^""^C^ Julio Rometo, camp marflial, oi* 6nc* hand, and 
'^ the biftiop of Ipres on the other. The fcaffold 
was covered with black cloth, and furrounded by 
a ftrong guard, confifting of nineteeit complies 
of foldiers. The count went up to the fcaffold 
accompanied only by the bifhop of Ipres ; with 
whom, having difcourfed fome time, (on what 
lubjed we are not told) he kneeled down and 
prayed ; then rofe again, and throwing off Ks 
robe, he wrapped \m heaid and face hi a hand- 
kerchief, and again kneeling down, with his hands 
joined, he in that pofture received the ftrokc of 
the executioner. 

The head and body, and the blood whidi 
flowed from them, were covered with a black 
cloth, to hide them from the view of count Horn; 
who was foon after brought thither, accompanied 
by the fame attendants. Having afcended the 
fcaffold, he inquired whether cotint Egmont was 
already beheaded ; and being toW that he was^ 
" We have not feen one another," fjud he, " fincc 
the day when we were call into prifbn. But from 
our fate> my friends," addreffing Mmfelf to the 
fpeftators, " learn to know the meafure of obe- 
dience required by your fuperiors. If I have ever 
offended any of you, I now afk forgivenefs, and 
befeech you to affift me with your prayers." Then 
having difrobed himfelf, he fubmitted to his fete 
with perfedt compofure and tranquillity. 

The heads were fet up oppoCte to each other, 
on two iron poles, fattened to the fides of the 
fcaffold ; where they remained till the afternoon, 
when they were taken down and delivered, toge- 
ther with the bodies, to the fridnds of the dc^ 
ceafed *. 

TttE 

» Strada. 
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. The unmerited death of thefe two great men *««vnL 
czdted umverfid grief and indignation. Nor could jVss.^ 
the (pefbitors be deterred, by the numerous 
iioops vAidi (unounded them, firom teitifying 
tiicur refentmenL Many of them foigetting the 
danger to wMch they expofed thcmfelves, rulhc 
ed lorward to the (caffold, dipt their faandker- 
dnefs' in the blood, and vowed, in the hearing 
of the Spaniards, that ere long the governor and 
lus aflbdates fliould have reafon to repent of the 
cruel nrarder that had been committed y. 

Count ^mont was forty-fix years of age when^^J^l^ 
he (iiffered. To the moft fplendid bodily accQm-£|i^? 
plifliments, he joined great gentlenefs of manners, 
and the moft engaging affability. From his youth 
he had accompanied the iate emperor in his mili- 
ta^ expeditions, and had on ail occafions ac- 
quitted Umfelf with the higheft honour, while at 
the fame time he renderwl Kmfelf univerfally 
beloved. Of the two viAories which Philip's ar^- 
mics gpned over the French at St. Quintin and 
Gravelines, it is allowed that the one was owing 
in a great meafure, and the other entirely, to 
count Egmont. As aU men were acquainted 
with the advantages which Philip derived from 
thefe vi^orie^ they were (hocked at the un- 
grateful return which he now made to the per- 
fon by whofe valour and conduft they had been 
obudned \ 

After this difnial cataftrophe, Alva having Ai^a march* 
nothing to prevent him from turning his whole at-co'S'" 

tention ^^'^^^ 

7 Benttvoglio. 

* At che hme time tbat what is above related was Cranfafted at 
Braflela, orders were given at Madrid for pHtting to death the 
baroo of Montigny, brother to count Horn, who had been 
fcnt by the dutchefs of Parma along with the marquis of 
Mods (who died fome months before) to prcfcnt thf pctitioi» 
of the confederates. Beotivoglio. 
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1^^^^\tetition to the war with count Lewis of Naflau^ 
*^if68. ordered bridges to be thrown over the Maefe^ 
* the RWne, and the Iflel^ and marched diredly 
to the enemy. He reached Deventer, where he 
had given orders for fevcral bodies of troops to 
meet him about the middle of July ; and in a 
few days after, he arrived with Ws whole army, 
confiffing of twelve thoufand foot and three thou- 

iand horfe, in fight of the enemy's camp. 

> 

The army of count Lewis being much infe- 
rior both in difcipline and number, that general 
iquickly perceived the neceffity of quitting his 
prefent utuation. He retired, however, in ^ood 
order, and with very little lofs, till he amved 
at the town of Gemmingen, where he jxtched 
his camp in a place that appeared almoil im- 
pregnable. Behind him lay the village of Gem- 
mingen ; on Ms left, the river Em^, by which 
he could be fupplied with provifions from Emb- 
den, and other places ; and on his right, a plain 
wKch he fortified with trenches and redoubts: 
but that which formed the chief ftrength of Ks 
fituation was, that the enemy could not approach 
him but by marching in defile along the dyke 
of the river. This dyke was ten miles in length, 
with the river on the one fide, and a morals on 
the other. Having planted a battery of cannon 
upon it, Lewis intended to open the dyke and 
lay the morafs under water, And in this en- 
campment, he hoped it would not be difficult 
for him to keep the enemy at bay, till his bro- 
ther fhould begin his operations v when he did 
not doubt that the duke of Alva wou}d find it 
necellary to retire, 

^4^defcati Alva was aware of Lewis's intention, and 
of the danger with which any confiderable de- 
lay muft be attended. With the utraolt expe- 
viition he brought forward his beft veteran troops, 

and 
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aimed Jl ±c tctt roe wiaei fae Fj=-*«^^^^ 
wore hry-^^g ^ brsi i:«-r 
21 Levis tui "fx ctser :D:ciIr. i 
s cmplaycd it :?:e ipjcsl ^''':^z. izt -1^=7 
ared, they Kcock rxcrii-nis ^scr. * to^ irmL 
thej- wiere ibcc cci3=d iz -.i^ -_: •-?; f-- 
MT rorcc Of :be Spciarii. i=ii - : redr; b*:- 
ibc bsrcrv ibc^* r3=r :£i-!C- Hrrt Lrs ■ 
fed to "«^****^ his g: .'. ,i r " tbr hzj::^ -: 
miliary ^ be: the G^ 
aomber c£ iwe::! ibic 



mted of tfactr par :":r irrj* -sr^rAif. iz.i z-:- 
ig that Lf-Ls ^' "^ :z''""'t'i _" :£j '^.iT-iZ- " 
h he haJ ck^ATed gi-.-.z vcr:: r-,r: -.. 
1 rf Aer dMrt>:r-. rrJtLT-i :;- -^mrrLit r^ 
nt oppocturfty :<i crrir: ~n hjr. i ::-r- 
tec with 'hszT dsranis. Tr^r r::'f rirr.^- ■ 
Qy, and tbrcatcwd fs;: -±£7 -? : ^i -:• f.z^ ^ 
Is he immcsEate'y zxt± rxrr irrtsrL Lv.t-^- = 
e of tfis iscEfcc wz« arr^ti bv :p-:fs :r 
tcrs to the dzxe ic A-Vi. -jj:- p»rr:f>ed 
now WIS the t~s to nsak- *.- i-rrtmz: -p; ■: 
battery. He crd-rci a osir: tf hi< arrr.;. ::• 
r the mcrais ; rhr:*^igh "s^cr:. ls h "^is "L"r 
ncr fca»!% and Lea-l? hid bse- di^iip7*:'r.:rd 
ts deiig::! c-f liy'jig tbt grc-ur.d 'ir.der ^r.r:, 
Spariards iVini -Jaeir ^iv ^itr "is:: v.e;. 
ded. Tbfr*' arrTcd 'in :irr-t :: arjick v.r 
ly in fiir.v, "ar?: jT: r:t re:* -^' \rjt Arrr.v, v-: -- 
(hrbfcr.g, rizrchtd up to -Jie birer.' ir. f::-/- 
made a furcus a£iil: upr^r. :: :'.v:::d in hi-.i 
Fleniah eidles, ^rith coun: Lc--:5 it 'Jtcir 
, defended tfaemiclTcs for :*:rr.t -l-ne v* -j: 
t braver^-; bit bsr-^ daer.ed by -j^e Ger- 
5, they were at length cxntpellea to rttrei:. 
Spaniards entered the ca-np ^^:■ng with ther^. 
Germans, cverAhtlnttd v^'ith tcncr, rr.c.^^ 
ref::':ance , and. £= a ur. purijltnien: or the.: 
ion a: ib cr^cs*. a :>£T:od, great nart2be:^ "i 

th.:n 
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BooKVin.thcm were put to the fword. Almoft as many 
"* ^^ were fwallowed up in attempting to fwim acrofs 
'^ ' the river, as fell by the hands of the enemy. On 
the fide of the Spaniards only dghty men were. 
Jdlled ; but of the Germans and the Flenulh 
exiles, between fix and feven thoufand periihed, 
including thofe who were drowned in the river. 
Count Lewis, after having attempted in vain to 
rally his fcattered troops, efcaped in a finall boat 
to the oppofite fide of the river ; and foon af- 
terwards fet out with the earl of Hoogftraten for 
Germany, to join the prince of Orange ■. 

The duke of Alva went from the field of battle 
to the city of Groningen, and firom thence to 
Utrecht and Amiterdam ; carrying on inquiries in 
thefe places ag^nft the proteftants, and punilhing 
with rigour all who were fufpedted to have been 
concerned in the late diforders. He would gladly 
have fpent more time in this employment, fo 
agreeable to the native cruelty of his difpofition ; 
but he was informed that the prince of Orange 
had be^n to put his troops in motion, and was 
upon his march from Treves to the province of 
Guelderland, or Brabant. 

Before William left Germany he publilhed 
a manifefto, in which he explained the motives 
which induced him to have recourfe to arms. 
*' There was no other expedient left," he f^d, 
" by which he could fave his countrymen fixjm 
flavery and ruin ; and to attempt this, he thought, ' 
was the indifpenfable duty of every citizen \ 
efpecially of one >yho, like him, had enjoyed 
the higlieft dignities of the ftate. The Idng, 
he hoped, would ere long be delivered from 
thofe Spanilh counfellors by whom he had been 

» Strada, Bcntiroglio, and Grimcftonc's General Hiftpry 
pf the Necberlandf. 
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ay i but, in the mean time, he &I ^ti:- 

incumbent upon any inhabitant of !br ^^^ 
ountries to yield obedience to the Idng -* • 
radidtion to the laws. For Philip did not 
le feme unlunited authority in the Nc- 
is, as in his other dominions. His right 
Hence fubfifted only whilfthe maintained 
hts of the people ; and, by the conffitu- 
f the provinces, it was exprefsly provid- 
t if the fovereign (houid attempt to \'io- 
ly of the funckmental laws, the people 
m that cafe be abfolved from thcr af;*- 

this mamfefto the prince thougjrt pr'-jy^ 
ke it known, that he had cr3r^»rl ^!i 
aits in religion ; and was no-y cvrTr ^.^*:i. 
le opinions of the protcliant* -artrt rrrrt 
enable than thofe of the R^rrr:?: <r:^'i-- 
great rule of Chriiiian iz.'b^ 'Hyt ikr*d 

lliam's army, including hrjris irxi f/r.Ttrsprv^, 

)t exceed twenty tbouf2r.d , zr^ vk -i oj: 
rz% after bang joined by a r^ir-J'/rvtrrjfrr 

he received at tKs :i:nt fron Spfcr- -» w 

in number, and m:^i h^sr/tr f^'Tr^r. 
military ftores and pro^.-ifkra. Tx yr^^*: 
enfible of the great diadvi-^agt \.%->r 

he laboured in tKs rcfpcf: ; ''xTzr/r. v*^ 
ig invitations whidi he rtttrrtd fr'jrr. rr^t- . 
; principal mhabhanu in the S*Tr/5riar/i'v 
rom the rmeated rcprcfcrj£iivr.t -^'-xcr, ^^k 

to him or the uxivcifel har^^ -» -h *'-ir>. 
•eople were axumated aga:nf: trit avrfrrrr- 
)p©d that, as fcrjc as hb arnr,* frojii *,> 

there wc^ be an i3f:rr*:frr]r. - hi :a^ 
, or that feme of Ae pmdpi: cr.ia -»v^-: 

tiidr gates to itaart Ixsl 
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Boo&viii. He jpaffed the Rhine without oppofiticm in 

^^^'XT*^ the endf of Auguft, a little above Cologn j and 

Ail/in' then turning to the left, he advanced towards 

jiino^ofetA.ix-la-Chapelle. About this time the duke of 

oier'lhc*' Alva arrived at Maeftricht. The prince direded 

w»cfc. jjjg march firft towards Liege ; but being difap- 

pointed in the hopes wWc£ he had conceived, 

of that city declanng in his favour, he turned 

Us courfe northwards, with an intention to pais 

the Maefe wherever he ftiould find it fordabk. 

Alva's whole attention was employed to prevent 

him from putting Hs deflgn m execution, and 

with this view he planted ftrong guards along 

the banks of the river, and kept his army as 

nearly oppofite as poflible to the enemy. 

At lafl, however, after feveral marches and 
countermarches, William effedted his pai&ige ul 
the night, oppofite to a town called Stooiem^ 
where the duke believed it to have been im — 
prafticable. But the feafon had been remarka. — 
bly dry ; and the prince on this occafion imi— 
tated the condudt of Julius Caefar in his paiEig^^ 
of the Ligeris, by placing his cavalry a little 
above the ford, to break the force of the Ibr^un. 

When Alva was informed next morning of 
what had happened, he could not at firft believe 
it, and fcornfully a(ked the officer who brought 
the intelligence. Whether he imagined that the 
enemy had wings ? 

The prince of Orange endeavoured to per- 
fuade his troops, as foon as they had croired 
the river, to march diredlly againft the Spani- 
ards V who, had this requeft been complied with, 
would have been found very ill-prepared for de- 
fence ; but the Germans, who, unfortunately for 
themfelves, as well as for the caufe in whic 
they were engaged, never yielded due obedien' 
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to thdr commandflr, rersibc •:• ar^mc; dl -±irr »«»tz 
fhoiild have a t^r i itE^rDar . eziz 'jxr^i "TJ^ 
loft die only oppoctrrin »a:r lat diici :r A.-^ '- 
CTcr gave than, of cmy^ irrrg iarz i: fjgr 




Om Ac ncn diy, -y^in farv T-rrt itf fx- ^•*» » 

ward to the Sar^-"*" J^^^ ' - ^- 'i^Erit. -±ir^ ^ *■" 

found it fo firoaglv fari5ii -sr-i ^-j-: 

and redoubts, the nD ciirnrr rn:^z 

upon it with die rnL^ss prioLn^— 

Quappino VndS, c: oBntr :r n^^^ T^r^'s^.r.tz^ 

Was of opinion, die ri^ cikf -.-iiZTr :i.r'-: ■;:;E-r* 

declined an cng23c=5n - ti V't r!:itrr7 '^ ^- ^'- 

tigued with thar pa^<gc cc t3t r-^. t-:2 -ac 

not yet made cfaofce o: 2. zrjxrr p.i^t ix thss- 

^^amp, to wlcdi rxy x^'jr^z nrirt kr.tz -j^r^t , 

I^des, that it was <£ :ze h-.grtfr c.riVr^nct, 

* imag^ed, to ^tc ti tsj-.y ^ieir -.-. irrrr 

P>>elumpnon, in crder •_:; -pzTs^r^. the fic^^-td 

to\^nis fipom drc'jir'g ± riii: ftv-rr. 

ioT Alva had ilrstfr firni^td hi- p:ir- -. =r««*- 

JJ^Jt^di he was unahertbly dt:tr::rJr-,ei v. £.f-j:rt. '""^ 

*^^ conlidered tha: he hs-d z grti: cti. -jic* 

^ flake than the prrjct c/ Onr_2t i 2.t*i -Jiz: & 

^^feat would be ancsdiid nj: :r-y «rJ! -he Iv-i 

^f his army, but die gr«a:iit par: c: Vit pr-j- 

^Inces. He was acqtLzir.tcd vx -s-lr: -irjt -^.-rvBr- 

^ds of William's tzji^jj^^ £-d kr-r*- -jsr h- 

^uft encounter the no:i !-ifirTy:---ub;e dlir.iji- 

^les in fupportir^g 10 nu--ner^-is ar. arrr.y r^r any 

Confiderablc time; cipcciiliy as vys - -/er ftaib^ 

\vas firfl approaching, whtr., -r-lri ht fr.'Mid 

^t poffeflion of feme of *ht grt^: v/«r:.'-, it 

Vould be impofSble for Jr.-n to rr.-nrr. in the 

Netherlands. 

With this view, ^z he f::Vt>*d ?ha* theH»r*ie 

Erince intended to ieaJ his army ir/o Brabant/^"^ 
e ftrcngthened the garrfor.s of T .itmon', lyju- 

vai-^^ 
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BookVIII. yain, and Bruffck ; and when William directed 
'^m68.^ Ws march towards Tongres, the duke drew his 
troops fo near that town, as made it impoifible 
for the enemy to approach. Whichever way the 
prince of Orange turned his courfe, the duke of 
Alva accompanied him , mafching fometimes be- 
hind, and fometimes on his flank ; always ilrait- 
cning his quarters, and rendering it dimcult for 
him to fiimifli his army with forage and provi- 
lions ; while he intrenched his own forces with 
(b much (kill, that the prince fought in vain for 
an opportunity of bringing on an engagement. 

Wnni&et, In this fituation frequent (kirmiihes between 
the two armies were imavoidable, and in thcfc 
the advantage fell fometimes on the one fide 
and fometimes on the other; but each conw 
mander made fuch judicious movements, chofc 
his ground with fo much (kill, and exerted fudi 
an equal degree of vigilance and attention, as 
efFedtually prevented his antagonift from obt^- 
ing any confiderable advantage over him. 

The only fuccefe which the duke of Alva 
could boaft of, was at the river Geete ; where, 
having attacked the rear-guard cf the enemy's 
army, he killed fome, and put the reft to fli^t. 

The prince of Orange had the fame ground 
of triumph in an adtion at Quefnoyj where, hav- 
ing come up with a detachment confifting of ten 
companies of German catholics, eight of Spani- 
ards, and three troops of light-armed infantry, 
he put them to route, and took ample vengeance 
for the lofs he had fuftained at Geete \ 

He was on his march at that time to meet 
the Sieur de Genlis, who had been fent to him 
by the prince of Conde, with a reinforcement 

^ Thu^nus. 
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of troops; winch folly compenfatcd all his lolfesBooKVin. 
inBrabant. "7^ 

But the otufes already mentioned' began to The prince 
operate. The prince had been cruelly dilappoint- aiiSlnS hiT 
ed (^ the greateft part of the money when had woj. 
been promifed him. The dread which the Flem« 
ings enterUuned of the Spaniih forces, and the 
prudent precautions wMch had been taken by the 
duke of Alva, had prevented William's friends 
firom maidng any effort in his behalf His army 
had been often pinched for provifions. They 
now defpaired of getting pofTeffion of any of the 
great towns, and they trembled at the thoughts 
of paffing the winter in the open fields. The 
Germans began to defert in great numbers, and 
had often, before tWs time, Ihewn themfelves 
refractory and difobedient. For thefe reafons, 
the prince found it neceffary to difband them; 
after having given them all the fatisfadtion in 
Ins power, by paying a part of their arrears, and 
giving fecurity to their leaders for the refl on 
ms lordfhip of Montfort and the principality of 
Orange ^ ^ 

After thefe difaflers, the prince, accompanied 
by lus brother count Lewis, went to France, and 
conducted thither between a thoufand and twelve 
hundred horfe, to the affiilance of the Calvinifls. 

Such was the conclufion of the firfl attempt 
wUch the prince of Orange and his brother made, 
to deliver the Netherlands firom the Spanifh yoke, 
[t.muil occur to every reader, that if they had 
begun thdr operations and entered the provinces 
at the fame time, the iflue of their enterprife 
would probably have been extremely different. 
The duke of Alva would, in that cafe, have 
been obliged to divide Ms forces, and have pro- 
bably 

' Thaanns Meurfiif, Albanus, p. 19, Metercn, p. 79. 
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BookVIII. bably been overpowered by numbers. But un- 
"^1 c(S8 ' fortunately count Lewis, who was more expedi- 
tious in making his levies than the prince of 
Orange, did not poffefs a fund fufficient to main- 
tain them without employment, and was obliged 
to enter upon adtion before his brother was pre- 
pared to luppoit him. And to the fame caufe 
may be afcribed both the prince's delay in put- 
ting his troops in motion, and the neceflity to 
which he was reduced of breaking up his camp. 
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BOOK IX. 

PART I. 

WHILE Philip's bigotry, joined to his def-BooicIX. 
potic and arbitrary conduft, had engag-*— -v— ^ 
cd Wm m war with his fubjefts in the Nether- ThVwfr'ia 
lands, the feme caufes produced a fimilar efFedl Cmudi. 
in the province of Granada ; where the Moors, 
who had long yielded a tame fubmiffion to the 
crown of Spain, were provoked by the tyranny 
of the prelent government, to throw off their 
allegiance, and have recourfe to arms. This 
people, who, durinff feveral centuries, had main- Hiftwy of 
tained poflcflion of the greateft part of Spain, ^^^^^'^^ 
were at laft totally fubdued by Ferdinand the^****' 
catholic, in the year one thoufand fcmr hundred 
and ninety-two. But although their government 
was aboliihed at that time, the people themfelves 
remaned ; and were permitted to enjoy not only 

their 
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Book IX. their poffeffions, drefs, and cuiloms, but cvctf 

*^ — "^^ their religion, as in the time of their native Idngs. 

"5 • And the politic Ferdinand fcrupled not to fwear 

folemnly, to obferve this condition, in hopes of 

being able afterwards to devife fomc efficadous 

means of reconciling them to the Oirifdan feitfi. 

Being difappointed in his expectation, and 
finding, after a trial of feveral years, that the 
inftrudtions of his priefts were not likely to prove 
efFedhial ; he refolved, without regard to the oath 
which he had fworn, to employ force in order 
to accomplilh Ms defign. He pretended, that 
the citizens of Granada had forfeited their title 
to his fiilfilment of the terms of peace, by an 
infurredlion, into which fome of them had been 
betrayed through the violent adminiftration of 
cardinal Ximenes ; and, on this pretence, he or- 
dered fentence of death to be pronounced againft 
them, and declared, that unlefs they would re- 
nounce their religion, it (hould be inftantly car- 
ried into execution. By this- expedient he com- 
pelled fifty thoufand of the inhabitants of the 
city of Granada, moft of whom had no con- 
cern in the infurredtion, to profefs themfelves 
converts to Chriftianity. The inhabitants of the 
country, and of the (mailer towns, being highly 
exafperated by the violent treatment of their 
countrymen, and dreading that they themfelves 
would quickly experience the fame injuftice, be- 
gan to prepare ror refillance. But before they 
had time to put themfelves in a polhire of de- 
fence, Ferdinand, who was no lefs provident 
and adlive, than falfe and faithlefe, came upon 
them witli a numerous army, and after taking 
one of their towns, of which he put all the in- 
habitants to the fword, he foon obliged the reft 
to lay down their arms. Upon their paying him 
a fum of money, he permitted a certain number 
to tranfport themifelves to Africa. But the greater 

port 
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part were compelled to remain in the kingdom^ Book IX. 
and to (ubmit to be baptized. They were ftill ^*y-^ 
however ftrongly attached to the Mahometan fu- "^ 
perltition, and although they generallv conform- 
ed to the rites of the RomiJh church, they could 
not on every occafion conceal their attdichment. 
The inquifitors were perpetually prying into their 
condudt i grtfat numbers of them were condemn- 
ed and burnt as heretics; and many thoufands, 
dreading the like fete, fled over to Barbary. 

Representations were often tranfmitted to 
court of the defolation that was thus produced ; 
but thefe reprefentations either did not reach the 
car of Ferdinand, or they were difregirded. No 
remedy was ever applied, and the inquifitors con- 
tinued to exercife without controul their wonted 
cruelty and oppreflion. 

During the latter part of the reign of Ferdi- 
nand, and the whole of that of Charles, the Moors 
are feldom mentioned by the Spanifti hiftorians ; 
iior do thefe writers give us any other information 
concerning them for half a century, than that they 
ffiU retained their ancient averfion to the Chriftian 
faith. But the ecclefiaftics, foon after Philip's arri- 
val in Spain, taking encouragement from that bi- 
goted zeal with which they knew their prince to 
be (o ftrongly aftuated, revived their old com- 
plaints againft that unhappy people, and made 
repeated reprefentations ot their obftinate and in- 
curable infidelity* 

** They are Qiriftians,** faid Guerrero, archbi- 
(hop of Granada, " in name only, but Mahomet- 
ans in their hearts. They come to hear mafs on 
feltival days, only in order to avoid the penalties 
which they would otherwife incur. They work on 
ifaefe days with their doors ftiut, and feaft and ca- 
toufe on Fridays. They prefent their cfiildren to 

Vol. I. R be 
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Book IX. be baptized ; but no fooner do they reach their own 
'""^C'^ houfes, than they wafti them with warm water, 
'^ ' circumcife them, and ^ve them Moorilh names. 
They confent to be married in the diurdies, be- 
caufe the law requires it ; but when they return 
home, they clothe themfelves in a Moonfli drefs, 
and celelwate their nuptials with dances, (bngs, and 
other fpecies of mufic which are in ufe only among 
the Moors." 

This reprefentation was well calculated to make 
impreffion on the fuperttitious fpirit of the Idng. 
But the archbiftiop knew, that political confidera- 
tions were likely to have as much weij^t with him 
as thofe of a religious nature ; and therefore he 
ftibjoined, " That the Morefcoes held a treafbnable 
correfpondence with the Turks and Corfairs, and 
were in the practice of carrying off the children of 
Chriftians, and either felling them for flaves, or 
fending them to Barbary, where they were brought 
up in the religion of Mahomet,** Whether there 
was any truth in the latter part of this accufation^ 
does not appear wjth convincing evidence ; but, 
eonfidering the near affinity between the Morefcoes 
and the African Moors in refpeft of religion, man- 
ners, language, and defcent, together with their 
alienation from the Spanifh government, which 
the cruelties exercifed againft them by the inquifi- 
tion, and their exclufion from all offices of truft, 
mull have carried to the greateft height, it is not 
furprifmg that Philip's apprehenfions were alarmed, 
and that he thouglit it neceflary to make provifion 
againft the danger which feemed to threaten him. 

nnip dif. His firft ftep was to ftrip the Morefcoes of their 
armithcm. ^rms ; and for this purpofe he fent, on different 
pretences, feveral regiments of Caftilians to quar- 
ter among them, by whom a great quantity of 
arms of all kinds were feized ; but as their fufpL- 
cions were perpetually awake^ they had penetrated 

his 
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Ins defign, and concealed a confiderable quan-BooKlX« 

tity •. 

This cKfcovery of PhiUp*s dilpofition towards 
them ferved to alienate their aflfedlions more than 
ever from his government, and at the fame time 
encouraged the inquifitors to multiply their com- 
plants, and to urge at court the neceflity of em- 
ploying more efficacious meafures than had hitherto 
been adopted. The king himfelf was far from be- 
ing averfe to comply with the violent counfelis that 
were given him; and when upon confuMng a 
theologian of the name of Oraduy, that ecclefiaftic, 
m the true fpirit of a Spanifh inquifitor, quoted to 
him the proverb, that '' of enemies, the fewer, 
the better." Philip was highly pleafed with his 
reply. 

Having therefore refolved, if poffible, to ex- 
tirpate from Ms dominions the private as well as 
the public, exercife of Mahometanifm, and to walh 
it out vnth the blood of its votaries, rather than 
fufFer it to remain, he appointed a feledl number 
of ecclefiaffics to confider of the proper means by 
which his defign might be accomplilhed ; and 
agreeably to the advice of thefe men he foon after- 
wards publiftied an edidt which contained the fol- 
lowing prohibitions, and denounced death in cafe 
of difobedience : " That henceforth the Morefcoes 
fhall lay afide their native language, drefs, and 
peculiar cuftoms, and in fixture adopt thofe of the 
mhabitants of Caftile. That they fhall no longer 
take Moorilh names or furnames, but fuch as are 
generally ufed in Spain. That they (hall bear 
none of thofe fymbols about them by which the 
difciples of Mahomet are diftinguifhed. That they 
(hall difcontinue the ufe of their baths, which (hall 
ke immediately deftroyed. That their v/omen (hall 

R 2 not, 

* Ferrcras, ann, 1562. 
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Book IX. not, as hitherto, apf)ear in veils ; that no pcrfons 

^"""^C^ (hall marry without a difpenfation from the orcK- 

'^ ' ftai-y ; that none (hall remove from one place to 

another without permi(rion; and that they (hall 

on no oGcafion wear arms> or keep them in their 

pofTeflion." 

The exercife of the Mahometan religion having 
been prohibited under the fevereft penalties by 
former princes, no mention was made of it in thwj 
6didl ; but the Morefcx)es readily perceived the de- 
fign and tendency of the prefent regulations, and 
confidered, that as they mull render the fecret 
pradlice of their religion infinitely more difficult 
than formerly, they muft infallibly prove ere long 
the caufe of its extirpation. Even although they 
had not been apprehenfive of any fuch ferious con- 
fequence, it could not be expedted they would 
tamely fubmit to thofe affronting rules wKch were 
now prefcribed them. Men are c^en more power- 
fully attached to the external forms and modes of 
life, than to things that are the mofl eflfential to 
their happinefs. With this attachment the zeal of 
the Morefcoes for their religion coincided. Their 
refentment, on account of the innumerable cruel- 
ties which had been fo long exercifed againft them 
by the inquifition, added force to thefe incentives, 
and prompted them to refolve to expofe themfelves 
to tiie laft extremities, rather than yield obedience 
to the edidt that was now promulgated. But as 
they were confcious of their weaknefs, and could 
not depend upon receiving afliftance from any fo- 
reign power, they agreed, before they (hould take 
up arms, to make trial, whether they could by 
folicitation and intreaty perfuade the king to re- 
voke his edidt. 

" Their drefs," they reprefented, " hadfurely 
no relation to any religion, whether the Mahometan 

or 



PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN. 245 

or the Chriftian, fince the Mahometans in Moroc-fi^^"^ ^ 
CO, Fez, Tunis, and Turkey, drefled very difFer-^^' ^g "^ 
"Cntly from one another ^ whuJe the drefs of the *^ 
Chriltians in Turkey was the feme & that of the 
Turks : and to require them all to purchafe Cafti- 
lian habits would fubjed great numbers of them to 
an expence which they were unable to defray. It 
was from modefty alone their women wore veils ; a 
prafbice which obtained in many places of Caftile, 
as well as in Granada. Their mufic and dances 
were ufed on days of feftivity, only as amufe-r 
ments ^ they had not the mod re;mote connexion 
with religion, and they had been regarded as inno* 
cent by prelates the moft diftingmfhed for their 
iao6tity and zeal 

** Their baths were ufed for the purpofe of 
rfeanlinefs only ; thofe of the men were feparate 
from thofe of the women ; and it was not in the 
power of thofe Chriftians to whom the care of them 
was committed, to allege, that either the former 
or the latter had been ever applied to any ufe re- 
pugnant either to decency or the catholic religion. 
And with regard to their language, as it was diffi' 
cult to conceive how the Arabic could contain any 
tWng contrary to Chriffianity, fo it was utterly im- 
poffible for them at once to lay afide the ufe of it, 
fince great numbers among them were too far ad- 
vanced in life to be able to learn a new language ; 
and in feveral parts of the country there was no 
other tongue ipoken but the Arabic, nor any means 
eftabUftied by which the Caftilian could be acquir-r 
cd." They concluded with profeffions of loyalty 
to the Idng, and with reminding him, that in his 
foreign wars they had given him many proofs of 
their attachment and fidelity. 

The Morefcoes had not accefs, it fhould feem, 
to deliver this remonftrance to fhilip himfelf ; but 
it was prefented to trim by De^a the chancellor of 

GraPfiada, 
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Book IX. Granada, who was feconded by Don John Hcnri- 

^^'^^^quez, Don Antonio de Toledo, the pnor of Leon, 

* ^ * and the marquis of Mondejar, captain general of 

the province. This laft mentioned nobleman fpared 

no pains to divert Philip from his puipofe, by re- 

prefenting, that from ms knowledge of the Morcf- 

coes he was convinced, that an open rebellion 

would be the confequence of carrying the edidk 

into execution. But the Idng having formed his 

refolution in confequence of mature deliberation, 

and by the advice of fuch counfellors as he moft 

cfteemed, lent a deaf *ear to all the reprefentations 

that were made to him, and gave orders to Mon- 

, dejar immediately to fet out for Granada, in tJrder 

' fo make preparations for employing force in cafe 

i)e ftiould find it neccflary, 

Th^ Morefcoes were no fooner informed of the 
ill fuccefe of their petition, than they began to me- 
ditate a revolt ; and the leading men among them 
having met privately in Cadiar, a town utuated 
in the entrance of the mountains of Alpuxara, 
they difpatched ambafladors to Fez, Alters, and 
Conftantinople, to folicit afliftance; and at the 
fame time fpread their emiflaries over the province, 
in order to prepare the minds of the inhabitants. 

The people almoft every where, except in 
thofe places where they were overawed by the 
Spanifh garrifon, obeyed with alacrity the invita- 
tion which they received to alfert their liberty ; and 
in a little time the whole region of Alpuxara, 
which contains a f^ace of feventeen leagues in 
length and ten in breadth, comprehending many 
villages and many thoufand inhabitants, was up in 
arms. A reinforcement of feveral hundred Turks, 
befides a quantity of military ftores, arrived from 
Africa, and the Morefcoes flattered themfelves with 
the hopes that much more powerful afliftance would 
ere }ong be fent them by the Suhan K 

Their 

* Their king. 
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Theie leaders in Ac mem tmc hcJd another ^^« ^X. 
dTembly, ia wWdi they elected for their king ^^7^^ 
Don Fenfinaod de Valor, a young nun of four or ^ 
five and twenty, defoendcd frmi theEr andent 
princes, and in feme meaiure qualified, by Irs in- 
tr^d courage and activity, for the dangerous pre- 
^minrace to wfnch he was now exalted. Having 
aiTumed the name of Aben-Humeya, which had 
been that of Us progeiutors, he was invefted with 
the eniigns of royalty, with ail the forms and ce- 
remonies which \rere anciently practfed at the 
eleftion of the Moorifli kings. He then entered 
upon the exerdfe of his new authority, appointed 
his minifters and officers, and fent orders to all the 
chiefe who were not jH-efent in the affembly, to 
hold themfelves ready to adl on the (horteft notice. 

His firft and principal object was to get poflef- 
ikm of the dty of Granada, in which he doubted 
not of being able to defend Wmfelf till the Turkilh 
(uccours (hould arrive. Nor was it without fome 
reafon that he entertained hopes of fucceeding in 
nn attempt on this important city. His party had 
Intherto concealed their machinations with the molt 
profound and faithful fecrecy. Their feveral meet- 
ings had been held on pretences which deceived 
the penetration of the Spaniards, and their military 
preparations had been carried on chiefly among the 
mountains of Alpuxara. The marquis of Monde- 
jar, indeed, notwithllanding thefe precautions, had 
conceived a fufoicion of their defigns, and had 
reprefented to Philip the neceflity of fending him 
a much more powerful army than was at prefent 
under his command. But tnere fubfifted at this 
time a violent jealoufy between that nobleman 
and Dezathe chancellor, which arofe from a com- 
petition concerning the rights of their rcfpedtive 
offices. Deza, prompted by his animofity againft 
the marquis, endeavpured to difcredit his account 

of 
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Book IX.of the hoffilc intentions of the Moors, and to 
^"'^"■^perfuade the king that there was in reality no 
*^ * danger of a revolt, and that the ecMdk lately 
pubUftied might be fufficiently enforced by a vIt 
gorous exercife of the civil power alone ; but that 
Mondejar was defirous that a war (hould be Idn- 
dled, becaufe he expefted that the whole admini- 
ftration of it would be conunitted to himfelf, and 
the count of Tendilla his fon. 

Philip, though naturally provident and fuf- 
picious, and more inclined to fear than hope, 
was by his counfellors, who were Deza's ifiriends, 
led to believe his reprefentation of the matter, 
rather than that of the marquis. And thus the 
m^rch of the troops for which Mondejar had ap- 
plied was delayed, and the garrifon of Granada 
fufFered to continue fo weak, that had it not been 
for an accident which could not be forefeen, that 
city would have fallen into the hands of the Moref- 
coes. Aben-Humeya having held a fecret corre- 
fpondence with the inhabitants of the town of Al- 
baicin, which communicates with the city of Gra- 
nada, and may be confidered as a part of it, gave 
orders about the end of December to A ben-Fa- 
rax, one of his principal officers, to march thither 
with a body of between fix and feven thoufand 
men. Had thefe troops reached Albaicin at the; 
time expefted, the inhabitants would have joined 
them, and thereby have made up an army by 
which the garrifon muft have been overpowered ^ 
but by St fall of fnow upon a neighbouring moun- 
tain, over which they were obliged to pafs, they 
were all prevented from advancing except about one 
hundred and fifty. With thefe Aben-Farax himfelf 
entered Albaicin in the middle of the night ; and if 
he could have prevailed upon the inhabitants to take 
arms and join him, he might ftill have made him- 
felf mafter of the town j but though well affedted 
to his caufe, they were deterred from declaring in 

his 
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s &vour by obferving how finall a r/imxr c: S^^-t HL 
oops he had brought along with \im ; 10 •j-^; 2/- '^TTT^ 
5f having continuoi in the place for lome hiurs, ^"''" 
ft was obliged, before the appoadi cf day, :-> 
T^ his efcape to the mountain where his arTr.y 
^ been ftopt. Philip's eyes were then opened, 
^h regard to the contiadiiftor\^ infomia:ior*3 wh:;-h 
^ had received, and he immediately uTued ordrrs 
5>rthe march of tliofe troops for which :he HirLj-q-.s 
'f Mondejar had applied. 

Aben-Hume Y A in the mean time was emp!iy-id '^-*' =•'■*-- 
fortifying the narrow pafles which led :r.:o :'::t "* 
untryof Alpuxara: after which he, without b.^ 
' of troops, and Aben-Farax with another, v/er.t 
>rn place to place, exhorting or compeu'.ng the 
orelcoes to revolt; dettrojing the altars and 
^ges in the churches, which they conventd into 
ofques ; and putting to death, in the moft barbar- 
^s manner, all the priefts and other CnrilV.ar^ 
bo refufed to embrace the Mahometan rel-gion. 

In order to check their progrcfs, the marqj's of T.'.*y i,,^ 
londejar fet out from Granada as foon as ht hjid ^^^^^ 
illefted a fufficient number of troops for his ':r.- M^^-^i*'- 
^nded enterprife. The Morefcoes difputed w':*h 
m for fome time the entrance into the mo :n- 
lins ; but they were unable to withfiand long the 
Did mtrepid efforts of the Spanifh infantry Mon- 
sjar triumphed over them at every pafi ; put ma- 
f of them to the fword ; took a great number of 
rifbners, and at laft' obliged Aben-Humcya to 
f with the fhattered remains of his army, to the 
lore inacceflible parts of the mountains. In a 
w months almoft the whole region of Alpuxara 
as fubdued. The people, being every where in- 
midated by the rapidity of Mondejar's progrefs, 
id down their arms, and either came to him in 
umerous bodies, or fent deputies, to fue for peace. 

This 
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Book IX. This he readily granted, on ccHidition of thdr 
yielding obedience in future to the king's authori* 
ty ; and he at the fame time gave them protection 
againft (what they had but too much reafon to 
dread) the rapine and violence of the Spanifti fol- 
diers. The marquis De los Velez, who command- 
ed a body of troops in the neighbourhood of Alme- 
ria, was no lefs fuccefsful in diflodging the Morei^ 
coes from fome Ibrong holds near the fea-coaA% 
where they had fortified themfelves with a view 
to favour the defcent of the Moors and Turks. 
And now the marquis of Mondejar, believing the 
war to be almoft entirely extinguiftied, and that 
Aben-Humeya muft either foon furrender or make 
his efcape out of the kingdom, fent intelligence of 
his fuccefs to Philip, and defired that a part of the 
troops might be recalled. He at the fame time 
recommended the treating gently both fuch of the 
Morefcoes as had fubmitted, and fiich of them as 
had been taken prifoners. But unfortunately this 
nobleman's enemies at court had much greater in- 
fluence than his fiiends; and Philip was of himfelf 
much more inclined to harftinefe and feverity, than 
to lenity and mercy. Without regard to Monde- 
jar's reprefentations, a royal mandate was imme- 
diately difpatched, commanding all the prifoners 
above eleven years of age, without diitiiiftion of 
fex or conc^tion, to be fold for flaves ^. 

This barbarous treatment of their countrymen 
revived in the minds of fuch of the Morefcoes as 
had fubmitted, all their wonted abhorrence of the 
Spanifti yoke ; and foon afterwards they themfelves 
were treated with equal inhumanity. 

Whether 

* The tffc€t of this barbarous treatment, (ays a Spaoi(h hif- 
torian (Ferreras), was, that great numbers of the Moreftoe 
women languifhed in flavery for a. little time, and then funk 
under their calamities. 
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Whether Philip's exchequer was in realilyBooK IX. 
drained at tKs time by his late expenfive anna-* "^*C^^ 
ments in the Mediterranean, and his war in the '' 
Netiierlands, or whether his minifters only pre- 
tended tHs to be the cafe, in order to gratify their 
malignity againft Mondejar, does not fuffidently 
appear; but whatever was the caufe, the arrears 
due to the troops were fo great, that the marquis 
of Mondejar was unable to difcharge them. The 
tifual confequence of the ill-payment of an army 
quickly followed. The general loft his authority, 
and tiie ibldiers, and feveral of the officers, defert- 
cd their ftations, and fpread themfelves over the 
country; plundering, and even butchering and 
carrying off into flavery great numbers of thofe 
Morcicoes for whofe (ecurity he had pledged his 
feith. Mondejar feems to have exerted himfelf 
ftrenuoufly to put a ftop to thefe enormities, by 
(ending out fuch of his troops as he could truft, 
to reftrain or chaftife the delinquents. But his en- 
leavours were in a great meafure fruitlefe. The 
Spaniards ftill continued to embrace every oppor- 
:unity of indulging their rapacity-, and afterwards 
eft their ftandards, and went off to the neigh- 
bouring provinces with their prey. 

The Morefcoes, highly exafperated by the mul- 
iplied oppreffions which they fuffered, repented of 
Iwir late fubmiffion; and, being now convinced 
hat there was no (afety in trufting to any treaty 
yith an enemy fo cruel and perfidious, they re- 
umed their vms, took ample vengeance on fcat- 
ered parties of the Spaniards, whom they furprifed 
imong the mountains, and again arranged them- 
blves under the banners of their king. It hap- 
>cned about this time, that Aben-Humeya receiv- 
d from Airica a reinforcement of four hundred 
Turks ; who, it was pretended, were (bon to be 

followed 
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Book IX. followed by a powerful fleet and army. And thus 
•T^the Morefcoes were determined, partly by hope, 
and partly by vengeance and defpair, to make a 
fecond trial of the fortune of war ; the calamities 
attending which, they thought, could not exceed 
thofe which they had lately experienced in the time 
of peace. 

The caufes of this fecond revolt were very dif- 
ferently interpreted by the marquis of Mondejar's 
enemies and friends. By the former it was laid, 
*' that this nobleman had erred egregioufly, both 
in his manner of conduding the war, and in lis 
treatment of the rebels, when they laid down thdr 
arms. For it was abfurd to expeft that an enemy 
I9 treacherous as the Morefcoes, would regard Adr 
engagements any longer than they found it ncccf- 
fary ^ and no lefe abfurd to hope that fuch obftinatc 
infidels would ever be fmcere converts to the Chrif- 
tian faith. Their late facrilcge, and the barbarous 
cruelties which they had exercifed againft the 
priefts, and other Chriftians, had called aloud for 
vengeance ^ and juftice, as well as found policy, 
had required, that they (hould all have been put 
to the fword, or fold for flaves." 

But the marquis, on the other hand, and his 
adherents, reprefented, That this deluded people 
had been chaftifed with fufficient feverity, for enor- 
mities into which their leaders had betrayed them. 
That humanity, and a regard to the intereft of the 
king, had prevented him from facrificing to re- 
venge, the lives of fo many thoufand ufeful fub- 
jedts, mod of whom were innocent of the crimes 
that hs^d been committed ; and by whofe deftruc- 
tion fo great a part of the kingdorn would have 
been rendered defolate : befides, that there was no 
reafon to believe that the Morefcoes would have vi-r 
olated their faith, if the troops could have been kept 
under proper dilciplinc ; which he had found it im- 
poifible to maintain, partly through the negligence 

of 
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>f fome of the ldng*s minifters in making remit- Book IX. 
:ances for their pay ; and partly through the pains "^5^ 
^ch fome perfons in power had taken to ruin his 
luthority. 

Between thefe contradidkory repreferttations Don John 
Philip was at a lofs to determine what meafures to^^^^^"^ 
purfue. But at laft, either becaufe he Hmfelf, and in chief, 
moft of his counfellors, difapproved of Mondejar's 
lenity in fo eafily receiving tne Morefcoes into fa- 
vour, or becaufe he did not incline to fubjedl that 
nobleman's enemies to the mortification of feeing 
Mm ftili continued in the fupreme command, he 
rcfolved to bellow it upon his natural brother Don 
Jdinof Auftria. 

This young prince, whofe mother was a Ger- 
man, of the name of Blomberg, a native of Ratif- 
bon, had been educated privately by Lewis Quix- 
ada, lord of Villagarciaj for whofe fon he had 
pafled, till Philip's arrival in Spain in the year one 
thou&nd five hundred and fifty-nine. Socn after 
tfus, Philip having, agreeably to his father's requeft, 
ackiiowledged Don John for his brother ; had ap- 
pointed him a houfehold fuitable to his rank, and 
beftowed the fame attention on his education as on 
that of his own fon. 

Resembling his father in the gracefiilnefs of his 
peribn, and in the courteoufnefs of his rAanners, 
Don John difcovercd, fi-om his youth, the love of 
arms ; and gave many confpicuous proofs of thofe 
accompliftiments by which he became afterwards 
one of the moft illuftrious perfonages of the age ^. 

But as at this time he was only about twenty- 
two years old, and did not poflefs any military ex- 
perience, Philip, although he conferred upon him 
the title of commander in chief, forbade him to take 
^thc command of the troops into his own hands, and 

required, 

* Stnda, ann. 1578. 
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Book IX. required, that in the whole management of the var 
^""^^^ he (hould conform to the opinion of certain coun* 
'^ ' fellors whom he appointed to affift him. Thefe 
were, the archbifhop of Granada, Deza theprefi- 
dent of the chancery, the duke de Seffa, the mar- 
quis of Mondejar, and Don Lewis de Requefens, 
the grand commendator of Caftile, whom he nam- 
ed for Don John's lieutenant. 

The war was now profecuted in cKfFerent quar- 
ters at the fame time, and a greater number of 
troops employed than formerly. But the fuccefs 
was not anfwerable to the expe£tations that had 
been formed. The Morefcoes difcovered on many 
occafions that they were not deftitute of valour, and 
in fome rencounters they came, off vidlorious. 

TheMoref. DoN JoHN, in the mean time, grown extremely 
S3y*ifl^ impatient under the reftraints which had been im- 
4ued. pofed on him, endeavoured to perfuade the king to 
Dermit him to command the forces in perfon ; and 
le at length obtained his requeft. After wKdi, 
laving got his army reinforced, he himfelf march- 
ed againll the Morefcoes on one fide, while Re- 
3uefens and the marquis De los Velez attacked 
lem on another. But the Morefcoes, undifciplin- 
ed, incompletely armed, and difheartened by the 
difappointment of their hopes of affiftance from 
the Turks and Moors, were not a match for fuch 
numerous regular forces as were now employed to 
reduce them, and their ruin was haftened by the 
diffenfions of fome of their leaders, and the treache- 
ry of others. Aben-Humeya was privately mur- 
dered by the friends of his wife, whofe frither he 
had put to death on account of his fecret pradtices 
with the Spaniards. Another chief, called Aben- 
Aboo^ was eledled king in his ftead ; and he too 
fufFered the fame fate, from the hands of fome of 
his officers, who hoped by this (acrifice to atone for 

thor 
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didr rebelUon. With the death of this leader, the Book IX. 
nrar, which had laftedaknoft two years, wascon- 
duded^. 

Neither Don John nor Requefens acquired 
any glory by their conduft in tWs war; nor did 
flicy preferve themfelves free from that imputatioa 
of innnmanity and implacable revenge, which in 
this age was generally cafi upon the Spaniards. 

No other apology can be offered for the dread- 
ful feverities wWch they exercifed, but that their 
cojidudt was conformable to the inilruftions given 
them by the king. For Philip had difapproved of 
the lemty with which the Morefcoes had been treat- 
ed by the marquis of Mondejar, and, while he lis- 
tened only to the vdce of luperftition or refent- 
ment, forgot what every wife Idng will regard as 
the moll (acred maxim of his policy, . that the 
Rrength and glory of a prince depend on the num- 
ber and profperity of his fubjefts. 

But this bigoted monarch fet no bounds to his 
abhorrence of thofe who deviated, or whom he fuf- 
pe£ted of deviating, from the catholic faith. Agree- 
ibly to his inftrut^ons, great numbers of the Mo- 
rdcoes living peaceably in the plains of Granada, 
s^ere, upqn fufpicion of their correfponding with 
the infurgents, put to death. Ail the inhabitants 
3f Ibme villages and diftrifts, men, women, and 
children, were extirpated. All the prifoners of 
both fexes were either executed or deprived of 
thdr liberty. And of thofe Morefcoes who had re- 
fiifed to join in the rebellion, all but a few, with- 
out whom certain manufadtures could not be car- 
ried 

' In describing this war, the Spanilh hiftorians have de- 
Tcesded to the moft minnte detail. Butamidft the eudlefs mul- 
tiplicity of Httle events and incidents which they relate, there 
is almoft no variety, and no difplay either of courage or con- 
duft that can intereil a reader in the pernfal. This part of the 
Spanifli hiAory is befides rendered peculiarlv difgufting by the 
BomcroQs icenes of barbarous cruelty which it prefents. 
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Book IX. ned on-, were torn from their native homes, anc^ 
^^^~ tranfported into the interior provinces ; where the/ 
were expofed to the injuries and infults of a haugh- 
ty people, and many of^them by their poverty re- 
duced to a ftatc of deffcnderice on the Caftilians, 
which differed little from the condition of fuch of 
their countrymen as had been fold for flaves. 

Such was the conclufion of this war: during 
which, notwithftanding the great difparity between 
the contending parties, Philip wa^ ex^fed to greater 
danger than at any other period of his reign. Had 
the Morefcoes made themfelves mailers of Ae dty 
of Granada, in their attempt on wMch they failed 
more through chance and acddent, thkn miicon- 
duft or the want of ftrength; or had thfey prevail 
ed with Selim the Turtefli emperor, to' intercft 
himfelf in their behalf v feveral towns in Andaliifia, 
and almoft the whole kingdom of^Valentia^whiich 
was moftly inhabited by Morefcoes, would fitrve 
joined in the revolt ; and, in that cafe, (o gtejit arf 
army might have been raifed, as, with the affift- 
ance of the Moors in Barbary, would have fumifli- 
ed employment for many years to all the forces 
which the king, who was at the fame time engaged 
in war with his fubjefts in the Netherlands, could 
have coUefted to oppofe them. 

But fortunately for Philip, and perhaps for 
Chriftendom, the Sultan, was at this time intent 
upon profecuting the war of Cyprus againft the 
Venetians, and from that war he could not be di- 
verted, although Mahomet, his grand Vifier, and 
the wifeft of all his courtiers, advifed him earaeffly 
to fufpend the profecution of it, and not to negled 
the prefent happy opportunity of turning his arms 
againft the king of Spain ^, 

* Thuanus, lib. xWiii* Ferreras, ann. 1568-9-70. Cabre- 
ra, lib. viii. 

PART 
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IT was not long before Selim had reafon to be g^^^^ j^ 
forry that he had not liftened to this advice, ^^-v-^ 
as Philip had no fooner completed the rcdudlion 1571. 
of the Morefcocs, than he entered into an alliance JJ^'t^/jJ^b. 
againfl him with the republic of Venice, the pope 
' and fevcral others of the Italian dates apd princes. 
The papal throne was filled at this time by the ce- 
lebrated Pius the Fifth, who by his merit had raif- 
cd himfelf from obfcurity to the popedom, and 
though ftrongly tindtured with fome of the vices 
which charadterifed the ecclefiaftics of that age, 
was endued with certain royal virtues which ren- 
dered him worthy of the exalted ftation to which 
he had been advanced. Having been folicited by 
the Venetians, to employ his influence to procure 
alTiftance from the chriftian princes againft the 
Sultan, who in the time of peace, and in vio- 
lation of a folemn treaty, had invaded the ifle of 
Cyprus, Pius readily confented to their requeft, v 

and, with a zeal becoming the head of the 
church, efpoufed their caufe. 

His application however to mod of the Eu- 
ropean monarchs was without efFedt. For befides 
that the feafon of crufades was now over, and 
that the mod fuperditious princes were, in that 
age, governed more by political views than re- 
ligious zeal, he found almoft all of them unable 
to grant the aflidance which he folicited. The 
emperor Maximiliaji bad lately concluded a truce 
with the Sultan, which it was greatly his intereft 
to maintain. The attention of the French king^ 
who had been long in alliance with the Porte, 
was ingroiled by thofe inveterate factions into 

Vol. L S which 
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Book IX. which his kingdom was divided. Sebaftian, king 
^•""^-^^ 'of Portugal, was too young; and Sigifmund of 
*57*- Poland too much worn out with the infirmities of 
age to engage in any foreign enterprife. Philip 
was the only great prince in Europe with whom 
Pius had reafon to expcdt fuccefe in his prefent ap- 
plication. That monarch's zeal; as well as his 
power, was greater than that of any other Eu- 
ropean prince, and from the fituation of his do- 
minions, and the enmity which had long ftibfifted 
between him and the Turkifli Sultans, he had no 
lefs reafon to dread the increafe of the Ottoman 
power, than either the pope or the Venetians. 

phiiip't Without hefitation therefore he reiblved to 

Jj^^^y'J^J comply with the requeft that was now made to 

ibcvcne- him, and readily entered into an alliance, by 

""•• which he bound himfelf to pay one half of the ex- 

• pence of that powerful armament which it was 

judged neceflary to employ, while the republic of 

Venice engaged to defray three-foinrths of the 

other half, and the pope the remainder. 

The preparations ftipulated were carried on 
with the utmoft celerity and difpatch, and about 
the middle of September a fleet was ready to fail 
from Meflina, confifting of upwards of two hun- 
dred and fifty fhips of war, befides fhips of bur- 
den, and, if we may believe the cotemporary hif- 
torians, carrying near fifty thoufand men ; four- 
teen thoufand of whom were furnilhed by the 
princes and dates of Italy. 

The chief command of this mighty armament 
was given to Don John of Auftria, for whom the 
title of Generaliflimo was invented on this occa- 
fion. The Grand Commendator Requefens was 
appointed his lieutenant, and under him were the 
marquis de Santa-Croce, Doria, M. AntcMiy Co- 
lonna, commander of the pope's gallies, and Sebaf- 

tian 
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tian Vcnicro, who commanded thofc of the Ve-^oo^lX. 
netians. ^— v^*^ 

1571. 

The ag^ pontiff, oveijoycd to obfcrve that 
his negociations had been attended with (b great 
fuccefs, indulged the mod fanguine hopes with re- 
gard to the ilTue of th^ war ; and, as if he had 
received a revelation concerning it from Heaven, 
he exhorted Don John to embrace the firft oppor- 
tunity of engaging with the enemy, over whom 
he aUured him he would obtain a complete vi£lory« 
He fent him at the fame time a confecrated fland- 
ard, and a number of ecclefiaftics to officiate in 
(acred things on board the (hips ; and ordered a 
faft and jubilee to be proclaimed, with an abfolu- 
tion from their (ins, to all who (hould acquit them- 
felves with honour againft the infidels. 

Selim, on the other hand, exerted himfelf Seiim's pr^. 
ftrenuoufly in providing againft (b great a danger^"*"'''"' 
as now threatened to overwhelm him ; and al- 
though a part of his troops were ftill employed in 
reducing Cyprus, he was able, through the great 
reiburces which he poflefled, to equip a fleet ftill 
more numerous than that of the chriftian allies. 
Hali, to whom the chief command of it was given^ 
arrived on the weftern coaft of Greece about the 
time when Don John (et fail from Sicily ; and the 
two fleets came m fight of each other, with a refo- 
lution not to decline fighting, on the feventh of 
Odtober, near the gulph of L^panto. 

The battle was begun by the two admirals. The bttiu 
and their example was followed by all the other •^ ''****"'' 
commanders, as faft as the wind, or the general 
orders which they had received, would permit them 
to advance. Between Don John and the Bafha 
the engagement was bloody and obftinate. After 
cannomuUng one another for fome time, they 
came to qjofe fight, and grappled with each other. 

S a The 
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Book XL The Spanifh foldiers thrice boarded the cnemy^s 
^ — ^^"'^^fhip, and were thrice repulfed with great flaughter, 
'57*- But at laft Don John having received a reinforce- 
ment of two hundred men from the marquis of 
Santa-Croce, the Turks were overpowered. Hali 
himfelf was killed, and all on board were either 
put to the fword or taken prifoners. The crefcent 
of Mahomet was then taken down, and the ftand- 
ard of the crofs erefted in its ftead; after which, 
Don John, in order to intimidate the enemy, gave 
orders to have the head of the Turkilh admiral 
fixed upon a long pole, which was faftened to the 
topmaft ; and (houts were fent from (hip to fhip 
of triumph and vidlory. 

The contending parties were in the mean time 
engaged in every quarter in furious combat with 
each other, fighting hand to hand, as on a field of 
battle, and employing not only guns and mulkets, 
but arrows, pikes, javelins, and all the other, an- 
cient as well as modern, weapons of war. Both 
Turks and Chriftians gave the mod ftriking dif- 
plays of prowefs and intrepidity. Great numbers 
fell on both fides, and the fea tor feveral miles was 
tinged with blood, and covered with mangled 
limbs and carcafes. At lad the chriftians were al- 
nioft every where vi^ftorious. The chriftian flaves, 
by whom the Turkidi gallies were rowed, took 
courage from the fuccefs with which the arms of 
the allies were attended, broke loofe from their 
chains, and contributed not a little to fix the vic- 
tory ; while great numbers of the Spanifh and Ita- 
lian galley -flaves, prompted by the hopes of re- 
covering their liberty, having obtained permiflion 
from their officers, boarded and attacked the ene- 
my with irrefiftible fury, and difplayed a contempt 
of danger with which nothing but defpair, or the 
abhorrence of flavery, could have infpired them. 
The Turks were at the fame time greatly difheart- 

encd 
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ened by the lois of their admiral ; and being tempt- Book IX 
cd by the hopes of making their efcape upon a ^^^■">'^ — ' 
coaft inhabited by their felJow-fubjedts, many of *57'- 
them ran their (hips afhore, and left them an eafy 
prey to the enemy. 

The chriftian fleet was much better manned cavfea of 
than the Turkifli, and the foldiers, having been a ^* ^'^**^- 
fhorter time at fea, were more frelh and vigorous. 
They were infinitely better fumifhed with mails 
and helmets, and made much more ufe of fire- 
arms than the enemy, many of whom were armed 
only with bows and arrows, the wounds inflifted 
by which were feldom mortal. The prows of the 
Turkifti gaJlies were likewife more open and de- 
fencelefe; and die wind, which at firft was fa- 
vourable, changed fuddenly aeainft them, and 
greatly facilitated the motions or the chriftian fleet. 
From thefe caufes, added to the fortunate bravery 
of Don John, feconded by the prudent and 
intrepid conduifl of Requefens, Santa-Crocc, Co- 
lonna, and above all of Veniero, Barbarigo, and 
other noble Venetians, the allies gained the moft 
memorable vidtory of which we read in die hif- 
tory of modern times. 

It was not indeed obtained without confiderable The lofsoo 
loft. Near ten thoufand of the chriftians were^**'*^^*^**- 
killed in the engagement, or died afterwards of 
their wounds. Among thefe was the Venetian 
Proveditor, Barbarigo, a nobleman equally cele- 
brated for his wifdom, his valour, and his mode* 
ration. His death was deeply lamented by the 
allies, and proved an irreparable misfortune to 
the common caufe. But to compenfate for thefe 
lofles, near fifteen thoufand chriftians were deli- 
vered from captivity ; and of the Turks, above 
five and twenty thoufand were killed, and ten 
thoufand taken prifoners. A hundred and thirty 
of their ftiips fell into the enemy's hands, and all 

the 
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Book IX. the reft were either funk or battered to pieces, or 

^-^■v""^ burnt, except between thirty and forty with which 

'57** Ulucciali, the famous corfair, efcaped to Conftan- 

tinopie, through his fuperior (kill in navigation 

and his knowledge of the feas. 

This victory, gained over the implacable enemy 
of Chriftendom, fpread univerlaljoy throughout all 
Europe ; and Eton John, to whom as commander 
in chief it was principally afcribed, was celebrated 
every where as the greateft hero of the age. No 
perfon had more reafon to rejoice than Philip, yet 
he received the meflenger with a cold indifference; 
which his contemporaries were not inclined to at- 
tribute to his moderation (b much as to that Jea- 
loufy of his brother's fame, of which he gave after- 
wards a more convincing proof. " Don John," 
faid he, " has gained the vidlory, but he hazarded 
too much : he might have loft it." The pope's 
joy on this occafion was more fmcerc. When he 
received the news, he cried out, in the words of 
facred writ, *' There was a man font from God 
whofe name was John." 

Thf allies But the fruits of this fignal viftory were not 
proportional to the joy which it excited. The fe- 
veral admirals differed widely from one another 
with regard to the meafures proper to be taken in 
the further profecution of the war. Although Don 
John had been honoured with the extraordinary 
title of Generalifi'imo, yet according to the treaty 
of alliance no matter of importance could be de- 
termined without the confent of the other com- 
manders. He uould have failed immediately after 
the K ule for the Dardanelles, to intercept the rc- 
maiiis of tlie Turkifh fleet, and to block up the 
communicaiion between Conftantinople and the 
Mediterranean ; but the Venetians and other mem* 
bers of the council of war refufed to agree to this 

pppofal. 
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propo&L Other cnterprifes were afterwards pro- Book IX. 
pofed, and rejected ; nor could they fix on any *^— n^^-^ 
one conimon meafure, but that of returning home, ^^^^' 
to repair the daniage which had been fuftained, 
and to prepare for refuming their operations in the 
fpring. 

Not long after Don John's arrival at Medina, Embifly of 
the chriftians in Albania and Macedonia, filled with [o^Doa**^' 
admiration of his character, and believing that it John. 
muft be long before the Turks could recover from 
the blow which they had received, fent an embafly 
to make him an offer of the fovereignty over thera^ 
and to afTure him, that, if he would come to their 
afliftance with a fleet and army, they would (hake 
off the Turkilh yoke, and facrifice their lives and 
fortunes in his (ervice. 

Don John, whofe ruling paflion was ambition, 
would gladly have accepted this tempting offer, 
but was oblised to inform the ambailadors, that be- 
fore he could comply with their requeft, the king 
muft be confulted, and his confent obtained. He 
accordingly fent immediate notice to his brother of 
thepropofal that had been made to him. And Philip, 
whether prompted by jealoufy, as was generally 
believed, or by motives of prudence and policy, as 
he gave out, put an end at once to any hopes which 
Don John might have conceived, by telling him, 
that atprefent all thoughts of fuch an enterprife 
muft be laid afide, left die Venetians (hould take 
die alarm, and abandon the confederacy. This, 
it is not improbable, would have happened, fmce 
the Venetians had no lets reafon to dread the 
nei^bourhood of the Spaniards than of the Turks j 
and had befides a claim themfelves to a part of 
thofc territories, to the fovereignty of which Don 
John afpired. 

In 
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Book IX. In the mean time Ulucciali, whom Selim had 

^■"'"^'' ^ made commander in chief of all his naval forces, 

PrepUtti- exerted himfelf with extraordinary vigour and adti- 

oat of the vity in fitting out a new fleet, to fupply the place 

Turkf. ^£ ^Yi2^^ which had been ruined in the battle of 

Lepanto ; and fuch at this time were the refources 

of the Turkifli empire, that he was ready by the 

month of April to leave Conftantinople, with more 

than two hundred gallies, befides a great number 

of other (hips. 

With this fleet he coafted along Ncgropont, 
the Morea, and Epirus ; put the maritime towns 
into a pofture of defence ; chaftifed with great fc- 
verity many of thofe chriftians who had been con- 
cerned in the invitation given to Don John ; and 
afterwards took his fl:ation at Modon in the Morea, 
with an intention to watch there the motions of 
the enemy. 

lofaivity of He had full leifure to finilh all the preparations 
^^ * *"' which he judged to be neceflary. The allies dif- 
puted long with one another concerning the plan 
of their future operations ; and at lafl: when, 
through the inadtivity which their diflenfions had 
occafioned, it was become neceflary for them to 
drop their fcheme of conqueft in Greece and 
Africa, and to go a fecond time in queft of the 
Turkifh fleet, Philip having conceived a fufpicion 
that the court of France had, in order to gratify 
the Sultan, formed the defign of attacking him in 
piedmont, or the Netherlands, fent inftrudtions 
to Don John to delay for fome time longer his de- 
parture from Meflina. At this place die Spanifli 
fleet remained till after the maflacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew; when Philip, being delivered from his 
anxiety with regard to the intentions of the French 
court, gave his brother permiflion to join the 

Venetians, 
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cere to cacnatr oc zztt znzLiim T*^"^?^ -- ^ T^-- ■ ;'^; Z* 
fued b caie oc T— cSi adn-L iiir^^i pi-ilf: • * * 
his TckA-cTkzc: :o atc-i-jt Szrci^ I: v^l: rn: jc"*: 
impractic^je 1:^ f-,r:;t ibi-r »et -:: rh>t .m.:?>. >.: 
of IViodon ; 2iid tDtrtfict :: ^u ri-':i!r?i rr p-i: 
the forces on ibors, ani :•- bzZ'jtz^ rbs ::»•- rv 
land. But fran this atrtrr.pc tbty \»tre :":•:" 6e* 
terred, by the iziorm'- yn isr.;ch tbr.- :ic;:»ou 
from fome tioops ient 10 recc:r.r.D*:r^ d:e ilrtr^ih 
of the place ; which was y^ cor-jplere.v ronined, 
that they could not expect to red::ce it before the 
approach of winter. 

It was next agreed to attempt the reduclica of s>ce or n*- 
Navarino, which is another town on the wcftern**'*-^ 
coail of the Morea, not many miles from Modon. 
The condud of this enterprife was committed to 
Alexander Farnefe, prince of Parma, who Ibme 
years afterwards filled all Europe v^iili his renown, 

and 
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Book IX. and acquired the charadter of one of the greateft 
^ — >^^^^ generals of this, or perhaps of any other age. But 
*S7*- the prefent undertaking did not afford him an 
opportunity of difplaying tbofe fuperior talents for 
which he is (b juftly celebrated. The garriibn was 
powerfully reinforced by detachments fent from 
Modon ; and, {o numerous an army was drawn to- 
gether from the neighbouring towns, and (ent bj 
Ulucciali to attack the befiegers, that Farnefe, at- 
*• ter battering the ramparts for feveral days, was 

it nifed. obliged to raife the fiege, and put his forces on 
board the fleet ; which (bon afterwards let (ail for 
Meffina. 

Detthoi Some months before this time the league had 

p>n»- fuffered an irreparablejofi, by the death of the 

pope ; whofe fucceflbr Gregory the Xlllth had n6- 

ther the fame zeal nor the fame influence and 

authority. Gregory, however, entered readily into 

his predeceflbr's views, and fliewed himielf willing 

to purfue the plan which Pius had adopted And 

Philip, who was now entirely free from his ap- 

prehenfions of a French invauon, had re(blved to 

exert himfelf more than ever in the profecution of 

TheVcne- ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Venetians having been highly 

liansmtke diflatisficd wjth the inaftivity of the Spanifh fleet 

[he TuTkJ^ in the preceding fummer •, and finding that after 

a trial of two years they had, ndlwithftanding the 

viftory of Lcpanto, derived little advantage from 

the war, to compenfate for the great expencc 

which it had coft them, they liftened to propofals 

made them by the French ambaflador, and through 

his interceflion concluded a feparate peace with 

the Sultan. 

The pope and Don John expreflcd their iodig- 
' nation againft the Venetians on this occafion with- 
out referve. But Philip thought it beneath his 
dignity to difcover either uneafmefs or refentment; 

and 
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Uid when intelligence of the peace was brought Book IX. 
him, he anfv jred coolly, that he had entered into '^ "^ ^ 
ibc league at die dcfire of the foverdgn pontiff; '5^*' 
and that, although the Venetians had thought pro- 
per to abandon it, he would flill employ his fleet 
and army as bdbre, for the attainment of thofe im- 
portant ends, the humbling of the Infidels, and the 
iecurity of Chriftendom, with a view to which the 
confederacy had been formed. 

Agrerably to this refblution, he fent orders 
to Don John, to Doria, and the marquis of Santa 
Croce, to employ their utmoft diligence in repair- 
ing and augmenting the fleet, and to hold it ready 
for entering upon adlion in the fpring. Thefe or- 
ders were punctually executed. Uiucciali, with the 
Tmkifh fleet, advanced as far as Prevefa in Epi- 
rus. But neither he nor the Spanifh commanders 
thought it expedient to try their force in a general 
engagement. At length Uiucciali, after reinforc- 
ing the earriibns of the maritime towns, difmifled 
the oorUirs who had come to his afliflance, and 
obout the end of fummer fet fail for Conflantino- 
ple. After which Don John, agreeably to his in- 
ftru&ions from the king, paffed over to Africa, 
with an intention to undertake the reduction of 
Tunis ; carrying with them for this purpofe a fleet 
of two thoufand fail, having twenty thoufand foot 
on board, befides four hundred light horfe, feven 
hundred pioneers, and a numerous train of heavy 
artillery. 

Tunis was at this time in the hands of the Turks, 
commanded by Heder Bafha, whom Selim had 
lately fent to govern the town and kingdom. He- 
der, feized with conflernation at the approach of 
the Spanifh fleet, left Tunis with his troops and a 
great number of the inhabitants, and Don John 
took poiTeflion of the place, without meeting with 
the fmallefl oppofition. 

Philip 
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Philip had inftrudted his brother, when he fent 
' him on this expedition, to deftroy Tunis, and to 
oaolt'j. ftrengthcn the fortifications of the iflc and fbrtrefi 
of Goletta *. But inftead of complying with thcfe 
inftrudtions, Don John refolved to forti^ the town 
more flrongiy than ever ; and having laid the foun* 
dations of a new fort, or citadel, he treated all the 
inhabitants who remained with lenity and indul* 
gence ; and engaged many of thofe who had fled, 
to return and fubmit to the Spanilh government; 
after which he carried back his fleet to Sicily. 

He ibon difcovered his intention in adling a part 
h contrary to the orders of the king. His fucccfi 
m an enterprife in which the late emperor bad fail- 
ed, though not entirely owing to the cowardice of 
the Turkith governor, had inflamed his ambition ; 
and he had conceived the hopesj that his brother 
would be perfuaded to ^rant him the title and dig- 
nity of king of Tunis, m compenfation for the fo- 
vereignty of Greece, which he had prevented him 
from accepting. The pope, it is faid, had diiap- 
proved of Philip's refolution to demolifh Tunis-, 
and had fecretly encouraged Don John to venture 
upon difobeying him ; nrom an opinion that the 
ereding a chriftian kingdom in Barbary, would 
prove the moft efFedtual means of extirpating the 
piratical ftates. It is certain that Gregory warmly 
folicited Philip to confer upon his brother the fovc- 
reignty of his new conqueft, and reprefented that 
all Cliriftendom, and efpecially Spain and Italy, 
would from thence derive the moft fubftantial ad- 
vantnges. 

Philip was con fcious that, notwithftanding his 
copious refources, it was beyond his power, while 

the 

• The Golctta, which is fituated at the entrance of the btj 
of Tunis, bad been in the hands of the Spaniards ever fince it 
was conquered by the emperor Charles. 
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m in the K frihtilhti, to c SCuaTt ^»s OL 

> potent an cac .' ss ibe Tmkifii Sahsn. 

lie hid dctad die ivsrsocMQaDs at Xxmis to 
ifmjuikd, in cvdci to nre xbe rmr !i fr of a 
cfDos guincci, viijdi « 3Qjd be DccensT for 
eicnoe. He <fid dcc, hovrrr?, cxprc^ gnsi 
itmcnt agiiisft Ics farcufaer ibr ooocreraniiag bis 
u^cms. Bat vLti^ tiie pope inicrccded wiiii 
toanferibe ibrrcirsgctT an Doc Jofao. here- 
in ** ThiL, mltfaoQ^ no paft m could he mcire 
:rdy concemed tb&n bimlelf, for kk Ivotfaer's 
mr and intercft ; yet there vs nmdi ground 
lonbc, whether either the cme or die odier 
Id be advanced by his coropjjirg with the 
e's lequcft ; and tisit he could zjot giant it, till 
Ihoold know whether he was able to nmintaia 
■oquifition which had been made, agamft the 
lidable annament the Sultan was preparing for 
xcovery." The prjdccce of this reply, whe- 

it did, or did not proceed from ibme fecrec 
ive of jealoufy ^aizift his brother, was fiilly 
fied by the ifliie. 

!f the fummer following, Selim fent tHucciali^^J^ 
nft Tunis, with a fleet confiding of three hun- ukea b^ 
J fliips, having about forty thoufand troops on^^^^ 
rd, under the command of his (bn-tn-law Sinan 
la. The new fbn which Don John had bc- 

to build, was not yet complete. Nor was the 
ifbn which he had left ftrong enough to hold 
long againfl fo great a force. Don John la- 
r^ with much zeal and anxiety in afl'embling 

Spanifli fleet, with an intention to raife the 
e, but he was detained for feveral weeks, firft 
3ne harbour, and afterwards in another, by 
ipeftuous weather and contrary winds. The 
rks in the mean time being powerfully fecond- 
by many thoufand Moors, under the governor 
Tripoli and the viceroy of Algiers, pulhed for- 
ward 
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Book IX. ward their operations at the fame time againft Tu- 

*-'"^''"*^ nis and the Goletta. The garrifons defended 

'57^ themfelves long with the utn[K)ft bravery; baiat 

lad they were overpowered by numbers, and both 

the Goletta and the town were taken by aflault. 

Don John was afFedted in the moft fenfible man- 
ner by this difafter ; which (hewed him the folly of 
his late prefumption, and extinguifhed tbofe flat- 
tering hopes which he had long indulged of attain- 
ing (ome regal or fovereign eftablifhmcnt. And 
his mortification on this occafion was the greater, 
becaufe, after his moft vigorous ef&rts, the Spanilh 
fleet wasftill too weak to enable him to take venge- 
ance on the enemy. Philip, for the fame reafon, 
dreaded that the Turkifh commanders would pur- 
fue their conquefts, and either attack his other pof- 
feflions in Africa, or attempt a defcent in Naples 
or Sicily ; and it is probable that his apprehenfions 
would have proved but too well founded, had Bot 
Selim died about this time, and left his throne to 
his fon Amurath the Third ; who devoted the be- 
ginning of his reign to the arts of peace ^ 

^ Prince Cantemir*8 Hift. of the Ottoman Empire. Aotoai* 
Herrera ; & Ferreras in hoc anno. Miniana, Lib. vii. 
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B O OK X. 

DURING the courfe of the tranfaftions related 
in the preceding bcx)k:, a variety of import- ^^^^ ^ 
ant events happened in the Netherlands, which ^"^^^^ 
require a more circumftantial narration. Affair* of 

^e Netbcr' 

In oppofing the prince of Orange and count *»^<*«- 
Lewis of Na(&u, it was confefled even by the duke 
of Alva's enemies, that he afted with the moft 
confummate prudence ; and if his condudk after- 
wards had been equally prudent, he might, not-^ 
withftanding the general odium which his tyranny* 
had excited againft him, have preferved the Ne- 
therlands in obedience to his authority. For if fuch 
of the people as were difaflfeded to his government 
remained quiet while the prince of Orange was at 
haiid to favour their attempts, it cannot be fuppof- 
ed, that, after all their hopes of afTiftance were ex- 
tinguiftied, they would have ever dared to difputc 
his will. And indeed the (pirits of this unhappy 
people, at the prefent period, feem to have been fb 

entirely 
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Book X. entirely broken, and their minds lb deeply imprefiP 
''''^^^T^ cd with awe and terror, that nothing could have 
'^ * infpired them with the courage which they after- 
wards difplayed, but infolence and oppreflion car- 
ried to the moft enormous height. 

Airt't vani- As foon the army of the prince of Orange was 
ty and arro* difbandcd, Alva difmifled his German cavalry, and 
**^*' having diftributed the greateft part of his infantry 
into winter quarters, he (et out himfeif with the re- 
mainder for Bruflels ; where, after a triumphant 
entry, he ordered his viftory to be celebrated with 
every fpecies of rejoicing. He then commanded a 
folemn thankfgiving for the fucce(s whidi had at- 
tended his arms to b^ obferved through all the pro- 
vinces ; and ordered a ftatue of himlelf to be form- 
ed in brafs, and medals to be (truck, which, while 
they ferved to perpetuate the memory of his ex- 
ploits, gave proof of a degree of vanity and arro- 
gance, which put his friends to the blufh, and 
made the world unwilling to yield him that praife 
which his vigour and abilities would have procured 
him \ One of the firft adls of his adminiftration af- 
ter 

^ In one of the medals he was reprefented riding in a iri- 
nmphal chariot, with Vidtory behind him putting a crown up- 
on his head. In his right hand he held a fword, to (ignify that he 
had conquered count Lewis by open force ; and in the left, an 
xgis, to exprefs that wifdom of which he had availed hiniteir 
* againd the prince of Orange : and as a farther emblem of his 
wifdoni, the chaiiot was drawn by owls, which in the ancient 
heathen fuperllition were facred to Minerva. 

But his ftatue, which was made at this time, and afterwards 
placed in the citadel of Antweip, afforded a llill more llrikiog 
proof of his vanity and arrogance. It was the workmanihip ot 
Jockeling, a German artift, the moft celebrated fculptor of the 
age. The governor was rcprefenred trampling under his feet 
the figure of a inonfter, having certain emblematical figns in 
different parts, which denoted the petition which had been pre- 
fenced to thedutchefs of Parma, the compromife, and the in- 
furre^ion and tumults which enfued. The bafe of the work 
was a fquare pillar of marble, containing on one fide the arrilVs 
name, and on the other three fides an encomium of the duk;: of 
Alva ; who is there (aid to have extinguifbed hereiy and rebel- 

lion, 
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tcr his retiim to Bmflels, was to detennine the Book X. 
fate of the pri loners whom he had taken during the ' 
campai^. ; and all fuch of them as were inhab c- 
ants of the Nttherlands were treated as rebels, 
and put to death. 

A STRICT inquiiy was fet on foor, to ditcover Histyrtaay. 
thole uho had, cither by word or deed, whilil the 
var fubfifted, iTiewn their inclinations fa%'ourabic 
to die prince of O.ange. And as the ilFue of the 
war had remained uncertain, and fortune had 
Sometimes favoured one fide and ibmctimes ano- 
ther, many pcnbns had unwarily given vent both 
trj their hopes and to :heir fears ; little i'ulpeding 
that they were to be called to lb rigorous an ac- 
count for unguarded exprelfions, utiered among 
their friends and neighbours, which were now im- 
puted to them as the moft atrocious crimtrs. T!ie 
people of the Low Countries had long enjoyed the 
privilege of not being tried by any judges, but 
thofe of the city or diftrid to which they belonged; 
and no citizen could be put to death who had not 
confclled his crime. No regaid was paid to euher 
of thele privileges. Pcrlons of all ranks were hur- 
ried from the places of their rcfidence, and carried 
to ib great a diftance as made it impo;ijbIc for them 
to dilprove the accufations brought againft them, 
liowever groundlefs. Great numbers v»ere fsiized 
on bare fu-picion ; many fuffercd death on the 

VuL. I. T lliglucft 

Hon, to have faveU the church f.om c!eflrudti::n, and reilored 
jufticc and tranquiiliry to the Netherlands. This n>onu.ncnr of 
Alva*s vanity was far fi oin bei.ig acceptable to ibc king ; it w:ii 
8 lubjedt ot'derilion among his eneittcs zi the court ot Sp.-iin -, 
and 10 the Fir luin^s, it cx.i:^d tbe higliji: rticniine'it ana in^ig* 
Datjon *., 

It appears from Grotius, that al>out this time th? d«jkt 
made leveral ufeful regulations \\i:\\ lega^d to trade, th.- coin, 
and the i.berty of the pref ; ^jut they failed in p;o::iv.ti!i^ tlie i^ur- 
poies for which they weie ir.t.ndjJ, and even the nieiioiv of 
them was fooa effaced by the violence of ihc uicafurcs wliich lie 
afterwards puifued. 

* Bcotivoglioy p 86. Van Lood, torn. i. p. 13s* Stradi, p. 2^^. 
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Book X. flighteft evidence; and others were harafled with 
^"-'^^^ profecutions, by which they were reduced to the 
■5^^* uLmoft poverty and diftrefs ^ 

The Nc- The iniquity and unrelenting cruelty exercifed 
defcrtcd'by by the inquifitors difFufed an univerfal terror over 
great nuna- all the proviuccs. Not Only the protcftants, but 
people. ^ likewife all who had ever fhewn themfelves attach- 
ed to the liberty of their country, faw, that nothing 
Jefe would fatisfy the governor than their utter ruin. 
It would not avail them, they perceived, to con- 
ceal their fentimcnts, nor even to difclaim them ; 
fince many of thofe who had done fo, had been 
punilhed with death and confifcation ; and had re- 
ceived no other favour from the judges, but that 
of having fufFered by the fword or halter, inftead 
of being committed to the -flames. Determined 
\>y thefe confiderations, great numbers of both fex- 
es abandoned their habitations, and withdrew into 
foreign parts. We ought not perhaps to believe 
what fome hiftorians relate, that no lefs than a hun- 
dred thoufand houfeswere forfakenby the inliabit- 
ants. It is however certain that feveral of the prin- 
cipal cities were fenfibly thinner, and fome whole 
villages and fmaller towns were rendered almoft 

defolatc. 

' The negligence vvliich the judges dlfcovered in the fentcn- 
CC3 which they pafled againft the unhappy vitliuis delivered 
over to them by the inquifitors, and in the warrants which they 
finned for their execution, would be incredible, ifihe many 
infiances recorded by the cotemporary hillorians did nor put it 
beyond all doubt. An order was ilfued at this time for execut- 
\r.g feveral o(^ the prifoners who had been condemned. In the 
iiii: of their names the name of one man was inferted whole 
c:i\i{c hid not been tiied, and he too was lei to execurion. 
Some time afrer, the judges gave orders to have this nun 
brought befoie tlicm for his trial. They were informed, that, 
in obedience to their former command, he had already foffered 
death ; and proof was at the fame time laid before them of his 
innoccncy. Moft of the judges exprefTed on this occafion great 
uneaiincfs ; but Vargas, the Spanifli lawyer, obferved, rh.t what 
had happened, ifrighrly confidered, ought not to give thcra 
much concern, fmce it was happy for die man*s foul that he had 
diedinnowcnt. 
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defokte. Many of ihofe who left the Netherlands Book X. 
went over to England, where they were well re- ^^ "C^ 
ceived by Elizabeth. And as in that country they ^^ ' 
enjoyed the free exercife of their religbn, they fix- 
ed their refidence in it ; and amply rewarded the 
Englifh for the proteftion afforded them, by intro- 
ducing among that people various branches of ma- 
nufacture, wrth which they had before been unac- 
quainted. 

The Low-Countries fufFered extremely from 
the deiertiofi of its inhabitants. But the duke of 
Alva, far from being deterred by this confidera- 
tion from the profecution of his plan, was at 
pains to prevent the return of the exiles, and 
even prohibited from returning all fuch of their 
friends as had gone to vifit riiem, by publifhing 
an edid, fetting forth, that they fhould be confi- 
dcred as holding intercourfe with rebels, and (hould 
be liable to the punilhment due to tliofe who gave 
affiftance to the enemies of the king. 

The goveraoF*s vanity was flattered about this 
time, by an embafly which came from the pope, 
to prefent him a confecrated hat and fword. This 
fort of prefent, which ufed to be bellowed only up- 
on princes, was conferred on the duke of Alva, as 
an illuftrious defender of the popifh faith ; and it 
contributed to confirm him in the purfuit of thofe 
(anguinary meafures, which had procured him fuch 
a diftinguilhed honour. 

But there was now almoft no occafion for em- THercacn- 
ploying meafures of this kind in his government ofull^! 
the Nedierlands. All peribns who had rendered 
themfelves obnoxious to his dilpleafure, had either 
been put to death, or had gone into a voluntary 
banilhment ; whrle thofe who remained had fliewn 
themfelves ready to yield an implicit and entire 
obedience to his will. The new bilhops, the de- 
crees of the council of Trent, the rites and cere- 
T z monies 
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Book X. monies of the Romifh church, were received and 
^""^^^^eftablifhcd throughout all the provinces. 

This fuccefs of the duke of Alva's arms and 
counfels gave great uneafinefs to fome of the 
neighbouring princes, and particularly to the queen 
of England. That wife princefs, had from the 
beginning of her reign beheld with anxiety the 
growing power of the Spanidi monarchy. She 
knew how much Philip was inclined to difturb 
her government, and was fenfible of the advantage 
which the vicinity of his dominions in the Nether- 
lands aflfbrded him, for carrying any fcheme which 
he might form againft her into execution ; efpeci- 
ally at the prefent period, when, inftead of the li- 
mited prerogative which he had hitherto enjoyed 
in thefe provinces, he had acquired an abfolute or 
defpotic power, and eilablifhed a military force, 
which was formidable to the neighbouring nations, 
as well as to the people whom it had been employ- 
ed to fubdue. Prompted by thefe confiderations, 
Elizabeth had granted her protection to the Fie- 
mifh exiles ; and, if we may credit fome hiftorians, 
Ihe had given fecret afliftance in money to the 
prince of Orange. The fituation of her affairs at 
liome, where (lie was difquieted by the machi- 
nations of the partifans of the queen of Scots, 
rendered it inexpedient for her to come to 
an open breach with the Spanirti monarch ; but 
notwithftanding this (he had refolved to lay hold of 
the firfl proper opportunity that (hould occur of 
counierading his defigns. 

^^« *''bV ^'^ ^'^^ ^^^ '^"8 before an occafion of this kind 
i^ngmg to offered, which (he readily embraced. Some mer- 
I'hiiip. chants of Genoa having engaged to tranfmit cer- 
tain fums of money for Philip's ufe into the Nether- 
lands, had put four hundred thoufand crowns on 
board five fmall veflels, which, being attacked on 
their way to Antwerp by privateers belonging to the 

prince 
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prince of Conde, were obliged to take Ihelter inBooK X. 
the harbours of Plymouth and Southampton. The^^'^^'Tr^ 
Spanifh ambaflador at the court of London imme- '^ • 
diately applied for a fafe-condud, that he might 
fend the money by the neareft way to the Low- 
Countries ; and at firft Elizabeth feemed willing to 
grant his requeft ; but afterwards (he ordered the 
ambaflador to be told, that, as (he underftood that 
the money was the property of the Italian mer- 
chants, (he had refolved to detain it for fome time 
in her own hands, and would take care that the 
owners (hould not have any reafon to complain. 
The ambalTador endeavoured to make it appear, 
that the money belonged to the king his mafter ; 
and he was feconded in his applications for it by 
letters addrefled to the queen from the duke of 
Alva. Elizabeth lent a deaf ear to their remon- 
ftrances, and difcovered plainly, that (he had re- 
Iblved to keep the money. Alva v/as not of a 
temper to bear patiently this infult. It was ever 
more agreeable to his nature, to conquer difficul- 
ties, than to attempt, by negociation, to elude them. 
Without regard to the treaties fubfifting between 
the Englifh and the Flemings, and without con- 
fiilting either the States or council of the Nether- 
lands, he ordered all the Englifh merchants at Ant- 
werp to be caft into prifon, and their efFeds to be 
confifcated. He did not confid^r, or he was not 
moved by the confideration, that the Flemings had 
at that time a much greater quantity of goods in 
England, than the Engli(h poffeflTed in Flanders. 
Elizabeth had no reafon therefore to be ferry for 
what had happened. But (he difpatched an ambaf- 
lador to Philip, to complain of the injury done to 
her; and not receiving fatisfadion, (he proceeded 
to make reprifals, and feized efTedts, belonging to 
Spanifli and Flemi(h merchants, by which her ^b- 
jefts were more than compeiifated for all the lolfes 
which they had fuftained in Flanders. Alva came 

at 
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Book X. at lad to perccivc his error, and fent over Chrifto- 
^■"^"^Cr^pher Aflbnvillc to England, to negociate an agree- 
'^ * ment with the queen. Elizabeth, wIk) took pleafure 
to nv^nify the pride of Alva, rcfiifed to admit Af- 
fonvilJeintoher prefencc, becaufe he had not cre- 
dentials from Philip. Alva, more enraged than 
ever by this affront, prohibited the people in the 
Low-Countries from holding any commercial inter- 
courfe v^ith theEnglifti; but at laft, after various 
negociations, the matier was adjuftcd by treaty, 
and die trade put upon its former footing, in the 
year one tlioufand five hundred and fevemy-four ^ 

In the mean time Elizabeth gained her end, and 
did a moft material prejudice to Philip's intercft in 
the Netherlands. This prejudice was indeed much 
greater than fhe intended, and was accompanied 
with more important confequences than fhe could 
poffibly forefee. Great arrears were due to the 
Spanifli troops, and Alva had contradled a confider- 
able debt by building citadels. Philip's treafury, 
although the richefl in Europe, was exhaufted by 
the expenfive wars in which he had been engaged 
againft the Turks and Moors ; nor couki he at 
prefent afford the money requifite for the mainte- 
nance of his forces in Flanders. In this fituation, 
the governor found it neceflary to have recourfe to 
the Flemings, whom he believed to bs fo thorough- 
ly fubdued, that they would not refufe to comply 
with any demand which he could make upon them. 

TSe taxes The abfurdity and folly, added to the opprefli- 
anf-foir ^^ 2"d tyranny, into which his arrogance, together 
peonies. vviJi lils igiiorance of the inrercfls of a commer- 
cial people, betrayed him on this occafion, may 
jiiftiy be ngaided as the chief caufe of all ihe diffi- 
culties which he afterwards encountered, and of all 

thofe 

•^Metcrcn, p. So. Strada, p. 252. Bentivoglio, p. 80. 
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tbofe aftonifhing exertions which the people made Book X. 
to free themfelvcs from the Spanifti yoke. It may "^^"^ ' 
appear furprifing, that the impofingof taxes, how- *5^* 
ever burdenfome, (hould have wrought more pow- 
erfully on their minds, than the cruel perfecutions 
which had been exercifcd with fuch unrelenting 
fury on account of religion. But the reafon is 
obvious. The perfecutions extended only to a cer- 
tain number of individuals; whereas the taxes 
aflfedted all men alike, and muft have proved the 
ftnirce of univerfal and perpetual oppreflion. 

The peojde in the Low-Countries had in no pe- 
riod been accuftomed to be taxed by their princes. 
The power of impofmg taxes belonged, by the 
conftitution and conflant pradice, to the aflembly 
of the States. And when the prmce had occafion 
for money, he had been accuftomed, from the ear- 
lieft times, to petiiion the States for a fuppiy, 
which they either granted or refufed, as they were 
fatisfied or difpleafed with the reafons for demand- 
ing it. At certain periods, and particularly in the 
beginning of the prcfcnt reign, tliey had carried 
their jealoufy of this important privilege fo far, as 
to appoint commillioners of their own to receive 
the money from the people, and to fee it applied 
to the purpofes for which it had been granted. 
The duke of Alva paid no greater regard to this 
riian he had done to their other privileges. He 
reiblved by his own authority, to eftablilh fuch 
taxes as would not only fuppiy his prefent neceflit)^ 
but ferve as a perpetual fund for defraying all the 
cxpencesof his government. 

The manner in which thefe taxes were impof- 
cd was not more arbitrary, than the taxes chem- 
felves were oppreffive. They were three in num- 
ber. The firft was a tax of one per ceni. on ail 
goods, whether awveable or immoveable. The 

fecond. 
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Boor X. fecond, of twenty per cent, to be paid annually, 
^■''"■^C**^ of all immoveable goods, or heritage. And the 
*5^ third, of ten pr cent, of all moveable goods, 
to be paid on every fale. It was enafted, that the 
firft of thefe taxes Ihould be paid only once ; but it 
was ordained, that the other two fhould continue as 
long as the public exigencies fhould require. 

Excite nni- In TIM AT! ON was made of thefe demands, in 
wnunt! ' the name of the king, to an aflembly of the 
States; and it is impqilible to defcribe the aftocifh- 
nient which they excited. The deputies knew not 
what anfwer to return ; and therefore defired 
time to conlider of the governor's requifitions, and 
to tranfmit an account of them to their conftiiu- 
ents They were received every where with grief and 
indignation \ and there was nothing to be heard 
but the bittereft lamentations over all the provin- 
ces. 

" It was not enough, they complained, for the 
king to have dripped the country of infinite num- 
bers of the people ; to have filled the provinces 
with foreign foldiers, and to have wreathed the 
yoke about the necks of the inhabitants, by garri- 
Ib s and citadels ; but they mud likewife bear the 
charge of fupporting thofe inftrumcnts of their op- 
preflion ; and fur this purpofe, inftead of the volun- 
tary and moderate contributions which they had 
been wont to pay under former princes, hz loaden 
for ever with the mod violent and oppreffive taxes. 
Notwithftanding the injuftice with which they had 
been trea:ed from the beginning of the governor's 
adminiftration yet, during his conteft with the 
princes oF Naflau, they had remained unfliaken in 
their fidelity to the king, and even co-operated with 
his forces agaiiift the enemy ; but it now appear- 
ed that their moft implacable enemy w^as the king 
himfelf J who feemed to deiire nothing fomuch, as 

to 
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to reduce them to a ftate of the mod wretched fla- Book X. 
very ; and in order to accomplifh an end fo cruel ^'^'^^^CT^ 
and inglorious, had fent among them the duke of *^^' 
Alva, whofe condudt feemed rather as if he had 
come to extirpate the inhabitants, th^ to govern 
or proteft them. But they had already borne too 
much. It was time to ITiew that they had not 
been infenfible of the treatment which they had 
received, and that they were not altogether un- 
worthy of their illuftrious anceftors, to whofe wif- 
dom and valour they were indebted for thofe inva- 
luable privileges, of which the king, and the odious 
inftruments of his tyranny, now wanted to deprive 
them •." 



When the States found that the new taxes were oppofition 
fo univerfally difagreeable to their conftituents, f/^J^^j^y^^ 
they took courage, and reprefented their own fen- the state*, 
timents concerning them to the governor. They 
reminded him of the diflurbances which had arifen 
from an attempt to eftablifh the tax of the hun- 
dredth penny, in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and fiftj-fix ; when perfons of all ranks dif- 
covered an irreconcilable averfion to it, not only 
on account of the exorbitancy of the tax itielf, 
but becaufe it reduced them to the difagreeable ne- 
ceflity of laying open their private affairs. There 
was ftill greater reafon, they obferved, for being 
diflatisfied with the other taxes ; and efp^cially that 
of the tenth part of moveable goods, to be paid 
at every fale. This was not only fuch a tax as 
had been never known in the Low-Countries, but 
would prove a burden which it would be utterly 
impoflible to fupport. It would amount, in many 
cafes, nearly to the value of the commodities 
themfelves ; fince the fame commodities were often 
transferred from one peribn to another, and from 
him to a third, a fourth, a fifch, a fixth, before 

they 

« Bentivoglio, p. 82. 
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Book X. they camc into the hands of the oonftuner Iq 
"^ — ^^^ woollen manufa<ftiires this was unavoidable; the 
'509. y^QCjl was purchafed by one fet of manufkdhirefs ; 
tlic yam by another ; the cloth, before it was dyed, 
by a third ; then it was fold to the merchant ; by 
hinn, to tlie retailer ; and by the retailer to his 
cuftomers for ufe ; and thus the tax propoTed 
would amount to fix or fevcn tenths of the full va- 
lue of the commodity. Several confequences, fa- 
tal to the profperity of the people, would enfue. 
Foreigners would no longer purchafe their manu- 
fadures, becaufe they could not fell them at the 
ufual prices. The manufacturers and merchants 
would fly from a country where they were fo 
grievoufly opprefled ; and the Flemings would be 
obliged to have rccourfe to foreign nations for 
thofe commodities with which foreigners had hi- 
therto been fupplied by them. Thus the fourccs 
of tlieir wealth would in a little time be dried up ; 
and, as they would not have any manufa6lurcs of 
their own, fo they could not long poflefs die means 
of purchafmg them from others. To thefe reafons 
they added another, taken from the great cxpcncc 
and difficulty with which the collcftion of the tax 
propofed muft be attended. A multitude of tax- 
gatherers muft be employed ; the people would ftill 
find it practicable, in numberlefs cafes, to elude 
the tax ; and the tranquillity of the provinces 
would be continually difturbed with altercations 
and difputes. 

In anfwer to this remonftrance, Alva, with 
much ignorance and haughtinefs, replied, that no- 
thing could convince him that the taxes required 
would be fo opprellive as had been repreiented ; 
fmce it was evident, that he demanded only one 
part of ten for the king, and left tlie remaining 
parts CO the people. That in his town of Alva 

in 
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in Spain, the tix of die tenth pfnny vns acV^!y ^<^* ^- 
micC and yitkkd ten an y^^ariy rent of iKtwcen ""T-W 
tony and fifty tfaoiifimd d«c2!5- T?ut if ijch a 
revenue as he expeded ihoqik] anie from it in the 
Netberfamds, be wovid deliver the people from a!l 
their other taxes. That he had often heard the 
kite emperor complain of the diSrj:c\- of prociu- 
itig money from his (ubieds in the Lo*-Countnes; 
and that, in order to obrain it, he had been con- 
ftnined to grant them privileges greatly prejudi- 
cial to his authority. But at prefe.it there was no 
room for remonftrances. Great arrears were due 
to his troops; feveral new forts muft be built 
without delay for the fecurity of the country ; 
money for thefe purpoies muft be immediately 
procured, and he could not devife any more et- 
fiedtual means of railing it, than the taxes whidi 
were propolcd \ 

Such was the governor's reply to the aflfembly 
of the States ; but being fenfible of the difficultits 
which attended his plan, he laid it before the 
council, and defired the oounfcHors to confider of 
the naoft eflfedual method of carrying it into exe- 
cution. There were fome of tliem, who, in or- 
der to ingratiate themfelves with the duke, exhort- 
ed him to perfift in his defign. And thefe men 
advifed him to endeavour firft to gain over fuch 
of the provinces as had diftinguifhed themfelves by 
their loyalty ; faying, that tl^eir example would 
foon be followed by the other provinces, who 
would dread incurring the imputation of difafFec- 
tion. 

But moft of the counfellors were of a contrary 
opinion, and particularly the prefident Viglius ; a 
minifter of long experience in the Netlierlands, 
and of undoubted fidelity to the king " The ob- 
** jedlions," he faid, *' which had been urged 

againft 
' Metcrcn, p. 89. 
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Book X. againft the taxes were unanfwerable ; for there 
^ ^^T^^^s ^he wideft difference between the kingdom of 
'^^ Spain, and the Low-Country provinces. The 
wealdi of Spain confided in the great extent of its 
territory and the fertility of its (oil. It was divid- 
ed from other kingdoms, either by inacceflible 
mountains, or by the ocean. It was complete 
wi:hin itfelf, and independent of any connexion 
with other countries. Whereas the Netherlands 
were of fuch fmall extent, as to be utterly infuffi- 
cient to fupport the inhabitants. They were fi- 
tuated in the heart of Europe, and had fo many 
different nations bordering upon them, that, if 
trade were difcouraged or opprefled, the manu* 
fadlurers and merchants could eafily, and would 
certainly, tranfplant themfelves, together with 
their arts, to the countries which lay around thera. 
This confequence was to be dreaded from much 
lefs burdenfome impofitions than thofe that were 
propofed ; which were fuch as had nevef taken 
place in any commercial ftate, and to which, he 
was confident, the people of the Low-Countries 
would never be perfuaded to fubmit. I (peak thus 
(continued he) prompted by a concern for the in- 
terefl of the king, as well as by a regard to the 
profperity of the Netherlands ; for there is the 
greateft reafon to apprehend, that if the governor 
fhall not depart from his relblution, trade will foon 
be reduced fo low, that the people will be difabled 
from furnifhing the fupplies requifite for the pur- 
pofcs of government ^*' 

This fpeech of Viglius ferved rather to incenfc 
the duke of Alva than to convince him. Without 
regarding either the dignity of the fpeaker, or the 
ftrength of his arguments, he vouchfafed to make 
no other anfwer, but that, long before this lime, 

he 
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he had rcfolved upon the taxes in difpute, and had Book X. 
communicated his refoluiion to the counts Barlai- ' ^C^ 
mont and Noircarmes, before he came into the "^^* 
Low-Countries. His purpofe was unalterably fix- 
ed, and thofe who were friends to the king muft, 
without any further altercation, exert their en- 
deavours to bring the States to a compliance with 
his will. 

When the States found that the governor was 
equally deaf to the remonftrances of the prcfident, 
as he had been to theirs, they began to dread the 
cffetfts of his difpleafure ; and in order to footh his 
rcfentment, they gave their confent to the tax of 
the hundredth penny ; intreating him, at the fame 
time, to pafs from the other taxes, and reprefent- 
ing again, in the ftrongeft terms, the ruinous con- 
sequences which would attend them. But he was 
ftill as inexorable as ever ; although he condefcend- 
ed on this occafion to make a trial of (bme fofter 
expedients, before he (hould have recourfe to^ thofe 
of a more violent nature, which, in cafe of ne- 
ceflity, he was determined to employ. 

In the beginning of the year one thoufand five ^^IJ^{^, 
hundred and fixty-eight, Philip, with the advice of dcmnity. 
the inquifitors at Madrid, had pronounced a gene- 
ral fentence againft his fubjedts in the Netherlands, 
finding them obnoxious to juftice, and depriving 
them of their fortunes, rights, and privileges. By 
this extraordinary fentence, which, from xhe na- 
ture of it, was incapable of being executed, he 
had kept this unhappy people in perpetual anxiety; 
but at lad, believing their fpirits to be thoroughly 
fubdued, and dreading the utter defolation of the 
provinces, he had refolved to publifh a general in- 
demnity ; and, fome mouths before the prefent 
period had tranfmitted it to the duke of Alva, 
together with a confirmation of it by the pope. 
The duke thought that he could not publifli Uiis 

indemnity 
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BdoK X. indemnity at a more feaibnable juncture ; and be* 
^*-*v — ^ flattered himfelf, that it would ferve to conciliate 
*57®- the favour of the people, and make it eafier for 
him to overcome their averfion to the taxes. It 
was firft made public in the city of Antwerp^ 
where the governor, feated on a lofty throne, fur- 
rounded widi a degree of pomp which no former 
governor had affumed, ordered it to hz read in 
the prefence of a prodigious concourfe of people, 
who had come from all quarters to hear it, full of 
the mod anxious expectation. It was afterwards 
printed and difperfcd over all the provinces. But 
it was extremely ill-calculated to promote tlie pur- 
pofe defigned ; and was closed with fuch a num- 
ber of exceptions, as tended rather to awaken 
the fears of tlie people, than to allay or remove 
them. 

From the benefit of it were excluded, not only 
all the preachers of the reformed religion, but 
likewife all 'thofe who had ever lodged or enter- 
tained them in tlieir houfes ; all who had been 
concerned in breaking the images, or in violating 
the monartcries and churches ; all who had fub- 
fcribed the compromife, the petition of the nobles, 
or any other fuch bond of aflbciation ; and laftly, 
all thofe who had given afliftancc, or fhewn fa- 
vour, by word, deed, or writing, to the enemies 
of the king. Such were the exceptions that re- 
garded individuals; and with refpeft to cities and 
commiHiities, it was declared, that if any of them 
fhould l)e found to have been acceflbry to the 
late diforders, on the pretence of maintaining their 
privileges, the king referved to himfelf the power 
of punifliing or forgiving them, as he fliould judge 
expedient. 

How re- It is not furprifing that an a<St of indemnit)' fuch 

*''"'^'^* as this, fhould have failed to produce any falutar)- 

cifeft. Perfons of all ranks were highly offended 

with 
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Book X.more peremptory tone to the other provinces. H^ 
^"""""^^ ' would take care, he faid, in levying the tax, to 
'^^^' prevent the confequences which they apprehended 
might arife from it ; and would aboiifh it, if he 
found it hurtful to their trade. In the mean time 
it was the will of the king that it fhould be im- 
pofed. The king had inverted him with power to 
exadt it ; and he was unalterably determined to 
employ that power for the purpofe for which it 
had been conferred. He* concluded with remind- 
ing them of the guilt which they had contradted 
during the late commotions ; and bid them efteem 
it a happinefs that they were now allowed to atone 
for their folly, by giving a part of their fubftance, 
when the king might in juftice have feized the 
whole. 

^H^*°** By thefe promifes and threats an aflent was at 
fatimidt'ed. lad extorted ; but it was given upon two condi- 
tions, that all the provinces, without exception, 
fhould agree to the taxes ; and that the governor 
fhould, according to his promife, moderate them 
in fuch a manner, that no prejudice could arife 
from them to the trade or manufadtures of the 
Netherlands. The only provinces which rejeded 
diefe condiiioRS were thofe of Utrecht and Bra- 
bant. And the former of thefe difcovered, in the 
progrefs of this affair, a firmnefs and iiitrepidiiy 
that deferves to be recorded. 

The rcro- SooN after the governor's orders were commimi- 
luie condua catcd to thc Statcs of Utrecht, they fent ambalTadors 
o: Utrecht" to reprefent, that having taken his demand under 
their moft ferious confideratio:!, they were unable 
to conceive how it could poiiibly be granted. The 
territory of Utrecht, they faid, was fmall; the 
inland parts of it were barren, and the other 
parts were preferved from the fury of the wateis 
at an immenfc expence. Although they had but 

lately 
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lately become fubjeft to the houfe of Auftria, yet. Book X. 
in order to raife the tributes impoied upon them by ^^^^^^ ' 
the lace emperor and the prefent king, they had '^^^' 
been obliged to contract a very large debt, which 
they had never been able to repay. During the 
late diflurbances, they had fuflfered more than the 
other provinces ; their city had been fbrfaken by its 
rood induftrious inhabitants, and their trade, which 
was never great, almoft annihilated. But as they 
knew the necefliiy of the governor's affairs, and 
were fenfible how much they had been indebted to 
him for reftoring tranquillity to the Netherlands, 
they were willing to affift him to the utmoft ex- 
tent of their ability, and would engage to pay 
him yearly a hundr^ thoufand florins tor fix years ; 
provided they were freed from all other burdens 
during that time. 

This oflfer the governor rejefted with fcom and 
indignation. The States then fent another embaf- 
iy, to inform him, that they had confidcred fully 
of what they could afford ; they had flattered 
themfelves that their offer would have met with a 
favourable acceptance ; they were confcious of 
having given the ftrongefl: proof of an inclination 
to comply with his defire ; but, whatever (hould 
be the confequence, they muft now declare, that 
it was beyond their power to offer more. And in 
this declaration, the prefidents of the five churches 
concurred ; protefting, that they could not agree 
to the taxes propofed, without incurring the cen- 
fure of excommunication, which was denounced 
ia the pope's bull \ in ccsna Domini^ not only 

Jiinft thofe who impofed taxes on the revenues 
the church, but againfl thofe like wife who fub- 
mitted to them. But the governor paid no greater 
regard to this proteflation of the ecclefiaftics, than 
Vol. I. U to 

^ Publifhcd bj Pitts V. ann. i 568. Vol. Hcnnalt, p. 236. 
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Book X.to the remonftrances of the States, It provoked 

^'"■*">''"^*^him exceedingly, to meet with fuch obftinate rcfift- 

' 57® ance from fo inconfiderable a province as Utrecht. 

He had threatened to employ force, and he now 

reiblved to put his threat in execution. 

He began with fending to the city of Utrecht a 
regiment of infantry, confiding ot two thoufand 
four hundred men ^ who, bendes exadling the 
fame number of florins a week for their pay, lived 
at free quarters in the houfes of the inhabitants, 
and knowing the governor's dcfign in placing them 
there, indulged themfelves in every fpecies of out- 
rage. He fummoned the magiftrates of the city, 
and the States of the province, to appear before the 
council of tumults, to anfwer for their condudl in 
the year one thoufand five hundred and fifty-fix, 
when they yielded to the proteftants one of the 
churches of the city for their religious aflemblies. 
It did not avail them to allege in their defence, that 
only a few individuals were concerned in this deed ; 
that thefe few had a6led with the beft intention to- 
wards the king and the catholic religion, and had 
made that conceflion, of which the whole city was 
now accufed, in order to prevent the mod unhappy 
confequences, which would otherwife have arifen 
from the intemperate zeal of the reformers. Thefe 
defences made no impreflion on the duke, or on 
the council. And fentence was pafled with very 
little hefitation, at the fame time, againfl: the 
ecclefiaftics, the nobles, and the feveral cities of 
the province. The ecclefiaftics were deprived of 
their right of voting in the aflembly of the States ; 
the nobles were ftript of all their honours and im- 
munities ; the cities of Utrecht, Amersfort, Wyck, 
and Rhenen, were declared to have forfeited their 
privileges ; and, as Utrecht was fuppofed to have 
been more particularly guilty, it was enaded, 

that 
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that all the territory. and revenues belonging to the Book X. 
city and corporations (hould be confifcated. 

The States were fo far intimidated by this iniqui- 
tous fentence, and their patience fo much exhauft- 
ed by the oppreffive rapacity of the foldiers, that 
they were induced to raife the offer which they had 
made of one hundred thoufand florins, to one hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand. But neither what they 
had already fuflfered, nor what they dreaded from 
the governor's refentment, could induce them to 
yield their confent to the taxes of the tenth and 
twentieth penny. 

This refolute condudl of the people of Utrecht 
was attended with the moft important confe- 
quences. It annulled the obligation under which 
the other States had come, when they confented 
to the taxes, on condition that all the provinces 
fhould concur; and it confirmed the people in 
their refolution fbenuoufly to oppofe the levying of 
the taxes. 

The governor was aware how difficult it would 
have been, in their prefent temper, to carry his 
plan into immediate execution; and although it 
does not appear that he ever entertained the remot- 
efl thoughts of dropping it, yet, as his occafions 
for money were extremely preffing, he called an 
affembly of the States to Bruffels, and demanded, 
that, befides the hundreth penny, to which they 
had formerly confented *, they fhould, in place of 
the other taxes, pay two millions of guilders year-^ 
ly, for fix years. The States endeavoured 10 
make him fenfible of the exorbitancy of this de- 
mand, but in vain. He gave them a month to 
confider of it ; arid at lafl, from their dread of 
his tyranny, they agreed to his requefl. 

U 2 The 

I This amounted to 4,000,000 guilders. 
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Book X. The prince of Orange was not an unconcerned 
^"-"'^''""^ fp^dlator of thefe tranfadtions. He had gone, as 
cold^of ^^s mentioned before, at the end of the year one 
the prince thoufand five hundred and fixty-eight, to join the 
of Orange. ppQ^^ft^nts in France. He was prefent, and had a 
confiderable (hare in the feveral adtions which paff- 
ed between the Calvinifts, and catholics, at la 
Charite, Roch-la-ville, and Poidkiers. But being 
too deeply interefted in the af&trs of the Nether- 
lands to remain long at (b great a diftance from 
them, he had left his brother count Lewis to com- 
mand the German forces in France ; and having 
returned in September one thoufand five hundred 
and fixty-nine, to his county of Naflku in Germa- 
ny, he had been employed for fbme time in making 
preparations for trying his fortune once more 
againfl the Spaniards. 

In Germany he received particular intelligence 
of every thing that had happened in the Low- 
Countries fmce his departure. He was informed 
how much the duke of Alva had increafed the ha- 
tred which the people entertained againft his per- 
fon and government. He received the ftrongeft 
aiTurances of their difpofition to revolt ; and was 
folic! ted by the catholics, as well as prottftants, 
by thofe who ftill remained in the country, as well 
as thofe who had been forced to leave it, to 
take up arms in their defence But he had not 
forgot the caufe of the failure of his firft at- 
tempt ; and he refolved not to begin any military 
operations, nor even to levy forces, till he fhould 
be better provided than formerly with the means 
of their fupport. 

The exiles Soon after Alva's arrival in the Netherlands, 
ku!>"ied e "^^"y ^f ^h^^^ ^^^ had left the country on ac- 
hisauthori- count of the perfecuiions, had united together, 
'^* and fitted out a great number of armed veflels, 

with which ihey feized all the Spanilh Ihips which 

they 
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they could meet with on the Flcmifh or Englilh^oox X. 
coaft. Thefe adventurers had lately, through the ^-""^^""^ 
violence of Alva*s adminiftration, received a great *^^°' 
increafe of number ; and had been joined by many 
perfons of rank, who had acquired an afcendant 
over them. They were all ftrongly attached to the 
prince of Orange, from whofe wifdom alone they 
had any hopes of* being reftored to their native 
country ; and they defired nothing fo much as that 
he would undertake the direction of their affairs. 
They agreed therefore, as foon as it was propofed 
by their leaders, to receive commiffions from him, 
and to pay a fifth part of the value of all their prizes 
to certain officers, to be appointed by him to re- 
ceive it. 

As their fleet was greatly fuperior to any which 
the duke of Alva poffcffed, they did incredible 
mifchief to the Spanifh, and fometimes too to the 
Flemifh merchants ; and if their prizes had been 
fold to advantage, the proportion which they allow 
cd to the prince of Orange would have amounted to 
a confiderable fum. 

William had recourfe, at the fame time, tointiigues of 
another method of improving his finances. He^*}*^J^^" 
empowered fome of the inferior nobiliiy to grant 
commiffions in his name, to the proteftant preach- 
ers, who went throughout the provinces in difguife, 
and procured contributions from all thofe who 
were difaffedted either to the catholic religion or 
the Spanifti government. Thefe men not only 
knew better to whom it was proper to apply, but, 
by their piety and eloquence, they had greater in- 
fluence over the people, than any other perfons 
whom the prince could have employed. By their 
means too, he acquired a thorough knowledge of 
the difpofition of the people, and formed a corre- 
fpondence with many of die principal inhabitants, 
which contributed not a little to advance his views. 

Thefe 
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Book X. Thcfc tranfaAions were carried on chiefly in Hol- 
^— "v"-^land and Zealand, where the reformed religion 
^5"°' had made greater progrefs than in the (buthern pro- 
vinces; and where, from the nature and fituation 
of the country, interfered by navigable rivers, ca- 
nals, and branches of the fea, the people dreaded 
lefs, and were in reality lefs expofed to, the power 
of the Spaniards. It was in thefe provinces, form- 
ed both by nature and art to be the feat of liberty, 
that the prince of Orange had wifely refolved to 
make his fiift attempt to gain a footing in the Ne- 
therlands. And, accordingly, intrigues were form- 
ed, and plans concerted, between his agents and 
fqme of the principal inhabitants, for delivering the 
maritime towns into the hands of the proteftant 
exiles. Attempts were made to get poflcflion of 
Enchuyfen, and other cities in North Holland ; but 
from different caufes they proved abortive at this 
time, and were laid afide till fortune fhould be 
more propitious. The perfons concerned in them 
had little reafon, it may be thought, to flatter 
themfelves with the hopes of fecrecy ; yet fb uni- 
verfelly odious was the Spanifh government be- 
come, to the catholics as well as the reformers, 
that none, even of thofe by whofe means the plots 
of the Orange party were defeated, could refolve 
to give information of them to the governor. They 
were averfe from gratifying a man whom they had 
fo much reafon to deteft ; and abhorred the 
thoughts of that cruelty, which they knew would, 
in cafe of a difcovery, be exercifed againft the 
guilty. 

surprfeof The duke of Alva therefore remained entirely 
U*uvc'ae!n. ignorant of all that pafled ; nor does it appear that 
he entertained the leaft fufpicion of the machinati- 
ons of his enemies, till the taking of the fort of 
Ix)uvefl:ein. This fort (lands in the ifland called 
Bommel, which is formed by the Maefe and the 
Waal ; and, though weakly fortified, was of great 

importance 
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importance on account of its fituation. It was Book X. 
taken by furprife at this time, by Herman de Ry- ^^^^^"*^ 
ter, a native of Bois-le-Duc, who wiftied to fig- *'^''' 
na}ize himfelf by (bme gallant exploit in the fervice 
of the prince of Orange. He had carried with him 
no more than fifty men, and with this fmall num- 
ber he hoped to be able to defend the fort till his 
aflbciates (bould arrive, but unfortunately they 
were prevented from advancing by fomc unfore- 
feen accident ; and in the mean time the fort was 
invefted by a fuperior force, which had been fent 
againft him, from Bois-le-Duc, by Roderigo de 
Toledo. The befieged defended themfelves long 
with the moft obftinate valour ; but they were at 
laft overpowered by numbers, and De Ryter him- 
^Ifwasflain \ - 

The duke of Alva was grieatly alarmed by this indignttion 
event. He confidered the caufe more than the ef- ^p^f^^^^^* 
fedt, and apprehended that this firft enterprize of his ** 
enemies, which had been (b eafily fruftrated, would 
ere long be followed by other attempts in dif- 
ferent parts of the provinces. It excited in his 
fiery temper a degree of rage and indignation 
equal to his anxiety. And his refentment was in* 
flamed by the oppofition which the people had 
made to his raifing the tax of the hundreth pen- 
ny ; efpecially in the maritime provinces, where 
he had never been able either to levy that tax, 
or their proportion of the two millions of guild- 
ers, which the General States had confented to pay 
him yearly. This oppofition might have opened 
his eyes, and (hewn him the neceflity of em- 
bracing milder expedients, than he had hitherto 
employed; but inftead of this, it ferved only to 
fix him in his firft purpofe of having recourfe 
to open force and violence. And he was 
xefolved, whatever (hould be the confequences, 

to 

* Mctcrcn, p. 86. Bentivoglio, p. 87. 
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Boot X. to compel the people to fubmit, not only to the 
^"'T'C^ ^^x of the hundredth psnny, to which the States 
' had given their confent, but likewife to that of 
the tenth and twentieth, to which they had refufed 
it '. To give a colour to his condudt, he afferted 
in the council, that the States had confented to 
the two latter taxes as well as the former. Viglius, 
and fome others of the counfellors, reminded him, 
that the confent obtained had been eranted upon a 
condition which did not yet fubuft. But Alva 
was not in a temper of mind, at this time, in 
which he could either liftcn to the truth, or bear 
with contradidlion. They were no better than re- 
bels, he faid, who durft affirm, that the States had 
not confented. The king's honour, as well as bis 
intereft, required, that the taxes (hould be levied 
without delay ; and he would fufler himfelf to be 
cut in pieces, rather than allow the States to break 
the promife which they had given him. 

ftis edia He accordingly ilTued an edidt, requiring all the 
I^ymcnf of inhabitants of the Low-Courttries to make immedi* 
the t»ic8. ate payment of the tenth and twentieth, as well as 
of the hundredth penny, to the officers appointed 
to receive them. But, as he had promifed to mo- 
derate the two former taxes in fuch a manner as to 
prevent the pernicious confequences that were ap- 
prehended, an immunity from the tenth penny 
was granted to foreign merchants, on the firft fale 
of goods imported; and they were permitted to 
export them again, without paying this tax, pro- 
vided the goods had not been transferred from one 
pcrfon to another during their continuance in the 
country. The fame immunity was likewife grant- 
ed on the firft fale of cattle, corn, and fruits, the 
produce of the Netherlands. 

These 

^ Bentivoglio, p. 87. 
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Thj^ss immunities, which the governor confi-Booc X. 
dered as proofs on his part of ihe^ greateft conde- ^''"^ ^ 
Icenfion, had no cffedk towards reconciling the pco- Thc^^ofe- 
plc to die taxes, which they believed would, not- quencet «f 
withftandins thefe conceffions, be attended withj^/c."" 
the ruin of their commerce and manufactures. 
Their avcrfion to them, and their refoluti- 
on to oppofe the levying of them, were as 
(Irons as ever. In many towns the people began, 
ftlmm as loon as the edidt was publifhed, to feel a 
fcarcity of the common neceflaries of life. Provi- 
fions were not brought to market; nor did the 
merchants expofe their goods to fale as formerly ". 
Thefe inconveniences were felt in no place more 
than in Bmflcls, where the governor refided. There 
was an entire ftagnation in that city of every fpe- 
cies of commercial intercourfe. Neither food nor 
drink could be purchafed in it. The (hops and 
workhouies were (hut up. The lower fort of peo- 
ple were reduced to defpair ; and the whole city 
was overwhelmed with grief and confternation. 

In this lituation, Alva formed the barbarous h« birin- 
reiblution of putting to death, before their own '"'" 
houfes, feventeen of the principal inhabitants. His 
foldiers were under arms; the gibbets, the ropes, 
and the executioners, were prepared ; when hap- 
pily, only a few hours before the time fixed 
for the execution, a meffenger arrived with in- The Briii« 
formation that the exiles had made a defcent on UJe £,-|e5. 
the ifland of Vorn, and got poffefTion of the Brille, 

Alva, thunderftruck with this intelligence, re- 
called his bloody orders ; and refblved, though 
with much reluctance, to fufpend for a time the 
levying of the taxes. He was deeply fenfible of 
the advantages which the exiles might derive from 
theiracquifition ofa place, which, on account of 

its 
» Bentlvoglio, p. 87. 
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Book X.its fituation at the mouth of a great river, and in 
^^-^"v — * the neighbourhood of many important cities, had 
■57*- always been confidered as one ot the chief keys of 
the Netlierlands. He knew likewife how extremely 
di(afFcdted the people in the maritime provinces 
were to his perfon and government ; and he dread- 
ed that other places would follow the example of 
the Rrille, and open their gates to the enemy. 

He had the greater reafon to be uneafy at this 
event, as he had not exerted himfelf with proper 
vigour to prevent it. He had negledled to form a 
naval force fufiicient to contend with the exiles; 
and had thereby not only fufiered the trade of die 
Netherlands to be ruined, but had left his govern- 
ment almoft defencelefs on that fide, where, from 
the nature of the power which the proteflant exiles 
poflefled, it was in the greateft danger of being at- 
tacked. He had not even put garrifbns into the i 
cities that were moft expoied ; but, at the vciy 
time when the exiles were hovering on the coaft, J 
kept a numerous body of troops quartered in 
Utrecht ^ which, if they had been diftributcd 
among the fea-coaft towns, might have baffled all 
the attempts of the enemy. Of this fupine negli- 
gence, in a perfon of fo great vigour and abilities 
as Alva, no account can be given, but the extreme 
contempt in vt'hich he held the proteftant exiles; 
whom he confidered as fit only to exercife piracy 
upon merchant fhips, but utterly incapable of con- 
ducing any important enterprife. 

But although he had not taken the neceflary 
precaution to fecure himfelf againft their attempts, 
he had not been altogether inaiteniive to their mo- 
tions. He had complained to the queen of Eng- 
land, of her permitting them to fell openly in her 
dominions, the goods of which they had robbed 
the fubjedis of the king his mafter. This was in 

effect 
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^fedl giving affiftancc, he faid, to the king's rc-Booi 
bellious fubjedts, and was a violation of the treaties ^ ^ 
which fubfifted between the Spanifli and Englifh '^^'" 
crowns. Elizabeth was fccretly a friend to the 
Flemifh exiles; and (he had little reafon, and as 
litdc inclination, to gratify the defires of Philip, 
or the duke of Alva, She knew that, for fomc 
time pad, they had maintained a correfpondeooe 
with her catholic fubjefts, and had ufed their en- 
deavours to di(liirb her government. But ihe did 
not judge it proper at this time to come to an open 
rupture with Philip. She dierdbre complied with 
Alva's requeft ; ordered all (hips belonging to fuch 
of the inhabimts of the Low-Countries, as had 
withdrawn their allegiance from the king of Spain, 
to leave her harbours ; and forbade her fubjedts to 
i^milh them with (helter or provi(ions. 

This unlooked-for complaifance of Elizabeth, 
which was matter of great triumph to the duke of 
Alva, and of equal mortification to the exiles, was 
attended, in the iffiie, with confequences very 
different from thofe which were expedted. It re- 
duced the exiles to defpair ; and as they were now 
thrown off by the only foreign power from which 
they had received protection, they refolved, if 
poffible, to acquire pofleflion of fome place of 
ftrength in their native country. Having with this 
view ailembled at Dover, they fet fail with twen- 
ty-five fhips, under William de Lumey count de 
la Marck, who held the chief command among 
them, by commiffion from the prince of Orange. 
In their voyage they had the good fortune to meet 
with two Spani(h veflels richly laden, which was 
no fhiall confolation to them in their prefent for- 
lorn fituation. They intended to have made an 
Uttcmpt upon Enchuyfen, in North Holland ; but 
the wind being contrary, they were obliged to 
put into the Maefe, where they ca(t anchor before 

the 
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Booi X the town of Brilld, on the firft of April one thoo- 
^— V — 'fand five hundred and fcvcnty-two. The count 
'57*- De la Marck immediately landed his troops, and 
f^nt a meiTenger to fummon the inhabitants, in 
the name of the prince of Orange, to furrendcr. 
But as they hefitated for fomc time what anfwcr 
they (hould return, he began to fufpe6t that they 
were preparing to make refiftance, and therefore 
ordered the gate on the north fide to be burnt 
down. This was done accordingly ; and he en- 
tered, and took poffeffion of the town without op- 
pofition, at the head of only two hundred and fifty 
men. 

So accidental and fo eafily accomplifhed was the 
firft event of that war, which rendered the Ne- 
therlands a fcene of horror and devaftation for more 
than thirty years ; but which, whilft it proved the 
fource, on many occafions, of extreme diflreis to 
the people, called forth an exertion of virtue, fpi- 
rit, and intrepidity, which (eldom occurs in the 
annals of hiftory. Never was there a more un- 
equal conteft than this which was now begim be- 
tween the inhabitants of the Low-Countries and 
the Spanifh monarch ; and never was the iffue of 
any difpute more contrary to what the parties had 
reafon to expedl. On the one fide, a people, con- 
fifting chiefly of manufafturers and merchants, in- 
habiting a country of fmall extent, and already 
much exhaufted by a long continued exercife of 
tyranny and opprellion : on the other, the richeft 
monarch of the age, who was mafter of the mod 
numerous and beft difciplined forces, commanded 
by generals diftinguifhed above their cotemporarics 
by their confummate (kill in the art of war. No- 
thing but defpair could have made the people of 
tlie Low-Countries enter the lifts with an adverfary 
<b much fuperior to them. And it Could hardly 
be fuppofed that they would not be quickly over- 
whelmed 
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whelmed. But, from the fequel it will appear, Book X. 
how ra(h it is to conclude with confidence, that ^ "^'^'^^ 
becaufe an event is improbable, therefore it will '57^ 
not happen, j^ 

Ok the next day, after the ptDteftants had made 
themfelves matters of the Brille, they began to 
convey their booty on board their (hips, with the 
defign of proceeding on iheir voyage to Weft 
Friefland ; but one of their number, a native of 
the [rface % having reprefented that they could not 
reafonably expedt to find a more comrnodious let- 
tlement elfewhere, the count de la Marck, and all 
the reft entered readily into this opinion ; and they 
reiblved without delay to fortify the town with tlie 
cannon belonging to the fieet 

They had juft time to put themfelves into aFruHMi 
jwfturc of defence, when the cou.nt de Boflut % to^c^lJd!^ 
whom the duke of Alva had given orders to attack BriUc 
them, arrived in the ifland with a body of Spanifli 
troops, colleded from Utrecht and other places in 
the neighbourhood. The count de la Marck, 
whofe forces were much inferior in number to the 
enemy, remained within the town, with a refolu- 
tion to defend it to the laft. The Spaniards ad- 
vanced to the walls, and began to batter them 
with their artillery ; when one of the townfmen 
leapt into a canal, and fwimming a little way till 
he came to a ffuice, which Boflut had negledled 
to fecure, he broke it down, and let in fuch a 
quantity of water, that, in a few liours, a great 
part of the country was overflowed. This did not 
deter Bofllit from the profccution of his enterprife ; 
although it obliged him to remove his forces to the 
(buth (ide of the town, where the ground which led 
to the principal gate was ftill uncovered by the wa- 
ter. La Marck had planted there his heavieft can- 
non ^ 

• Trcflong. ' Governor of Holland. 
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Book Xnoii ; and the Spaniards had Kttle profpedt of be- 
^■"^^^ ^ ing able to carry their point (bon. In the mean 
'5^*' time, two of the boldeft leaders of the exiles Tal- 
lied out with a part of the foldiers from the op- 
pofite gate, and marching along the dykes to the 
place where Boflut had left his (hips, they burnt 
fome of them, funk others, fet the reft adrift, and 
then returned fafe to the city. When the Spaniards 
were advertifed of this difafter^ and perceived the 
water round them rifing higher and higher, they 
were ftruck with a fudden panic, and betook them- 
felves with the utmoft precipitation to the Ihore. 
Moft of them made their efcape to the oppofite 
coaft in fome veflels, which the enemy had not 
time either to let loofe or to deftroy ; and others, 
by fwimming till they reached the (hips that had 
been fee adrift ; while a confiderable number was 
fwallowed up in the mud and water. Had they 
been purfued by the enemy, they muft all have 
perifhed. But La Marck, who was doubtful of 
the afFedlions of the citizens, thought it dangerous 
to quit the town, left they (hould (hut the gates, 
and turn his own artillery againft him. 

From this fuccefs, the proteftants derived an in- 
creafe both of ftrength and courage. The citizens 
declared openly in their favour, and they were im- 
mediately joined by numbers who flocked to them 
from all parts of the ifland. The names of the 
inhabitants were regiftered ; ana they all fwore 
allegiance to the prince of Orange, as the only 
legal governor of Holland ; engaging to defend 
the town and ifland in bis name, and that of the 
king, againft the duke of Alva and the Spaniards I 

Their 

•J This firft vi6lory of the proteftants was fullied by that fii- 
vage teiocity, of which there are many inftances in the prefent 
war. The Monks knowing how obnoxious they were to the 
conquerors, endeavoured to make their efcape from the ifland ,- 

bttt 
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Their example quickly difFufcd the fpirit by Book X. 
u^hich they were aftuated, and ferved as a fignal ^"■'">^'*^ 
of revolt to other places. Of this the count De '^^^' 
Boffut foon received a convincing proof. Having 
with great difficulty palled over from Vom to 
Beyerland, he led his troops towards Dort, where 
he intended to refrelh them after the fatigue which 
they had undergone. But the inhabitants having 
heard of his repulfe at the Brille, and dreading, that 
he might compel them to pay the taxes, they re- 
vived, whatever fhould be the confequence, to 
refufe him admittance into the city. As he was 
not in a condition to employ force, he marched 
diredly to Rotterdam, 

There too he found the people equally averfe Boffuft 
from the admiffion of the Spaniaids ; but after ^(-^f^^ 
Turing the magiftrates that he meant only to lead ^^ ^^o«»*^ 
them through the town, and not to lodge them in^*""* 
it, he perfuaded them to fufFer the feveral com- 
panies to pafs through it, one by one. The ma- 
giflrates had reafon quickly to repent of this con- 
ceflkm. No fooner had die firft company entered 
the city, than Boffut, without regard to his en- 
gagement, ordered them to keep the gates open, 
till the other companies (hould arrive. The citi- 
zens reproached him with his treachery, and at- 
tempted to (hut the gates by force. He had hi 
therto been held in efteem for his moderation ; 
but, being chagrined on this occafion, by the mif- 
carriage of his attempt againft the proteftanis in 
Brille, and incenfed by the affront which had been 

offered 

but they were fcized in their flight, treated in the mod cruel 
and coDTunielious manner, and afterwards put to death. The 
exiles were too much inflamed by the barbarous treatment 
which they thcmfelves had received, to diftinguifli between the 
innocent and the guilty, or to liflen either to the dictates of 
humanity, or of that religion for which they profefTed fuch ar- 
dent zeal. Having been treated as wild beads by their enemies, 
they had now become fttch, and tore in pieces every thing thac 
fell in their way. 
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offered him, firft by the people of Dort, and fincc 
' by thofe of Rotterdam, he refolved to wreak his 
*^^** vengeance upon the latter, and fhcwed his^ibidiers 
what he wifhed them to do, by killing with his 
own hand one of the citizens, who was endeavour- 
ing to fhut the gate. His troops, eager to follow 
this example, drew their fwords, attacked the city- 
guards, flew (bme of them, and drove the reft out 
of the city ; then giving a loofe to their fury, they 
fpread themfelves over the town, and butchered 
more than three hundred of the inhabitants '. 

This (hocking deed was no le(s impolitic, than 
it was favage and barbarous ; and added fiiel to 
that flame which Boffut, ai^ governor of the pro- 
vince, ought to have been at tlie utmoft pains to 
extinguifh. It required but little difcemment to 
perceive the neceffity of employing the mildeft ex- 
pedients with the maritime provinces. There were 
no citadels or Spanifh garrifons in the towns of 
thefe provinces. The fbldiers who had been quar- 
tered in them, had been drawn off at diflfcrem 
times, for the punirtiment of the people of Utrecht. 
The fituation of moft of the towns, furrounded by 
tlie fea, or by the rivers and canals, rendered it 
extremely difficult to befiege them ; and the pro- 
tcflants, who could have eafy accefs by water to 
every part of the country, were greatly fuperior to 
the Spaniards in naval force. The people were 
not ignorant of thefe advantages ; and they re- 
folved to avail themfelves of them on the prcfent 
occafion. The maflacre at Rotterdam made them 
regard Boffut and the Spaniards with horror; and 
even thofe who wilhed to maintain their allegiance 
to the king of Spain, were determined to guard 
againft the entrance of his troops within their walls, 
with the fame vigilance which they would have 
employed againfl an open foe. 

This 
' Meurfii Auriacus, p. 75. Bendvoglio, p. 91. 
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This fpirit appeared firft atFIufhing; which, on Book X. 
account of itsfiiuationnear the niouth of theScheld, ^ — ^^"^^ 
has long been reckoned one of the moft important pg^^^^^V 
towns in the Netherlands. Among the laft inftruc- Piuihing. 
tions which the emperor delivered to his fon, 
when he refigned his dominions, he advifed him 
to make this place an object of his particular care, 
and to (pare no expence to fecure it againft the 
attempts of his enemies. Alva had not bellowed 
chat attention on it, which a plac€ of Co much 
confequence dcferved. He had weakened the gar- 
rilbn, by ordering all of them but eighty Walloon 
ibidiers, to take up their quarters in Utrecht. The 
lols of the Brille, which was owing to the fame 
caufe, had made him fcnfible of his error. He 
now therefore reibived to finiih a citadel at Fkifli- 
ing, of which he had laid the foundation fome time 
before; and with this view he ordered eight com- 
panies of Spaniards to go there, under the com- 
mand of an experienced officer. The citizens be- 
held the chains which were thus forging for them, 
with deep concern. They dreaded the confe- 
quences which might arife to their trade. They 
were not entirely Tree from apprehenfions of being 
treated in the fame manner as the people of Utrecht 
and Rotterdam. They doubted not that, fooneror 
later, thegarrifon, which was about to be ftation- 
ed in the town, would be employed to compel 
them to make payment of the taxes ; and they 
were emboldened by the fuccefs of the proteftanis 
in the ifle of Vorn. While dieir minds were in 
this agitation, there arrived among them fome 
partiians of the prince of Orange, who had come 
on purpofe to exhort them to aflert their liberty. 
Inftigated by thefe men, tlie populace ran to arms, 
and obliged the feeble remains of the garrifon to 
quit the city. 

On the next day, the Spanilh forces arrived in 

the harbour. The people were aflembled in the 

Vol. I. X ftreets, 
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ftreets, and upon the walls ; and were ftill in (bme 
meafure unrefolved as to their future conduct 
*57^- The proteftants, and other friends of the prince 
of Orange, remonftrated to them on the abfurdity 
of hefuating, after they had begun hoftiliiies. '' By 
expelling the garrifon," cried one of them, *' you 
have already done what the Spaniards will un- 
doubtedly interpret to be high treafon againfl their 
king. Confider well to whofe mercy you expofe 
yourfelves. Remember the fate ot the counts 
Horn and Egmont, and confider whether either 
your merit or your innocence has equalled theirs." 
The proteftants employed another method to im- 
prefs the minds of the vulgar. They caufed pro- 
clamation to be made by found of trumpet, that 
the Spanifh garrifon was at hand, and that all the 
citizens muft hold their eflfedts, their wives and 
daughters, in readinefs for their ufc *. 

When men are balancing between contrary re- 
iblutions, the fmalleft weight is fufficient fometimes 
to turn the fcale. A man in liquor, who had min- 
gled with the crowd, offered for a fmall reward 
to fire one of the great guns upon the Spaniards \ 
and he did it accordingly, on receiving three guild- 
ers from one of the proteftants who llood near 
him. From that inftant, the people were fixed ia 
their purpofe. The Spaniards, aflonifhed at their 
reception, and utterly unprepared to employ force, 
let flip their cables, and failed for Middleburg. 

In that city refided Anthony de Burgoine, lord 
of Wackene, the governor ot the province ; who, 
as foon as he was informed of what had happened, 
fet out for Flufhing, and on his arrival there, hav- 
ing called together all the inhabitants into the moft 
public part of the town, he employed every ar- 
gument addrefTed to their hopes and fears, to per- 

fuadc 
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fuade them to return to their allegiance. But they Booit X. 
could not liften now to any thing but the paflions ^"'""^^ ' 
by which they were inflamed. Their abhorrence '^^*' 
of the Spanilh tyranny was now wrought up to the 
greateft height ; and the governor, apprehenfive of 
danger from iheir unbridled fury, immediately left 
the town. 

Soon after his departure ihey pulled up the 
foundations of the new citadel, and drove out the 
perfons to whom the charge of building it had been 
committed. In a few days afterwards they gave a 
dill ftronger proof of their refolution never to re- 
turn under the Spanilb government. Don Pedro 
Paclieco, who had been appointed governor of 
Flushing, having been detained fome days behind 
the troops, was ignorant of what had pafl'ed, and 
entered the harbour under a belief that his foldiers 
were in the town to receive him. The people ran 
to arms, and having feized and plundered bis fhip, 
they caft him and his attendants into prifon. 
Among papers which were found in his poffeflion, 
it is faid, that they met with evidence of his hav- 
ing come with a defign to exercife in Flufliing the 
wonted tyranny of the Spaniards ; and this difco- 
very, added to the circumftance of his being near- 
ly related to the duke of Alva, prompted them to 
form the barbarous refolution of putting him to 
death. He offered to pay them. a rich ranfom for 
his life, and to remain their prifoner ; but they re- 
jected his propofal. He then begged that they . 
would refpeft the nobility of his birth, and put 
him to death by the fword, rather than by the 
halter. Even this requcft was denied him Their 
minds were grown favage, from the bloody fcenes 
which had ot late been lb often adted befofe them -, 
and they rejoiced in the opportunity which t*iey 
pofTefled of wrecking their vengeance on the duke 
of Alva, by inflidting a difgraceful punifhment on 
his. kiQfman. 

Xz TUEV 
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They were aware of the confequences with 
Vhich this condudt, k violent and hoilile, muft be 
*5^^' attended; and, as they knew that it would quickly 
draw upon them the whole weight of the gover- 
nor's refentment, they omitted nothing in their 
power to fecure themfelves againft it. They la- 
boured incefl&ntly to ftrengthen their fortifications. 
They imported privately from Antwerp, ammu- 
nition and provinons, which they laid up in (tore ; 
and they applied to the prince of Orange, and to 
the proteflants in France and England for affift- 
ance. Some troops were immediately fent them 
from France, by count Lewis of Naflau ; and five 
hundred Flemirfi exiles came from England, who 
were (bon afterwards followed by two hundred 
Scotch and Englifh volunteers, under the command 
of two adventurers, Morgan and Balfour. Their 
fleet received an augmentation where they did not 
expedt it. The duke of Alva having, ibme months 
before, fitted out a number of veffels to cruife upon 
the coaft, the commanders of thefe veflels now 
declared in favour of the party which they had hi- 
therto oppofed; and, fettine fail from Flufhing, 
inlifted under the banners otthe count de Tferart, 
to whom the prince of Orange had given the chief 
command of all the forces in the province. 

^•r'lJ'Ls TsER ART foon found hlmfelf pofTefled of fuffi- 
Tn Zealand. cicHt ftrcngth, not only to defend Flufhing, but 
likewife to attempt the redudion of the other 
towns in Zealand. With moft of thefe towns, there 
was very little occafion for employing force. The 
inhabitants of Campvere, Armuyden, and fomc 
other places, were no lefs inclined to revolt than 
the people of Flufhing ; and in a few days the 
whole province, except Middleburg and the caflle 
ofRammckins, declared againfl the Spanifh go- 
vernment, and received garrifons from Tferart. 

In 
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In Middleburg too, the greatcft part of the in- Book X. 
habitants would gladly have followed the example^ ^ ' 
of the other towns ; but they were over-awed byxhcfi^^eof 
the garrifon. Tferart laid fiege to this city, and Mi<wieburg. 
expeded foon to have got pofleffion of it. The 
garriibn was weak, and as the exiles were mailers 
at fea, he hoped, by their means, to intercept any 
reinforcement which might be fent from the con- 
tinent. The duke of Alva was fenfible of the 
great importance of the place, and refolved, if 
poflible, to relieve it. For this purpofe, he order- 
ed Sancio D'Avila, one of his braved officers, to 
carry thither a thoufand feleft foldiers, partly Wal^ 
loons and partly Spaniards, whom he mingled to- 
gether, as he did on many occafions afterwards, 
that he might the moie effeftually excite their 
emulation ; and to thefe a great number of officers 
and perfons of rank joined as volunteers, that they 
might partake of the glory of fo dangerous an en* 
terprife. 

D'AviLA left Bergen-op-zoom in the end of 
April, and had a profperous navigation down the 
Scheld. He was defirous to land his troops on th6 
ncareft part of the ifland, as from thence he would 
have had the (horteft march to Middleburg. But 
the enemy having received iiUelligence of his de- 
fign, had drawn together a powerful fleet to op- 
pofe him. He was obliged therefore to keep out 
to fea on the north fide of the ifland, and to fetch 
a compafi round, till he came to that part of it 
which is waflied by the ocean. The landing there 
was difficult by reafon of the flats and fliallows, 
which made it neceflary for him to march a great 
way ift the water ; bur, as he met with no oppofi- 
ticMi from the enemy, he at lafl: brought his men all 
ftife on ftiore. Then having immediately fct out 
with a chofen band, to examine the fituation of 
the enemy, and having found that, trufl:ing to the 
fleet, they had taken no precaution for their de- 
fence, 
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1572. 



R mi fed by 
D*AviU. 



Book X. fence, he ordered all his forces to advance. They 
'ran forward to ihe attack with the iitmoft in)pc- 
tuofity. The befiegers were overwhelmed with 
aftoniihment. The garrifon at the fame time fal- 
lied out upon them from the city. They aban- 
doned their trenches almoft without refiftance; 
and being hemmed in on every fide, all of them, 
except a few, who efcaped to Flufhing and Camp- 
vere, were put to the fword \ 

In this manner was the fiege of Middleburg 
raifvd. But as the proteftants ftill retained their 
fuperiority at fea, they hoped, that by furrounding 
the ifland with their (hips, and intercepting the 
fupplies which might be fent to it, they (hould foon 
be able to compel the garrifon to furrcnder Their 
fleet confiflcd of no lefs than one hundred and 
fifty armed veflels, manned with failors who were 
much more expert tlian any whom the duke of 
Alva could procure. Their maritime enterprifes 
were for this reafbn almoft always attended with 
fuccefs, and they did incredible mifchief to die 
Spaniards at fea ; while at land, having only raw 
troops to oppofe to regular and well-difciplined 
forces, they were feldom able to look them in the 
face. 



SucceA oF 
the exiles 
at i'ea. 
July loth. 



At this time, when the fea was covered with 
their (hips, and almoft every entrance to the ports 
of the Low-Countries blocked up, the duke of 
Medina-coeli arrived upon the coaft. This noble- 
man had been fent by Philip to fucceed the duke 
of Alva, who, on account of his health, had ap- 
plied for liberty 10 return to Spain. Medina-coeli 
had biought with him fifty iTiips, liaving two ihoii- 
land Spamlh loldiers on board ; but as he knew 
noihing of the late tranfadlions in the maritime 
pio\ inces, and had no fufpicion that the proteftants 

pofieffed 
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he bamit!: etx y rr iiriziir- zir: 5.,' s. : T -t- 
dcrs. Tat fsdts ^jij: iz z^^zll -mt i:.7> v * ^r 

fleet cc r»«=ir^ frirr^ vT:.:r zr^ z:!\; :r .-_ : ::.- 
Vtnirz r: iniz i. V-iinLnirr^ w rrr r-»r^ . ~«^ 
niri.i-, pc*?, Liii rin-T'**^ liiT- '.r ire r.c: :r r**^ 
garr.re. Tre i:L-.:L:i trroiLL-- zrt^iii l* 7^ ^i.Vi-r 
tlKT hki itrz trK r^-i: .ir. i^- 'm :zi£ i^jl;,: r^x rt 
all, rbfik 2«r^i: I i^^r^- -gr— r- vzz ire .r.^ ri. ;» 

AyiT-=ii. 5^n. £=ii :»r: f:r ix ir-^ tj-tv-.c 
It Sirrs, uas tC-J-i-i iz/:rr~--.irt. T"n: 7rii."*i* 

nanon c/ crs f*;^. i.-.i :r tre r:=?e f.rri vr 'rs 
dcpamr^, looc '±rtrz :\ rs* :- rx :'h:r: r. ~ S:- 
r«iit Sjui"? izii ire l!j* z< 'tVic-^^rfr., ^":i "-"i 
the CTjurLst :i p::r.'_t rb; rcf: -t: :Sr "-m S .:: • ■: 
Rammtk:-?, mht-^^ r.:r:i.:iL*:ir.i .ix :>c r.it- v^^ 
the garhibi, iiv : jik ."xiie, ir.i b,::r.: :>.c rc:l. 

They were nrz fo fjccr.V"-! in thtir ~cr\t Jfcv> 
venture, k hsd brfn the crJ.cf .b cct or' :h;: r vk^ 
fire for Ibme rme, i:> mikt :herr..c.^c< :r;u'V*:>> v^l' 
Nliddleburg; becau-,!, while thit ctv rr:ivi»:u\i 
in the hands of the Spaniards, i>.o \/vvc :b:uiN^As 
fub-eci to perpetL:ji alarms. Tiv.y :uJ* as \^c iiA\c 
juft no'-r itcn^ defeaied kveral aitciupts w* uh ;?v 
duke of A!va made to introduce Tuppii' :!s aiv! now 
the town of Tei^oes was the only c!ian:ul hv 

w hich 
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BaoK X. which ihey could be conveyed. Tergocs is the 

^ '[^"^^ capital of South Beveland, and was defended at 

'^'*' this time by a garrifon of eight hundred Walloons 

and Spaniards, under the command of Ifidore Pa- 

checo, a Spanifh officer. 

Siege of To this town Tferarr, general of the Zealanders, 
Tc.gocs. Y^^^^^ ^^^^ ^j^^ ^^^^^ j^jg j.^py]^g fj.Qpp Middlcburg, 

laid fiege ; but upon a falfe report of the approach 

of the Spaniards, he had haftily raifed the fiege, 
TnTofs ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ifland. . He now returned to it, with 
mer. """ an army of near eight thoufand men, mod of 

whom were German, French, and Engliih pro- 

teftants. 

As the garrifon was no match in the field for fo 
great a force, Tferart had landed in the ifland 
without oppofition, and, having immediately in- 
verted the town, he prefled forward the fiegc with 
great vigour. The befieged made feveral brilk 
(allies to retard his approach ; but notwithftanding 
their moft vigorous efforts, Tferart had opened his 
batteries, and made fome breaches in the wall. 
The fiege had lafted for feveral weeks, and Pa- 
checo began to perceive that it would not be pof- 
fible for him to hold out much longer. 

Of this he had given early notice to the duke 
of Alva ; nor was the duke lefs intent upon re- 
lieving him, than he had reafon to exped. The 
diftinguifhed braveiy of the garrifon and their 
comn i'lider ; the reproach which would accompany 
the fuffering them to fall a prey lo the enemy; 
aboN'e all, the great im}X)rtance of the place, the 
lofs of which would draw after it that of Middle- 
burg, and the whole province of Zeala.id ; thefe 
conliderations excited all the goven-or's attention, 
and determined him to apply with ard^.ur to pre- 

fare the fuccour which Pacheco had folicited. 
le ordered tevcral regiments of his bed troops to 

aflemble 
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uUe from different quarters at Bergen-op-Boo* X. 
Ti, from whence there is a (hort run down the ^^—v^ 
dd to Beveland. He likewife feat thither a fuf- * ^^** 
;nt number of tranfports with dores of ammu- 
^n and provifions; and appointed D'Avila and 
Eidragone "" to conduct them to the garrifbn of 
-goes. 

These men exerted themfelves ftrenuoufly in 
execution of the truft that was committed to 
n ; and attempted feveral times to force their 
f through the enemy's fleet. But the Zea- 
iers watched their motiorts fo attentively, were 
nuch more expert in failing, and pofleflcd a na- 
force fo much fuperior to theirs, that all their 
mpts were baffled ; and, to fave their (hips 
n being funk, they were frequendy obliged to 
irn, without being able to effcAuate their pur- 
5. D'Avila once flattered himfelf that he had 
:overed an expedient that would prove fuccefs- 
He planted batteries of cannon along the 
iks of the Scheld ; hoping to keep die enemy at 
iiftance from the fhore, and thus to give Mon* 
gone, with the troops, an opportunity of paf- 
7. But the event did not anfwer his expeftation. 
e banks were wet, and would not allow of his 
ning near enough to annoy the enemy. 

The Spanifh' general began to defpair of being Piam«rt'« 
e to execute their defign, when Plqmart, a na- r.7img*lhr 
B of the province, but zealoufly attached to theficg«- 
mifh interefl, propofed another method of tranf- 
rting the forces, which at firfl appeared imprac- 
able, although it was afterwards embraced. In 
ler to form a clear conception of Plumart's pro- 
fal, it is neceffary to attend to the fituation of 

the 

' Two of his mod experienced officers. 
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Book X.the country, and the change which (bmc years be- 
^"■"""^^"■^ fore it had undergone. The ifle of South Bcvc- 
*5^^' land, to which the Spanifti general found it fo dif- 
ficult to tranfport their troops, is only (even miles 
diftant from a traft of land, to which they could 
have had eafy accefs from Bergen-op-zoom. This 
trad of land, which is divided from Brabant by 
the Eaftern Scheld and from Flanders by the 
Hondt, or Weftem Scheld, was once a part of 
Bevel and, and was feparated from it by a dreadful 
inundation in the year one thouiand, five hundred 
and thirty-two ; when the fea broke down the 
dykes, and burft violently acrofs the ifland, cut- 
ting off from it the corner which lay neareft to 
Brabant, and covering it from north to fouth, that 
is from the Eaftern to the Weftern Scheld, with 
water, which the inhabitants were never able to 
exclude. The fpace overflowed was, at the nar- 
roweft, feven Italian miles broad. It could not 
be eroded in boats even at high-water, by rca- 
fon of the flats and (hallows ; and at low water 
it was thought unfordable, on account of the miry 
bottom, and the channels of feveral rivulets, which 
many perfons ftill remember to have feen in it, be- 
fore it was overflowed. 

It was there, however, that Plumart thought it 
practicable for the troops to pafs over on foot, to 
the relief of the garrifon of Tergoes; and he of- 
fered to lead the way, and conduft them in their 
paflage. The charader of the man, whofe pru- 
dence and fidelity were well-known to the com- 
manders, was the only circumftance that prevent- 
ed them from regarding his propofal as chimerical. 
No perfon had ever attempted to pafs that way 
before. They themfelves were unacquainted with 
the face of the country before the inundation. 
They only knew the length of fpace over which 
the troops muft pafe ; and no troops, they believ- 
ed, 
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ed, would be sbSc to i^n^icft the fcbgocof i>i<>ng^'»* ^^ 
1 mtrch in water, asd pechips too in m'jd Jiad "^ ~ 
day. Befidcs, dtit, by acddeits which cocikl not 
be foreiccn, they r^tg^t be retzrdcd in thdr pal* 
fiigc, tilh ihcy were overtaken by the n6ng tide, 
and buried in the waves ; and, even although this 
fbould not happen, yet the enemy ci?g^t be ap- 
prifed of their dcfi^ and be ready to ia!I upon 
them, as ibon as thev fijould itach the land. 

Plumart was not ditbouraged by dieie ct>- 
je£tions He defired that no mection might be 
made of his propo^ till he (hould know with cer- 
tainty whether there was not in reality' fuch a ford 
as he imagined. He then went to make the trial, 
accompanied by two Spaniards, and a pealant who 
was well acquainted « ith the face of the country 
before the icundation. He found the ford which 
he fought for ; arrived fefe on the odier fide, and 
returned, without encountering any greater dijB- 
culties than he expected. 

D*Av!LA and Mondragpne did not hefitate after 
this to comply with his advice. They immediate- 
ly prepared a number of fmall bags, which they 
filled with builcuit, gunpowder and matches \ and 
tranfported three thoufand of the bed troops, Ger- 
mans, Walloons, and Spaniards, from Bergen-op- 
zoom to Agger, a village which lies near the en- 
trance of the ford. Mondragone took upon him- 
felf the conducing of this extraordinar)' expediti- 
on. When the time proper for entering upon it 
was arrived, he ordered the troops to advance to- 
wards the ford ; and having diftributed the bags 
among them, he then difclofed his intention ; gave 
them an account of the difcovery which had been 
made by Plumart and his companions ; and repre- 
fented the glory which they would acquire by per- 
forming, in the fervice of the church and of the 

king. 
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king, fuch an exploit as had never been atcbievcd 
' by any army in the world before. The fddier^ 
*57*- foil ot that intrepid fpirit by ^ich the Spaniih 
troops were (o highly diftinguiftied in the prefent 
war, and proud of being feleded from their com- 
panions for fo dangerous an enterprife, received 
this unexpedted intormation with every iymptom 
of joy, and called out to Mondragone to lead them 
forward without delay. 

That they might have the more time for their 
paflage, they began to enter the water when the 
fea was going back. The Spaniards, with Pliunart 
and Mondragone at their head, marched firil, the 
Germans next, and laft of all the Walloons. They 
were ordered to keep as ciofe as poflible to eadi 
other, that they might the more cafily fuccour one 
another, if any of them fhould fall into deeper wa- 
ter, or be entangled in the mud. They were not 
withoU"t apprehenfions of the tide returning upon 
them, and therefore they moved forward as faft as 
the furrounding element and the flimy bottom 
would allow. Nine men only periflied through 
fatigue, or tlieir neglect of the order which had 
been given them to keep clofe to their companions. 
All the reft arrived fafe at the dyke of Yerfick- 
en, a village only four miles diftant from Tergoes. 
There Mondragone ordered them torepofetlum- 
felves during the nigiit, and refolved to lead them, 
at break of day, to the relief of the befieged. 

But he had already done all that was neceflary 
for this purpofe, and had no occafion to cxpole ei- 
ther himl'cif or his men to further danger. When 
the befiegers Were informed of his arrival, they 
were filled with confternation. Under that amaze- 
ment into which they were thrown by fo unexpect- 
ed an event, they regarded the Spaniards as more 
than men. They did not take time to enquire 

into 
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imodieiriiaoibcr; bat favinggnmcdtttrfy raifed l ^ 

diefitge, dKjr feft dicir boggige aad anillcry be- ^ ^ 
friod tfacm, and bcsook diemi^ivcs prcapitttdy to 
AeflKMC: 1^|k h uzdi cd were kilkd ia rficirfl^g 
hf At gvnfim, and ntany more periAied in the 
viler, in annu l lin g to get on board their (hips. 
Moncfaagooc thai cotacd Teigocs ; where he wcs 
scoehFcd by die guiifixiy widi every demooftration 
of gradtade for dieir delireiance ; and, having 
icmabcd diere dU he had given diredtions for 
ftrcng^hening die fortificadocs of the place, he 
left a pan ofhis troops with the governor, and re- 
tained widi die reft to Brabant, to join the doke of 
Aha'. 
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WHILE the tranfeftions that have been relat- ^^^^ xi 
ed palled in Zealand, the fame fpirit of re- v-^-.^^ 
volt, by which the people of that province were 1572. 
adtuated, made rapid progrefs in fome of the other ^J^SJiuS 
provinces. The inhabitants of Enchuyfen were 
the firft in North Holland who had the courage to 
plant the ftandard of liberty upon their walls ; and 
thofe of Medinblinc, Edam, Purmerend, and other 
towns, quickly followed the example. In fome of 
thefe places, part of the people were averfe from 
this refolution ; but thefe were few, compared with 
their opponents, and were obliged either to yield 
to die majority, or to fccure themfelves by flight 
from their refentment. 

The fame meafures were purfued, at the fame 
time, in the (buthern parts of the province. That 
flame which had been kindled fome time before, 
burfl: ouL at once in a thoufand different places. 
And in a few months, Leyden, Gouda, Dorr, Ha- 

erlem, 
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Book XI. eriem, and all the other towns in Holland, Am- 
^'"""■^'' ^ fterdam excepted, had openly declared againft ihe 
*57^ Spaniards, and avowed their refolution to acknow- 
ledge no other authority in future, but that of the 
prince of Orange, and the States. The ikrae re- 
folution was formed in feveral of the cities of Ove- 
ryflel, Friefland, and Utrecht. 

This revolution, fo favourable to William's 
views, was not a little promoted by intrigues, 
which, although he himfelf was abieat, were car- 
ried on in his name, and by his authority. In let- 
ters to the principal inhabitants he had allured them 
to his intereft, by flattering them with the hopes 
of having all their privileges fecured ; of enjoying 
full freedom to exercife their religion, whether pro- 
teftant or catholic ; and of being for ever delivered 
from that oppreflive load of taxes with which they 
had been overwhelmed. In order to enforce thcfe 
exhortations, he fent his agents throughout dr 
provinces ; and mod of thcfe were perfbns ci- 
ther of great addrefs, or of great authority and in- 
fluence among the people *. 

Hii miiita. William's military preparations were at this 
I'Lfr^"* time far advanced, and he hoped foon to b^n 
his march, with the probability of a more proi- 
perous iflue than bad attended his former ex- 
pedition. He had already colleded a formida- 
ble army of well-difciplined forces. Confider- 
able fums had been tranfrnitted to him by the 
friends of bis caufe ; and the ftrongeft aflurances had 

been 

» In Holland, the revolution was chiefly owing to the adlivity 
of Sonoy, whom the prince had fent thiiher as governor-fubfti- 
tute, till he himfelf ihould arrive : and in Guelderliod, 
Utrecht, and Friefland, to the count of Bag, a nobleman of 
intereft in thofe parts, who was married to William*s fitter, znd 
aded in every thing by his direction. 
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been given him, that fome of the principal cities Book XL 
in the fouthern provinces would open their gates "^ ^ 
to receive him. But no circumftance contributed '57*- 
more to infpire him with a confidence of fuccefs, 
than the new meafurcs which, a little before the 
prefent period, had been embraced by the court 
of France. 

In the bloody conteft, which had fubfifted forThciffairs 
feveral years between the catholics and proteftaats** 
in that kingdom, the former had generally been 
vidorious. But the latter, roufed by their leaders, 
aided by foreign powers, animated by zeal for 
their religion, and inflamed with refentment on 
account of the cruel perfecutions which had been 
exercifed againft them, continued to make fuch 
vigorous efforts, as created in their enemies the 
mcft alarming apprehenfions with regard to the 
ifliie of the war. The court had, at different times, 
offered them advantageous terms of accommoda- 
tion ; and peace had oftener than once been efta- 
blifhed between the contending parties. But their 
pretenfions, their interefls, and their religious prin- 
ciples, were incompatible ; and they remained 
quiet only till they were in a condition to renew 
hoflilities. The court never had more rcafon to 
entertain hopes of being able to extirpate their op- 
ponents, than towards the end of the year one 
thoufand five hundred and fixty-nine. Their brave 
and adtive leader, the prince of Conde, had been 
killed in the battle of Jarnac ; they had afterwards 
received a dreadful overthrow in the battle of Monr 
contour 5 and the admiral Coligni, with the young 
princes of Bourbon, had been obliged to retire, 
with the feeble remains of their (battered army, 
to the mountains of Gafcony and Languedoc. 
There, however, they exerted themfelves ftrenu- 
oully in making preparations for trying once more 
the fortune of war ; and in a few months, they 

Vol. 1. Y drew 
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Book Xl.drew together a force fufficient to enable them to 
^" ^ 'leave their retreat, and to enter the lifts asainft 
^^ the royal army. 

Qneen- W HEN intelligence of this was brought to the 

^otag'ainft quecH-mother, whoexercifed at that time an un- 
the proieft- limited authority in the government, fhe was 
equally exafperated and alarmed ; and (he refolved 
to employ other means than open force, to be 
avenged upon her enemies. She communicated her 
plan only to the king, the duke of Anjou, the 
cardinal of Lorrain, the duke of Guife, and Al- 
berto Gondi, count of Retz ; who all engaged to 
maintain the moft inviolable fecrecy. Time only 
brought to light their dark defign. The protcft- 
ants, they now believed, were not to be overcome 
by the force of arms ; and it was refolved to have 
recourfe to fraud and circumvention. 

In purfuance of this plan, a new treaty with 
the princes of Navarre and the admiral was fet on 
foot, and foon afterwards concluded at St. Gcr- 
mains. By this treaty, the proteftants received a 
free pardon of all their paft offences, with liberty 
to make public profeflion of the reformed religion -, 
and the princes and admiral were allowed, for 
their fecurity, to retain pofleflion of Rochclle, 
Cognac, La Charite, or Montauban, on condition, 
that if the articles of the peace were obferved, thefe 
places fhould be delivered to the king within tl:e 
(pace of two years from the date of the prefeni pa- 
cification. 

The proteflant leaders entertained the fame dif- 
truft of ihe fincerity of the king and queen-mother 
in this, as in a!l their former ncgociations. Tiiey 
were ftill afraid of putting themfelves in their pow- 
er, and remained at a diftance from court, in the 
places of (Irength which had been afligned them. 
In order to remove their fufpicions, every fpecies of 

artifice 
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artifice was employed All the articles of the peace B«>o>^ XI. 
were pundlually fulfilled. StriA orders were i filled ^^ '^^"^'^ 
to allow the proteftants in all places to celebrate "^'^** 
openly their religioiis aflfemblies ; and in all the dif- 
putes which happened between the catholics and 
them, the latter were treated with indulgence, 
while the former had, on many occafions, reafon 
to complain of injuftice or feverity. Charles em- 
braced every opponunity to exprefs the plcafure 
which he now enjoyed, in having r;-ftored tranquil- 
lit)* to his kingdom ; and even when none but zea- 
lous catholics were prefent, he often declared how 
unalterably fixed his purpofe was, to perform, 
with ftrid fidelity, his engagements with the pro- 
teftants. He had fufficiently experienced the folly 
of attempting to fubdue mens coniciences by force; 
and no conlideration would make him return to 
his former unhappy meaiures ; which he had found 
to be no lefs ineftedual for accomplifhing the end 
intended, than they were deftrudlive of his own 
repofe, and pernicious to his fubjeds. All his 
counfellors, except thofe who were partners in the 
bloody fecret, believed him to be fincere ; and, by 
the accounts which they gave of his difcourfe, add- 
ed to the difpleafure which they exprefled at his 
change of conduft, they contributed to complete 
the delufion of the proteftants. The admiral, how- 
ever, ftill retained his wonted diffidence ; and when 
urged by the king to come to court, and receive 
in perfon every proof that could be given him of 
fincere attachment, he declared, that it was im- 
poflible for him to think himfelf fecure, where his 
mortal enemies of the family of Guife were pof- 
feffed of fo much pov/er. 

To have gratified the admiral by fo great a con- 
ceffion as the immediate removal of the Guiies, 
Charles knew would have had a fufpicious afped -, 
and therefore he went no further at this time, than 
to aflure him that his fears were groundlofs, and 

Y 2 that 
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Book XI. that his enemies were not mafters as formerly. 

'^'^ 'But foon after the duke of Guife and his brother 
'^^*' left the court, feemingly much difgufted with 
the meafures which were there purfued. At the 
fame time, other means of delufion were employ- 
ed, more likely to produce the defired effedt. 
Charles offered his fifter in marriage to the King 
of Navarre; and an ambaflador was fent to Eng- 
land, to negociate a match between the duke of 
Anjou and queen Elizabeth. But of all the in- 
ftruments of deceit which he employed, there was 
none more efficacious, than the declaration which 
he made of his refolution to enter into war with the 
king of Spain. Philip had refufed, he faid, to 
grant him reparation for certain injuries which his 
Ibbjefts had received from the Spaniards m Ame- 
rica ; and he was determined to take vengeance 
on that prince, by invading his dominions in tlie 
Netherlands. He offered the command of the 
army, which he talked of fending thither, to the 
admiral, and affured him that he would be entirely 
governed by his counfels, and thofe of the prince 
of Orange and count Lewis, in carr}Mng on the 
war. 

No propofal could be better calculated than this 
to blind the admiral's penetration. Confcious of 
fuperior militaiy talents, he was naturally fond 'of 
war ; fincere in his profelfion of the reformed re- 
ligioq, he was zealous to propagate and defend it ; 
and he was flrongly attached by fympathy of man- 
ners, as well as religious principles, to the princes 
of Nailau. Count Lewis was with him at Ro- 
cheile, when the propofal was delivered, and he 
contributed not a little to banilh from his mind 
the remains of thofe fufpicions, which he ftill re- 
tained of the king's fmcerity. Soon aficrwards they 
both fet out for Paris, where they were received 
and treated with fo much efleem and confidence. 
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as gave the admiral a full convidlion that the fen- Bo ok IX. 
timents both of the king and the queen-mother' — ^^""^ 
were in reality what they feemed. *57^- 

Charles thought it neceflary for his purpofe to 
wear the malk for fome time longer ; and as he 
found that nothing had ferved fo effedtually to lull 
the admiral's fufpicions as this laft device, he aflfedl- 
ed to be extremely folicitous about making pre- 
parations for the war ; and in the mean time de- 
lired count Lewis to repair to the frontiers of the 
Netherlands, to communicate his defign to the 
malcontents, and to hold them in readinefs for the 
admiral's arrival with the troops. There was no- 
thing farther from his intention than to begin hof- 
tilities. But no fooner were the Huguenots inform- 
ed of the defign on which count Lewis had fet out, 
than great numbers of them, prompted by their 
religious zeal, and by the reftlefs military fpirit of 
the age, flocked after him, and offered to aflifl: him 
in any enterprife he (hould undertake. 

Lewis was himfelf of too adlive a temper to 
fufFer them to remain long without employment. 
It was of the utmoft confequence, he knew, to- 
wards the fuccefs of that expedition on which his 
brother was about to enter, as well as of the French 
invafion of the Netherlands, to acquire pofTeflion 
early of fome fortified town in the frontier pro- 
vinces With this view he had mamtained a fecret 
correfpondence with fome of the inhabitants of 
Mons; and he made himfelf matter of that im- 
portant city by the following (tratagem. 

Having left the confines of France, he arrived 
in the evening with five hundred horfe and a thou- 
fand mufqueteers at a wood in the neighbourhood 
of Mons, whence he fent forward ten or twelve 
of his foldiers, whom he felefted on account of 
their fuperior addrefs and refolution. They en- 
tered 
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Book XI. tered Mons in the evening, and lodged together 
^'^'^^^^'^ in the fame inn. They gave out that they were 
*57^- dealers in wine ; informed their hofl, that their 
fervants were bringing a quantity of that liquor, 
and inquired at what hour the gate of the city, by 
which ii was to be brought in, would be opened. 
They were told, that, for a fmall reward, the 
keeper would open it at any time And early next 
morning, having bribed the keeper to open it, 
they feized upon the keys, and difperfed the 
guards. Count Lewis, who was at hand with a 
hundred horie, immediately rufhed in, and having 
taken pofliflion of the gate, with a part of his 
troops, he traverfed the principal ftreets of the 
city with the reft, and proclaimed to the inhabit- 
ants, that he was not come as an enemy, but as 
a friend ; and that the prince of Orange was ap- 

{)roaching with a powerful army, to aflert their 
iberty, and to deliver them from all thofe oppref- 
five taxes which had been impofed upon them by 
the duke of Alva. 

All the citizens ftill remained within their 
houfes, except a few who were privy to his defign ; 
but he began to grow uneafy when he refledled on 
the fmall number of men that were with him, and 
to wonder that the reft of his troops were not come 
forward, h was to no purpofe, he knew, to at- 
tenipt kccpirg poffcliion of fo great a towri with 
fo fmall a iorc^ He rode out therefore as faft as 
he could tovvards the place where he had left his 
troops, who had loft their way, and were wander- 
ing in the wood. He conduded them immediately 
to die city ; not without anxiety, left he fhould 
find the gate Ihut againft him on his return. But 
fuch was the confternacion of the citizens, and 
their ignorance of what had pafled, that none of 
them had ventured to ftir without their houfes. 

The 
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The gate was ftill open, and every thing in the Book XI. 
town as quiet and motionlefe as when he left it. ' — ^ — ' 
He then placed his guards at the feveral gates, and *57*- 
on the ramparts ; and calling the magiftrates to- 
gether, explained to them his own, and his bro- 
ther's defigns ; giving them the ftrongeft afllir- 
ances that no violence fhould be committed by his 
foldiers. After which he commanded fuch of the 
citizens as he could not truft, to deliver up their 
arms ; and ordered all of them to proceed as for- 
merly in the purfuit of their cuftomary occupa- 
tions. His troops did not amount to more than 
fifteen hundred men ; but he (bon acquired a 
much greater force by the addition of many pro- 
tellants, who haftened to his afliftance from Pi- 
cardy and Champaign ^ 

The lofs of Mons afFefted the duke of Alva in 
the moft fenfible manner ; and it gave him tlie 
greater uneafinefe and concern, as it was altogether 
unexpected. Being no ftranger to count Lewis's 
enterprifmg genius, he had ktpt an anxious eye 
upon all his motions, during his abode in France ; 
efpecially after the peace of St. Germains, and the 
kind reception he had met with from the king. 
The latcft account which he had received of him 
from his fpies at Paris was, that he was playing at 
tennis ; by which piece of intelligence, they meant 
to infinuate that he was more attentive to amufe- 
ment, than to any ferious purfuit. When the 
duke therefore was informed of his fuccefs at 
Mons, he difcovered the utmoft impatience and 
chagrin. In the rage which it excited in him, 
throwing down his hat, and trampling upon it, 
** I have been deceived, he cried, by a Tufcan 
woman (meaning Catherine of Medicis) but ere 

long, . 

^ Bentivoglio, p. 95. Meuriii Auriacus, p. 79. Metcren, 
p. 95, 
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Book XI. long, inftead of Tufcan lilies, (he (hall feci the 
' fmart of Spani(h thorns." 

His vexation was much increafed by his know- 
ledge of the great importance of the place which 
he had loft. He confidered that Mons was not 
only the capital of the province of Hainault, but 
one of the large(t and moft populous cities in the 
Low-Countries ; that, being (ituated in a marlhy 
foil, it might eafily be rendered irnpregnable ; tfibt 
although it was not in the line of the barrier towns, 
yet it was removed at fo fmall a diftance from the 
frontier, that the polTefTion of it muft greatly fa- 
cilitate the entrance of foreign troops into the 
provinces; and that either the French king, whofe 
condufl had for fome time paft had fo hoftile an 
appearance, or the prince of Orange, could eafily 
furnifh it with fupplies. 

Thfse confiderations made him re(blve to at- 
tempt the recovery of it without delay ; but while 
he was making the preparations neceiTary for this 
purpofe, he received intelligence of the revolution 
in Holland ; and at the fame time was informed, 
that the prince of Orange, having already collect- 
ed a numerous army, was about to begin his 
march. Alva, far from ihrinking at the view of 
fo many impending dangers, exerted himfelf with 
great activity and vigour to repel them. He carried 
on Wis levies with the utmoft diligence, and in a 
very fhort time found himfelf pofled'ed of between 
five and fix thoufand German horfe and eighteen 
thoufand foot of the fame nation ; befides fifty com- 
panies of Spaniards, and one hundred and fifty of 
Walloons, and other natives of the Netherlands. He 
would gl idly have fenr a part of thele forces to reco- 
ver the revolted cities in the maritime provinces, and 
the reft to the fiegc of Mons ; but when he refleded 

on 
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on the difficuliy which he muft encounter in*ei:herBooK XL 
of thefe two enterprifes, he apprehended that his ' ^'■'*^ 
army, numerous as it was, could not with fafeiy be '57*- 
divided. He refolved therefore to employ it, whole 
and entire, againft his enemies on one hand of him^ 
before he fliould turn it to the oiher. 

Still, however, he remained in great perplexi- 
ty, finding it difficult to determine whether it was 
mod expedient to begin with the fiege of Mons, or 
the recovery of the maritime provinces And to 
affift him in deciding this important queftion, he 
called a council of his principal officers; when the 
marquis of Vitelli, one of the firft in rank, as well 
as in military merit, advifed him eameftly to be- 
gin with the latter, and fupported his opinion by 
obferving, *' That although the interior provinces 
were liable to be invaded fi-om the fide of France or 
Germany, yet it would not be difficult to recover 
whatever cities (hould be loft in thofe provinces, as 
the inhabitants were in general more loyal than 
thofe of Holland and Zealand, and much leis infed- 
ed with the fpirit of innovation in religion. That 
the Huguenots under count Lewis were deftitute 
of means to fupport themfclves, and muft foon be 
difperfed ; for he could not be perfuaded that the 
French king, who had hitherto ITiewn fo much zeal 
for the true religioii, would ever debafe himfelf fo 
far, as to favour the attemps of his rebelliour- fub- 
jeds to fubvert it. The German forces under the 
prince of Orange, undifciplined and tumultuary, 
were aduated in their prefent warfare, by no other 
motives but thofe of pay and plunder. And if 
they were difappointed in their expedtation of 
thefe, there was little ground to doubt that they 
would choofe rather to return home, after taking 
vengeance on their leaders, than expofe themfelves 
to the fatigue and danger of befieging towns and 

fortrefles. 
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Book XI. fortreflcs. We may therefore, without anxiety," 
^-->'''"^ continued he, " put off the fiege of Mens, and 
*57*- the defence of the inland frontier, till a more 
convenient feafon fhall arrive. But the ftate 
of the maritime provinces admits not of the leaft 
delay. The people there arc univerfally infedt- 
ed with herefy. They have conceived a degree 
of phrenzy, and indulged themfelves in the mod 
extravagant exceffes againft the church and the 
king. Their fituation, ftrong by nature, wilifoon 
be rendered impregnable. Every paflage of a 
river and canal will require an army to force it, 
and every fiege, a campaign to finifh it. By the 
fea, and by the rivers, they can be always richly 
furni(hed with provifions; they can every hour re- 
ceive fuccour from France, Germany, or England ; 
and will be able, by their naval force, to prevent 
the king's army from receiving fupplies from Spain. 
It is there too, the prince of Orange, for many 
years, was governor. There he poflefles feveral 
large eftates ; and he has formed there numerous 
and clofe connexions with perfons of the greateft 
influence in the country. As it was in thefe pro- 
vinces he fiift ereded the flandard of rebellion, it 
is in them he intends to fix the feat of that ufurp- 
ed dominion which he is (b ambiiious to maintain. 
Let us attack our enemy fir ft in his ftrong hold; 
and when we have driven them from thence, we 
fhall find it much eaficr to prevent him from efta- 
blifhing himfeU in any other quarter.'* 

Such were the reafons which Vitelli gave for ad- 
vifuig the duke of Alva to portpone the fiege of 
Mons ; and, if his advice had been followed, it is 
probable that the republic of the United Provinces 
would never have been formed. The people had 
not yet had time to put the cities into a proper 
ftate of defence ; and they could not have long 
relifted fo great a force as the duke of Alva might 

have 
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have employed to fubdue them. Amfterdam and Book XI. 
Middleburg were ftill unfliaken in their allegiance. ' — ^ — ^ 
With the Ihips belonging to thefe two wealthy ci- '57*- 
ties, and thofe which he would have received from 
Spain, a fleet might have been equipped fuperior 
to that of the proteftants; who muft have been 
(bon reduced to the neceflity of fubmitcing to 
whatever terms Philip might have thought fit to 
impofe. 

No fuch pernicious confequences as thofe which 
were foretold by Vitelli, could have followed from 
allowing the enemy to remain for fomc time in 
pofleflion of Mons; nor even from the conqueft 
which the prince of Orange might have made of * 

other places. In an open country, fuch as the in- 
terior provinces, the fate of towns mufl: depend 
entirely on the number and difcipline of the armies 
employed to attack or defend them ; and in both 
thefe refpedts, the duke of Alva had reafon to 
believe that he would be at all times able to main- 
tain his fuperiority ; efpecially if, by firft reducing 
the maritime provinces, he could keep open his 
communication by fea with Spain. 

But it is infinitely eafier for men to judge con- 
cerning matters of fuch nice deliberation, after the 
event has happened, than when they are about to 
enter upon adtion. It ought to be confidered, that 
Alva had not yet experienced the difficulties at- 
tending the fiege of towns, fituated in a country 
lb much interfered by the fea, by rivers, and ca- 
nals, as the maritime provinces; and could not 
forefee thofe amazing exertions which the people 
made, firft in their preparations for war, and after- 
wards in the defence of their cities when attacked. 
He had likewife reafon to entertain fufpicions of 
the boftile intentions of the French king. He 
dreaded the havock which would be made by the 

army 
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Book XI. army of the prince of Orange, in the richer and 
^"•'■^''''^^ more fertile provinces; and thought it would 
*57** biing an indelible (lain upon his honour, if he did 
not endeavour to prevent it. Befides thefe motives, 
it is not improbable, confidering the natural violence 
of his temper, that he was in feme degree influ- 
enced, in the refolution which he formed, by his 
perfonal jealoufy of the prince of Orange, and 
his defire of difappointing a fecond time the at- 
tempts of one who had formerly rivalled him in 
the favour of his prince. 

The fiege WHATEVER wcrc his motivcs, hc rcfolvcd to 
of Mods, begin his operations with the fiege of Mons; and 
to delay the redudtion of Holland till he fhould 
difengage himfelf from his enemies on the fouth- 
ern frontier. In order to increafe the number of 
his forces, he commanded the garrifons of Rotter- 
dam and Delfs-haven, the only towns in Holland 
in which he had any garrifons left, to join him; and 
immediately fent oft' his fon Frederic de Toledo, 
accompanied by Noircarmes and Vitelli, with a 
part of the troops, to form the blockade of Mons. 

The inhabitants of that city, though fufpicious 
at firft of count Lewis's intention, were now well 
fatisfied with his government, and were felicitous 
to provide for their defence againft the Spaniards. 
They aflifted him with great alacrity in completing 
their fortifications. They were adlive in laying in 
military ftores and provifions ; and having repeat- 
edly fallied out for this purpofe, after Toledo's ar- 
rival in their neighbourhood, they had feveral ren- 
counters with his troops. 

Lewis had, feme time before, fent the Sieurde 
Jenlis to Paris, to inform the king of his fuccefs, 
and to folicit the fpeedy march of the troops 
which he had promifed to fend to his afliftance. 

Charles 
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Charies received Jenlis in the moft gracious man- Book XI 
ner, afTedted to be extremely happy with the ac- ^^— v^"^ 
cx>unts which he had brought him, and gave him *^'*' 
authority to levy forces ; hoping that, before they 
could take the field, he would be able to put an 
end to the (bene of diflimulation which he had (b 
long been a^ing. But the admiral, who was al- 
lowed to exercife an unlimited power in the admi- 
niftration, pulhed forward the levies with greater 
vigour than the king intended; and, in a few 
weeks, Jenlis was ready to fet out with between 
four and five thoufand foot and four hundred horfc. 
The admiral and count Lewis concurred in advif- 
ing him to dire<^ his march by the way of Cam- 
bray, that he might avoid being intercepted by the 
enemy, and join the army of the prince of Orange. 
But Jenlis refufed to comply with this wholefomc 
counlcl. He vainly hoped to be able, with his 
own forces alone, to oblige the Spaniards to quit 
the fiege ; and he wifhed to fecure this honour to 
himfelf, rather than leave it to be reaped by the 
prince of Orange. Notice was fent privately to 
Toledo, from the court of France, of the roiu^r 
which he was to take, and of the time of his de- 
parture. Toledo immediately drew off his force h 
from the blockade, and advanced to meet hirn on 
the frontier ; being defirous to engage at a i\\i'- 
tance from the town, left count Lewis (hotild fally 
out, and attack the Spaniards in the rear, v/htri 
they were engaged in battle with Jenlis. 'I'oj'-'lo 
had reached a village called St. GhiHain, at ilr 
diftance of a few miles from Mons, wlv n Ur wsm 
informed that the enemy had en.ercd a n'^;;hlx>tir 
ing wood, an^ that upon thtir cominjj o'lt lioin 11 
he might attack ihem with gieat advarjiaj//, I U: 
ordered his cavalry to marcn fi.ft, and foiiov/^'l :iti 
faft as he was able with the infa jt y. 'I h- * i«v;il 
ry had almoft reached ih^: b'j:d:ffcof ffi' v/'/'/'l, 
when they perceived a hundred of the urifiy'^ 

J^oH'r 
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Book Xlhorfe that had been fent before to reconnoitre. 

^—v-^Thefe the Spaniards inftantly attacked, and drove 
*S7^ back into the wood, purfuing them clofely till they 
reached the main army, which was thrown into 
confufion by the precipitate flight of the fugitives. 
In a very little time the whole Spanifti army ar- 
rived, and began the attack, before Jenlis had 
time to draw up his men in order of battle. The 
French made refiftance however for two liours with 
great bravery ; but at laft they gave way, and en- 
deavoured to fave themfelves by flight. Upwards 
of twelve hundred fell on the field, and many 
were killed in the purfuit, partly by the Spaniards, 
and partly by the country people, who took cruel 
vengeance for the injuries which they had received 
from them in their march. Jenlis himfelf was tak- 
en prifoner, and conducted to the citadel of Ant- 
werp ; where, havingdied fuddenly, his death was 
afcribed to poifon. The lofs fuftained by the Spa- 
ni(h army was inconfiderable. 

Aiv«-» trri- ToLEDo retumcd to Mons in a few days after 
Molt'"" ^h's diftinguiflied vidory ; and foon after the duke 
of Alva arrived. This cautious general having 
drawn a double trench and rampart round his ar- 
my, by which it was rendered fecure on one fide 
againfl the fallies of the befieged, and on the 
other, againft any fudden attack that might be 
made upon it by the prince of Orange, he imme- 
diately ereded feveral batteries, and began his 
fire in different quarters with great fury. The 
befieged difcovered no lefs vigour in their defence; 
which was condudted with great prudence, as well 
as the mod indefatigable activity, by count Lewis, 
feconded in all his operations by the celebrated La 
None, who had gained the higheft honours in the 
civil wars of France. 

But 
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But althoo^ the beficged difplayed the uoncft ^^k XL 
flcill and intrepidity, they had no hopes of being X^^ 
able to raife the Ocgc, widiout the aiiAance of the A^^t^ 
prince of Orange. William had already pcnctrat- ^^^ 
cd into the Low-Coustiies, and advanced as far as a ^kTS^ 
Ruremond. There he ftc^jped, and demanded a 
fupply of provifions for his troopsu The govern- 
ment of the town was in die haiads of zealous ca- 
tholics, who not only rejeded his requefL, but ac- 
companied their rcfuial with a degree of haug^ti- 
ne6 and infolence, by which the prince and his ar- 
my were hi^y exafperated. There were many 
ot the citizens, however, with whom he had for- 
merly held intelligence. Having at this time re- 
newed his correl'pondence with them, he made a 
brifk attack upon one of the gates. The catholics 
fuftained it with fpirit ; but while they were thus 
employed, the proieflaat inhabitants inarched the 
opportunity, and introduced the allailanis by ano- 
ther gate into the city. It was not then in the power 
of the prince of Orange to reftrain the fury of 
his (bldiers. They plundered many of the citizens, 
violated the churches, and put to death, with great 
barbarity, feveral priefts, and other religionifts. 
By fome popifh hiftorians, Wiiiiam himlelf has 
been blamed on account of ihefe enorm ties. But 
thcfe writers feem neither to have kno:vn that he 
publifhed an edict to prevent them, nor to have 
confidered, that as he could not but perceive that 
violent meafurcs were calculated to hurt his caule, 
by alienating the affections of the people in other 
cities, (b his conduct, on innumerable other occa- 
fions afterwards, fumifhes the ftrongeft proof of 
his utter averfion to all cruelty and outrage. 

William's acquifition of Ruremond was of 
great importance, as it put him in pofleflion of a 
commodious paffage over the Maefc ; he therefore 
If ft a garrifon to defend it, and haflened forwards 
to Hainault. The citiz^^ns of Mechlin having been 

gained 
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Book XL gained over to his intereft by the Sieur de Dorp, 
^^""^ ' opened their gates to receive him. There he !ikc- 
'57^* wife left a garrifon. Theci:izensof Louvain refufed 
to admit him within their walls ^ but, on his prepar- 
ing to employ force, they confented to grant him 
a contribution ; of which he accepted, in order to 
fave the time which the fiege would have coft him. 
Nivelle, Died, Sichem, Tillemont, and fevcral 
other towns furrendered to him ; (bme through fear 
and others through the afFedlion which they bore 
to his caufe or pcrfon. Dendremond and Gudc- 
narde were taken by furprife, and great irregulari- 
ties were committed by the foldiers in both thefe 
places, efpecially in the latter, where notwithftand- 
ing their leader's prohibition, they once more in- 
dulged that ungovernable fury with which their 
bigotry infpired them againft the ecclefiaftics of 
die Romifli communion. 

William made his ftay at each of thefe places 
as fhort as poflible. He did not however arrive in 
Hainault till the beginning of September, when 
his army amounted to more than twenty thoufand 
men. 

So great an army could not be fiipported long 
without more ample funds than he poflefled. The 
States of Holland had fent him a confiderable fum. 
The exiles had tranfmiited to him a part of the mo- 
ney that rofe from their captures. His other friends 
had raifed contributions proportioned to their abi- 
lities. But fo great had been the expence of levy- 
ing, equipping, and maintaining Ins troops, and 
fuch immenfe fums had been laid out in purchaf- 
ing artillery and military (lores, that he had occafion 
ftill for all the fupplies which had been promii'ed 
him by the court of France. 

But hishopesof relief from that quarter were now 
utterly extinguifhcd. The plan of treachery above 

menticRcd 
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mentioned, which had been carried on for two Book XI. 
years, with a degree of perfeveranc^ as well as of' ^ ^ 
diffimulation that has not its parallel in hiftory, *^^^' 
was at this time brought to a conclufion. The ar- 
tifices employed to delude the proteftant leaders 
had at length fucceeded, and they were almoft all 
caught in the net which had been prepared for 
their deftrudtion. 

The admiral had remained at court for feveral 
months, during which time Charles gave him every 
day frefli marks of afFedtion and efteem. That de- 
ceitful monarch had (hewn likewife a particular at- 
tachment to the admiral's friends, and was perpe- 
tually furrounded with them at council, in his own 
apartments, and when he went abroad. With his 
permiflion, the admiral had left Paris, and gone to 
Chatillon, where he (laid for fome time to iettle 
his private affairs. This indulgence was calculated 
to create in him the mod afliired confidence ; fincc 
it could hardly be fuppofed, that if the king had 
intended him any harm, by enticing him to court, * 
he would have allowed him to depart from it. To 
fuch a height was the admiral's fecurity now rifcn, 
that when Charles expreffed his defirc of having all 
grounds of enmity between him and the Guifc^ re- 
moved, he readily confented that they fhouW c/>rn': 
to Paris, and agreed to refer the feveral pr>jn?t 'X 
difference between himfelf and them 10 tlv: ki/;;/V^ 
decifion. In a few days after, the diike of O -;:*: 
arrived, attended by a numerous train of d'rj/ A- 
ants ; and a formal reconciliation -Aa^ rr/<t'J : ;;/ 

{)refence of the king. But it tx^n zy/ af/i \.'/h 
ittle fmcerity there was on one fid':, \u to*; y,- 
feffions which were uttered on that </jjd\*Ai 

As a prelude to the final cat2;flro{/'i*:^ 1 ■." ' ^v % 
of Navarre, a princefe who by \^a iy.-:^ -<•*•: v j.'/^ 
nanimity had long been formidal/k ly t-/ '>*'*/-/ ■,, 
died, after a fhort illndk, wh:vh v»t j^^r-* ?* y 
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Book XI. afcribed to poifon. And an attempt was made, 
^"""^^ 'by a partifan of Guife, to aflaffinate the admiral. 
'57*- £y ji^is laft event the proteftants were greatly 
alarmed ; but the king and queen-mother, by re- 
doubling their diiiimulation, and afliiming, with 
confummate artifice, the appearance of deep con- 
cern for what had happened, prevented the admiral 
from fufpedting tbem to have been privy to it, and 
diverted him and the other proteftant leaders from 
forming any vigorous refolution of providing for 
their fafcty. They were all found therefore de- 
fencelefs and unprepared. 

In that horrid fcene which pafled on the night 
of the twenty-fourth of Auguft, the duke of Guile 
was the principal ador. But hisfavage fpirit quickly 
difFufed itfelf into every bread ; and no catholic de- 
clined to aflift him in the execution of his bloody 
purpofe. The admiral, to whom, not many days 
before, he had pledged his friendfhip, was among 
the firft who fell a facrifice to his fury. This great 
man died with a fortitude and tranquillity fuitable 
to his charader. " Young man," faid he to La 
Befme, (who was fent into his apartment by the 
duke of Guife, while Guife himfelf remained with- 
out till the deed was perpetrated) " you ought to 
reverence grey hairs ; but proceed to the execution 
of your dengn ; you can fhorten my life but a very 
little/' While he was faying this, the aflallin 
plunged his fvvord into his breaft. At the fame 
time all his domeftics and friends were murdered ; 
among whom was the brave Guerchy, his lieu- 
tenant, and his fon-in-law, the amiable Teligny, 
who had won even the favage heart of Charles, and 
whofe engaging afpeft fufpended for fome time 
the lifted hands of his murderers. But it does not 
belong to this hiftory to enter more particularly in- 
to the detail of this tranfadion. Upwards of ten 
thouiand proteftants were maflacred in Paris alone ; 

and 
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and in the other cities of the kingdom, between Book XI. 
fifty and fixty thoufand. ^"^ "^ ' 

Of this horrid maflacre the firft idea is faid to 
have been fuggefted to the queen-mother by Philip, 
through the duke of Alva, at conferences held at 
Bayonne in one thoufand five hundred and fifty- 
nine ; and it is certain, that intelligence of it was 
received at Madrid with the utmoft joy. Philip 
offered public thankfgiving to heaven for the de- 
ftrudion of his enemies ; and wrote to Charles a 
congratulatory letter on the fubjedt. On the other 
hand, it filled the proteftants in the Low-Countries 
with horror and confternation. Their hopes of 
obtaining deliverance from the Spanifh yoke, 
through the powerful aid of France, had been raif- 
ed to the greateft height, and their dejedion now 
was in proportion to their former expedtations. 

Nothing could be more galling to the prince 
of Orange than the news of this difafter. Befides 
the cruel difappointment of finding a powerful 
monarch his mortal enemy, whom he had fo much 
reafon to believe to be his friend, he knew not 
what dangerous efFedl this unexpedled revolution 
might produce upon his troops, efpecially as fome 
of them were fubjedls of France, and had entered 
into his fervice, under a belief that their king was 
to fupport them in their prefent enterprife. 

Perceiving therefore the neceflity of pufhingOpcmions 
forward his operations with the utmoft vigour, ^nd^^'^^H'^^^ 
being perfuaded, that, without fome fignal in- 
ftance of fuccefs, he could not long fupport his 
army, he advanced without delay towards Mons ; 
being refolved to try every expedient, not only to 
raife the fiege, but if poflible to bring on a general 
engagement. 

Z 2 Thb 
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The duke eafily penetrated into hisdefign, and 
omitted nothing in his power to prevent him from 
*^^^' carrying it into execution. After the arrival of fe- 
veral German auxiliaries in his camp, his army was 
fuperior in number, as it had always been in di- 
cipline, to that of the prince; and he could not have 
much reafon to dread the event of a battle, in cafe 
he fliould find it unavoidable. But knowing that 
the fate of battles is decided fometimes by acci- 
dents, againft which no human prudence can pro- 
vide : and confidering, that the prince's army, 
through the fcantinefs of his funds, would probably 
foon tall to pieces of itfelf, he refumed the princi- 
ples on which he had adted in the time of William's 
brmer expedition, and refolved to avoid expofing 
lis troops to any unneceiTary rifle ; hoping, that, 
jy tiring out the enemy, he fliould be able to tri- 
umph over them without fighting. With this view, 
while he inverted the town on every fide, and pre- 
vented any fupplies from being thrown into it, he 
entrenched his camp fo ftrongly, as to render it 
entirely impradlicable for the prince of Orange to 
force his lines. He fortified the feveral pafles by 
which the town might be approached in the ftrong- 
eft manner ; watched over every operation himfelf, 
with indefatigable attention ; and forbade his men 
to engage in the flighteft fkirmifli with the enemy, 
whatever provocation they might receive. 

After having taken thefe precautions, he fent 
out five hundred horfe to reconnoitre. They were 
met by nearly the fame number of German horfe, 
commanded by count Henry, William's youngeft 
brother, who being ambitious to diftinguifh him- 
felf in this his firft campaign, attacked the Spa- 
niards with uncommon fury, and after killing many 
of them, broke their ranks, and drove them back 
in great confufion. The prince himfelf followed 

foon 
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foon afterwards with all his army, and drew it up Book XI. 
in battle array before the duke of Alva's camp. 

But Alva, more determined than ever fince the 
repulfe of the cavalry to adhere to his plan, kept 
all his men within their entrenchments. The 
prince of Orange omitted nothing in his power 
to induce him to change his purpofe. He (hifted 
his ground, intercepted the convoys of provifions, 
attacked the foragers, and fent out parties on every 
fide, with a view to entice the enemy to quit their 
lines. 

There were perfons in the Spanilh camp who 
condemned their general's condudl on this occa- 
fion, and exhorted him to put to proof that cou- 
rage of which the enemy were fo extremely often- 
tatious. Among thefe was the archbilhop of Co- 
logne \ whofe ardent fpirit breathed nothing but 
war and battle, and who could not relilh thofe 
cautious maxims by which the duke of Alva had 
refolved to regulate his condudt. Alva remained 
equally firm againft the importunities of his friends, 
and the arts that were pradifed by the enemy. It 
was a maxim often in his mouth, that as all human 
events are precarious, the moft precarious of all is 
a battle : to which he added, that it ought not to 
be the aim of a general to fight, but to overcome ; 
and that there were other means by which this aim 
might be accomplilhed more efFedually than by 
fighting. 

But although his condudl was not approved by 
the archbifhop of Cologne, he had the fatisfadlion 
to know that it gave the deeped uneafmefs to the 
prince of Orange ; who perceived, that if an op- 
portunity did not offer foon of ftriking fome im- 
portant blow, by which he might raife the fiege, it 

would 
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Book XI. would not be poflible for him to keep his army to- 
' ^"**^ gether. His finances did not enable him to bring 
^5^^' provifions from a diftance, and all the country 
round had been plundered by the Spaniards. Be- 
ing driven therefore to defpair, he made a bold 
effort to break through the enemy's entrenchments ; 
but this adventurous attempt, which nothing could 
juflify but the urgent motive that incited him, 
was attended with luch an iffue as he had reafon to 
cxpeft. His men were bravely repulfed, and a 
confiderable lofs fuflained. 

He now relinquifhed all hopes of either raifing 
the fiege, or forcing an engagement ; and he re- 
folved to leave Hainault, after attempting to in- 
troduce fuch fupplies into the town as might en- 
able the garrifon to hold out till winter, when the 
duke of Alva would be obliged to retire. For this 
purpofe, he made choice of two thoufand horfe 
and one thoufand foot, the flower of his army. 
There was only a fingle pafs by which they could 
have accefs to the town, and at that place Alva 
had built a ftrong fort, of which he committed the 
defence to a feleft body of Spanifh troops, under 
the command of Sancio d'Avila and Julio Rome- 
ro. Notwithflanding this precaution, which left 
hardly a poliibility ol fuccefs, the troops dellined 
for the relief of Mons advanced towards the pafs 
with the utmoft intrepidity. Romero and D'Avila 
received them with equal intrepidity •, and were 
feconded by the guns of the fort. The combat was 
hot and furious. There was a brifk cannonading 
during the time of it from the two armies, and 
from the town ; but the fire from the fort did the 
grcatefl execution ; and the Germans, after feveral 
hundreds of their number had fallen, were at lafl 
obliged to abandon their attempt. 

The 
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The prince of Orange, now convinced of the Book XI. 
impolfibility of relieving the belieged in oppofition' 
to fo powerful an army, immediately decamped, th' 



1572. 



prince 



The duke of Alva followed him next day vvith»»«bi>g«<'.*o 
moftof his forces, and in every movement difco-nVJu. 
vered the mod confummate fkill ; fo that he at 
once prevented the prince from returning towards 
Mons, and avoided being reduced himfelf to the 
necellity of fighting. It was not long before he 
learned that there was not the fame good order in 
the prince's army, which had hitherto been ob- 
ferved in it. William's authority over his troops 
had fufFered greatly by the failure of his late at- 
tempts ; and he was unable any longer to main- 
tain that perfedt difcipline, without which no ar- 
my, however numerous, can be formidable. 

Alva readily embraced the opportunity which 
this circumftance afforded him. Having taken a 
view in perfon of the enemy's quarters, he refolved 
to attack them in the night. He committed the 
charge of this enterprile to Julio Romero, and 
gave him two thoufand chofen infantry, who were 
ordered to be ready to march in the middle of the 
night, each with a iTiirt over his armour, to enable 
them to diftinguirti one another. They fell with 
great fury on the Germans, who were ftationed to 
guard the camp ; and as mod of them were faft 
afleep, they made dreadftil havock among them, 
till the alarm was communicated to the reft, who 
were (bon roufed by the groans and (hrieks of the 
wounded. At firft, believing that the whole Spa- 
nifh army had attacked them, they fled precipi- 
tately. The aflfailants had in the beginning fet 
fire to the tents, and many of the Germans pe- 
rifhed in the flames. But this circumftance, by 
which the horror of the fcene was augmented, 
iaved the German army from deftrudion. It dif- 

covered 
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Book XI. covered the number of the Spaniards, and made it 

' ^^""^eafier for the prince of Orange to draw up his 

^^'^^' men, and to know in what quarter he might find 

the enemy. But the aflailants, perceiving that the 

, whole camp was up in arms, made their retreat in 

time, and eluded the vengeance which they faw 

approaching. By the favour of the night they 

cfcaped with little lofs, after having put to the 

fword near five hundred of the Germans. 

The confequences of this difafter were more 
pernicious to the prince of Orange than the dif- 
after itfelf. It filled his troops with conftemation, 
and gave them a formidable idea of the Spaniards, 
whom, on account of their having fo often de- 
clined fighting, they had been accuftomed to de- 
fpife. Without waiting for orders, they haftily 
decamped with one confent, and left a part of 
their baggage a prey to the enemy. They had 
not candour to acknowledge that the misfortune 
which had befallen them on the preceding night 
was owing to their negligence in obeying orders. 
They were difpofed to throw the blame or it upon 
their general, and began to complain, that in- 
ftead of enriching them with fpoil, he had brought 
them into the Low-Countries, only to expofe 
them to perpetual haidfliips and diftiefs. He found 
means, however, at this time, to quiet their 
minds, and in feme meafure to redbfy their opi- 
nion of hii condudl. 

Thf. duke of Alva was on this occafion urged 
by his officers to purfue the prince till he fhould 
drive him entirely out of the Netherlands ; but 
he repeated the old maxim, That it is wifer to 
mnke a biidge for a flying enemy, than to reduce 
them to deipair ; and returned to the fiege. 

The 
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The prince of Orange led his troops toMechlin ; Book XL 
and having remained there for fome days to re-^" ^^"^^ 
emit them after their fatigue, he continued hisHcdUwds 
march northwards, till he had brought them as *"»•«»/• 
far as Orfoy in the dutchy of Cleves. At that 
place their ill-humour broke out afrerti with great- 
er violence than ever, and they began to hold pri- 
vate meetings, in which they deliberated, whether, 
in order to procure payment of their arrears, they 
fhould not deliver him up to the duke of Alva. 
The principal officers received this ungenerous pro- 
pofal with horror and indignation. They were 
convinced that the prince had done every thing that 
could have been done by a general of the mod con- 
fummate abilities. They knew that he had be- 
gun his enterprife with the higheft probability of 
fuccefs, and that his failure in it had been al- 
moft entirely owing to the treacherous dealings of 
the French king ; by trufting to whom, he had 
engaged in a very different plan of operations from 
that which he would otherwife have adopted. By 
thefe confiderations the officers were entirely fatif- 
fied ; and through their influence, the common 
(bldiers were perfuaded to relinquifh their perfidi- 
ous defign. The army was immediately difband- 
ed ; and William fet out for Holland, where the 
people longed ibr his arrival. 

His retreat from Mons gave his brother, count 
Lewis, who was naturally of a fanguine temper, 
the deepeft afflidion. And this, joined to the ex- 
treme fatigue which he had undergone for feverai 
months before, threw him into a violent diftemper, 
which prevented him for fome time from attending 
to the liege. But during his confinement La Noue 
conduced the defence with fo much (kill and intre- 
pidity, that Alva, defpiiring of being able before 
winter to take the town by force, was willing to 

agree 
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Book XI. agree to fuch terms of capitulation, as count Lewis 
''■'""^' ^thought it not di (honourable to accept. Thefc 
*^7^. were, that the French, count Lewis, the Flemifti 
nobility, and all who were not inhabitants of the 
place, fhould leave it with their arms and baggage ; 
and that fuch of the inhabitants as had borne arms 
might leave it with their eflfedts, but not their 
arms. That fuch of them as were catholics might 
remain in the town unmolefted ; but that all the 
proteftants fhould not only depart from the town, 
but from the Netherlands ; and that all perfons, 
whether citizens or foreigners, (hould take an oath, 
that they would not carry arms for the fpace of a 
year, either againft the king of France or the king 
of Spain, from which oath count Lewis alone was 
exempted. This capitulation was figncd by the 
dukes of Alva and Medina-coeli, by Frederic de 
Toledo, and the baron de Noircarmes ; and all 
the conditions of it were pundlually fulfilled. 

In this manner was Mons recovered from the 
proteftants, after it had been more than three 
months in their pofleflion. The duke of Alva felt 
no anxiety with regard to the recovery of the cities 
which had received the prince of Orange. They 
were neither ftrongly fortified nor fufficiendy pro- 
vided with garrilons to defend them. The firft 
againft which he turned his arms "was Mechlin; 
and he ordered his fon to lead thither the Spanifh 
troops, who having received no pay for fome time, 
advanced like fo many famifhed wolves, with a re- 
folution to fatiate their rapacity by plundering the 
inhabitants. " 

On their arrival, the garrifon which had been 
left in the town by the prince of Orange feemed 
determined to make refiftance ; but finding the ci- 
tizens averfe from co-operating with them, and 
defpairing of being able, without their alfiftance, 

to 
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to hold out long, they deferted the place in the Book XI. 
night ; and next morning all the priefts and ecclefi-"^ "^ ^ 
allies went in folemn proceflion to Toledo's tent, *^" * 
to deprecate his vengeance. When they were 
pleading the caufe of the unhappy anxious inhabit- 
ants, and reprefenting that only a fmall number 
of them had been guilty, while by far the greateft 
part had preferved their allegiance •, the foldiers, 
apprehenfive that Toledo might liften to this apo- 
logy, and difappoint them of their prey, rufhed 
forward to the city, and broke into it, fome by 
the gates, and others, by the help of fcaling lad- 
ders, over the walls. Then fpreading themfelves 
like a deluge, they gave a loofe to every fpecies of 
violence ; butchering fome, and plundering all 
without mercy. There was no diftinftion made 
of age, fex, or condition. Virgins and matrons 
were violated before they eyes oftheir parents and 
hufbands. The churches and convents were pil- 
laged as well as private houfes ; and the nuns were 
not exempted from that brutal luft and fury, 
which the Spaniards indulged without controuL 

The duke of Alva was fcnfible how great an 
odium miift attend fuch a barbarous treatment of a 
city, which had hitherto been diftinguifhed for its 
fidelity-, yet he chofe to juftify what had been 
done, and in a few days afterwards publifhed a 
manifello, in which he declared, that the citizens 
had fuffered no more than their rebellion had deferv- 
cd; that juftice was not yet entirely fatisfied ; that 
their crime merited a ftill feverer punifliment, than 
barely to be deprived of their effefts ; and that 
other cities which had already imitated, or (hould 
afterwards imitate, their example, might expeft, 
(boner or later, to meet with the fame mte. Of the 
iacrilege that had been committed on the churches 
and convents, and the (hocking treatment of the 

weaker 
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Book XL weaker fex, no mention was made in the manifef- 
^"^^'^ ' to, and no excufe was ever offered for pafling over 
'57*- thefe enormities with impunity. Great arrears, 
faid the apologifts of Alva, were at that time due 
to the foldicrs ; and, as he could not fatisfy them, 
he either thought it reafonable to allow them to 
take a compenStion for their pay ; or, being well 
acquainted with their ferocious tempers, he was 
afraid to exercife his authority. The Spanifh fol- 
diers themfelves, though little fcrupulous with re- 
fpeft to crimes contrary to the laws of nature, juf- 
tice and humanity, were afterwards, agreeably to 
the charafter of their nation, touched with remorfc 
on account of their violation of the churches ; and 
in order to atone for their guilt, they hearkened 
to the diftates of fuperftition, and laid out a porti- 
on of their plunder in building a houfe for the jc- 
fuits in Antwerp *. 

Alva having gone to Maeftricht, where be dif- 
mifled his German Iwrfe, went from thence to Bruf- 
fels, while the Spaniards were permitted to remain 
at Mechlin for feveral days, which they employed 
in colleding their plunder, and fending it off in 
boats to Antwerp, to be expofed to fale.* Toledo 
then led them againft the other cities which had 
received German garrifons. Thefe garrifons fled 
on his approach ; and the people agreed to pay 
exorbitant contributions to fave their cities from 
being facked : nor did he meet with any oppofiti- 
on in his progrels, till he came to Zutphen, which 
was at that time a place of confiderable ftrength. 
It was defended with a wail flanked with baftions, 
and furrounded with a deep ditch. The Iflel 
waflies the fortifications on one fide, the Berkel on 
another ; and the ground on the other two fides is 
fo extremely wet and marfhy as to render the place, 

for 

< Mctcren, p. 107. Campana, p. 97. Bcntivoglio, p. 114. 
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for the greateft part of the year, almoft inacceflible. Book XL 
But unfortunately for the proteftants in garrifon, ^ ^ ' 
they could not avail themfelves of thefe advanta- '^^^' 
ges at this jundture •, the froft having fet in with 
uncommon feverity feveral days before the arrival 
of Toledo. He found no difficulty therefore in 
approaching the place with his batteries, and he 
(bon made a breach in the wall. He was prepar- 
ing for an aflaulr, when he received intelligence, 
that the garrifon, and all fuch as had rendered 
themfelves obnoxious, had gone out of the town 
by the oppofite gate ; and that the citiz- 
ens who remained were now, when left at 
liberty to aft agreeably to their inclination, 
willing immediately to furrender at difcretion. 
But Toledo having, by the fmail refiftance which 
the garrifon had made, got a pretext for plundering 
this unhappy people, refufed to liften to any terms 
of accommodation, and ordered his troops to ad- 
vance. They entered the town without oppofition, 
and repeated there the fame (hocking barbarities 
which ,they had exercifed in Mechlin, with this dif- 
ference, that as there was much lefe booty in Zut- 
phen, to fatisfy their rapacity, they indulged their 
cruelty fo much the more. They put to the fword 
all the citizens who fell in their way, men and wo- 
men without diftinftion ^ and when they were tired 
with flaughtering, they caft great numbers into the 
I0cl, and indulged themfelves in the horrid joy of 
beholding* the unhappy fufFerers perifh in the 
ftream. By the fword and water, above five hun- 
dred perilhed ; and the reft were obliged to redeem 
their lives by the moft oppreflive contributions, 
which were fo cruelly exadted, that the living had 
reafon to envy the fate of thofe whom death had 
delivered from fuch intolerable mifeiy ^ 

THE 
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WHILE the Spaniih anny was employed in Book XIL 
the (icge of Nfoos, and in fubduing the ^ — v — • 
other revolted towns in the fouthern provinces, the "57*: 
people of Hdland and Zealand improved the lei- on?!l hIi- 
fure which was afforded them, by taking every ^°^|«^ 
precaution in their power to fecure themfelves from 
being again reduced under the Spaniih yoke. They 
increafed die number of their (liips or war, com- 
pleted their fi^rtifications, and levied fb great a 
number of forces, as, with the great advantages of 
their fituation, they hoped would be fufficient for 
their defence. 

Before the duke of Alva fet out for Mens, hePhinpp*fl« 
had, agreeably to orders tranfmittcd to him from^^^^^j^ 
Spain, read, in prefence of the States of Brabant, loihaod 
Artois, Hainault, and Flanders, a declaration, that j^"* jlj^^°' 
he would pals from the taxes of the tenth and twen- 
tieth 
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Book XII. tieth pennies, on condition that the States would 
^ ^ ^devife fome other means by which the mo- 
'^^^' ney neccflary for the king's fervice mighi be raif- 
ed. Intimation was made of this conceflion to the 
States of Holland, by the couni of Boflut ; who, 
in the name of the governor, commanded them to 
aflemble at the Hague, to coiifider of what other 
taxes they would lubftitute in the room of thofc 
which had been formerly impofed. 

Hisconcef- This conccfTion, which, if it had been made 
gMded^bV footer, might have prevented the revdlt of the 
the Sutes. maritime provinces, was not attended with thede- 
fired efFeft. It excited in the minds of the people 
the higheft degree of joy and exultation ; but they 
did not think themfelves indebted for it, either to 
the king or the duke of Alva. They afcribed it 
wholly to the dread that was entertained of die 
prince of Orange, to whom alone they thought 
themfelves bound for this firft inftance of attention 
that had been (hewn to their inclination or intereft 
fmce Philip's acceffion to the throne. They could 
not doubt, that if his apprehenfions of the Gemian 
army were removed, Alva would be again permit- 
ted to refume the purfuit of that plan of tyranny 
which he had been obliged to fufpend. They were 
well acquainted with the vindidlive fpirit which ani- 
mated Philip's counfels. They knew that, for 
much flighter offences than thofe of which they 
had been guilty, many thoufands of their countrj- 
men had fuffered the mod cruel death; and 
they believed, that whatever affurances might 
be given them of pardon, the memoiy of their 
guilt would never be extinguifhed but in their 
blood. By the unrelenting cruelty which had 
been exercifcd againft the proteflants, added to 
the contempt which had been fhewn to their fun- 
damental rights and laws, the people were entirely 
alienated from Philip's perfon and govemmenL 

Ther 
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They were convinced that he had refolved to treat BookXII. 
them henceforth, not as fubjedls but as flaves ; ' ^ ' 
and they had long repined and murmured at their '^^*' 
fate. 

From the time of Alva's arrival in the Nether- 
lands, all the proteftanis who had efcaped from 
the cruelty of the inquifitors, had carefully con- 
cealed their fentiments, and conformed to the 
eftablilhed worfhip; but having of late received 
a great increafe of number, by the return of many 
ofthe exiles, they had thrown off the mafk ; and 
it now appeared, that by far the greateft part of 
the inhabitants, and of the deputies of the States, 
were ftrongly attached to die reformed religion. 
Their religious zeal co-operated with their abhor- 
rCiice of the Spanifh tyranny ; and both together 
inipired them wiih a fixed unalterable purpofe to 
defend their liberty to the laft. 

Prompted by thefe motives, the States paid no They meet 
regard to the order for aflembling at the Hague, *^ '^°"» 
tranfmitted to them by Boflut; and that they 
might the more ftrongly exprefs their contempt of 
the governor's authority, they appointed an af- 
fembly to be held at Dort. Of this aflembly they 
gave early notice to the prince of Orange, and 
intreated him to fend one of his moft faithful 
friends, properly inftrudled, to aflift them in thtir 
deliberations. The perfon whom the prince made 
choice of for this purpofe, was the Sieur de St. 
Aldegond, the author of the compromife, who 
had long been well acquainted with William's 
moft (ecret views ^d fentiments. 

St. Aldesond readily undertook the tafk im-."^"^**" 
pofed upon him ; and at the nrft meeting ot the rrent. v^uh 
States, gave them thanks in the name of the^'l«P"°" 

^ ... . t«ii ij/"**' Orange. 

pnnce, for the intimation which they had lent 

him, of their refolution to vindicate their liberty 

Vol. I. A a under 
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BookXII. under his diredtion. " The prince was confcious, 
^■^"^^""^ he faid, of being ferioufly interefted in the welfare 
'57*- of all the provinces, and of none more than thofc 
of Holland and Zealand, which for feveral years 
had been the objedts of his particular attention. 
From time to time he had heard with indignation 
and grief, of the diftrefe and mifery to which they 
had been reduced through the Spanifli tyranny ; 
and there was nothing which he defired more ar- 
dently, than to be inftrumental in recovering for 
them thofe invaluable rights, which for ages pad 
had proved the Iburce ot their profperity. Jn order 
to accomplilh this end, he had fpared neither cx- 
pence nor labour. He had failed in his former at- 
tempt for their deliverance, not (he hoped, they 
would believe) through any negligence or mifcon- 
du<5t, but through the fuperior power and more 
copious refources of the enemy. In his prefent ar- 
mament, he had already expended all that re- 
mained of his once ample fortune ; and as in le\T- 
ing his army, he had trufted in a great meafure to 
the afliftance which they had promifed him ; now 
was the time to fulfil that promife, and to enable 
him to begin his military operations without de- 
lay." 

The States who knew the truth of what St. 
Aldegond had reprefented, and were fenfible how 
much the fuceels of William's enterprife depended 
on Ills receiving an immediate fupply, fent him 
without delay a hundred thou&nd florins, which 
they borrowed from the more wealthy citizens; 
and promifed to fend him more as foon as it could 
be raifed, either from the ordinary taxes, or from 
tlie revenues of the monafteries, which were at that 
time converted into a fund for carrying on the 
war. After this tranfadlion, a folemn declaration 
in writing was delivered to St. Aldegond, in which 
they engaged to acknowledge the prince of Orange 
3s the only lawful govemor or ftadtholder of the 

province ; 
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SL Ssvs ^sn^ Ttr^tfrvs fbcauoufly tOTVir^i- 
cm ttcc p:\m\\Y^ af inppiiss. Tbcy Jem him^^**' 
TTT7iTTg£ TtDOfimi iiTCJS. viiidi be received At 
3a:iii3*- iL nii vt} ir XIans. Jcd gave lu:n 
7tT ET rms: ixmidbtrd ihmiand. \\Tien tlx 
I wcrt iam^LL iii=n of his retreat, anj the 
Shy m±r wnki be iboDd himiclf of dill>ani- 
his anry, they were exceedingly dejedcd ; 
wctt £j£d Tiia the inoft diiquieting appro- 
iocs, vbezi they cjc&kxed that the duke of 
L, fasrir^ DO enemy in the field to oppofe his 
Tti, mas now at liberty to employ all his 
3 cairtd, ia taking \ri^pancc on them, for 
' cccienipc of his authority. 

'H£ca d''ftre& was much increafed by the in- ArnrtrMim 
We obftioacy of the city of Amfterdam, in a J- t^rsrl'* 
ig to the Spui:(b intercft ; which did not pro- n*^** 
I lb much from the general inclination c»f the 
ens, as from the care which the duke of A! mi 
taken to prderve the government of that city 
le hands of the mod rigid catholics. By an 
,T of the States, Lumey count de la Marc had 
:ged it with a confiderable body of tioops ; 
after making fome progrefs in his operations, 
defpaired of fuccefs, and fuddenly railed the 
e. He afcribed the mifcarriage of his attempt 
he negligence of the States, in fupplying him 
Aaa with 

■ MeurGi Auriacus, p. 84. 
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BooKXII.with provifions. The States on the other hand 
^ — ^ 'threw the blame entirely upon the count. They 
'57* had been for fome time paft extremely diflatisficd 
uith his condudt, on account of the cruelties which 
he had allowed his troops to exercife againft the 
catholics ; and they believed that they fhould ne- 
ver be able to perfuade the people of Amfterdam 
to unite with the other cities in the province, while 
their army was under the command of a perfon 
who had rendered himfelf fo exceedingly obnoxi- 



ous ^ 



Outrages LouD compkints of the outrages of the foldiers 



commiued 



by^tlTe'ir wcre heard in every quarter, and many of the peo- 
troopi. pie began to lament the revolution to which they 
had given their confent. The States dreaded the 
confequences of fo much ill humour. But they 
were not poflefled of power fufficient to remedy 
the abufes complained of ; and la Marc, who was 
naturally violent and ferocious, paid no regard to 
their commands. In this diftrefs they had no re- 
fource, but in the prudence and authority of the 
prince of Orange ; who, they hoped, would, not- 
withftanding his late misfortunes, be able to re- 
prels the infblence of the foldiers and their general. 
They fent him notice of the critical fituation to 
which they were reduced ; and they intreated him 
to come, as foon as poflible, to take tlie govern- 
ment of the province, and the command of the 
forces, into his own hand. 

Arrival of WjLLiAM could not, either with fafety or ho- 
oF Orange in nour, havc left his army fooner than he did. From 
Holland. Orfoy, where it was difbanded, he went, attended 
only by his own domeftics, and a company of 
horfe, to Campen in Overyflel, and from thence he 
pafled over the Zuider Sea to Enchuyfen ; where 
he was joyfully received, and all his directions for 
the greater fecurity of the place, were carried im- 
mediately 
^ MeuHii Auriacus, p. 95. 
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mediately into execution. After (laying there for Book XH. 
fcme days, and vifiting the other towns in the' — >^ — ^ 
province, he fet out for Haerlem ; having appoint- '57^- 
ed a convention of the States to be held in that 
city, to confider of the prefent lituation of their 
affairs. 

His arrival excited in perfons of all ranks the His magnt- 
moft unfeigned joy; but this joy, he perceived, °'™"y- 
was greatly allayed by their apprehenfions of being 
unable to refift an enemy, before whom he him- 
felf, at the head of a powerful army, had been ob- 
liged to retire. The firft objed of his attention 
was to raife their drooping fpirits, by making 
them fenfible of the advantages which they poflefl- 
ed in the nature and fituation of their country ; 
which, while they retained their fuperiority at fea, 
and afted in concert, would render abortive all 
the attempts of the Spaniards to reduce them. 
The magnanimity which he difplayed difFufedjtfelf 
into every bread ; and the deputies unanimoufly 
declared, that they would be entirely governed by 
his counfel in all their condudl, and would lay 
down their lives fooner than abandon that inva- 
luable liberty, without which they thought life it- 
felf was not defirable. . v 

In the prefent temper of their minds, William hi* mode- 
might have ruled the people of the maritime pro- [^Ji^";^*"^! 
vinces with an abfolute fway ; but he knew there guUtons. 
was a much fafer, as well as a more efFedual, me- 
thod of exercifmg power, and wifely refolved to 
confult the States in every matter of importance, 
and to take upon himfelf only the exf.cution of 
their commands. For this purpofe he frequently 
convened them ; and in order to give greater 
weight to their decifions, he perfuaded them to 
admit into their number the deputies of twelve 
other cities, belides thofe of whom their afl'emby 
had been hitherto compofed : a meaibre which 

was 
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Book XIL was no lefs gracious and popular, than it was wife 
^-""v**^and piudent. It flattered the vanity of thofe towns 
'57*- on which the new privilege was beftowed ; engaged 
them to contribute with greater alacrity their 
fhare of the public expences ; and drew the feveral 
diftridls of the province into a ftate of more inti- 
mate union with one another. 

With the States, thus increafcd in number, 
the prince applied himfelf to reftify the diforders 
which had prevailed, and to put the province into 
a pofture of defence againft the Spaniards. It had 
been deferted during the late commotions by many 
of the principal inhabitants, by feveral members 
of the courts of juftice, and by the officers of the 
revenue, and others who held public employments; 
which they had been induced to abandon, either 
by their attachment to popery, or their diffidence 
in the duration and (lability of the prefent govern- 
ment. The numerous vacancies which were thus 
occafioned, were fupplied with proteftants; and 
no catholic was admitted into any office, or allow- 
ed to take any concern in the adminiftration of 
public affairs. 

EftabUfh- The exercife of the Romifh religion was prohi- 
"^formed*^* bitcd m the churches ; and the only worfhip per- 
reiigion. mittcd to be exercifed publicly, was the proteftant, 
as taught by Calvin, and pradifed in Geneva, and 
the Palatinate Thus far the prince of Orange 
complied with the inclination of the people^ by a 
great majority of whom the principles of the re- 
foimers had been embraced. But all perfecution 
ofi account of religion, he difcouraged to the ut- 
moft of his power. His realbnings for toleration 
were more iuccefsful ftow in favour of the papifls, 
than they had been formerly with the dutchels of 
Parma, in behalf of the reformers. The States, 
by his perfuafion, refolved that no perfon whatever 
fhould be molefled on account of his religion, pro- 
vided 



■>. 
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vided that he fired quicdy, kept oo correfpondcnoe Book XII 
with the Spaniards, and gave no difhirbance to^ ~ ' 
the eftaUifhcd mode of worihip \ 

William found greater difficulty in rcfbaining 
the Iicentiou(he(s of die anny, than in fettli.ig ei- 
dier the courts of juftice or the church. \\Tien we 
refleft on thofe horrid icenes vhidi were exhibited 
in the Netherlands by the duke of Ah^a and his 
aflbciates, it will not appear furpriiing, that the 
p;oteftants (hould have conceived the moft violent 
animofity againft their bloody perfecutors. They 
had feen their deareft relations and friends, be- 
fides many perfons whom they revered on account 
of the innocence and (andtity of their lives, treated 
like the moft flagitious malefadtors : and many of 
themfelves had, in order to avoid the fame late, 
been obh'ged to abandon their habitations, and to 
wander from place to place, forlorn and indigent. 
In the bittemefs of their diftrefe, they had forgot- 
ten the fpirit of that religion for which they fuflfer- 
cd ; and on many occafions, wrecked their venge- 
ance againft their enemies with a brutal fury. 
To the Spaniards who were taken prifoners at fea, 
the proteftants on board the fleet gave no quarter; 
while the ecclefiaftics, and many others whofeonly 
crime was their adherence to the religion of their 
anceftors, were treated by the proteftant foldiers 
with equal inhumanity. 

The count of la Marc, commander in chief ofi-ameydt 
the forces, was fo far from oppofing thefe enor-'* ^^'^' 
mities, that he encouraged his foldiers in commit- 
ting them. This nobleman's principal virtue was 
intrepidity, and under the cloak of zeal for liberty, 
and the reformed religion, he feems to have in- 
tended nothing fo much as the gratification of his 
avarice or revenge. The prince of Orange, who 

from 

< Grociusy p. 41. 
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Book XII. from his natural humanity, and a prudent regard 
^^ — "^ ' to future confequences, was utterly averfe from 
'57*- every fpecies of violence, attempted to make him 
fenfible of the folly and iniquity of his conduft. 
But finding that he was not likely to fucceed, and 
that the foldiers ftill indulged themfelves without 
controul in their wonted exccfles, he referred the 
matter to the cognifance of the States, and defired 
them to confider coolly what was proper to be 
done. The States, who were highly inccnfed 
againft the count, for his contempt of their au- 
thority, deprived him of his command, and or- 
dered him to be apprehended. William, unwilling 
to forget the ferviccs which the count had perform- 
ed in the beginning of the revolt, foon after inter- 
pofed in his behalf, and prevailed upon the States 
to releafe him. But la Marc could not digeft the 
afFront which had been offered him. He com- 
plained loudly of the States for their ingratitude ; 
boafted of his authority in the fleet and army, and 
attempted to excite a fpirit of fedition among the 
people. The States were meditating to feize him 
a fecond time, in order to bring him to his trial. 
But the prince of Orange, prompted by tender- 
ncfs for his relatioiis, and a fenfe of his former fer- 
vices, diflliaded them from executing their defign, 
and advifed them to fufFer him to leave the pro- 
vince. The States liftened, though with fbme re- 
ludance to this advice, and the count having left 
the Netherlands, died foon afterwards in the city 
of Liege. 

The command of the forces was conferred on 
the count of Battenburg ; and by that nobleman 
they were brougln under proper difcipline ; and 
all fuch of the catholics as chofe to remain in the 
country, delivered from thofe alarms and appre- 
henfions with which they had been hitherto dif- 
quieted. One caufe of the great irregularities 
which had been committed by the troops, was the 

want 
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want of proper funds for their fubfiftence. The Book XII. 
States now fupplied this defedl, as well as the pre- ' — '^ — ^ 
fent circumftances of the province would allow. '57^- 
To the payment of the army, and other public pur- 

Eofes, they appropriated the demefnes which the 
. ing had enjoyed as count of Holland, the reve- 
nues of the Romifti pricfts and monafteries, aod 
the eftates of all fuch catholics as had gone over to 
the enemy, befides a certain proportion of the 
captures made at fea % 

While the prince of Orange and the States were Progrcft •£ 
thus employed in providing for the fecurity of Hoi- ^^^^^p*°** 
land, Frederic de Toledo nad made rapid progrefe 
in reducing the towns which had revolted in the 
other provinces ; nor did he find much difficulty in 
fubduing them ; for fo great was the terror which 
they had conceived from his late fuccefe, that of all 
the towns which had declared for the prince of 
Orange in Groningen, Overyflel, Utrecht, and 
Friefland, there was none that did not fend ambaf- 
iadors to Toledo, to deprecate his vengeance, and 
to make profeflion of unreferved fubmiflion to his 
will. He placed garri/bns in the moft confiderable 
towns, and inflicted no other puniftiment upon the % 
people but pecuniary fines. Had he maintained 
the fame moderation in his condudt afterwards, he 
would not perhaps have encountered much greater 
difficulty in the recovery of (bme of the towns, of 
Holland and Zealand, than he had met with in re- 
covering thofe of the interior provinces ; but from 
natural temper, he rejoiced infinitely more in ri- 
gour and feverity, than in lenity and moderation ; 
of the truth of which he gave a fignal proof in his 
barbarous treatment of the inhabitants of Naerden. 

This town was then, neither large nor llrongly Marrtcre of 
fortified, yet the citizfens, prompted by fome fo- JJIT^'p^* 

reign** 

* Grotius, p. 40. Meurfii Auriacus, p. 97. 
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Book XII. reign proteflants who refided in it, were bold 
^"-""^^""^ enough to refufe admittance to a company of 
'^7*- horfe^ fcnt by Toledo before his main army, to 
require their fubmiffion ; but, having quickly re- 
pented of their rafhnefs, they difpatched a deputa- 
tion of the mod refpedtable inhabitants, among 
whom was Lambertus Hortenfius, a man eminent 
for his learning, to Amersfort, where Toledo had 
arrived in his way to Naerden. He declined hear- 
ing the ambaffadors himfelf, and defired them to 
apply to Julio Romero, who had power, he faid, 
to grant them fuch terms of reconcilement as be 
(hould judge to be reafonable. By Romero, it 
was agreed, that the lives and fortunes of the citi- 
zens (hould be fpared on the following conditions: 
That the town (hould be immediately delivered in- 
to the hands of Toledo ; that all the inhabitants 
(hould renew their oath of allegiance to the king; 
and that one hundred Spani(h foldiers (hould be 
permitted to feize as much booty as they could car- 
ry at one time out of the city. In rati(ication of 
this agreement, Romero, having given his right 
hand three feveral times to Hortenfius, entered 
the town, attended by fo fmall a number of Spa- 
niards as banilhed from the minds of the citiz- 
ens all apprehenfions of fraud or violence ; and 
when he fummoned them to meet in one of the 
churches to take the oath of allegiance, they ran 
thither unarmed, and prefented themfelves a de- 
fencelefs prey to their bloody murderers. Whe- 
ther Romero aded in concert with Toledo does 
not appear from the cotemporary hidorians. This 
only is certain, that while the former was employ- 
ed in adminiftering the oath ; the latter, who had 
brought forward his troops to the gates of the 
town, led them di redly to the church in which the 
citizens were aflembled, and ordering the doors 
which till then had bten (hut to be thrown open, 
he rufhed into it at the head of his troops, ana 

immedi- 



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN, 363 

immediately killed With his own hand the princi- Book XII. 
pal magiftratc. The Spaniards were not backward "-^v— -^ 
to imitate the example of iheir general They fell ' 572- 
with favage fiiry on the aftonifhed, defencelefs ci- 
tizens, and after butdiering all that were in the 
churchy fpread themielves over the city, and put 
every perfon whom they met to the fword. They 
made no diftinftion between the innocent and the 
guilty ; the catholics as well as proteftants ; thde 
who had preierved their allegiance, as well as tKofe 
who had thrown it off, were all involved in one 
promifcuous ruin. Then entering into the houfes, 
where they found the wives and daughters of the 
flain overwhelmed with anguifh, ii.dead of being 
fbftened by the fight of lb much unmerited dif- 
trefs in that tender fex, their favage hearts only 
prompted them to indulge their avarice, their cru- 
elty, and their luft. Even virgins under age they 
violated, and others they tortured in the mod in- 
human manner, either from a wanton pleafurc 
which they took in cruel deeds, or to extort from 
the unhappy fufferers a difcovery of the treafure 
which had belonged to their murdered hufbands or 
parents. They ftrangled fome, embrued their 
hands in the blood of others, turned all the reft out 
of the city into the open fields, and then throwing 
fire into the houfes, reduced the town to afhes. 

The accounts tranfmitted to us by the proteftant 
writers of the horrid cruelty which the Spaniards 
exercifed on this occafion, would be incredible, if 
they were not confirmed by the catholic hiftorians. 
There was an hofpital in the town for old men, and 
at that time there were feveral in it above eighty 
years of age; even thefe were butchered ; nor did 
perfons confined to the bed of ficknefs and diftrefs 
cfcape their fury. The life of Lambertus Horten- 
fius was faved by thj interpofition of the count de 
Boffut 'y but the Spaniards made him fufFer what 

was 
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Book XII. was worfe than death ; by murdering the fon, and 
^'^"v — ^ tearing his heart out of his body before the father's 
>S7^' eyes. There is another inftance of their cruelty 
recorded, which is, if poflible, ftill more inhu- 
man. After having tortured in the moil (hocking 
manner one of the citizens, to make him difcovcr 
where he had concealed his wealth, they di(honour- 
ed his wife in his prefence, and upon his reproach- 
ing them with their barbarity, they put him to 
death ; then, having tied the woman's hands be- 
hind her, they bound her by the feet to a beam of 
the houfe, with her head downward, and left her 
to die in that pofture, with her little fon, whom 
they likewife bound and placed befidc her, to ag- 
gravate the mifery of that dreadful death to whidi 
their cruelty had doomed her '. 

From this horrid maflacre, Toledo led his army 
to Amfterdam, where he remained for fbme time 
in expedtation that, from the dread of his venge- 
ance, the other towns of the province would be 
induced to make a tender of their fubmiffion ; but 
the cruelty and treachery which he had exercifed 
at Naerden, were not more contrary to the laws 
of religion and humanity, than inconfiftent with 
the maxims of found policy, and were calculated 
not fo much to excite terror as revenge and indig- 
nation. From the fate of Naerden the people were 
convinced, that there was at lead as much to be 
dreaded from fubmillion as from refiftance, and 
they thought it no lefs abfurd than dangerous, to 
enter into terms of agreement with men who had 
fhewn themfelves fo cruelly perfidious. 

Siege of Qp ^i^js they foon gave a confpicuous proof in 

their vigorous and obftinate defence of Haerlcm. 
To gain over the inhabitants of that city, Toledo 

had 

^ Mcurfii Auriacus, p. 98. Thuani, lib. liv. Bentivoglio, 
p. 115. 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 365 

had employed the mediation of the catholics of Am- Book XIL 
fterdam, and (bme of the magiftrates of Haerlem "^^"^ ^ 
had fent privately three of their number to Frede- '^'^** 
ric to treat with him of a furrender. This was no 
fooner known than Riperda, a Friefland gentle- 
man, to whom the prince of Orange had commit- 
ted the government of the town, called together 
the principal inhabitants, and informed them of 
what had pafled. *' By a folemn oath," faid he, R*»p«rd*'i 
** the magiftrates were lately bound not to liften,^^*" * 
without your permiffion, to any propofals, or to 
engage in any defign or enterprife, by which the 
general intereft of the city might be afFeded ; yet, 
not only without your permiffion, but even without 
your knowledge, they have fent an embafly to 
treat with Toledo about delivering the city to the 
Spaniards. We are unable, they pretend, to with- 
ftandfogreata force as will be brought againft us, 
and muft be involved in all the miferies of a cruel 
fiege, unlefs we avert them by a timely application 
for peace and pardon. But have the Spaniards 
treated with greater lenity thofe who have truft- 
ed to their faith, than thofe who have oppofcd 
them ? Have the people of Mechlin and Zurphen 
been dealt with more mercifully than thofe of 
Mons ? Does not the melancholy fate of Naerden 
fufficiently inftrud you how little regard is due to 
the promifes of thofe men, who have now (hewn 
thcmfelves no lefs devoid of faith than we have 
ever found them of humanity ? Are not the ftreets 
of that unhappy city ftill reeking with the blood 
of thofe who confided in the faith and mercy of 
of the Spaniards ? By ftanding on our defence we 
may elude their fury ; but if we receive them into 
the city, we rufti headlong upon deftrudion. 
They will either butcher us like (heep, after they 
have ftripped us of our arms, or reduce us to a 
ftate of ignominious flavery and bondage. Do 
not flatter yourfelves with the hopes that they are 

willing 
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Book XII. willing to be reconciled to you. They intend only 
'''*'"'^^ ' to take advantage of your fimpliciiy^ and to get 
*'^** you into their power, without expofmg themfelves 
to danger Have you not all already fworn to adt 
the part to which I now exhort you, to defend your 
walls againfl: the Spaniards, and to preferve your 
allegiance to the prince of Orange, whom you 
have acknowledged as the only lawful governor of 
the province ? And in order to fave ourfelves from 
the hardfhips of a fiege, fhall we imitate that vile 
example ot treachery, which in our enemies ap- 
pears fo odious ? Let us derive courage, my friends, 
from the juftnefs of our caufe ; and rather than 
fubmit to fuch an enemy, let us refolve to die, 
fighting glorioufly in defence of our religion, our 
liberty, and laws." 

This fpeech was received with fhouts of high 
applaufe by all the audience. They cried out 
with one voice ; ** No peace with the Spaniards ; 
we will fhed the laft drop of our blood rather than 
open our gates to fo perfidious an enemy." Riper- 
da then fent information to the prince of Orange, 
who was at this time in Delft, of the refolution 
which they had formed. And in return, William 
encouraged the citizens to perfevere, by affuring 
them that tlie other cities in the province would 
exert themfelves with vigour in their behalf. Im- 
mediately after which he reinforced the garrifon 
with four companies of Germans; and fent St. 
Aldegond with a commiflion to put the adminif- 
trution of the town in the hands of fuch as were 
linccrciy attached to the reformed religion. Of the 
three ambafladors who had treated with the Spani- 
ards, one remained with Toledo, and the other two 
were, upon their return to Haerlcm, put under ar- 
reft, and fent to Delft, where, after being tried, 
they were condemned as traitors. One of them 
di^d in prifon, and the other was executed public- 
ly : an inftance of feverity, with which the prince 

of 
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of Orange was not difpleafed, as it tended toBooKXIL 
deter the catholics in the other cities, from hold-^^^ ^^"^^^ 
ing correfpondence with the enemy. * 57*- 

The news of thefe unexpedled events excited, 
in the fiery tempers of Toledo, and his father, the 
higheft d^ree of wrath and indignation. They 
immediately gave orders for the march of the 
troops to Haerlem, and exerted themfelves ftrenu- 
oufly in making preparations for carrying on the 
fiege with difpatch and vigour. 

Haerlem was, at the time of this memorable ^«^"P{**« 
fiege, the mod confiderable town in Holland, next° ^^ *"' 
to Amfterdam. It was furrounded with a deep 
ditch and a (Irong wall, but was of (b great extent, 
that it required a numerous garrifon to defend it. 
It ftands beautifully in the midft of an extenfive 
plain, having a wood on one fide, and a branch of 
the river Sparen on the other; and the other branch 
of that river pafles through the town, and then 
falls into the lake, or as it is fometimes called, the 
fea of Haerlem. Amfterdam and Leyden arc 
nearly at the diftahce of between three and four 
leagues from it ; the former lying towards the eaft, 
and the latter towards the fouth. From Amfter- 
dam and Utrecht, Toledo propofed to fumifli his 
army with provifions ; and the people of Haerlem 
cxpedled to derive the fame advantage from the 
neighbourhood of Leyden ; where, in order to af- 
fift them the more efFedtually, the prince of Orange 
now fixed his refidence. 

The neareft way by which the Spanilh army 
could approach to Haerlem, was by the fort of 
Sparendam, the rampart of which ftood on the 
dike along which the troops muft pafs. In this fort 
Riperda had placed a garrifon of three hundred men, 
and had b^un to employ the country people in 
breaking down the dike, in order to lay the country 
under water. But the froft having fei in with un- 
common 
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BooKXII.common feverity, rendered all their labour fruit- 
^"■"^^^ ' lefs, and gave the Spaniards eafy accefs to the fort. 
»57^- xhe ganifon made a vigorous refiftance for {otnc 
time ; but being attacked on every fide, and over- 
powered by fuperior numbers, they were at length 
compelled to retire to Haerlem. 

Toie^be- Toledo followed foon after with his army, 
fi'egV ^ which confided of between twelve and thirteen 
thoufand men ; fix thoufand of whom were natives 
of Spain, and the reft Walloons and Germans. 
He had juft begun to aflign them their feveral fta- 
tions, when he received intelligence that a body of 
troops, amounting to near three thoufand men, 
with cannon and provifions, were upon their march 
from Leyden, with an intention to enter Haerlem, 
before the blockade was formed. He fet out imme- 
diately to intercept them, and had the good for- 
tune, during a fall of fnow, to come upon them 
unawares, near the village of Berkenrode. His 
troops being greatly fuperior in number to the 
enemy, broke their ranks at the firft onfet, and 
having killed between fix and feven hundred, put 
the reft to flight. Their officers endeavoured to 
rally them, but in vain. They fled precipitately, 
and left their cannon and provifions a prey to the 
viftorious army. 

!IV n™ °^ Flu s H ED wiih this fuccefs, Toledo returned im- 
mediately to the fiege. Having ftationed the 
Walloons and Germans on the great road which 
leads to Leyden, he himfelf with the Spaniards 
took pofleflion of an hofpital, which lay near the 
gate of the crofs. At this place he refolved to begin 
his operations, although the gate was covered by a 
ftrong ravelin, and the wall on that fide could be 
more eafily defended than in any other quarter. 
Into this blunder he was betrayed, not fo much by 
ignorance or inadvertence, as by the contempt which 
he entertained for the befieged. After the fuccefs 

with 
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with wUcfa fats arms had every where been anend-B«>« XIL 
ed, he did not cxpcd 10 ineet wirfi die fmallcft ^""p' ^ 
difficulty in bis prcfent enteqxiie; and flattered ^^ 
himfelf that Haeriem, hke the other revolted ci- 
ties, would, as foon as he flioukl begin his attack, 
open her gates to receive him. From the fatnc 
prefumption, he neglected all the precautions which 
are u(ually taken in fieges ^ and widiout opening 
trenches to cover his men from the enemy's fire, 
he planted his battery and began to cannonade the 
gate and ravelin. He had no fooner made a breach, 
than he reiblved to ftorm it, and for this purpofe 
ordered one hundred and fifty men to crols the 
Ylitch, by means of a portable bridge. This de- 
tachment was ordered to return, in cafe the breach 
(hould be found impradticable. But the reft of 
the foldiers, who were not lefs confident of fuccefs 
than their general, and were impelled by their 
avidity for plunder, without waiting for the word 
of command, ran forward to the bridge, and 
pafled over it in great numbers. They foon per- 
€eived their error. The breach was not near fo 
confiderable as they had imagined, and their fcal- 
ing ladders were too (hort. The narrownefe of 
the bridge, which permitted only three men to 
march a-breaft, threw them into confufion. They 
flood on the brink of the ditch, crowded together, 
and expofed to the mufquetry as well as cannon of 
the befieged. Still, however, the foolifh ardour 
with which they were infpired, made them un- 
willing to retire, till Romero, an officer whom 
they highly refpedted, advanced towards them, 
and reproached them with the madnefs of their at- 
tempt. Do you not perceive, he cried, that the 
fmallnefs of the breach renders your affault im- 
practicable ? Is this the difcipline which you have 
learnt in the fchool of the duke of Alva ? Thus, 
without orders, to expofe yourfelvcs a dcfencclefs 
prey to thefe rebels, who infult and butcher you, 
Vol. I. B b while 
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Book Xll. while they themfelves are out of the reach of dan* 
^""■"■^^"^^ ger ? You will (bon find an opportunity to take 
*^^^' vengeance on them. At prefent it is not in your 
power. At length he perfuaded them to retire, 
but not till he himfelf was wounded, and near two 
hundred private men, and a great number of offi- 
cers,- had fallen. 

This difafter ferved to undeceive Toledo with 
regard to the facility of his enterprife ; and he re- 
folved not to expofe his troops to any further dan- 
ger, till he fliould be fully provided with every 
thing neceffary for conducing the fiege, with lefe 
cxpence of blood, and a better profpedt of fuccefs. 
For this end, he gave the proper inftru6tions to 
his agents in Utrecht and Amfterdam ; but all the 
roads which led to his camp, were fo much in- 
fefted by the Hollanders, that a whole month 
elapfed before he was in a condition to renew his 
operations againft the town. 

Supplies The prince of Orange was more fuccefsful in 
fown^ovc*r his attempts to fecure it. He could not indeed 
the ice. colled Q. fufficicnt number of troops, either to raife 
the fiege, or to force his way through the enemy's 
intrenchments. But the froft having continued for 
feveral weeks, not only men, but even loaded car- 
. riages, could be conveyed over the lake with great- 
er facility than by land. The reader need not be 
told with what agility the Hollanders tranfport 
themfelves from one place to another, over the ice, 
with fcates. They exerted all their dexterity on 
this occafion, and introduced into the city fifieen 
companies of foldiers, together with a great num- 
ber of fledges, loaded with provifions and ammu- 
nition. 

In the mean time Toledo had prepared every 
thing requifite for refuming the operations of the 
fiege ; and he now haftened to repair the faults 
which he had committed in the beginning ; pro- 
ceeding 
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cecding with greater caution dun before, but with Bc»» XIL 
the fame a^ivity and vigour. Hatii^ by trendies ""^ ^ 
fccured his troops againft the fire of the befiegers, ^' 
he began to batter the town widi his artiiieiy ^ and 
at the fame time employed his miners, or whom 
the duke of Alva had lent him three thouiand from 
the bilhopric of Liege, in working mines, and tap- 
ping the foundatioa of the walls. Neither labour 
nor danger was avoided. But the boldnefs and 
vigilance of the ciiizens and ganifon were in pro- 
portion to the means employed to fubdue them. 
By countermines, tliey either prevented, or ren- 
dered ineffectual the mines of the befiegers ; and 
no iboner was a breach made in the fortifications, 
than ditches were dug, or fome iudden bulwark 
raifed behind it, by which all accefs was rendered 
as difficult as ever. Not fatisfied wi.h ading on 
the defenfive, they often fallied out upon the bc- 
fi^ers, deflroyed dieir works, and fell upon them 
fword in hand, when they were the leafl prepared 
to repel their attacks. 

While the Spaniards were thus kept in perpe- 
tual occupation and anxiety, the prince of Orange 
laboured affiduoufly to increafe their difficulties, by 
fending out flying parties to intercept their convoys 
of provifions. Some of thefe attempts proved fuc- 
cefsful ; and as they made it neceflary for Toledo 
to fend large detachments from his army to guard 
his convoys, they facilitated the introdudlion of 
fupplies into Haerlem, and retarded the progreft 
of the fiege. 

Almost all the fupplies of the Spanish armyufeitft 
came from Amflerdam, and there was but one^["j';.|.'JJy*. 
road by which they could be conveyed. In order both panici. 
to take pofleffion of an important pafs on that road, 
tlie prince had fent a detachment of troops under ' 
Antony le Peintre, who had a principal concern in 
the furprife of Mons. The catholics of Amflerdam 

B b 2 having 
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Book XII. having received information of this defign^ dif- 
^^ "^ ^ patched a number of forces, fufficient not only to 
*5'** fecure the pafs, but to engage with the enemy. 
The two parties came to blows ; the proteftants 
were routed, and many of them flain ; among 
whom was le Peintre their commander. In deri- 
fion of the bcfieged, the Spaniards having cut off 
the heads of Ic Peintre, and of another officer killed 
in that rencounter, whofe name was Coning or 
King, they threw them over the walls into the city, 
with an infcription tied to the head of Coning, 
which bore, befides his name, upon which they 
jefted aukwardly, that he was come with two thou- 
fand auxiliaries to raife the fiege. Of this infult 
the Haerlemefe (hewed their refentment, by an 
aftion equally barbarous. They beheaded twelve 
of their Spanifti prifoners ; and then put all their 
heads into a calk, which they rolled down into the 
trenches, after writing upon it, ** The tax of the 
tenth penny to the duke of Alva, with the intereft 
due to him on account of the delay of payment." 
In revenge for this barbarity, the Spaniards hung 
up by the feet and neck, a number of prifoners, 
in fight of the befieged ; who, in return, put to 
death fi^me more of tbeir piifoners, in the fame ig- 
nominious manner, in the view of the Spaniar^ls. 
Such inftances of barbarous and ufjlefs cruelty 
were often pradifed in the beginning of the pre- 
fent war ; nor were they difconiinued, till the 
duke of Alva and his fon, who by their example 
contributed much to the fpreading of this favage 
fpirit, had left the Netherlands. 

ToUdo af- The operations of the fiege were in the mean 
[own.^^^ time carried on by Toledo with as much celerity, 
as the difficulty under which he laboured in fur- 
nifhing himfelf with provifions, and ihe numberlefs 
difeafes which the feverity of the feafon occafioned 
among his troops, would allow. By undermining 
the ravelin which defended the gate of the crofs, 

he 
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he obliged the garrifon to abandon it; and after Book XII. 
a cannonading, which had lafted for many days, "^ ^ 
by which he laid a great part of the wall in ruins, '^^^* 
he at laft reiblved to ftorm the breach with all his 
forces. For this purpofe he drew them together 
from their feveral flat ions in the night ; and that 
he might find the befieged unprepared, he began 
the aflault before day-break. No precaution was 
ncgleded to infure fuccefs. The orders were ex- 
plained to all the foldiers, particularly and diftindl- 
ly. Each man had his ftation and part affigned 
him. Some were appointed to ftand at a proper 
diftance from the walls, to annoy the enemy in 
cafe they fliould appear ; and thofe who were de- 
flined for the aflault were enjoined to obferve tlie 
moft profound filence, till they (hould make them- 
fclves maftersof the breach. So well was this laft 
injundtion obferved, that feveral of the Spaniards 
had mounted the breach, and even fcaled the walls, 
before the befieged were apprifed of their approach. 
But when they had advanced thus far, they wer« 
perceived by the guards, who immediately found- 
ed the alarm, and tumbled them all headlong, be- 
fore they had time to put themfelves into a pofture 
of defence. 

This aflault was made near the ravelin of whicli i« rcpuired 
the Spaniards had got pofleflion fome days before ; 
and in order to fecond the aflailants, many Spanifh 
ofiicers and foldiers were (landing upon the ravelin, 
and a great number round it The townfmen hav- 
ing refolved to render this fortification ufelefs to 
the enemy, had wrought a mine under it, and 
lodged there a quantity of gun-powder, and other 
combuftible materials. They faw, with joy, and 
feized inftantly, the opportunity prefented to them, 
of executing their purpofe with fignal damage to 
the enemy. A part of the ravelin, with the ground 
adjoining to it, was blown up ; and many of the 
Spaniard periftied. The reft of the army ftood 

aghaft 
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Book XII. aghaft at this unforefeen difafter. The citizens 
^^'"^^*'**^ left them no leifure to recover from their aftonifh- 
'5^** mcnt, but rufhed out impetuoufly, attacked them 
with irrefiftible fuiy, and compelled them to retire 
with the lofs of a great number of officers, and up- 
wards of three hundred private men. 

Hemcdi- The failure of this attempt, in which Toledo 
liifing^of had exerted his utmoft force and Acill, gave him 
the fiege. great anxiety with regard to the iflue of the fiege ; 
and fome of the principal officers advifed him to 
raife it without delay. " All the mileries of a 
fiege/* they faid, " were felt more by the royal 
army, than by the rebels who were befieged. 
Through the difficult communication between the 
camp and Amfterdam, the troops laboured under 
a perpetual fcarcity of provifions ; and fuflfered more 
from the fcverity of the feafon, than from the fword 
of the enemy. They would either never be able 
to take the place, or it would coft them infinitely 
more than it was tvorth. In the end, the conquer- 
ors would find themfelves'in as deplorable a con- 
dition as the conquered ; and no army would re- 
main, fufiicient to fubdue the Qther cities which 
had rebelled.'* 

This opinion was warmly oppofed by other 
officers, who reprefented. That their fuccels in the 
further prolecution of the war, would depend on 
the iffue of the prefent fiege. " If we raife it,'* 
faid they, '' we fhall confirm all the other cities in 
their obllinacy ; if we perfevere, we fhall render 
cafier every futu e enterprife. The (ealbn cannot 
remain long in its prefent feverity. One night may 
diflblve the ice, of which our enemies have fb often 
availed themfehes. Our lofs of men will be fpeedi- 
ly repaired by the levies which are making in the 
Netherlands, and by the troops which we exped 
from Spain. We fhall foon be able to cut off the 
town from all communication with the other re- 
volted 
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volted cities; and when we have done this, can Book XH. 
we doubt that the befieged will open their gates ' ^ ' 
and throw themfelves upon our mercy ?*' '^^^^ 

Between thefe oppofite opinions Toledo would AivaMet- 
not take upon himfelf to decide, but referred the }5^^** ^" 
matter to the duke, whofe anfwer, carrying in it 
the appearance of authority more than of counfel, 
(hewed that he was not a little diflatisfied with his 
fon for delibirating on the fubjeft. *' You mud 
profecute the fiege," faid Alva, in the letter which 
he wrote to him, ** till you bring it to the defired 
iflue ; unlefe you would prove yourfelf unworthy of 
the name you bear, of the blood from which you 
are fprung, and of the command with which I have 
intruded you. The more difficult this enterprife, 
the greater glory may you derive from it. In a 
fiege of fuch importance as the prefent, you ought 
not to confider the number of days which it de- 
tains you ; but the confequences with which your 
fuccefs or failure will be attended. You muft now 
endeavour to efFedtuate by famine, what you have 
been unable to accomplifli by the fword. You 
muft blockade the town, inftead of ftorming it ; 
and you will be enabled to render the blockade 
complete, by the reinforcement which will foon 
be fent you. But if ftill you (hall entertain thoughts 
of abandoning your enterprife, I will either come 
myfelf to the camp, fick as I am ; or if my in- 
creafing illnefs (hall prevent me, I will fend for the 
dutchcfe of Alva to command the army, rather 
than fuffer it to withdraw." 

Frederic was ftung with this reproach, and 
refolved to profecute the fiege, regardlefs of all the 
difficulties and dangers which had induced him to 
deliberate. He proceeded flowly, however, on 
account of his want of a fufficient number of 
troops to form the blockade; when, about the 

middle 
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Book XU middle of February, the froft went off, and chang- 
* — ^""^^ ed entirely the operations of the contending partic* 

Battle on Xhe princc of Orange had not neglefted to pro- 
tbe itkc. ^jj^ j-^j. ^j^jg event. A great number of veflels had 
been prepared, and as foon as the ice was melted, 
and the wind favourable, they left Leyden with a 
large fupply of provifions ; and faihng along the 
lake, entered into the Sparen, and got fafe to 
Haerlem. In this way the befieged were frequent- 
ly fupplied ; nor could the Spaniards for feme time 
procure a naval force fufficient to prevent it. At 
laft the count de BolTut, aflifted by the people of 
Amfterdam, colledted a great number of armed 
veflels with which he made his appearance on the 
lake. And thus the fcene was almoft entirely 
changed, and the operations of the fiege converted^ 
for feveral weeks, into the various rencounters 
which pafled between the fleets; while the cmc 
party laboured to introduce fupplies into die city, 
and the other was continually on the watch to in- 
tercept them. At firfl- the aft ions were flight and 
unimportant, but at length the number of fhips 
on both fides being greatly augmented, they came 
to a general engagement ; in which, after much 
bloodfhed, viftory declared againft the proteftants. 
In this action the count de BoU'ut acquired the high- 
eft honour, and reduced the enemy's fleet to fo 
low a pitch, that henceforth they could not ven- 
ture with fafety to come within his reach. He 
foon after made himfelf matter of a fort in the 
mouth of the Sparen, and having ftationed a part 
of the fleet there, he rendered all accefs to the 
town by water utterly impracticable. 

7mrinu!'"[ During thefe tranfacStions on the lake, the 

dhyoi^rhc'townfmen and garrifon exerted the fame a(ftivity 

bdicgcd. 3p J vigour as before They gave the befiegers no 

refpite, but harafled them continually, by Tallying 

out 
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[>ut in flrong bodies, fomctimes in one quarter. Boo cXf I. 
ind fometimes in another. In one of thefe Tallies, ^' — ^^*"*^ 
they drove the German forces from their entrench- *^^^' 
ments, flew upwards of eight hundred of them, 
fet on fire their tents and baggage, and carrying 
DfFa great number of cannon and military enfigns, 
returned to the town in triumph ^ 

But Toledo was (bon afterwards in a condition 
to prevent thefe eruptions, from which the befieg- 
ed derived fo much glory. The reinforcement 
which his father had been preparing, at length ar- 
rived; and his trenches were thereby fecured 
againft any attack that could be made upon them^ 
either from within, or from without. 

The befieged began to fuffer greatly from aThdrdiT* 
fcarcity of provifions. There was no expedient'"^** 
for relief^ however defperate, which they did not 
employ. They attempted frequently in the nif^ht, 
to force the enemy's lines, and to open a paflaee 
for the convoys which, agreeably to concert, the 
prince of Orange fent forward, to be ready to enter 
the town, in cafe the garrifon could diflodge the 
befiegers from their entrenchments. But tliey 
found the enemy every where prepared to receive 
them, and were repulfed in all their attempts. 
They had then recourfe to another no lefs defperate 
expedient. They broke down the dike of the 
Sparen, and laid all the ground between the lake 
and the city under water. The Spaniards being 
obliged, in confequence of this device, to quit tlie 
part of their intrenchments to which the water 
reached, fome flat-bottomed boats pafled into the 
town, with gun-powder and provifions. But the 
relief which the befieged received in this way was 
inoonfiderable. Boflut being abfolute mafler of 

the 

^Thuanut, torn. iii. p. 218. 
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BooKXII.the lake, the paflage by which the Hollanders had 
^'''"^^ ^ entered was foon blocked up, and all accds to the 
' ^ ^^' town rendered as difficult as ever. 

Count B*t- The people of Haerlem had now no profpeft of 
lenburg de- dcHverance, but from a body of troops which the 
^*^^ prince of Orange had for fome months been em- 
ployed in aflembling, with a view to attempt the 
the raifing of the fiege. He had folicited aid from 
the queen of England, and from the French and 
German proteftants. But the former was averfe at 
this time from declaring herfelf openly againft Phi- 
lip ; and both the latter were too much occupied at 
home, to have either leifure or power to aflfbrd their 
brethren in Holland any efFedtual affiftance. In the 
mean time, the famine in Haerlem had rifen to 
the moft dreadful height. Every fpecies of ordi- 
nary food was already confumed ; and the people 
fubfifted on the roots of the coarfeft herbs, and on 
the flefli of horfes, dogs, and other animals, againll 
which men commonly entertain the moft irrecon- 
cilable averfion. William having got information 
of the extremity to which they were reduced, re- 
folved to make an effort in their behalf, with the 
forces which he had already collefted They con- 
fifted partly of French, German, and Englifti 
proteftants, but chiefly of raw troops, which had 
been levied haflily for the prefent purpofe in the 
neighbouring cities; amounting to four thoufand 
foot, and fix hundred horfe. He intended to have 
conduced this little army himfelf, but was prevail- 
ed on by the States to give the command of it to 
the count of Battenburg. Notice was conveyed to 
the bcfieged of the time, when this armament 
would approach Haerlem, by letters tied to 
pigeons, which had been brought from Haerlem 
to Leyden, in order to be employed as meflen- 

gers 
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gers to the befieged, in cafe all other communica-BooKXII. 
tion between the cities (hould be obftruded '. *"-'"v ^ 

Battenburg let out from Le)den with his 
troops, feveral field pieces, and a large convoy 
of provifions, in the beginning of July. His in- 
ftnidions were, to direct his attack againft the 
quarters of the Germans ftationed towards the 
plain of Haerlem. The bcfieged, it was expect- 
ed, would fally out upon them at the fame time, 
and while they were thus diftradted by one enemy 
before, and another behind them, it was hoped that 
the convoy of provifions would find an opportu- 
nity of entering the town. But Toledo having re- 
ceived intelligence of their defign, drew up a part 
of his forces within their entrenchments, to reprefs 
the (ally intended by the befieged, and led out the 
reft to meet count Battenburg. His troops beinpj 
greatly fuperior to the enemy both in diicipline and 
number, broke their lanks, and threw them into 
confufion at the firft onfet. The general, and up- 
wards of two thoufand men, were killed ; and al- 
moft the whole convoy of provifions fell into the 
hands of the vidors. 

This difafter entirely broke the fpirits of the'^'^«^«^»<^?- 
befieged, and made it neceflary for them to pro- cap^tuut^ 
pofe a furrender without delay. They according- 
ly fent a deputation to Toledo, with an offer to 
deliver up the town, one ondition that the inhabit- 
ants fhould not be pillaged, and that the garrifon 
(hould be allowed to march out of it, with the ho- 
nours of war. Toledo refufed to liften to thefe, His anfwcr. 
or to any other conditions; and informed them 
that they muft leave it to him to determine what 
treatment, bodi the garrifon and citizens (hould 
receive. 

Thk 

^ Thuanus, Lb. Iv. c. v. 
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Book XII. The befiegcd were too well acqaainted with his 
^"^^^ ^ implacable fpirit, not to (brink at the thoughts of 
ThL^r^refo. ^xpofing themfelvcs to his mercy. They had not 
luiioo. forgotten the difmal cataftrophe of Naerdcn. And 
they confidered his anfwer as a declaration, that he 
had de\'otcd them to deftrudion. The people ran 
in crowds from every quarter of the city, to the 
places of public refort, in order to learn the parti- 
culars of that fatal anfwer which the deputies had 
brought. The women, the ^ed, and all the more 
iinwarlike part of the inhabitants, were over- 
whelmed with terror. As if their houfes had been 
already in flames, or as if they had beheld the 
bloody fword of the Spaniard waving round them, 
there was nothing to be feen or heard, but tears, 
and fhrieks, and groans. Their defpair was (bon 
afterwards converted into a degree of madnefs, by 
a refolution formed by the governor and garriibn, 
to leave all fuch as were unable to bear arms be- 
hind them, and to force their way, fword in hand, 
through the enemy's lines. To prevent them from 
executing their purpofe, the women haftened tu- 
multuoully (many of them with their children in 
their arms) to the gate where the garrifon had 
appointed to rendezvous before their depar- 
ture. It was a fcene truly piteous and mifera- 
ble •, the women either rolling in the duft, or 
clinging round the necks and knees of their huf- 
bands, fathers, fons, or brothers; diflblved in tears, 
and imploring that they might be carried along 
with them, and fufFered either to efcape or perifli 
together. The men were melted at the fight of 
fo much anguifh in perfons fo near and dear to 
them, and yielded at laft to their intreaties. It was 
then agreed, that one half of all the military^ in 
the town fhould march in the front, the other half 
in the rear, and the women, children, and others 
unable to bear arms, in the middle between them. 
Drawn up in this form, they refolved to attempt a 

pallage 



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN. 381 

paflige with their fvords duongh the cacmy's cn-*^*^^- 
Crmchixiciit& They kr^cw it to be impodible, but ^^ "^ ' 
that iDoft of them muft peri A. ** But if wc open ' ^'^' 
our gates to the Spaniards," laid Riperda, "^ mull 
we DOC Gkewiie perifli ? And if wc muft die, 
(dioug^ fliU it is poc^bie we nuy elcape; is it cot 
better to die fighting bravely in the field ; we who 
have excned oiuidves ib ftrenuoofly in defence of 
our religion and liberty ; than after being ftripc of 
our arms, and bound like criminals, to receive an 
ij;nominioQS death upon a icafibid, or in a dungeon, 
nam the hands of an ungecerous and unrelenting 
enemy ?" 

They were upra the point of putting their ^'^^^^* 
iign in execution, when intelligence of it was car- &v<mr«u« 
ried to Toledo. He confidered, that if they were ^^^^ 
not diverted from it, he fliould, in confequence of 
his vidory, inftead of a great and imponant city, 
acquire pofieffioo only of a delblated ruin. He re- 
fieded too on the danger to which his troops might 
be expofed, from the fiiry of fo many brave men 
animated by defpair and vengeance ; and there* 
fore, wiihout d^lay, he fent a trumpet to the be- 
fieged, to give them hopes of favour and forgive- 
neis. There was a violent ftruggle in their minds 
for (bme time between their fears, and the hopes 
with which he thus infpired them. But from their 
knowledge of his character, their diftruft and diffi- 
dence prevailed ; and they refufcd to hearken to 
his propofa!,.till he cngagtd, that, on condition of 
their paying two hundred thoufand livres, the ar 
my (hould be reftrained from plundering the inha- 
bitants, and that all of them, except fifty-feven, 
whom he named, fliould receive a full pardon of 
their offences. 

This exception of fo great a number of citi- 
zens, who were the mod confiderable perfons in 
the town, and had diftinguilhed ihemfclves by thcij: 

bravery 
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Book XII. bravery in its defence, would have prevented the 
^^ — "^ 'accommodation from taking place, had not the 
*5^^' German part of the garrifon urged in the moft de- 
termined manner, that the conditions oflfered fhould 
be accepted. The Walloons, on the other hand, 
and the Dutch, were extremely relu6lant and 
averfe ; becaufe, as they were more obnoxious than 
the Germans, they believed that no mercy would 
be (hewn them. The garrifon bsing thus divided 
in their fentiments, and many of them having, 
with a view to make their eteape, (ecretly with- 
drawn from their ftations on the walls, the inhabit- 
ants began to dread that the Spaniards^ obferving 
them grown more remife than formerly, might take 
the town by ftorm ; and therefore, without further 
delay, they fent a deputation of their number, to 
The furren-niake the furrcndcr on the terms propofed. 

j^jy,^, A REGIMENT of Spaniards was immediately 
fent to take poffeflion of the place. All perfons, 
whether inhabitants or foreign Ibldiers, were order- 
ed to lay down their arms. The citizens were 
commanded to retire into certain churches, and 
the garrifon to certain monafteries, where guards 
were placed over them, to prevent their efcape. 
And on the fame day Toledo entered the town with 
the Spanifh troops. In order to induce the foreign 
foldiers, of whom the garrifon chiefly confided, to 
concur with the inhabitants in the furrender, Tole- 
do had given them particular afflirances of fafety. 
And although they were ftridlly guarded, and not 
fuflfered to depart, yet bread Ijad been diftributed 
to r/jctn as well as to the citizens ; and no violenoi 
was offered them till the third day, when the 
duke of Alva, who had recovered from his illnefs, 
came to Haerlem, on the pretence of vifiting the 
fortifications, but in reality to inftrud his fon with 
regard to his treatment of the prifoners. 

It 
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It was then, but too late, that this brave, Bo okXII. 
[hough now defencelefe garrifon repented of having ^^ "^ ^ 
b tamely delivered up their arms ; and faw the The'^rfi- 
blly of trufling in the mercy of an ungenerous ene- diou« cmei- 
my whofe revenge and hatred were implacable. A ^hh f^ 
mailacre, which had been concerted in the inter- 
view between the father and the (on, was begun, 
by putting to death three hundred Walloons. At 
the fame time, the brave Riperda, and other per- 
ions of note were beheaded. But the flaughter 
ftopt not here. Several hundreds of French, 
Scotch, and Englifli (bldiers, befides a confiderable 
number of the citizens who had been fcized in at- 
tempting to make their efcape, were likewife 
butdiered ; and when the executioners were tired 
with flaughtering, they tied the unhappy vidtims 
two by two, and plunged them into the river; Even 
the fick and wounded were carried out into the 
court yard of the holpital where they lay, and put 
to the fword. 

Historians differ as to the number of thofc 
who were involved in this difmalcataftrophe ; and 
it is remarkable that fome of the Spanifh writers 
make it greater than the Dutch. By the lowed ac- 
count, nine hundred brave men were executed hkc 
the vileft malefactors, who, trufting to Toledo's 
promife, had given up their arms, and thrown 
themfelves upon his mercy. 

It would fhock the reader's humanity to offer «'«nf«i|ufn. 
any excufe for fuch inhuman cruelty ; yet it iniifl vl^^Vrlu^df- 
not be denied that Alva had ample mailer of cha ^rmcof 
grin, when he confidered how much ihc Iciifjili of ***•''•'"• 
the (lege, and the obftinate ^aluur of ihc b lifted 
had coll him. By the inclemency of ihc lealiMi, 
b> the Icarcity of provifions, and by ili^- Iwohl of 
the enemy, he had loft four thouiHnd five hiimlied 
men ; belides a great numfx;r whom ih 11 dilialrs 
or wounds rendered unlit for fcrvicc, N<ir v/ai ihc 

dinniiution 
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BooiXII. diminution of his forces the only lofs which he 
^ ^ ' fuftained from riiis ficge. It was attended with an 
'^^^' expence, by which his trcafury was exhatifted It 
funk confjderaWy the reputation of his arms; and 
infpired the infurgents with hopes, that an enemy, 
who had found it fo difficult to conquer, might 
themfclvcs be overcome. It afforded leifure to the 
other revolted cities to fettle their afiatis, and fiir- 
nilhed them with the happicft opportunity of car- 
rying on their conquefts in Zealand^ where the 
city of Middleburg ftill remained in the hands of 
the Spaniards '. 

Mutiny of Qf the fcveral inconveniencies which the duke 
tf^pf."* of Alva fufFered from the length of the fiege, the 
draining of his treafury was not the leaft confidcr- 
able ; as it occafioned his falling behind in the pay- 
ment of his troops, and rendered abortive all ihc 
fucceeding operations of the campaign. He in- 
tended that they fhould have gone from Haerlem 
into North Holland, to fecure the town of Alcma- 
er. But when orders were given for their march, 
they refufed to obey. They had been greatly ex- 
alperated by the conditions granted to the people 
of Haerlem, becaufe they were thereby difappoint- 
ed in their hopes of plunder ; and they refolvcd to 
make Toledo feel their refentment, by infifting on 
the immediate payment of their arrears. He rc- 
prefented to them the prejudice which the king's 
intereft would fuffer from their remaining inactive 
at the prefcnt crifis. But the more they perceived 
their importance, the higher was the gratification 
of their refentment. Without regard either to 
Toledo's remonftrances, or to the terms on which 
Haerlem had been furrendered, they fixed their 
quarters in that city ; laid the ciiizens, already ex- 
haufted by their fulferings, under contribution, 

and 
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and exercifed over them die an:c rvnnricil cp-BociXU. 
prcflion, as if ihcj had taken the tcwn by f: :rrn : ^CT^ 
ihus demonftrating co the iiihsbcracrs cf the . th.;r ' ' ' ^ 
cities, the abfurdit) of tab.'3::n:ig to the Spai^i^rdi, 
whatever condiiioas nigh: be ocered ; iince, e;er. 
when their comrriaadcrs were mVl:r^ to cbf-r.e 
diefe Condi Jons, ihcv were -.iolared bv tht ildiers. 
Whole rapacit)' ihe g^ntrd v^is \izah-.z to :c:t:;ai.-i. 

This incident afiLcteii die duk^ of Alva vriih- 
the mcft fcnfiblc concim. He was a^are cf the 
pernicious etfects that mull ariie from it. He had 
ever valued himklf, and not s»ith<:»ui reafon, on 
the exacl difcipli.ie vihich he had hiiherto mai.^.- 
taincd. Inclined, but at the Unr*e time afriid, to 
employ rigcur and ie verity^ left ftili more pernici- 
ous confequences flioiiid Yolio*, he refolvcd to 
make trial of periuafioji; and wiih vhis \icw he 
employed the intercj»r:on of the marquis of V'itcl'i, 
who was the mod bjloved as wcli as tlic moft re- 
fpedled of ail his officers. Vitelli exerted his ut- 
moft art and influence ; and at laft, with infiniie 
difficulty, he perfuaded the mutineers to accept a 
part of their arrears, and to dibmit to the autho- 
rity of their commanders *. 

Much time having been employed in this nego- The ne^e^ 
ciation, the feafon was far advanced before the ar- "" ^'«""*''"- 
ray could be led to Alcmacr. This place (if they 
had attacked it fooner) muft unavoidably have fall- 
en into their hands. It had been the lalt of all the 
cities in North' Holland, in (baking off its alle- 
giance to Philip. The catholic iRl^ubitants were 
numerous, a.^d had been able to keep poIKmIiou oi 
one of the principal gates of the towp.. TIk y hiul 
canicftly (bliciied Toledo to hartcn to their a iitt- 
ance. But the mutmy of his troops haviii[» p»c- 
vcnted him from complying with their uqudt nil 

Vol. i. -- Cc ^^ 
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Boot XII. it was tcx) late, the prince of Orange had improved 
"^-"^^ — ' the leifure which this incident afforded him ; and 
' 573- having fent forces to the affiftance of the proteftant 
inhabitants, he had wrefted the gate out of the 
hands of the catholics ; furniftied the proteftants 
with arms, and procured for them from the neigh- 
bouring cities, fupplies of provifions and military 
(lores. 

Toledo was aware of the difadvantages which 
mud attend his entering on the fiege of a place, 
fituated like Alcmaer, in a marfhy foil, fo late in 
the year. But he hoped, that with fo great an ar- 
my as he now poflefled **, he would be able to re- 
duce it before the rainy feafon (hould begin ; and 
he knew that the redudtion of Alcmaer would 
greatly facilitate his conqueft of the other towns 
in the province. He left Haerlem therefore as 
foon as Vitelli had quelled the mutiny of the 
troops, and marched diredtly towards Alcmaer ^ 

Having planted a battery on each fide of the 
town, he began a briik cannonading, and in a few 
days made fuch confiderable breaches, that he 
doubted not of being able to carry the town by 
dorm. In order to divide the garriibn, he refolved 
to make an aflault on both lides at once. The in- 
habitants perceived his defign, and prepared for 
ThcSpani- their defence. The Spaniards having pafltd the 
|![/jluia.5^*''^ ditch, by means of two portable bridges, advanced 
to the attack with loud fhouts, and full confidence 
that there was no force in the place fufficient to 
oppofc them. But they foon found that courage, 
when grounded on defpair, can in fome cafes lup- 
ply the want both of difcipline and numbers. 

The 

^ It amounted to lixteen thoufand men. 
' It lies lit the ditlance of only one day's journer fioii 
Hacilciti. 
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The garrifon, feconded by the townfmen, made fo^^oK XII. 
intrepid a refiftance, as filled the Spaniards with ^^ ^C""^ 
aftonifhment. They renewed their attack (everal *^^^' 
times ; but were at laft obliged to retire with the 
lofs of fix hundred killed, and three hundred 
wounded. Toledo could not, either by promifes. 
or threats, perfiiade them to return to the afiault. 
Soon afterwards the rains' began to fall, and the 
Spaniards fufFcred greatly from the humidity of the 
air and foil. The duke of Alva too had received 
intelligence, that the Hollanders had formed the 
defign of opening their fluices, in order to lay the 
country round Alcmaer under water. To fave his 
army therefore from deftruftion, he fent orders to 
his fon to raife'the fiege; which Frederic did ac- 
cordingly on the eleventh of Odober. He then The ficgc 
marched to the fouthern pans of the province, and ^*'*'^^- 
put his troops, greatly fatigued and exhaufted, into 
winter-quarters ^. 

Alva was not more fortunate at this time bySca-fight 
fea, than he had been by land at Alcmaer. In re- a"dtm.^ 
venge for the affiftance which the people of Am- 
flerdam had lent the Spaniards in the fiege of 
Haerlem, the inhabitants of Enchuy fen, Horn, and 
other proteftant cities, had fitted out againft them 
a numerous fleet, which they ftationed in the 
mouih of die river Ye. With this fleet they took 
or defl:royed every veflel that attempted to pafs 
from Amfterdam into the Zwider fea, and thus 
put an entire flop to the trade of that commercial 
city. To remedy this evil, which muft foon have 
proved fatal to a people who fubfifl:ed wholly by 
trade, the duke of Alva had come himfelf to Am- 
fterdam, where he had equipped with the utmofl: 
expedition a fleet, confiding of twelve flilps of 
war, of a much larger fize than ufual, of which he 
gave the command to the count de Boffut. This 
Cc 2 fleet 

^ Meteren, p. 123. Thuanus, lib. Ir. fedt. 8. 
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BookXII. fleet was much inferior in number to that of the 

^^""XT^^^nemy ; but this difadvantage, Alva hoped, would 

be compenfated by the number of foldiers on board, 

added to thefuperior fizeof the (hips, and the (kiil 

and bravery of the commander. 

tlftt^Tiic- ^^ ^^^^ ^^ Boflut approached the mouth of the 
irioas!^ river, the Hollanders left their ftation, and retired 
towards Horn and Enchuyfen. Here they received a 
confiderable reinforcement ; and (bon afterwards 
returned, under the command of Theodore Sonoy, 
to watch an opportunity to encounter the enemy on 
advantageous terms. The two fleets for feme time 
lay in fight of each other, and frequent (kirmiflies 
pafled between them. Boflut hefitated long, whe- 
ther he fliould venture to engage with a force fo 
much fuperior ; and for this reafon he kept his fleet 
in the open fea, and in the deepeft water, where he 
could avail himfelf of the fize of his fhips. But 
the people of Amfterdam, impatient under the in- 
terruption of their trade, having tranfmitted a 
falfe reprefentation to the duke of Alva of the 
ftrength of the Dutch fleet, perfuaded him to 
fend pofitive orders for a general engagement. Boi- 
lut, though extremely diffident of fuccels, imme- 
diately (leered towards the enemy, who lay in 
Ihallow water, prepared for his attack. The com- 
bat was begun with great fpirit and intrepidity, but 
victory ibon appeared on the fide of the Hollahd- 
ers; who having a much greater number of lliips 
tiian tlie enemy, attacked them on every lido; 
and being much nimbler in all their motions, did 
them a great deal of mifchi^f, while iheir own lols 
was inconfiderable. OF Boffut's fleet, one fliip, 
with all the crew, was funk •, three were ftrandviJ, 
and afterwards taken by the Hollanders; and all 
the refl:, except the admiral's galley, faved them- 
felves by flight. Of this veflel, the cotemporary 
hiflorians fpeak in the (Irongeft: terms ; and repre- 

fent 
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fent her as one of the largeft, and the beft equip- BookXII. 
ped, that had been ever feen. She was furround- ^— >^""^ 
ed by a number of the enemy's fmaller veffels, *573- 
which battered her furioufly on every fide, and at 
length drove her upon a bank Boflut, ftill unwil- 
ling to fiiffer her to fall into their hands, continued 
to make the mod obftiaate refiftance \ till of three 
hundred ibldiers on board, two hundred and twen- 
ty were killed, and all the reft wounded but fif- 
teen. In this fituation, one of the Spaniards, who 
remembered the fcencs of treachery and bloodfhcd 
in which he had been concerned in Naerdcn and 
Haerlem, advifed the admiral to receive the enemy 
into the (hip, and then to blow her in the air. 
But Bofllit, confcious of having done every thing BofTtttU 
that either his duty or his honour could require, f*|[^°/"" 
rcfufed to liften to fo defperate a propofal, and 
chofc rather to confide in an offer which w.is made 
him by the Hollanders, that if he would fur render 
without any farther refiftance, they would fparc 
the lives of all that were on board. On this con- 
dition the (hip was accordingly given up; and 
BofTut, with fuch of the crew and foldiers as fur- 
vived, was conduced to prifon in the town of 
Horn ». 

SoNOY fent immediate notice of this viAory to 
the States of Holland ; who being fenfible how 
much their fafety depended on maintaining their 
fuperiority at fea, had been extremely anxious with 
regard to the iflTue of the conteft j and they now 
appointed a (blemn rhankfgiving to be obferved in 
all the churches of the province. 

Their 

> This engagement laded for twenty-eight hours. 

" The admiral*8 (hip called the inquidtion, carried only two 
and thirty guns. — Thuanus, lib. It. fe^. vii. Meteren, p. i 25. 
Bentivoglio, p. 133. 
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Book XII. Their joy on this occafion was not a little in- 

^ ^'^■"^ creafcd by the acquifition of San Gertrudenherg ; 

ThVst.ies which gave them the command of the Maefe, and 

acquire Sana ffcc entrance into the province of Brabant. It 

b/rg."^" tn. ^^^ taken by a detachment of their troops, under 

the command of the Sieur de Payette, a French 

proteftant, who entered it in the night by fcalade, 

and put the garrifon, confiding of a cohort of 

Walloons under a Spanifli governor, to the fword, 

St. Aide- This lofs was in fomc meafure compenfatcd to 
^rifon**"*" ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Alva, by an advantage which a de- 
tachment of his army gained over the Sieur de St. 
Aldegond, who had marched with a body of troops 
to check the excurfions of the Spaniards in the 
fouthern parts of Holland. St. Aldegond's forces 
were cut to pieces or difperfed, and he himfelf was 
taken prifoner. Alva would not have fpared the 
life of 9 man, who, by his aftivity in roufmg the 
fpirit of liberty among his countrymen, had ren- 
dered himfelf fo exceedingly obnoxious, had he 
not been reftrained by his regard for the preferva- 
tion of the count de Bofliit ; upon whom the prince 
of Orange had declared he would retaliate, for 
whatever feverity fhould be ufed againft St. Alde- 
gond ". 

Alva icavct Alv A intended to have begun the next cam- 
la^ds.*^' ^''"P^i'gi^ ^^ith the fiege of Leyden v and with this 
view he icizcd upon a number of ftations in the 
neighbourhood of that city. But this fiege, no 
Icfs memorable ihaii that of Haerlem, was referv- 
ed for his fuccelTbr. Alva had; as mentioned above, 
applied to Philip for liberty to leave the Low 
Cuuniiics, on account of the bad ftate of his 
health, o.cp.fioned by the moillure of the climate, 
and thj fatigues which he had undergone. This 
was beli'.Acd by many to beo'.ly a pretence; while 
his rcquwft proceeded in reality from apprehenfions, 

that 

• Mcurfii Albanus, p. 270. Metcren, p. 125. 
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that the king had liftened to the reprefentations of BookXII. 
his enemies, and would foon confer his office upon ^^ "^ ' 
another. There is very little reafon however to ^^'^^' 
fuppofe that Philip was in the fmalleft degree difla- 
tisfied with his conduct, fmce he appears, in all 
his tyranny and violence, to have adted with ftridl 
conformity to his inftrudtions. But Philip having 
at laft become diffident of the fuccefe of thofc cruel 
meafures which he had hitherto prefcribed, had re- 
folved, not from choice, but from neceffity, to 
make trial of fome more gentle expedients. He 
knew how unfit the duke of Alva was to be em- 
ployed in the execution of this new plan of govern- 
ment ; and he believed that no conceffions would 
prove acceptable to the revolted provinces, that 
could be made by one who had rendered himfelf fo 
much the objeft of their abhorrence. He had 
therefore readily confcnted that Alva (hould retire, 
and had, more than a year before the prefent peri- 
od, appointed the duke de Medina Coeli, governor 
of the Netherlands in his room. This nobleman 
having found, upon his arrival, that the provinces 
were in a very different flate from what he had ex- 
pedted, and that the charge which he had undertak- 
en would probably be attended with much greater 
difficulty than glory, declined entering upon it, 
and afterwards obtained leave from Philip to re- 
turn to Spain. He remained however in the Low 
Countries till towards the end of the prefent year, 
when the new governor, Don Lewis de Zuniga, '^^^ "^'^ 
and Requefens, arrived. And foon afterwards the^' "*** ' 
duke of Alva, who had come to Bruflels to receive 
Requefens, having refigned the regency into his 
hands, fet out with his fon, by the way of Germa- 
ny and Italy, for Spain. 

On this occafion men were affeded varioufly. 
Even all the proteflants did not entertain the fame 
fentiments with regard to the effects which the 
duke's departure was likely to produce. While 

fomc 
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BookXII. fjme rejoiced at it froip the dread which they en- 
^'^'^ ^tertained of his abilities ; others con fidered, that for 
>573- feveral months paft his good fortune had forfaken 
him i and they believed that the abhorrence which 
his tyranny had excited towards his perfon and go- 
vemmeiit, would, by proving a powerful bond of 
union among his enemies, effedlually prevent tliem 
from liftening to any infidious terms of accommo- 
dation which the Spaniards might propofe. 

Aiv»'«boaft. He was regarded both by the catholics and pro- 
teflants, as the chief fource of all the calamities in 
which the Netherlands had been involved. He had 
received his government from the dutchefs of Par- 
ma, in a (late of perfe<5t tranquillity. By his ty- 
ranny, he had thrown it into the moft terrible com- 
buftion, and kindled the flames of a deftrudlive 
war, which he was confcious of being unable tocx- 
tinguifh, and had therefore applied for liberty to 
retire. He is faid to have boafted to count Koning- 
ftein % at whofe houfe he lodged in his way to Italy 
that during his government of five years and a half, 
upwards oF eighteen thoufand heretics had fuffered 
by the hand of the public executioner; befides a 
much greater number whom he had put to the 
fword, in the towns which he took, and in the field 
of battle. 

Hit govern- The fituation of the Low Countries during Al- 
tneot. va's adminiftration, was truly deplorable. His op- 
preflion was not confined to the proteflants^ but 
great numbers too of the catholics were put to death, 
and their efFeds forfeited, on the pretence of their 
having given entertainment to heretics, or of hav- 
ing held a corrcfpondence with them in their ex- 
ile. Wives were punifhcd with the utmoft feveri- 
for affording (helter to their hufbands, whom 
: council ot tumults had condemned j children 

lor 

^ Uncle to the ptiAce of Orange. 
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for performing the like kind offices to their i:>arents; Book XII. 
and in Utrecht, a father was executed for allowing ^ ^^"""*^ 
his fon, who had returned from banilhment, to *5^^' 
lodge under his roof, for one night. By forcing fo 
many thoufands of the moft induftrious inhabitants 
to leave the country, and by negledting to provide 
a naval force to oppofe the exiles at fea, commerce 
was almoft entirely ruined ; notwithftanding which, 
he impofcd upon the people more oppreflive taxes 
than they could have borne, if they had been in 
the moft flourilhing condition. In levying thefe 
taxes, the utmoft rigour was employed. The peo- 
ple were often wantonly provoked, and tumults 
purpofely excited, from which occafion was taken 
to puni(h them with confifcation of their goods, 
and fometimes both with death and confifcation. 
From the confifcations and taxes large fums were 
raifed ; yet, by maintaining fo numerous an army, 
and by building citadels to keep the principal towns 
in awe, as he received little afliftance from the 
king, who was engaged in other expenfivc enters 
prifes, he fell behind in the payment of his troops ; 
and in order to keep them in good humour, he 
permitted them to live at free quarters upon the 
inhabitants ; againft whom they exercifed, on 
many occafions, the moft cruel and oppreflive ra- 
pacity. 
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PHILIP could not have made choice of a morcBooKXIIL 
proper fucceflbr to the duke of Alva than '^— v^*-' 
Requefens^ who had acquired fome military f3me^|^|^73^^ 
in the battle of Lepanto, and had diftinguiOied Re<)uer«iu. 
himfelf in die government of Milan, by his pru- 
dence and moderation ; qualities from which Philip 
now hoped for greater fuccefs, in quelling the re- 
bellious fpirit of his fubjedls in the Netherlands, 
than had attended the violent adminiftration of the 
duke of Alva. 

To fhew as early as poffible, that a change of «574 
meafures had been adopted by the court of iSpain, "mfdf'to 
Requefens began his government with demolifhing «•'«'*»« 
Alva's ftatue above mentioned, and with repreffingMfdV/- 
the infolcncc of certain garrifons, at whofe cnor- burg. 

mities 



3£6 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BookXIII. mifies his predcceflbr had connived *. He then ap- 
^^' ^ ^ plied with great induftry to make the neceflary 
*5^^ preparations for the relief of Middleburg ; which, 
having been clofely befieged by the Zealanders for 
more than a year and a half, was now reduced to 
the laft extremity. Several vigorous attempts had 
been made, during the duke of Alva's adminiftra- 
tion, to raife the fiege ; but through the fuperiority 
of the Dutch fleet, they had proved abortive ; and 
Mondragone the governor had given notice, that if 
he was not relieved in a few days, he would find 
it neceflary to furrender. 

Requesens knew that nothing but the mod 
prefling necellity would have drawn this declaration 
from an officer of fo great fpirit and fortitude as 
Mondragone. And he was fenfible, that upon the 
prefervation of Middleburg, depended that of all 
the other towns in Zealand which retained their 
allegiance. He therefore poftponed every other 
objeft of his attention ; and having gone to Ant- 
werp, he equipped there^ and at Bergen-op-zoom, 
with the utmoft expedition, a fleet confiding of 
more than thirty (hips, befides tranfports, with 
provifions and military (tores ^ 

This fleet he divided into two fquadrons, one 
of which commanded by the vice-admiral, the 
Sieur de dimes and Julio Romero, he ordered to 
fail from Bergen, down the Eafter Scheld ; and 
the other under Sancio d'Avila, to fall down the 
Hondt or Weder Scheld, from Antwerp. By this 
meafure, he intended to diftradt the enemy's at- 
tention, and to oblige them to divide their forces; 
and he hoped that at leaft one of the two fquadrons 
might effefluate its entrance into the canal of 
Middleburg. 

But 

■ Strada, ab init. anno 1574. 
t» Mctcren, p. 131. 
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But the prince of Orange, whofe adherents BookXHI. 
were numerous in every corner of the maritime * '"^-^^ 
provinces, had received early information of the *574- 
governor's defign, and had iikewife got intelligence 
of his plan of operations. Having pafled over 
from Holland to the ifle of Walcheren, and taken 
up his refidence in Flufliing, in order to aflift the 
Zealanders with his counfel, William ftationed a 
part of his fleet on the fouth coaft of the ifland, to 
lie in wait for d'Avila; and ient all the reft, 
ftrongly manned, and well equipped for fighting, 
up the Eafter Scheld, with orders, as foon as pof- 
fible to attack the fleet under the command of dc 
Glimes and Romero. 

This fleet, with the greatcft part of the tranf- Battle of 
ports, haci already fet fail from Bergen; and Re-^^***'^ 
quefens, extremely anxious for its fate, had ac- 
companied it as far as Sacherlo. There it caft an- 
chor, and was waiting for the rifing tide, when 
the Zealanders, commanded by Boifoc admiral of 
Holland, arrived in fight. De Glimes foon per- 
ceived the fuperiority of Boifot*s fleer, both in the 
fize and number of the fhips, iand was of opinion 
that he ought not to proceed in the intended enrer- 
prife ; but he was overruled by Romero, who, 
prompted by his innate courage, and by that con- 
tempt, which, like the reft of his countrymen, he 
entertained for the Dutch infurgents, inliftcd that 
they (hould try the fortune of a battle. They ac 
cordingly weighed anchor, and advanced to the 
enemy. In the beginning of the engagement, De 
Glimes*8 own fliip ran foul of a fand bank, from 
which (he could not be difengaged. The Zealand- 
ers perceiving her diftrefs, attacked her on every 
fide, and at length fet her on fire. Romero haften- 
ed to her ailiftance ; but all his attempts to ex- 
tinguifli the flames proved ineffedtual. In a few 
minutes flie funk ; after having communicated the 

flames 
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BookXIII. flames to Romero's (hip, that had come to her 
^■"""■v — 'relief. Romero was obliged to jump overboard, 
*574' and fave his hfe byfwimming^ The Zealand- 
ers had the fame fortunate fuccefs againft all the 
other (hips of the enemy ; they funk fome, burnt 
others, and took the reft. Befides De Glimes, 
and (everal other officers, near a ihoufand Walloons 
and Spaniards perifhed. The victory was decifive. 
And Requefens had the mortification, from the 
dike of Sacherlo, tb witnefs this difafter, which 
was great in itfelf ; but was rendered ftill greater, 
and more afBifting to him, by the fatal confc- 
quences with which he forefaw it muft be at- 
tended. 

D'AviLA in the mean time, with the fquadron 
under his command, had failed from Antwerp, 
and advanced as far as Flufhing. Had he proceed- 
ed in his voyage without delay, he muft have, 
reached Middleburg, in fpite of the Dutch fleet 
which had been ftationed to oppofe him ; for it is 
not probable that he would have met with great 
refiftance from that fleet, as the flower of all the 
forces belonging to it had been fent with Boifot. 
The prince of Orange, who knew this, was ex- 
tremely apprehenfive of the ifllie, and anxioufly 
longed for Boifot's return ; but he was foon deli- 
vered from his anxiety, by obferving from a pro- 
montory near Flulhing, that inftead of haftening 
forward, d'Avila had caft anchor, and feemed re- 
folved to wait for the arrival of De Glimes and 
Romero. In a few hours d'Avila received intelli- 
gence of their defeat ; after which, defpairingof 
being able to relieve the befieged, he immediately 
let fail for Antwerp. He was purfued by the ene- 
my ; but having betaken himfelf to flight in time, 
he arrived with very little lofs at his deftined port. 

Thb 
^ Mcurfii Aurlacus, p. IZ2. 
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HE prince of Orange conveyed intelligence toBooKXIII. 
dragone of what had pafled, by a Spanifh offi- ' — ^^'""^ 
vhom he had taken pri (oner, and at the fame ^^^^^^^^ 
threatened, that if he did not furrender the render of 
I in a few days, the garrifon ftiould be put to J^^^**" 
Avord without mercy. Great numbers of the 
ged had already died of hunger, or of the un- 
iefome food to which they had been obliged to 
: recourfe. Provifions of alnioft every kind, 
excepting the flefti of dogs and horfes, were 
Umed ; nor had they any other food, but bread 
e of flax feed ; and even this was nearly ex- 
led, Mondragone perceiving that the deftruc- 
of the garrifon, as well as of the inhabitants^ 
\ be the certain confequence of his refufing to 
tulate, confented to give up both the city of 
dleburg and Armuyden, on condition that the 
ifons (hould be allowed to depart with their 
s and baggage, and that the ecclefiaftics, and 
fuch of the catholic inhabitants as inclined to 
idraw, (hould have liberty to difpofe of their 
fts, and be tranfported to the continent. Wil- 
[ highly refpeded Mondragone on account of 
yallant condudt during the fiege, and agreed to 
e conditions ; but required that he (hould pledge 
honour that he would procure the releafe of St. 
egond, and two or three more of the Proteftant 
lets, or return into captivity. In the fequel, 
ndragone (hewed himfelf worthy of the confi- 
ce which was repofed in him. By his intercef- 
with Requefens, St. Aldegond and the other 
bners were fet at liberty ''. 

Jot WITHSTANDING this fignal triumph gained Apprehen- 
r Requefens in his fird enterprife, the prince ofp|!j"'^f^,f^* 
.nge was not without apprehenfions, that theo.mge. 
brence between his charafter and that of his 
Jecedbr, added to the difference of meafures 
;ch he feemed determined to purfue, might pro- 
duce 
** MttercD; p. 120. Bentivoglio. 
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BoocXlIF.duce fome alteration in the fentiments of the pec- 
^^" ^ ^ple. The high military talents, the vigour and 
^^^^' adivity of Alva, had been objects of dread and 
terror. They had overawed moft of the provinces, 
and rendered the efforts of others incfFcdtual \ but 
as the oppreflive violence of that tyrant had at firft 
given biuh to the revolt, fo it had contributed more 
than any other caufc to cherifli and fupport it. 
Under a milder and more artful governor, William 
dreaded, not only that the inhabitants of the inte- 
rior provinces would acquiefce in the eftablifhed 
government, but that even the people pf Holland 
and Zealand would be enticed, again to yield their 
necks to the Spanifli yoke. And to prevent this, 
he employed every confideration that could work 
either on their hopes or fears. 

He piits the The king had fo far complied with their wi(hes, 
5^^?gui^d. as to remove the duke of Alva ; but how little 
reafon they had to flatter themfelves, that any 
greater regard would be now paid to their rights 
than formerly, was manifeft from his choice 
of the new governor, who had procured his mafter's 
favour, by the exercife of cruelty over the Moors 
in Granada ; and who, b<:\ng a ftranger and a Spa- 
niard as well as Alva, cculd not be greatly intereft- 
ed in the profperity of the provinces, nor have any 
other end in view, but to promote the tyrannical 
defigns of the court of Spain. Requefcns indeed 
bid a more benign and placid countenance than 
Alva ; but tlie danger to which the provinces were 
cxpofed, was for this reafon the more to be dread- 
ed by every friend of his country. Amidfl the 
governor's profellions of concern for their profpe- 
rity, no mention had been made of freeing them 
from that enormous load of taxes under which they 
groaned ; or of delivering their confciences from 
that reftraint and violence, which the former go- 
vernor had impofed upon them ; or of reftoring 
the laws which Alva had fo wantonly trampled 

under 
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Under foot; or in (hort, of difmiffing thpfe foreign BookXIII. 
troops, from whofe rapacity they had fuffered fuch ' — ^ ^ 
intolerable outrage, hi order to accomplifh thefe '574- 
important purpofes, the provinces of Holland and 
Zealand had taken up arms ; and although the for- 
tune of the war had been various, yet in fpite of 
the moft vigorous eflfbrts of the duke of Alva, 
with a numerous army, to reduce them, thefe pro- 
vinces were governed by their own inhabitants, 
and enjoyed the free and full pofleflion of their re- 
ligious and civil rights. The other provinces ought 
now to imitate the example of their countrymen ; 
the king having appointed a govemor over them, 
inexperienced in the art of war, and unacquainted 
with the army under his command, which was at 
prefent ftrongly infeded with a fpirit of fedition 
and difcontent. It might perhaps appear ra(h and 
daring for the inhabitants of fo narrow a territory 
as the Netherlands, to enter the lifts with fo po- 
tent an enemy as the king of Spain ; but the power 
of that monarch was not in reality fo formidable 
as it feemed. The great extent of his dominions 
ferved rather to embarrafs and encumber him, than 
to add to his ftrength ; and confidering the dif- 
tance of his place of refidence, and the difficulty 
of tranfporting troops either from Spain or Italy, 
there was little reafon to apprehend that he would 
ever be able to fubdue the people of the Nether- 
lands ; if they had the refolution to adt with una- 
nimity and fpirit, in a caufe, in which, not only 
their property, and their exillence as a commercial 
(late, but their religion and civil liberty, were at 
Hake." 

By thefe and fuch other arguments, did theTheiafttr- 
princc of Orange animate the people to co-operate '^^'^^j^^\^ 
M^ith him, in aflcrting their liberty, in oppofitionof NaOtu. 
to the plan formed by the court of Spain to enflave 
them. 

Vol. I Dd M£A>r 
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Book XIII. Mean while, his brother count Lewis, who had 
^"■^ ^ 'refided in Germany ever fince the (urrcnder of 
' 574- Mons, was employed in attempting to perfuade the 
proteftant princes there, to aflift him in his pre- 
parations tor a new invafion of the interior pro- 
vinces; to which, notwithftanding the failure or 
his former enterprifes, Lewis was prompted, panly 
by his knowledge of the mutinous fpirit of the Spa- 
nifh troops, but chiefly by the profpedt of that 
alTiftance which it was now in his brother's power 
to afford him. It was concerted between the two 
brothers, that as foon as count Lewis had finifhed 
his levies, the prince (hould advance with a body 
of troops towards the interior provinces, either to 
make a diverfion in his brother's favour, or to 
unite their forces. 

Lewis found it extremely difficult to proairc 
money to defray the expence of his intended ex- 
pedition. His brother's fortune as well as his own 
were alm9ft ruined by their former military enter- 
prifes. The States of Holland were involved in 
greater expence than they were able to fupport. 
They had, in conjunftion with the prince of 
Orange, made application to the queen of Eng- 
land; but this princefs, being unwilling to cm- 
broil herfelf with Philip, had refufed to allift tliem. 
Lewis had begun his preparations, in hopes of re- 
ceiving fupplies from feme German princes, who 
had promifed their afliftance, but who were either 
not inclined, or unable to fulfil their engagements. 
To fave himfelf from the affront of abandoning an 
undertaking, in which a great number of French 
and German proteftants had engaged at his requell, 
he opened a negociation with Schomberg, ambal- 
fador of Charles the Ninth of France, who at 
this time courted the favour of the proteftant 
princes in Germany, with a view to facilitate the 
eledion of his brother the duke of Anjou, to the 

crown 
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crown of Poland. Between Lewis and Schomberg, BookXIII. 
who met at Francfort on the Maine, it was agreed, ^^^"v-^-* 
That if Charles (bould, in behalf of the inhabit- ^^'^^' 
ants of the Low<]!ountries, declare war againft 
the king of Spain, the provinces of Holland and 
Zealand fhould be immediately delivered into the 
hands of the French monarch ; on his engaging to 
maintain all their rights, and in particular, the 
free exercife of the reformed religion. But if 
Charles (hould not make open war, it was agreed, 
that count Lewis (hould have three hundred thou- 
fand livres to aflift him in his prefent enterprife ; 
that the French king (hould have the fovereignty 
of Holland and Zealand, and that fome of the 
German princes (hould be furety for the fulfilment 
of this condition. A part of the money was paidy 
and Lewis was thereby enabled to complete his 
levies, which amounted to between three and four 
thoufand horfe, and feven thouland foot *. 

He began his march, accompanied by his bro- 
ther Henry, and Chriftopher, fon of the eledlor 
Palatine, in the beginning of February ; and de- 
fpifing the rigour of the feafon, he advanced with 
great rapidity towards the Netherlands, in hopes of 
finding the governor unprepared. Having crolTed 
the Rhine and the Mofelle, he di reded his courfe 
towards Guelderland, with an intention to pafs the 
Maefe at Maeftricht, and to purfiie his march 
through Brabant, till he (hould unite his forces 
with thofe which his brother had engaged to bring 
to his afliftance. 

With fo great difpatch and fecrecy had Lewis The go%'tr- 
conduded his preparations, that Requefens re-T^'^P^'* 
mained ignorant of his defign, till he was informed 
that he had begun his march. By this intelligence 
D d 2 the 

* Thuanus* lib. Iv. Meteren, p. IJ3. — Charles died fooa 
•ftcr, and the treatj had no otl)«r conUquences. 
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BooRXIII.the governor was thrown into great perplexity. 

'^^"^^"■**^ His troops had been lately fo much reduced, that 
^^^^' it was impollible for him to oppofe both the bro- 
thers at the fame time ; and he confidered, that to 
unite his forces, and employ them againft Lewis, 
would expofe the maritime provinces an eafy prey 
to the prince of Orange. His anxiety was increafcd 
by the difcovery of an intrigue, which had been 
formed by William's adherents, for the furprife of 
Antwerp. Nor was he entirely free from appre- 
henfions that his troops might refufe to quit the 
towns in which they were Rationed, till they 
fhould receive payment of their arrears. Having 
convened a council of his principal officers, and 
heard their opinions of the meafures which they 
thought moft proper to be purfued, he refolved to 
remain, together with the Marquis of Vitelli, in 
Antwerp, to watch the fecret machinations of the 
prince of Orange ; and fuch troops as could be 
fooneft drawn together, were immediately fent off 
under Sancio d*Avila, to oppofe the paflage of 
count Lewis over the Maefe. The reft followed 
foon after ; having been perfuaded to leave their 
quarters, by a promife that their arrears fhould be 
paid, as foon as the provinces were delivered from 
the impending danger. 

Lkwis in the mean time advancing towards the 
frontier, had arrived within a few miles of Maef- 
tricht, where he pitched his camp ; in expedtation 
that his friends in the place would be able to make 
themfelves mafters of one of the gates. But Re- 
quefens having difcovered his intention, had dif- 
patched feveral companies of light armed troops 
before the main army, to fecure the town. Thefe 
troops arrived in time to prevent the friends of 
Lewis from executing their defign ; and in a few 
days afterwards, they were joined by d'Avila with 
the reft of the forces. 

Lewis 
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Lewis was not prepared for undertaking theBooKXIH. 
fiege of a place fo completely fortified as Maef- ^— v"-*-^ 
tricht ; and after feme trials of ftrength in two or '^^^* 
three fkirmifhes with the Spaniards, he decamped, 
and marched down the Eaft fide of the river, till 
he came to Ruremonde ; but there too, as well as 
in Maeftricht, the proteftants were intimidated and 
overawed, and not a fingle perfon ventured to de- 
clare in his favour. He continued his march in 
the fame direction, refolving to haften forward till 
he (hould join his brother, who was advancing to 
meet him in the country which lies between the 
Maefe and the Waal. 

D'AviLA aimed at nothing for fome time, but 
to prevent Lewis from tranfporting his army over 
the river, and with this view he had marched as 
near him as poflible, having the river between 
them ; but receiving a reinforcement of two thou- 
fend veteran troops, and finding, by the informa- 
tion of his fpies, that Lewis had laid afide his firft 
defign of crofling the Maefe, and was on full 
march towards the prince of Orange, he confider- 
ed, that it was of the higheft importance to prevent 
their jundkion; and that for this purpofe it was ne- 
ceflary to compel Lewis as foon as poflible to en- 
gage. With this intention he proceeded with the 
utmoft celerity down the river, and having crofl^ed 
It by a bridge of boats at the town of Grave, he 
thus got between count Lewis and his brother's 
army. Lewis, anxious to prevent this, had avoid- 
ed every unneceflTary delay ; but his troops, cha- 
grined at being refufed admittance firft into Maef- 
tricht, and afterwards into Ruremonde, had pro- 
ceeded in their march with much lefs alacrity than 
the Spaniards. He received the firft intelligence 
of D'Avila's having croffed the Maefe when he 
arrived at Mooch, a village at the diftance of only 
one league from the Spanifh army, and on the 

fame 
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BookXIU. fame fide of the river. He foon perceived the ne- 
''— ^' ' ceffity to which he was reduced, either to give the 
*574' enemy battle, or to retire. To retire, he faw, 
muft be extremely difficult and dangerous, on ac* 
count of the diforder and conftemation which com- 
monly attend a retreat ; and therefore he did not 
hefitate to try the fortune of a battle, although he 
knew how much inferior his undifcipHned Forces 
were to the Spaniards, who were feledt veteran 
troops, animated by the confcioufnefs of fuperior 
prowefs, and commanded by d'Avila, a perfon of 
extraordinary abilities, who, by merit alone, had 
railed himfelf from the ftation of a common fol- 
dier, to the rank of general. 

BttUe of To enable him to refift fo formidable an enemy, 
^ Lewis refolved to remain in his prefent fituation 

at Mooch, and to cover his infantry with a ftrong 
intrenchment. His cavalry, though reduced by 
defertion, was ftill fuperior to that of the enemy ; 
but from this fuperiority, the nature of the ground, 
which rifes into hills at a little diftance from the 
river, did not fufFer him to derive any conliderable 
advantage. He drew them up as well as the un- 
equal face of the country would permit, on the 
right of his camp ; and upon a hill behind his 
main army, he placed a fquadron of chofen troops, 
with which he intended either to fix the vidory, 
if it Ihould appear doubtful ; or, in cafe of a de- 
feat, to open a paflage through the enemy to his 
brother, who had now advanced as far as Nime- 
guen to meet him. He had juft time to put his 
troops in order of battle when d'Avila arrived, 
having his infantry on the right, and on the left 
his cavahy, flanked by a body of mufqueteers, 
defigned to fupport them againft the fuperior num- 
bers of the German cavalry. 

D'AviLA began the engagement by fending 
three hundred men to attack the enemy's lines. 

The 
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The troops which had been appointed to defend Book XHI. 
thera, advanced brifkly towards "^the Spaniards, ^ — ^^'^^ 
and gave them a gallant and refolute reception ; '574- 
but they were foon compelled to retire. The Spa- 
niards followed, and attempted to enter the camp 
along with them. The adion there was bloody 
and obftinate, and frefh fuccours haftened from 
both armies to the affiftance of the combatants. 
But the cotemporary hiftorians differ fb widely 
from each other in their accounts of this engage- 
ment, that it is impoffible to know the truth. 
Some authors affirm, that the Germans acquitted 
tbemfclves with honour, and made a bold and vi- 
gorous refiftance. Others fay, that only the French 
troops in count Lewis's army performed their duty, 
while the Germans refufed to advance unlefs their 
arrears were paid, and remained obftinacely in their 
camp till the Spaniards broke into it, and, after 
making prodigious havock among them, put them 
to an ignominious flight. In the beginning of thejl^j''^ ***" 
adlion, the German cavalry proved an overmatch nVii^ 
for their antagonifls ; and having fallen with great 
fury on that part of the enemy's horfe that was 
nearefl them, they drove them to a diftance from 
the field of battle ; but when they were forming 
themfelves again for a new attack, fome frefh 
(quadrcHis of^the Spanifh cavalry advanced, and 
threw them into diforder. The Spanifh mufquc- 
teers, who had been placed to fupport the horfe, 
were tlien of fignal ufe. With their (hot they 
galled the Germans in flank, and greatly augment- 
ed their confufion. Count Lewis and the Palatine 
attempted, but in vain, to rally them. Thefe 
princes did every thing to reflore the battle that 
could have been done by the mofl expert com- 
manders, while they endeavoured to animate their 
troops by their example, and gave confpicuous 
proo& of the mofl heroic valour. Their efforts 
might have been crowaed with fuccefs, if a body 

of 
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BookXIII of Spanifh lances had not arrived when the Ger- 
^"'"^^ ^raan reiters had begun to give way The reiters 
*^^^' were overpowered; above five hundred of them 
were killed, and of the infantry between three and 
four thoufand. The vidtory was decifive, and the 
value of it to the conquerors was greatly enhanced 
by the deaths of count Lewis, his broiher Hcnrj \ 
and the Palatine ; all of whom the cotemporary 
hiftorians defcribe as having exerted the higheft 
degree of vigour and intrepidity, although none 
of thefe writers were able to procure information of 
the manner in which they fell. Their death was 
matter of great lamentation to the prottftant con- 
federates, and efpecially the death of Lewis, who 
had made fo many great exertions in their behalf. 

As (bon as the prince of Orange received the 
melancholy news of this difafter, he began to re- 
turn towards Holland, being cbnvinced that now, 
when he was deprived ot his brother's aid, it 
would be in vain for him to attempt to keep the 
field \ 

Mutiny of WiLi.i A M expe6\ed that they would have im- 
u(^ps?°' mediately followed him, in order to improve their 
vidory, whilft the terror which it infpired was re- 
cent ; and they would probably have done fo, had 
not the Spanifli troops fullied the glory which they 
had acquired, by rebelling againft their officers on 
the next day after the batile. D'Avila could not 
inflantly fulfil his engagement to pay their arrears. 
Aim fl three years pay was due to them. Even 
before the prefent expedition, their pafience had 
been worn out, and it appears to have been the 
hopes of plunder, or the dread of confequences 
fatal to themfelves, that induced them to march 
againft the Germans, more than their confidence 

in 

*^ Bentivoglio, p. 143. Thuanus, lib. lix. Cc6L xv. Van 
Mctcrcn, p. 132. 
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1 the promife which D'Avila haci made them. BookXIII. 
Icing now freed from their apprehenfions of perfo- '^"'"^^^ * 
lal danger, and difappointed in their expedlations *^^'^* 
f being enriched by the fpoils of the enemy, who 
/ere ftill poorer than themfclves, they demanded 
irom their general the immediate fulfilment of his 
)romife ; and when they only received new affur- 
.nces of the fame kind as thofe with which they 
lad been amufed before, they threatened 10 take 
vengeance on him for his falfehood and deceit. He 
ind the other officers endeavoured to appeafe them, 
>ut in vain. In order to avoid their fury, he was 
obliged to make his efcape fecretly from the camp ; 
md immediately after his departure, they ran to 
inns, expelled their officers, and, having from 
imong thcmfelves eleded other officers and a com- 
nander in chief, they quickly left Mooch, and di- 
e6led their march to Antwerp, with an intention 
o live at free quarters upon the inhabitants of that 
vealthy city, till they (hould extort payment of 
:heir arrears. 

Requesens having received intelligence of They tak« 
:heir defign, had remained at Antwerp ; and, if STiU'^i^^/^ 
le had complied with the counfel of Champigny, 
Tovernor of the town, and taken precautions for 
ecuring a part of the fortifications which was un- 
iniflied, he might have fruflrated their attempt ; 
3Ut being extremely diffident of the Spanifh part 
>f the garrifon, which had the fame ground or dif- 
content with the mutineers, and flattering himfelf 
with ihe hopes of being able to appeafe them, he 
fu£fered them to enter the city without refiftance, 
to the number of three thoufand men. They had 
no fooner entered, than they formed themfelves in 
order of battle. The citizens were overwhelmed 
with terror, and many of them fled precipitately 
out of the city. Requefens rode up to the muti- 
neers, and remonftrating to them on the pernici- 
ous tendency of their condudl, he prayed, intreat- 

ed. 
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BooKXIII.ed, and threatened them ; but could not, by ad* 
* — ^^"^"^ dreffing either their hopes or fears, draw any other 
*5^^ concelTion from them, but that they would abftain 
from plunder, on condition that they (hould re* 
ceive immediate payment of their arrears, and 
that the Walloons and Germans under the com* 
roand of Champigny (hould be ordered to quit the 
town. With this laft rcqueft, the governor thought 
it expedient to comply ; and thus the mutineers 
were left in full pofleflion c£ the place, without 
any force to controul them. The firft objed of 
their attention was to fecure the gates^ after which 
they difperfed themfelvcs over the dty, and took 
up their quarters in the houfesof the principal in- 
habitants, where they ftudied to create expence, 
and night and day to give difturbance and une^i- 
nefe. They were perpetually demanding the ful- 
filment of the governor's engagements ; and as 
they daily threatened to iack and plunder the town, 
if he did not fpeedily comjrfy with th^ir requefts, 
the people were difquicted with continual appre- 
henfions and alarms. The mutineers required 
payment not only of their own arrears, but of 
thofe too which had beea due to fuch of their com- 
panions as had died of difeafes or fallen in banle. 
At length, the fum of one hundred thoufand flo- 
rins was raifed by the inhabitants; and the gover- 
nor was obliged to pledge his jewels and furniture 
for the remainder, and to grant a pardon, confirm- 
ed by a folemn oath, to all concerned in this fedi- 
tion ; after which the mutineers returned under 
their former officers, and went to join the reft of 
the army which was now in Holland, and had al- 
May 30. ready begun the fiege of Leyden. 

Deftruaion pROM this mutiuy, Philip's intereft in the Ne- 

J^^^^^'^s'^therlands fufFered greatly in feveral refpedts. In the 

time of D'Avila's expedition againft count Lewis, 

Requefens having exerted his utmoft vigour and 

activity, 
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m£iivity, had equipped a numerous fleet, which heBooxXUC* 
intended to employ in the recovery of Zealand. '^■^'^^"^^ 
When the mutineers arrived at Antwerp, this fleet, * ^^ 
which was not yet of fuffkient ftrcngth, lay under 
the walls of the city. Adolphus Hanflede, the 
commander, anxious for his charge, and apprehen- 
five that tbs feditious foldiers might, in order to 
extort compliance with their demands, take poflel^ 
fion of the (hips, had removed them to a place at 
fame diftance from Antwerp, where they were out 
of the reach of the Spaniards. But in avoiding 
this danger he fell into a greater. The 2^1anders, 
whofe partifans were continually on the watch, 
quickly received intelligence of his change of fla* 
tion, and refolved to improve the opportunity 
which was thus prefented to them. Having attack-* 
ed him when he was utterly unprepared for de- 
fence ; they took forty of his (hips ; funk and de- 
ftroyed feveral others; and rendered all the reft 
unfit for fervice. By this fevere blow, the plan 
which Requefens had projeAed, for recovering the 
maritime towns, was entirely difconcerted. The 
fleet now deftroyed, was to have a<5ted in conjunc- 
tion with another which Philip had been preparing 
in the ports of Spain. But as the Spanifh fleet, 
was deemed too weak to contend fingly with the 
enemy, the defign was laid afide for the prefent ; 
and no future governor of the Low Countries ever 
found it practicable to revive it *. 

Whilst the Zealanders availed themfelvesof the 
(edition in the Spanifti army by fea, the prince of 
QraiUKe had been equally intent on deriving advan- 
tage uom it by land. On receiving information of 
the fate of his brothers, he had b^un his march, to- 
wards Holland ; but when intelligence was brought 
him that the Spaniards had mutinied, he refolved 
to improve the prefent opportunity, of making 

ibme 

t Bcntivoglio, p. 149. Meteren, 137. 
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BooKXin.fome new acquifition. Faffing over into the ifle of 
^*" — ^^'""*^ Bommel, which is formed by the confluence of the 
*S74- Maefe and the Rhine, he engaged the chief town 
in it to efpoufe his intereft ; and having fixed his 
head-quarters there for fome time, be gave fupport 
to his friends in the ifland, and reduced to great 
extremity fuch of the people asilill adhered to the 
Spanifh government. The marquis of Vitelli was 
difpatched by Requefens to oppofe his progrefe. 
That able commander rendered abortive a defign 
which the prince had formed on Bois-le-duc ; and 
the prince, on the other hand, took meafures 
which prevented the town of Bommel from falling 
into the hands of Vitelli. But the attention of both 
was fopn after this ingrofled by a more important 
and interefling objedt, the fiege of Leyden, to the 
relation of which I (ball proceed, after mention- 
ing an attempt of Requefens, to put an end to the 
war, by publilhing a new adt of indemnity in the 
name of the king. 

Aa of in- Although feveral perfbns were excluded from 
demmty. ^j^^ benefit of this indemnity, yet it was much 
more comprehenfive than that which had been 
publifhed fome time before by the duke of Alva. 
It did not however produce the defired effed. 
The people were not confcious of that guilt which 
Philip's pompous deed of clemency imputed to 
them i they believed that they had fuffered wrong, 
inftead of having done it ; and they could not be 
grateful to him for difpenfing with a punifhment, 
which they thought it would have been in the high- 
eft degree tyrannical to inflid. Befides this, the 
pardon was clogged with a condition, by which al- 
moft all the inhabitants of Holland and Zealand, 
amounting to many hundred thoufands, and great 
numbers too in the other provinces, were excluded. 
This was, that the proteftants fhould renounce 
their religion, and return into the bofom of the I 

church: I 



I 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 413 

church; a condition from which Philip's bigotry BookXIII. 
would never fuffer him to depart, nor the zeal and *"" "^ ' 
fincerity of the reformers permit them to accept. *^^** 
Requefens could not be ignorant of this, yet he 
entertained fome hopes at this time of bringing 
about an accommodation, by means of St. Aide- 

?>nd, who had not as yet obtained his liberty. 
he governor fent Champigny and Junius de Jong 
to treat with him ; but when St. Aldegond informed 
them that no peace would be ever agreed to by the 
maritime provinces, unlcfe the queftion concerning 
religion were left to the decifion of the States, Re- 
quefens, who knew that Philip would never con- 
fent to that condition, ordered the conference to be 
immediately diffolved **. 

He now bent his whole attention to the fiege of'p^^^ ^ 
Leyden. He had blockaded that city for feveral *^ 
months in the winter feafon, and reduced the inha- 
bitants to great diftrefs ; but he had been obliged 
to defift from his undertaking, and to call off his 
troops tooppofe the German army. They left their 
ftations in the neighbourhood of Leyden on the 
21ft of March, and refumed them on the 26th of 
May. 

In order to form a juft conception of the operati- 
ons of this memorable fiege, it is neceflary to re- 
member that Leyden lies in a low fiiuation, in the 
midft of a labyrinth of rivulets and canals. The 
city was large and populous ; and at the time of 
the fiege was fiirrounded with a deep ditch, and a 
ftrong wall, flanked with baftions. That branch 
of the Rhine which ftill retains its ancient name, 
pafles through the middle of it ; and from this 
ftream fuch an infinity of canals are derived, that 
it is difficult to fay whether the water or the land 
poflefles the greater fpace. By thefe canals, the 

ground 

** Bentivoglio, p. 1 50. 
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BooKXni.git)und on which the city ftands is divided into a 
^^ — v-*^ great number of fmall iflands, united together by 
'574- near a hundred and fifty ftone bridges, that are 
equally fubfervient to the beauty of the place, and 
the convenience of the inhabitants. Leyden is at 
the diftance of a few hours journey firom the 
Hague, Delft, and Gouda, and only a little farther 
from Rotterdam on the one hand, and Haerlem 
on the other. On account of its fituation, as well 
as on its own account, it was deemed a place of 
the firft importance, and a prize worthy of all the 
ardour which was difplayed by the contending 
parties. 

The prince of Orange, who had received notice 
of the governor's intention to renew the fiege, 
communicated his intelligence to the cirizens ; and 
exhorted them to furnifh themfelves with (lores of 
provifions, and to fend out of the town all fuch 
perfons as would be ufelefe in defending it. They 
were not fufficiently attenrive to thefe injundi- 
ons. The prince complained of their remiflGiefs, 
and informed them, that for three months at leaft 
it would not be in the power of the States to raifc 
the fiege. 

To retard the approach of the Spaniards, he or- 
dered ten companies of Englifh adventurers, under 
the command of colonel Edward Chefter, to take 
pofleflion of two forts, one at the fluice of Gouda, 
and the other at the village of Alphen, by which 
the enemy muft pafs in their way to the city. 
Thefe troops did not anfwer the expedation which 
William had conceived of their behaviour. The 
five companies which were placed at the fluice of 
Gouda, after a (hort refiftance, betook themfelves 
to flight ; and the other five, after a fkirmifh in 
which no perfon fell on either fide, bafely imitated 
the example of their countrymen, and retired un- 
der the walls of Leyden. The citizens, who from 

their 
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their ramparts had beheld their ignominious beha-BooKXIIL 
VKMir^ and fuipedted them of treachery, refufed to^"^ ^^"^-^ 
admit them withb the town. The £ng]i(h afcribed '^^^ 
their conduct to the infufficicncy of the fortificati- 
ons whidi they had been appointed to defend ; but 
not being able to wipe out the fufpicion entertained 
of their fidelity, they all deferted to the enemy, 
but a few whom tl^ people of Leyden received 
with open arms *. 

The prince of Orange having intended, that 
the Englifti forces, after being obliged to quit their 
firft ftations, (hould have retired into the town, 
had not provided any other troops to defend it. 
The inhabitants were therefore reduced to the ne- 
ccflity of trufting for their defence, to their own 
valour and condud : a circumilance, which at firil: 
had a formidable afpedt, but which in the end 
proved the caufe of their prefervation ;. fince it was 
thereby much longer before they were reduced by 
fiunine, than it would have been, if befides them- 
ielveSy they bad had a numerous garrifon to fup* 
port. 

The government of Leyden was committed on jton* Don- 
this occafion to Janus Douza *", a perfon of noble **> ^^^«*^^ 
birth ; and well known in the literary world, by S*uyd*a. 
his poetical produdions. By his example, and 
his eloquence, this illuilrious patriot kindled in the 
minds of his fellow-citizens, fuch a zeal for liberty^" 
and Co great an abhorrence of the tyranny of Spain, 
88 rendered them fuperior to every diftrefs, and in 
a great meafure fupphed their want of military 
(kill. They muft however have been found infe- 
rior to the Spaniards ; and if Valdez, the Spanifh 
commander, to whom Requeferis committed thexhcbiock- 
condud of the fiege, had pufhed his operations *^* " ^®'"*' 
with proper vigour, he muft certainly have made** 

himfclf 

•Mctcrcn, p. 139. ^ Or Jean Vandcr Does, lord of Noordwick. 
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BooKXIU.himfelf mafter of the town. But whether he 
^^^"'^^^'^^ wanted to fave his men, and to cany his end with- 
'^^^* oiit bloodfhed; or defpaired, with the ikill and 
force which he pjoflefled, to be able to reduce fo 
ftrong a place by fack and ftorm, he did not think 
of any other expedient for fubduing it, but that 
of blocking it up on all fides, fo as to prevent 
the entrance of fiipplies To this one point, all 
his operations were directed. By a circular chain 
of more than fixty forts, which communicated 
with each other, and ran quite round the city, he 
inverted it on eveiy fide, and not only rendered it 
impoflible to introduce fupplies, but even cut off 
all intelligence between the befieged and their 
friends in the other cities, except what was convey- 
ed by pigeons, in the manner to which the proteft- 
ants had recourfe during the blockade ot Haer- 
lem ^ 

By one of the forts called Lammen, the befieged 
having been deprived of the benefit of pafturing 
their cattle in the neighbouring meadows, they 
Tallied out with great fury upon the Spaniards, and 
almoft got poflelfion of the fort ; but after an ob- 
ftinate and bloody conteft, they were at lad oblig- 
ed to retire. The Spaniards fortified themfelves 
in that ftation more ftrongly than before ; and the 
befieged now defpaired of being able, either in 
that, or any other quarter, to remove them to a 
greater diftance from the city. Inftead of this, they 
apprehended daily their nearer approach to it ; and 
expefted that they would foon open their batteries, 
Condua in order to prepare for taking it by ftorm. This 
.nd refoiu- belief fervcd to quicken the inhabitants : and the 

•ion of the ii i i i , i 

inhabitants, women as wcU as the men were employed day and 
night, without ceafing, in fl:rengthening the fortifi- 
cations. An account was taken of the (lock of 

provifions 

* Thefe pigeons were embalmed, and are ftill preferved ifl 
i]^c town-houfe of Lejden. Lcs delices des Pajs bas. 
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provifions within the town ; and in order to makeBooKXIfT. 
it hold out as long as poffiblc, they began to huf-^^">^'"^-' 
band it betimes. They were perpetually exhort- '^^^ 
ing and animating each other, and expatiating up- 
on the cruelty and perfidy of the Spaniards, and 
the unworthy fate of the people of Zuiphen, H^er- 
lem, and other places, who had trufted to their faith 
and mercy When they were foliciied to return 
to their allegiance by Lanoy, De Lique, and other 
natives of the Low-Countries ; they made anfwer, 
in the words of a celebrated Latin Poet, 

Fiftulam duke canit volucrem dum decipit auceps. 

To other letters, in which they were defired to 
refled on the mifcry to which they muft ere long 
be reduced, they replied, that they had, upon the 
mod mature confideration, refolved rather to die 
of hunger, or to perifh with their wives and chil- 
dren in the flames of the city, kindled by their 
own hands, than fubmit to the tyranny of the 
Spaniards ". 

Th a t mifery which, during the firft two months Their diT- 
of the fiege, exifted only in idea, was at laft rea-'*^*^** 
lized. Their whole ftock of ordinary provifions 
bting confumed, they were obliged to have re- 
courie to the flefh of dogs and horfes. Great num- 
bers died of want ; and many by the ufe of this 
unnatural food. The refolution of the people at 
length began to fail, and they now believed their 
pre(ent calamities to be fuperior even to thofc they 
fliould experience under the Spanifh government. 
Some of them conceived a defign to deliver up the 
town, and formed a fecret aflbciation for this pur- 

VoL. I. E e pofe. 

^ Another faying, (lill more ferocious, is recorded by fomtf 
hiftorians ; That rather than fubmit to fo perfidioHs an enemy, 
they would feed on their left arms, and deftni themfelvdt 
with their right. Van Mctereo, ut fupra. 
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BookXIII. pofe. But their plot being detefted, means were 
^^""Y*"*^ taken to prevent them hnom putting it in execu- 
^'^ tion. A great number of people having come one 
day in a tumultuous manner to a magiftrate whofe 
name was Adrian, exclaiming that he ought either 
to give them food, or deliver the town into the 
hands of the enemy, " I have (blemnly fworn, he 
replied, that I will never furrender myfelf, or my 
feUow citizens, to the cruel and pemdious Spa- 
niard ; and I will (boner die than violate my oath. 
I have no food, elfc I would give it you. But if 
my death can be of ufe to you, take, tear me in 
pieces, and devour me \ I (hall die with fatisfac- 
tion, if I know that by my deadi I (hall for one 
moment relieve you from your direful nece(Iity." 

By this extraordinary anfwer, the people, ftmck 
with aftonifhment, were filenced, and their fury 
was for fome time appea(ed. 

^foiv^e^to* ^^^ prince of Orange, who was not igno- 
lay ihc ^ rant of the extreme mifery to which the befieged 
4er w7ier° ^^^^ Tcduced, had donc every thing in his power 
to accomph'fh their relief He had already cdled- 
ed large fuppHes of provifions ; but could not, with 
all his adivhy and addreft, raife a fufficient force 
to open a pallage into the city. When he found 
that the fituation of the befteged would not admit 
of longer delay, he convened an aflembly of the 
States of the province. The deputies, after con- 
fidering the (trength of the enemy, and the amount 
of their own forces, perceived it to be impracftica- 
ble to relieve the befieged, either by land, or by 
the river and canals ; they therefore had recourfe 
to an expedient, which was dictated by defpair, 
and was the only one at prefent in their power to 
employ. They refolved to avail themfelves, againft 
the Spaniards, of that furious element, from which 
their country had often fufFered the moft dreadful 

devaftaiion ; 
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dcvaftation ; to open their fluices, to break down BookXIXI; 
the dikes of the Maefe and the Iflcl, and by thus lay- ^^ v ' 
ing all the country round Leyden under water, to *5^** 
get acoefe to the befieged with their fleet. No- 
thing could be more repugnant to the ideas of 
this people, than fuch a refolu'tioti. To drain their 
lands^ to exclude the water, and preferve their 
dikeSj were then, as they are ftill, objedls to the 
Dutch of altnoft continual attention, and which 
coft them annually an immenfc exp^nce. But they 
were at prelent animated by objed^s dill nlore im- 
portant and interefting ; andnheir love of liberty, 
joined to their dread of popery and the Spanifh 
yoke, prevailed over every other confideration. 
The damage, which it was fuppofed would arife 
from the rtieafure adopted, was eftimated at fix 
hundred thoui'and euilders. But they confidered, 
that if the Spaniards fhould fucceed in their prefent 
enterprife, not only the region to be overflowed, 
but all the reft of the province, would fall under 
their fubjedion. This the States regarded as in- 
finitely worfe than either poverty or death ; and in 
their prefent difpofition, they would have chofen 
to ruin the country altogether, rather than leave it 
to be enjoyed by an enemy whom they held in 
fuch abhorrence. They were now employed in 
the demolition of thofe mounds, upon which their 
exiftence as a nation depends, with a degree of 
induftry and ardour, equal to that which they 
were accuftomed to employ in repairing them, 
after the ravages of an inundation. 

The water, after its barriers were removed, dif- 
fufed itfelf over all the adjacent fields ; and in ^ 
few days, almoft the whole region which lies be- 
tween Rotterdam, Gouda, Delft, and Leyden, 
was overflowed. The Spaniards Were thrown at 
firft into the utmoft dreid and terror ; bvit when 
they underftood the caufe of this unexpected in* 
£ e 2 undation^ 
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BooKXIII.undation, and obferved that the water did not 
^' — "^ ' rife above a certain height, they recovered from 
* 574- xhtir aftonifhment. They were obliged to abandon 
fuch of their forts as were fituated in the lower 
grounds, and to retire to thofe which flood higher; 
however, of thefe laft, they hoped to be able to 
keep poffeffion, and to continue the blockade, till 
the famine, which they knew raged in the town 
with dreadful fury, ihould conquer the obftinacy 
of the citizens, and bring the fiege to a conclufion. 

The prince of Orange, in the mean time, was 
employed with the utmoft diligence in preparing 
every thing neceflary to fecure the fuccefsful exe- 
cution of his intended purpofe. He ordered to 
be built, at Rotterdam and other places, near two 
hundred flat-bottomed veflels, having each of them 
ten, twelve, fourteen, or fixteen oars; and thefc 
he mounted with guns, and manned with eight 
hundred Zealandersj a rude and favage, but a 
brave and determined band, animated at once by 
religious zeal, and the mod implacable hatred 
againft the Spaniards ; and whofe appearance was 
rendered horrid by the fears of innumerable wounds, 
which they had received in their late naval en- 
gagements. They were brought from the fleet 
by Boillbt, the admiral of Zealand, to whom the 
coriduct of the prefent enterprife was committed °. 

With fuch of the veflels as were already equip- 
ped, Boiflbt left Delft in the beginning of Sep- 
tember, and dircfted his courfe towards Leyden. 
But the water had not as yet rifen to a fufiicient 
height, and the banks of the rivers and canals, in 
which only there was a proper depth of water, 

were 

^ The fpirit by which thefe men were aduated, may be 
conceived tVoin their, method of dillinguifhing themfelvcs; 
which was by wearing a half moon on their caps, with this in- 
scription, Tiirki rather than papifts. Meteren, 140. 
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were fo ftrongly fortified, as to render his ap-BooKXUl. 
proach to the city impradticable. From feme of^ — ^r••^ 
their forts he obliged the Spaniards to retire, but *574- 
others were of fufficient ftrength to withftand his 
mod vigorous attacks. In order to avoid thefe, 
he continued to break down more dikes as he ad- 
vanced, and in his progrefs, had feveral bloody 
engagements with t!^ enemy. The blockade, 
however, remained ftill as clofe as ever. Boiflbt 
began to be apprehenfive of the iflue. Heaven 
fcemed not to favour his defign. The north wind 
continued much longer than had been ever known 
at the prefent feafon, and retarded the water in its 
aicent. The prince of Orange, when Boiflbt en- 
tered upon this expedition, had. been confined to 
bis chamber by a dangerous illnefs. He was now 
recovered, and came to vifit the admiral's difpo- 
lition of his (hips, which he found to be exadly 
conformable to the diredtions which the States had 
given him ; but their defign, the prince perceived, 
muft prove abortive, and all their labour and ex- 
pence be loft, unlefe the wind (hould change foon 
to another quarter, and the autumnal tides rife as 
ufual. 

With extreme impatience they now expedtedTheinxicty 
the approach of thefe tides, which are commonly of'lhTdtu- 
the fubjedl of dread and terror to the Hollanders. eo«- 
The fituation of the befieged was become the moft 
deplorable and defperate. During feven weeks 
there had not been a morfel of bread within the 
city; and the only food had been the roots of 
herbs and weeds, and the flefh of dogs and horfes. 
Even all thefe were at length con fumed 5 and the 
people reduced to live on foup made of the hides 
of animals which had been killed. A peftilence 
fucceeded to the famine, and carried off in a few 
weeks fome thoufands of the inhabitants. Thofe 
who fiirvived, overwhelmed with anguifti at the 

difmal 
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BooKXIII.difmal fcenes which they daily witnefled, were 
^"-"">^"*^ icarcely able to perform the mournful office of 
'574- burying the dead In this dreadful fituation, they 
beheld from their walla, the fails and flags of the 
veffels deftined for their relief ; but had the mor- 
tification to perceive, that it was utterly impoli;blc 
for them to approach. It is not furprifing tlwt 
fome of the people, finding their mifery greater 
than they were able to endure, (hould have enter- 
tained the thoughts of furrendering the town to 
the enemy. Some conlpiracies were again formed 
for this purpofe j but they were difcovered and de- 
feated by the v^ilanee of Douza, fupported by a 
great majority of tlie people, to whom neither the 
peftilence, iior famine, nor death, in its moft 
hideous forms, appeared fo dreadful, as the ty- 
ranny of the Spaniards. 

Their deli. But the time of their deliverance was at hand ; 

vertnce. ^^^ Heavcu iuterpofed at laft in a confpicuous 
manner in their behalf. Towards the end of 
September, the wind changing from the north-eaft 
to the north-weft, poured the ocean into the mouths 
of the rivers with uncommon violence ; and then 
veering about to the fouth, it pufhed the water 
towards the plains of Leyden, till they were con- 
verted into a fpacious lake, in which the Spanifti 
forts were feen fcattered up and down, and many 
of them almoft covered with the water. 

BoissoT feized with ardour the opportunity 
which was thus prefented to him. And though fc- 
veral of the enemy's fortifications ftill lay in the 
way by which it was neceffary for him to advance, 
he foon obliged the Spaniards to abandon them. 
The Zealanders purfued them, fometimes on foot 
along the dikes, and fometimes in their boats; 
and had feveral fierce rencounters with them, in 
which, frorn the advantage which their boats af- 
forded 
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forded them, they were every where vidorious, BookXHI. 
The fituatkm of die Spanifh troops at this time^^^^^''*^ 
was truly deplorable. Some were fwallowed up in '574- 
the mud and water ; and others attempting to 
march along the dikes, were either killed by the 
fire from the boats, or dragged down with hooks 
fixed to the ends of long poles, and put to the 
iword without mercy. Fifteen hundred peri(hed 
in their retreat. 

All the forts were now foriaken, except the 
fort above mentioned^ called Lammen, of which, 
if the Spaniards had kept pofleffion, they might 
have retarded the approach of the fleet for feveral 
days. This fort was much ftroneer, and flood 
higher than the reft. But when the garrifon un- 
derftood that their general had fled, and that the 
2^ealanders on the one hand, and the befieged on 
the other, were preparing to begin an attack, they 
abandoned their ftation, and by torch light effec- 
tuated a jun£tion with the reft of the forces, in the 
middle of the night. 

In this manner was the fiege of Leyden raifed, 
in the beginning of the fifth month after tlie block- 
ade was formed. Boiflbt advanced without delay 
to the gates of the city. The people, pale and 
meagre, ran, as their fmall remains of ftrength 
wouH allow, to meet him ; and many of them fo 
greedily devoured the food which he diftributed, 
that what was intended for their relief, proved the 
caufe of their inftant deftruftion ; for provifions of 
every kind in the city had been entirely exhaufted, 
and the beGeged were fo weakened, that if the 
blockade had continued two days longer, they 
muft all have periflied *. 

When 

* They eicaped dill more narrowly from falling into the 
bands of che enemy. In the ni^t imoiediatelv preceding, and 
ftC the very time when the Spaniards were making their retreat 
from the fort of Lamnieo, a g^cat part of the w Jl of the city 

havinj[ 
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BookXIII. When they were fome what refrefhed with thi 
^""^^^ ^food which Boiflbt had brou^t, they accompanied 
^^^^' the magiftrates to one of the churches, where they 
rendered thanks to the Almighty for their deliver- 
ance. Never was a^iy affembly more deeply agi- 
tated. By the confiderationof that fignal and un- 
cxpefted deliverance, when they were upon the 
brink of ruin ; joined to their remembrance of the 
difmal fcenes which they had witnefled, and of the 
many friends and fellow citizens whom the famine 
and peftilence had carried off, their minds were 
overpowered at once with gratitude and forrow. 
They were diflblved in tears ; and mingled toge- 
ther the voices of praife and of lamentation. 

The cotempcrary hiftorians have further record- 
ed, that when the prince of Orange received in- 
formation of the raifing of the fiege, being engaged 
in pviblic worfhip in one of the churches at Delft, 
he flood up, and read to the audience the letters 
which contained the intelligence ; after which, the 
States being convened, a day of general thanks- 
giving was appointed. 

The Spanifh army took their rouie by the way 
of Amfterdam and Utrecht, and attempted to get 
poflcilion of the lafl: of thefe places by furprife ; 
but the gates being iTiut againft them, and a con- 
tribution of money offered, they were prevailed on 
to purliie their march towards Maeftricht, where 
they were put into winter-quarters ^ 

PART 

h iving f .lien down, the noife reached the ears of the Spaniards; 
v/:io, if thcv had known the caufe, might have entered the 
town without refiflance. But their dread repreiented the noife 
to their iin:io;in3tions as the approach of the enemy, and ferved 
o..iy to prccipirare thjir fligh*. 

P Mctcre.i, p. 139. iVjeurfii Auriacus, p. 130. Bentivog- 
lio, p. I •; I. 

The Spaniards threw all the blame of the failure of their cn- 
terprife upon their gener.tl ; whom they accufcd of having been 
rcmifs in his operations agai nil the town> on account of a bribe 

of 
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PART II. 



THE difficulties which the Spaniards encount-BooKXlIL 
cred in the fevcral enterprifes that have been "^ — ><""^ 
related, gave Philip a very different idea of the ^/ 575; 
fpirit, vigour, and refources of the malcontents, en. for 
from what be had hitherto entertained ; and de-^**^- 
termined him to liften to an offer, which his confin 
the emperor Maximilian made at this time, of 
mediating a reconcilement. Maximilian was 
prompted to interpoie his influence, partly perhaps 
by concern for the intereft of his kinfman, but 
chidSy by his apprehenfion, that through the clofe 
connedtion which fubfifled between the Dutch and 
German proteftants, the flame which raged with 
lb much fiiry in the Low Countries, might at laft 
diflfufe into Germany. Ha\ ing therefore interced- 
ed with Philip to grant the infurgents favourable 
terms, and obtained powers to negociate an agree- 
ment, he transferred thefe powers to count Scwart- 
zenburg, whom he fent into HuUand, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1575, attended by feveral 
3erman nobles. On the count's arrival in Dort, 
le had an interview with his kinfman the prince 
>f Orange; with whom he employed all his own 
nftuence, and that of the emperor, from whom he 
>rought a confidential letter to the prince. From 
:he refpeft due to the emperor, William confented 
:o a congrefs in the city of Breda. But as he 

could 

>f two hundred thouiand florins, which they alleged he had 
Lccepted, either from the States of Holland or from the people 
rf Leyden. Whether there was any ground for this accufa- 
ioB, does not appear with fuflicient evidence. But the ibldiers 
lew to arms, feizcd his perfon and confined him, till he agreed 
o pay them the two hundred thoufand florins^ which, the/ 
aid, he had received from the Hollanders. 
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BookXIII. could not be perfuaded, that Philip would be ever 
*^ — >^"^^ brought to offer conditions, which the States could 
'575- accept with fafcty, he believed, that the treaty 
propofed would prove abortive, and therefore he 
exhorted the States to keep themfelves in a pofture 
of defence, and to profecute with vigour their pre- 
parations for renewing the war, when the congreis 
fhould be diffolvcd. The prince himfelf was not 
of tlie number of the deputies ; nor did thofe who 
were appointed, though lefs obnoxious to Philip's 
refentment, think it fafe to truft themfelves in the 
power of the Spaniards in Breda, till Romero, and 
Mondragone, and two other perfons of diftin^ion, 
were fent into Holland as hoftages. 

From the proceedings at this congrefs, and the 
mutual diftrufl which the deputies difcovered> the 
reader will eafily perceive the caufes which render- 
ed inefFeftual, not only the prefent attempt, but 
likewife all the endeavours which were afterwards 
employed, during the fpace of forty years, to re- 
concile the contending parties. 

March Mih. The dcmauds of the States of Holland and Zea- 
land confifted of two articles ; that the governor 
(hould immediately difmifs the foreign troops; 
and that a general aflembly of the States of all the 
provinces Ihould be held to determine the feveral 
points in controverfy, whether civil or religious. 

In anfwer to thefe requefts, the Spanifh deputies 
obferved, that it was unreafonable to call the Spa- 
niards by the name of foreigners, fmce they were 
equally the fubjeds of the king as the people of 
the Netherlands, and had done him the moft fignal 
fervice, in that very country from which he was 
now requefted to expel them. That the Germans, 
French, and Englifh, in the fervice of the States, 
might with much greater propriety be denominated 
foreigners. That the king did not intend, in cafe 

peace 
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peace were eftabliihed, to retain the Spanifh troops BookXIII. 
m the Low Countries any longer than neceflity ' — ^' — ' 
fliould require ; but that it would be highly im- *575- 
proper to urge him any further on this fubjedt, 
as he could not, confidently with honour, difmiis 
the forces in the prefent pofturc of his afl&irs. They 
added, that after tranquillity was reftored, the 
king would not be averfe from the convocation of 
the States, nor oppoTe their deliberating concern- 
ing fuch affairs as properly belonged to them. 
That he would be ever ready to liften to their 
pouni(^ and w^uld regulate his conduct agreeably 
to it in every thing thai was juft and reafonable. 
And that, in the mean time, he was gracioufly 
pleafed to make them an offer of a full indemnity 
of their pad offences, upon the following condi- 
tbns : That aU cities and forts, with their artillery 
and (lores, ihoukl be delivered into his hands ; 
that every heretical form of worfhip (hould be pro- 
(cribed ; and that all (uch perfbns as were unwil- 
ling to forfake their errors, fliould diipofe of their 
tfk&s and leave the country. 

To thefe declarations and offers of the Spanifh 
deputies, thofe of the States replied, that notwith- 
(balding what had been faid, they muff: dill ad- 
here to their firft requeft of liaving the provinces 
delivered from the opprefllcm of the Spaniffi and 
ether foreign troops. Thefe troops were indeed 
fubjedts of the king of %>ain ^ but they were not 
iubte£ls of the duke of Brabant, or the earl of 
Flanders, Holland, or any other of the provinces, 
in which therefore they could not be fuffered to 
remain, witliout a violation of a fundamental law 
of the conftitution. It was true, that the French 
and Engliffi troops were foreigners; but thefe 
troops had come into the Low Countries at the de* 
fee of the States ; they had never aifumed to them- 
Mr€S any ftiare in the government, and were 

deemed 
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BookXIII. deemed neceflfary by the States for their defence 
^"^ — "^^"^ againft the Spaniards ; whereas the Spaniards had, 
'57S- from their firft entrance into the Netherlands, 
treated the inhabitants as enemies and flaves ; had 
arrogated to themfelves every important branch of 
the adminiftration, and had, on many occafions, 
cxercifed the mod unrelenting cruehy, indulging, 
in the mod abandoned manner, their lawleis luft 
and avarice, to the utter ruin of great numbers of 
the innocent aod faithful fulyedts of the king. It 
would be impoiTible to reftore tranquillity to the 
provinces while thefe men were allowed to remain, 
nor were they friends to the king or the peace pro- 
pofed, who advifed him to retain them. If the 
fervice which the king had received from his Spa- 
nifti troops, were compared with the mifchief of 
which they had been the authors, it would be 
found that they had done infinitely greater harm 
than good ; and that, by the lawlefs rapine which 
they had exercifed, they had received much more 
than a fufficient compenfation for all their ferviccs. 
The inhabitants of the Low Countries were con- 
fcious of having often contributed to advance the 
glory of the Spanifh crown. Nor could even their 
late condiift, if juftly confidered, be interpreted 
as a breach of their duty to the king, fince they 
had never oppofed his exercifing any rights which 
appertained to him as (bvereign of the provinces; 
and although they had taken up arms, they had 
never employed them but in vindicating thofe 
rights and privileges which the king himlelf had 
fworn to maintain, or in defending their lives and 
fortunes, their wives and children, againft the vio- 
lence and lawlefs tyranny of the Spaniards. 

It gave them much concern to find, that the 
king would not agree to fummon an aflembly of 
the States till peace fhould be reftored, as they 

were 
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were convinced that no other means (b eflfeftualBfooKXIII. 
could be devifed for eftablifhing peace on a firm ^"~^^ ^ 
and permanent foundation. It gave them ftili '57$- 
greater concern to hear the deputies, in the name 
of the king, exprefe themfelves, as if they looked 
upon the States only as counfellors, whofe advice 
he would or would not follow, according as he 
(hould judge expedient. This they could not help 
confidering as intimation, that the States were to 
be limited in the exercife of their authority ; and 
if this was intended, no ufeful purpofe could* be 
ferved by calling them together. With the con- 
ditions annexed to the proffered indemnity, it 
was impoffible they could comply. They could 
not deliver the cities and forts into the hands of 
the Spaniards, without being apprehenfive of the 
fraud exemplified in the fable or the war between 
the wolves and the fheep, in which the latter were 
perfuaded to give up their auxiliaries the dogs into 
the hands of their crafty foes. For they had not 
forgotten the fate of the counts Egmont and Horn, 
and many others, who repented, when it was too 
late, of putting faith in promifes which their ene- 
mies could violate with impunity. And with re- 
fpedt to the other condition, that all heretics fhould 
quit the country, as they could not believe the re- 
ligion now eflablifhed in Holland and Zealand to 
be heretical j fo if all who had renounced the popiQi 
faith were to hz deemed heretics, and expelled 
from the Netherlands, there would not be a fuffi- 
cient number left to keep the dikes in repair ; the 
country would be flript of the greatefl part of its 
inhabitants, and ere long be buried in the waves. 
They concluded with intreating the deputies to 
take the reprefentation they had made in good 
part, as proceeding from their zeal for the intercft 
of the king as well as of the provinces j and with 
praying Almighty God to infpire the king and his 

miniflers 
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BooKXIILminifters with milder fentiments than thofe whi^ 
"^^^■^"^ they had hitherto embraced. 

In the reply which was made to this remon- 
flrance^ the S{:^ni(h deputiea, after complaining of 
the fpirit in whicli it was compoied^ iaid that the 
king would fo far comply with the requefl relative 
to the foreign troops, as to fend them away im* 
mediately after the terms of peace were fetiled •» 
provided the States would at the fame time difmi6 
the foreigners in their fervice^ and deliver up the 
cities and other fortified places. He would like- 
wife fummon the aflembly of the States^ as (bon as 
the prefent diflurbances had fubfided ; but he coiM 
not, confidently with his dignity, fubmit to their 
decifion, the conditions on which peace was to be 
eflablifhed ; fmce this would be to abandon what 
he regarded as his peculiar prerogative^ and to 
allow them to prefcribe where it was their duty to 
obey. In particular, he was determined never to 
refer to their decifion the important queftion con- 
cerning religion. The States, as well as the king, 
had fwom to maintain the catholic i^ith ; and no 
confideration would ever prevail on him to fuflfer 
them to depart from it in the fmalleft article. He 
was not afraid of depopulating the maritime pro- 
vinces by the expuluon of heretics ; on the con- 
trary, he believed that thefe provinces would 
flourifh more, for that tranquillity which unity of 
faith would enfure ; and if the heretical minifters 
were removed, he doubted not that the people 
would foon perceive the folly into which they had 
been betrayed, and return into the bofom of the 
church. 

M»y 3><^- The deputies of Holland and Zealand, after 

fwer^ofThe confulting their conftituents, gave the following 

Sutc€. as their ultimate reply. That they were willing to 

refer the feveral points of difference, the difmiirion 

of 
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of the Spani(h troops, th<e delivering of the cities, BookXIIL 
forts, and military ftores, the nature of the fecu- ^""*'^^''**' 
rity to be given for the fulfilment of the conditions '57S* 
of the peace, and even the article of religion, to 
the general affembly of the States of all the pro- 
vinces : and they were willing, they faid, to make 
the laft of thefe conceffions, not from any inten- 
tion of giving up their religion, which no con(ide- 
ration would induce them to fbrfake; but from 
die deep concern which they felt on account of 
the long continued calamities of their fellow-citiz- 
ens i to put an end to which, they were ready to 
abandon their native country, if the States (hould 
find it neceiTary to ellablilh a religion, with which 
their confcienccs would not fuflfer them to comply. 

Count Scwartzenburg now perceived that noTheocmf«r- 

S eater conceffion could reafonably be expected ^'^^" 
e reprefented to the governor, that confidering 
how deep the proteftant religion had (Iruck its 
roots in the maritime provinces, the extirpation of 
it could not be fpeedily accomplifhed ; and he 
urged him to grant a truce for fix months, during 
which time the exercife of that religion (hould be 
permitted, and every lenient meafure employed to 
(both and conciliate the minds of the people. But 
Requefens had not authority from the king to 
agree to this requeft ; and he refufed to grant even 
a truce of two months, except on condition that 
the proteftants (hould abftain from their mode of 
religious worfhip, and oblige their minifters im- 
mediately to quit the country. With this con- 
dition Count Scwartzenburg knew that the mari- 
time provinces would never be perfuaded to com- 
ply. He therefore defpaired of being able to 
bring his negociation to the dcfired iflue, and foon 
after fet out for Germany. The congrefs was 
difiblved. The hoftages were reftored; and the 

contfsnding 
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BookXIII. contending parties; having their refentmeht moir 
*'**'^^ 'inflamed than ever, applied tbemfelves to the pro- 
*5^^' fecunon of the war \ 

Thewtr The deputies had no fooner left Breda, than 
renewed. Requefens publilhed an edi<5b, prohibiting all com- 
munication with the malecontents ; and imme- 
Juiy iitht diately afterwards fent his troops, under the count 
de Hierges, to lay fiege to the town of Buren j 
which they foon obliged to capitulate. From Bu- 
ren they marched to Oude-water, and in fpite of 
a brave and vigorous defence, they took it by 
* ftorm ; exercifing at this place their wonted fury, 
and putting the garrifbn and all the inhabitants to 
the fword, without diftinftion eidicr of fex or age. 
Hierges proceeded next to Schowen upon the 
Leek. The prince of Orange made hafte to fend 
a reinforcement to the garrifoii. But the inhabit- 
ants dreading the fame fate as that of the people 
of Oude-water, obliged the garrifon to furrender. 
After which, Hierges diredted his march towards 
Crimpen. Vitelli, in the mean time, with the 
forces under his command, reduced a number of 
places which lie between the Leek and the Vahal ; 
and Mondragone was no lefs fuccefsful in the quar- 
ter of Holland, which borders upon Brabant. 

Thegovcr- BuT Requcfcns did not incline that his troops 
rkTthe" Hiould pufh their conquefts in Holland any fur- 
con^ueftof thcr at prefent. In compliance wiih his inftruc- 
ZetUnd. ^.JQj^g^ j^e refolved to bend his whole attention to 
the redudtion of feme of the principal towns in 
Zealand, which Philip was defirous of acquiring, 
for the reception of a fleet to be fent from Spain* 
In order to accomplifh this defign, Requefens drew 
ofFhis troops from Holland; and bad, fome time be- 
fore, 



p Metcren, p. 146 — 15a. Bcntiroglio, lib. ix. ab initio 
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fore, prepared a number of flat-bottomed veflels,BooKXIIIi 
proportioned to the depth of the gulfs and canals. ^""^^^^'^^ 
In thcfe veflelshe intended to have iranfported his ^^* 
troops to Zealand ; but the prince of Orange hav- 
ing received intelligence of his defign, and col- 
lected a naval force of the fame kind, much fupe- 
rior in number, he relinquKhed his firft plan, and 
adopted another that feemed equally difficult and 
dangerous. This was to iniitate what was done by 
Mondragone, when he raifed the fiegeof Tergoes, 
and to make the (bldiers wade through an arm of 
the fea, which was five miles broad. 

In the north-eaft parts of Zealand, there are BoW tod 
three iflands much larger than the reft ; Tolen,^^^^ 
Duveland, and Schowen. Tolen, which lies neareft the Spui. 
to Brabant, was in the* hands of the Spaniards; and •^•' 
between this ifland and Duveland, lies the little ifle 
of Philipfland, which is feparated from Duveland 
by the canal, or arm of the fea, over which Reque- 
(ens intended that his forces (hould pafs on foot. It 
was known from fome experiments which had been 
made, that this canal was fordable ; nor was it 
quite fo broad as that which Mondragone's troops 
had palled over to the relief of Tergoes. But there 
was ft id much reafon to fufpeft that the attempt 
would be found impradicable. 

Such of the officers as were of this opinion, ob- 
fcrved that there was a wide difference between the 
cnterprife in queftion, and. that of Mondragone, 
whofe men had no other obftacles to encounter but 
thofe of the paflage, and needed only ftrength and 
patience to enfure fyccefs; whereas, in the prefent 
cafe, the enemy had taken the alarm^ and were 
continually upon the watch ; the ford was in a 
manner befieged by their numerous veflels, which 
•were ready to attack the Spaniards, when they 
would be unable to defend themfelves. And even 
allowing that they (hould furmount thefe difficulties, 

Vol. I. F f and 
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PookXIU. and efFedtuate their paffage, yet what remained for 

'^'^-yr^'^ them, on their approach to the oppofite ihore, but 

*5^*' to be attacked by a fre(h and vigorous enemy, ad- 

vantageoufly polled before they could difentangle 

thcmfelves from the mud and water. 

Bv thefe confiderations fome of the principal of- 
ficers were induced to remonftrate againft the in- 
tended enterprife, as too hazardous and defperate ; 
and they were of opinTon, that no attempt ought 
to be made on Zealand till the fleet from Spain 
fhould arrive. But this prudent counfel was not 
fuited to the bold intrepid fpirit which animated 
the greater part of the Spanilh officers. The re- 
membrance of their former vivftories, joined to 
their contempt of the malcontents, infpired them 
with confidence of fuccefe ; and they were unwil- 
ling to divide the glory of their conquefts with 
their countrymen, who were fuppofed to be on 
their way from Spain. If this enterprife, faid they, 
be impracticable in the day, why may we not un- 
dertake it in the night ; when we (hall either 
elude the vigilance of the enemy ; or, if they 
get information of our defign, yet we Hiall 
have little reafon to dread their efforts, as they 
will be obliged to fire their guns at random, 
and fpend their force in air. The troops polled on 
the other fide to oppofe our landing, will ad, as 
their countrymen have often done on fimilar 
occafions. The boldnefs of our adventure, and 
the daring countenances of our men, will over- 
whelm their daftardly fpirits with dilmay and ter- 
ror. 

Rf.quesens was not naturally fond of rafhor 
daring enterprifes ; but being exceedingly delirous 
to carry his fcheme of fubduing Zealand into 
fpeedy execution, he tranfported three thoufand 
fekd troops, compofed of an equal number of 

Spaniards, 
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Spaniards, Walloons and Germans, to the ifle of BookXIII. 
Philipfland. Then having ordered d'Avila to at-^ "^ ^ 
tend him with the fleet, on board which he put one *5^5- 
half of thefe forces, he gave the command of the 
other half, deftined to attempt the paflage, to Ofo- 
rio d'Ulloa, a Spanifli officer of diftinguiflied cou- 
rage, who had warmly exhorted him to undertake 
this bold and fingular expedition. 

On the 28th of September, as foon as it was 
dark, and the tide had begun to retire, UUoa enter- 
ed the water at the head of his troops, with the 
guides before him. The troops were followed by 
two hundred pioneers; and the rear-guard was 
formed by a company of Walloons, commanded 
by an officer of the name of Peralta. They could 
march only three men a-breaft, on the top of a 
ridge of earth or fand, and were often obliged to 
wade up to the fhouldefs, and to bear their mufkeis 
on their heads, to preferve them from the water. 
They had advanced but a little way, when the 
Dutch and Zealandcrs approached, and began a furi- 
ous difcharge of their fmall arms and artillery. And 
not fatisfied with this, many of them leaped into 
the water, and with hooks fattened to the ends of 
long poles, laid hold of the foldiers, opprefled with 
the weight of the element through which they toil* 
ed ; maflacring fome, and plunging others in the 
waves. Nothing but the darknefs of the night, 
which prevented tlie two fquadrons of the enemy's 
fliipsfrom afting in concert, could have faved the 
royalifts from deftrudtion. But, notwithftanding 
the difficulties under which they laboured, they 
perfifted bold and dauntlefe in their courfe, exhort- 
ing and affifting one another ; and without quit- 
ting their ranks, repelling the enemy, and defend- 
ing themfelves as well as their dcfperate circum- 
ftances would allow. Their calamities increafed as 
they approached to the oppofitc ftiore. For bcfides, 
that their vigour was impaired, they had deeper 

F f a wat:r 
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BookXIII. water to pafs, and the enemy's (hips could come 
^ — "^ — ' nearer to the ford. At laft, however, they reach- 
*S^5- ed the land, in time to fave themfelves from de- 
ftru6tion. The banks were lined with a numerous 
body of troops ; and if thefe troops had behaved 
with an ordinary degree of refolution, it is impof- 
fible that the Spaniards, drenched as they were with 
mud and water, and exhaufted with fatigue, could 
have flood before them. But unfortunately, in the 
beginning of the attack, their commander was 
killed, by an accidental (hot of one of his own 
men. Conftemation feized his troops, and they 
fled in the moll daftardly manner, before an ene- 
my unable to purfue. 

This extraordinary adventure, though it fuc- 
ceeded beyond what could juftly have been expedk- 
ed, was not executed without lofs. The pioneers 
were all either overtaken by the tide, or deftroycd 
by the enemy. The rear guard under Peralta 
faved themfelves by returning back. Of the troops 
under Ulloa, a confiderable number was killed or 
drowned, and others wounded. But among the 
killed there was only one perfon of diftindtion, 
named Pacheco ; concerning whom it is recorded, 
that being wounded by a mulket (hot, and unable 
to advance, and fome of his men urging him to 
fufFer them to bear him on their (boulders ; he re- 
. plied, '' That would ferve only to retard your 
march. My wound is mortal ; I die, and not with- 
out Tome honour in (b glorious an enterprife." 
Saying this, he funk down into th? water \ 

WHE^f 

H Bcntivoglio, p. i68. This hiftorian gives the fame autho- 
rity for the above mentioned particulars, as for thofe of the 
palfage at Tergoes ; the telliiiiony of Rivas, governor of Cam- 
bray, who was an ador in both. 

The Spaniards were not a little encouraged by an appearance 
then rare, but fince familiar and common, an Aurora Borealis, 
or noi thern light ; which flione all the time of their paflage, anjl 
which they interpreted as a fign wrought by Heaven in their 
behalf. 
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When the Dutch and Zealanders (aw that, inBooKXIIL 
fpite of their oppofition, the royalifts had accom-' ^ ' 
pliflied their defign, they quitted the canal, and '575- 
went to give notice of what had happened to the 
inhabitants of the fea-port towns, which they fup- 
pofed the enemy intended to attack. Requefens 
immediately laid hold of the opportunity which 
their departure afforded him, to traniix)rt the reft 
of his forces to Duveland; where they joined their 
companions, and foon compelled all the proteftant 
troops on the ifland to fly over to Ziricfee, the ca- 
pital of Schowen. 

The reduftion of that city was the immediate 
and principal objeft of the prefent expedition. 
For befides, that Requefens hoped, by poffeffing 
Ziricfee, to be able to difturb the communication 
between Holland and Zealand, he confidered it as 
the fitteft place for the reception of the reinforce- 
ment which he expedled from Spain ; and he in- 
tended to make it the feat of his ftrength in that 
quarter, till he (hould colled a naval force fufficient 
to enfure the conqucft of Middleburg, Fluftiing, 
and the other towns in Walcheren. Towards Zi- 
ricfee, the army now commanded by Mondragone, 
proceeded without delay. Before they could reach 
it, they found it necellary to pafs over the canal, 
which fcparates Duveland from Schowen, and on 
the oppofite fide of which they faw the enemy pre- 
pared to difpute their paffage. This did not deter 
them from the profecution of their defign. Ani- 
mated by the example of their leaders, they leaped 
without hefitation into the canal, which was near a 
league over, having the bottom full of mud, and 
advanced forward with fuch undaunted intrepidity, 
that the enemy, regarding them as more than men, 
abandoned their ftation, and left the paflage free 
and undifputed. 

Mondragone would have immediately begun The defpe- 
the fiege of Ziricfee, but thought it neceflary before- ^/^^f"^' 

handroeoc. 
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BookXIII. hand to make himftlf maftcr of certain pofts, which 
''^'^^ ^ the Zealanders had fortified, in order to fccure the 
"5 75' oommunicaiion between the inhabitants of that 
town, and their friends in the other iflands and on 
the continent. Thefe forts were three in number ; 
one on the fouth near Borendam, and the other 
two called Browerfhaven and Bommene, on thfc 
north and eaft. Through the imprudent confi- 
dence of the Spaniards, who made an aflault on 
the firft of thefe forts too foon, it coft the hves of 
fixty of that nation, with Peraha their command- 
er ; befides a confiderable number of Germans and 
Walloons. The fort of Brov/er(haven fubmitted 
without refinance ; but that of Bommene, which 
was better fortified, was Hkewife more valiantly 
defended than the other two. Du Lis, a French 
officer, commanded the garrifon, confiding of 
Germans, French, and Englifh ; into whofe breafts 
he had infiifed the fame generous and dauntlefs 
fpirit with which he himfelf was animated. The 
behaviour and fate of this brave determined garri- 
fon deferves a place in hiftory. At the time of 
high water their fortification was impregnable, as 
at that time the fea filled both the ditch which 
furrounded ir, and a canal which parted through 
it ; but at low water, and for fome hours before 
and after that time, the ditch was fordable, and 
the enemy could advance to the very foot of the 
wall. Both Requcfens and V^itelli had come to 
diredl the operations of the fiege. Agreeably to 
their commands, the royalifts, after approaching 
as near as pofTil^le to the ditch, by means of 
trenches, opened a large battery, which continued 
firing upon the fort for two days inceflantly, till a 
fatfiCient breach was made. Then waiting rill the 
water had retired, they made a furious aflault ; 
but the befiegcd withftood their mod vigorous ef- 
forts, and at laft obliged them to retire, with the 
lofs of a hundred and fifty killed, and twice that 

number 
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mbcr wounded. The Spaniards, enraged onBooKXIlI. 
3ount of their repulfe and loft, returned to the'' ^^"^^ 
ault next day, and began to ftorm the fort on *^'^'' 
ierent fides at the fame time. Both parties were 
;hly agitated with fury and defpair, and both 
re alike determined either to dife or conquer, 
le profpeft of the returning tide wrought equally 
the fears of the aflailants, and the hopes of 
? befieged. The former knew, that if they did 
t carry their point foon, they muft a fecond 
le fuffer the fhame and flaughter of a repulfe, 
d the latter confidered, that if they could hold 
t a few hours longer, the water would deliver 
im for the prefent, and the enemy be perhaps 
terred from renewing the aflault Incited by 
jfe refledlions, the combat tants on both fides ex- 
ed all their vigour, and difplayed a degree of 
titude and prowefs which feldom occurs in the 
nals of hiftory. Each perfon regardlefs of his 
ety, and intent only upon annoying the enemy, 
t conflift was as bloody and defperate, as the 
le was critical and important. It had lafted for 
ar fix hours, and many of the braveft on both 
es had fallen. At laft, the aflailants, perceiving 
t quick approach of the tide, and colledting and 
erting at once their whole force, overpowered 
t befieged with their numbers, and burft for- 
rd irrefiftibly within the walls of the fort -, in 
lich the garrifon ftill continued to refift, till 
*re was not a fingle perfon left to enjoy the 
)ry of fo illuftrious a defence. The royalifts 
id dear for their viftory ; above two hundred 
2n, befides thofe who had fallen in the firft 
ault, were killed upon the fpot, and a much 
^ater number wounded ^ 

They now proceeded to the fiege of Ziricfee ; 'rh« <|ege 
d in this undertaking their difficulties were^ 

greatly 

' MeurCi AurtacuS| p. 147. 
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BookXIH. greatly augmented, and the ficge prolonged by a 
^■"''^^'^^ refolution of the inhabitants, who had broken 
*5^^' down the dikes of the canal, and laid the adjacent 
country under water. This meafure, of which the 
States of Holland had larely fct the example dur- 
ing the fiege of Leyden, fhcwed how firmly de- 
termined the citizens were to make a vigorous de- 
fence, and rendered impradticable all the ordinary 
methods of conducting fieges, by trenches, bat- 
teries, and aflaults. Mondragone perceived, that 
the redudlion of Ziricfee muft be a work of con- 
fiderable time, and that the only expedient which 
he could employ, was to block it up on every fide, 
fo as to prevent the entrance of fuppli-es. Thefe 
it could receive only by the way of a fmall canal 
dug from Ziricfee, to the great one above menti- 
oned, which feparates Schowen from the ifle of 
Duveland. 

In order to fecure the communication between 
thefe canals, the Zealanders had fortified the banks 
of the fmajler, wheVe it is joined to the greater; 
and while they retained poffeirion of the batteries 
which they had planted there, they fecured a free 
entrance to the iTiips which were fent from Hol- 
land and Walchercn with fiipplies. To deprive 
them of this refource, and lock up the mouth 
of the fmall canal, was the firft and principal objed 
of Mondragone's attention. For this purpofe he 
ftationed his fhips in thofe parts where the water 
was deepeft ; and formed in the moft (hallow parts, 
an eftacade, a work of a prodigious labour, which 
employed his troops for feveral months, and was 
attended with conliderable bloodfhed By perfe- 
verance, however, he brought it at laft to a con- 
clufion ; and then having drawn another ftacado of 
the fame kind, from an ifland which lay in the 
entrance of the canal, he joined the two ftacados 
together by ftrong iron chains, and thus rendered 
all accefs impradticablc. 

During 
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During the progrefs of thefe operations, theBooicXIir. 
proteftants embraced every opportunity of iniro- ' ^^T*^ 
ducing fupplies into the city ; and they were great- *^^ 
ly favoured by the feafon, which was fo much 
milder than ufual, as to leave the river and canals 
navigable through the whole of winter. But in the 
beginning of February, the enemy's works were 
completed, and from that time, all attempts to 
relieve the befieged, by the way of the fmall canal, 
provejd inefFedual. Their friends were therefore 
obliged to turn to another quarter. 

In the beginning of the fiege feveral cuts had 
been made in the dike of the great canal, on the 
fide of Schowen, in order, as was mentioned above, 
to overflow the country. Through one of thefe 
cuts, near the village of Drcifcher, the prince of 
Orange propofed to convey fupplies to Ziricfce 
acrofs the inundation ; and he committed the exe- 
cution of his defign to count Hohenloe, a German 
nobleman of the mod unqueftionable fpirit and 
refolution •, but a ftorm arifing, and the Spaniards 
having encamped mod of their forces, and planted 
batteries on the dike, clofe by the cut, they ob- 
liged Hohenloe to retire. The prince, not dif- 
couraged by this check, prepared to make a fe- 
cond attempt with a more powerful armament. 
And in order to animate hjs troops, he refolved to 
condud the cnterprife himfclf. 

He reached Dreifcher, and approached the cut, T*** p"°*^ 
at the time of high water. In the beginning oftltSiJts^ui 
the attack he threw the enemy into confufion, v««n t^ fc- 
made confiderable flaughter among them, and **^* *^ 
carried off fome pieces of cannon from their bat- 
teries. But the Spaniards, roufed by the danger 
which threatened them, quickly recovered their 
flaiions, and made a bold and vigorous refiftance, 

tiU 
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BooKXIILtill the tide began to retire ; when the prince pcr- 
^ — ^^T^ ceiving it to be impradticable to advance, was ob- 
*57 • liged, in order to fave bis fleet from deftru£tton> 
to return into the great canal. Boiilbt the admiral, 
whofe (hip was much larger than the reft, did not 
retreat in time -, and his (hip having ftruck againft 
the bottom, he himfelf, and about three hundred 
of his crew, either peri(hcd in the waves, or werc^ 
killed by the enemy. This was the laft attempt 
for the relief of the befieged ; who being at length 
overpowered with their miferies, agreed to mr^ 
render the town into the hands of Mondrj^one'; 
and that general, defirous to put a period to fo te- 
dious an enterprife, granted them fuch favourable 
terms, as they were willing to accept *. 

This fiege had lafted near nine months, and 
during all that time had occupied the greateft part 
of the Spani(h army. 

v^*^ But before the furrcnder of Ziricfee, other 
events had happened, which rendered tho(c that 
have been related of fmall importance to either 
party ; and which, while they difappointed the 
hopes entertained by the Spaniards of completing 
the conqueft of Zeal..nd, in a great meafure de- 
livered the confederates from thofe difquieting ap- 
prehenfions which the late fuccefs of the Spanirti 
arms was calculated to excite. The firft ot the(e 
events was the death of Vitelli, who was, without 
controverfy, the ableft and moft experienced ge- 
neral at that time in the Netherlands. 

Death of ViTfiLLi's death was quickly followed by that of 
cquccns. j^gqQ^fgj^s In carrying on the fiege of Ziric(ee, 
much greater fums had been necefTary than he was 
able to fupply. From Spain, he knew that, con- 
fidering the exhaufted condition of the king's fi- 
nances, 

* Mctercn, p. 155. Beniivoglio, p. 170. 
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:es \ occafioned by his war with the Turks, BookXIIL 
cioney could be expedled ; and the States of '""''^^77^ 

of the provinces as retained their allegiance, *^^ 
5 either unwilling, or unable to comply with 
lemands. Thus, great arrears were due to 
roops, and they had already begun to mutiny, 
to exercife the moft intolerable oppreffion on 
people ; to whom he had been obliged to grant 
iberty of wearing arms for their defence, from 
Jl grounded apprehenfion, that if he had not 
litted them to do this, they would have done 
thout his authority "• 

EQUESENs had too much fenfibility, and too 
: ftrength of mind, either to endure patiently 
nortifications, or to encounter refolutely the 
:ulties, to which he was expofed. His vexation 
chagrin preyed inceifantly on his health and 
ts, and at length brought on a fever, of which 
ied in a few days ; leaving behind him a much 
cr charadter for civil, than for military ac- 
plifhments, in which he was confefledly much 
ior to his predeceflbr the duke of Alva ". 

^eteren, p. 156. 

This liberty had been taken from them by 'the duke of 

ThuanuSy torn. iii. p. 464. Stntda, torn. ii. p. 35. 
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